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Angular momentum direction correlations relevant
to measuring polarization phenomena

Effects related to the angular momentum of the mid-rapidity source created in a heavy ion collision are under
intense study. While the angularmomentumof the collision is completely determined by the impact parameter
and the beam direction, the angular momentum of the mid-rapidity source may fluctuate event to event. We
study these fluctuations in a Glauber calculation and with the UrQMD transport model. Their relevance to
current studies of global hyperon polarization at RHIC will be emphasized.
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