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Abstract 
The sPHENIX proposal is for a second generation experiment at RHIC, which will take 
advantage of the increased luminosity due to accelerator upgrades, and allow measurements 
of jets and jet correlations with a kinematic reach that will overlap with measurements 
made at the Large Hadron Collider (LHC).  Particle jets, formed when a hard scatter parton 
fragments and then hadronizes into a spray of particles, were proposed as a probe of the 
Quark Gluon Plasma formed in heavy-ion collisions.  As they traverse the QGP, the hard 
scattered partons probe the medium at a variety of length scales, which is called jet 
quenching.  To answer the fundamental questions of how and why partons lose energy in 
the QGP, we need to characterize both the medium induced modification of the jet 
fragmentation pattern and the correlation of the lost energy with the jet axis.  Some 
observables that help elucidate these effects are gamma-jet correlations and jet 
fragmentation functions, which require the precise tracking and calorimetry that sPHENIX 
will have.  We will show the performance of these observables as well as that for jet and 
hadron spectra measurements, which are necessary for a baseline understanding, based on 
detector simulations. 
 
 
 Jets at sPHENIX 
•  Sample ~50 billion  
    Au+Au events in 1 year 

•  107 jets > 20 GeV 
•  106 jets > 30 GeV 
•  80% are dijet events 
•  104 direct γ > 20 GeV 

•  Required Detector  
    Performance 

•  Single particle  
    resolution:  
    σE/E < 100%/√E  
•  Jet: σE/E < 120(150)%/√E in p+p(Au+Au) 
•  Photon Energy resolution σE/E<15%/√E  
•  dp/p ~ 0.2% p to > 40 GeV/ 

•  Jets interact minimally until their virtuality ~ medium virtuality 
•  Jets from the highest collision energies are mostly vacuum (pQCD) dominated 

•  Measure low ET jets at RHIC energies! 

Conclusions and Outlook 
•  Jets allow us to address the important fundamental questions of "how" and "why” 

partons lose energy in the QGP 
•  There has been significant progress in our understanding of quenching 

•  Jet quenching measurements at RHIC provide significant constraints on the partonic 
Eloss mechanisms  

•  sPhenix increased capabilities will allow a direct comparison to the LHC 
•  Large data rate will allow data collection without  
     imposing online trigger “biases 
•  LHC inspired observables will be measured at RHIC 

•  Progress is underway in evaluating the effect of 
    detector design choices on jet structure observable 
•  Investigation into the significance of the various 
     LHC inspired observables underway 
•  Fully embedded PYTHIA + HIJING events will be used “to  
      evaluate the performance of the background subtraction  

•  jet energy measurements 
•  photon isolation 
•  calorimeter clustering 
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Jet-to-photon pT balance 
•  Simulation of γ-jet events with  
    PYTHIA 

•  γ events are the “golden” probe 
•  Compare energy clustered into 
      jet versus photon 
•  Effect of detector resolution 
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Photon Clustering Algorithms 

•  Algorithm A 
•  Cluster = contiguous towers E > Ethreshold 

•  Algorithm B 
•  Noise reduction ! E > Ethreshold 

•  Neighboring towers which satisfy  

    noise threshold = “isolated cluster” 

•  Find “local max tower” and “peak area”  

    around it 

•  Etower with contribution from 2+ peak areas 

    divided into peak areas  

•  Parameterized shower shape function 

•  Redefine “core cluster” within cluster area as 

    towers Esum > Ethreshold of peak area 
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How does the QGP evolve along with the parton shower? The Physics Case for sPHENIX
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Figure 1.18: Scale probed in the medium in [1/fm] via high energy partons as a function of the local
temperature in the medium. The red (black) curves are for different initial parton energies in the
RHIC (LHC) medium.
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Di-Jet Event Display 
•  We	
  have	
  been	
  tes+ng	
  the	
  performance	
  of	
  jet,	
  photon,	
  and	
  track	
  reconstruc+on	
  with	
  
the	
  latest	
  G4	
  simula+ons	
  of	
  sPHENIX	
  

•  Full	
  G4	
  simula+ons	
  +	
  more	
  	
  
	
  	
  	
  	
  sophis+cated	
  detector	
  descrip+on	
  	
  

•  EMCal + HCAL give hermetic jet  
    measurement 

•  High resolution tracker will  
    allow jet structure  
    measurements 

•  Jet modification 
•  Energy flow 

•  No autocorrelations! 
•  Jet algorithms for clustering and  
   background removal are under  
   investigation 
•  γ-jet events 

•  Photon clustering algorithm 
•  Isolation cuts sPHENIX CAD Drawing	
  

Jet Response	
  

arxiv:1501.06197	
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The Physics Case for sPHENIX What is the temperature dependence of the QGP?

What is the temperature 
dependence of the 

QGP?

What are the inner 
workings of the QGP?

How does the QGP evolve 
along with the parton 

shower? 
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Figure 1.3: Pushing Three illustrative axes along which the quark-gluon plasma may be pushed and
probed. The axes are the temperature of the quark-gluon plasma, the Q2

hard of the hard process that
sets of the scale for the virtuality evolution of the probe, and the wavelength with which the parton
probes the medium lprobe.

The critical variables to manipulate for this program are the temperature of the quark-gluon plasma,
the length scale probed in the medium, and the virtuality of the hard process as shown schematically
in Figure 1.3. In the following three sections we detail the physics of each axis.

1.2 What is the temperature dependence of the QGP?

The internal dynamics of more familiar substances—the subjects of study in conventional condensed
matter and material physics—are governed by quantum electrodynamics. It is well known that near
a phase boundary they demonstrate interesting behaviors, such as the rapid change in the shear
viscosity to entropy density ratio, h/s, near the critical temperature, Tc. This is shown in Figure 1.4
for water, nitrogen, and helium [24]. Despite the eventual transition to superfluidity at temperatures
below Tc, h/s for these materials remains an order of magnitude above the conjectured quantum
bound of Kovtun, Son, and Starinets (KSS) derived from string theory [15]. These observations
provide a deeper understanding of the nature of these materials: for example the coupling between
the fundamental constituents, the degree to which a description in terms of quasiparticles is
important, and the description in terms of normal and superfluid components.

The dynamics of the QGP are dominated by Quantum Chromodynamics and the experimental
characterization of the dependence of h/s on temperature will lead to a deeper understanding
of strongly coupled QCD near this fundamental phase transition. Theoretically, perturbative
calculations in the weakly coupled limit indicate that h/s decreases slowly as one approaches Tc
from above, but with a minimum still a factor of 20 above the KSS bound [25] (as shown in the
right panel of Figure 1.4). However, as indicated by the dashed lines in the figure, the perturbative

5

•  Performance with heavy ion 
background needs to be quantified 
•  What is the best R choice? 

•  γ-jet events  dominated by quark jets 
•  Allows a flavor comparison between 

quarks and gluons 
•  Other observables under 

consideration 

Algorithm B is the PHENIX 
clustering algorithm 

Anti-kT R=0.4	
  


