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A Visionary Perspective

Sharing Knowledge..

..to accelerate Science

..to foster Collaboration

..to enrich the World
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Open Access Enshrined in our Convention

“The results of [CERN’s] 

experimental and theoretical 

work shall be published or 

otherwise made generally 

available”

CERN Convention, Article II.1, 1953
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What’s best for Open Science?

Copyright Public Domain
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Intellectual Property: Copyright

• Automatic – don’t need to claim – and Exclusive

– Moral

• To claim authorship

– Economic

• To exploit the work

• To make “Open”, need to waive or licence

• Key points in question…

– Credit and Appropriation

– Intrinsic value of original or derivative work?
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Policy Principles

• Assert ownership

– To be able to ensure openness

– Avoid transfer of ownership

• e.g.: Publications Policy: “CERN will strive to exercise its copyright in 

such a way as to permit the widest possible dissemination and use 

of the paper. Every reasonable effort will be made to avoid transfer 

of copyright to a third party.”

– CERN may hold IP for the benefit of a collaboration

• License openly

– Favour standard form licences

• e.g.: GPL, CC

• Highlight special IGO status without modifying licence
• e.g.: SW Policy: “In applying this licence, CERN does not waive the 

privileges and immunities granted to it by virtue of its status as an 

Intergovernmental Organization or submit itself to any jurisdiction”
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Publications
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Software

• Default: GPL

– Alternative: LGPL

– Exceptional: Apache

• Statement:

– © Copyright 2012 CERN for the benefit of the [xxx] 

collaboration

– This software is distributed under the terms of the GNU 

General Public Licence version 3 (GPL Version 3), 

copied verbatim in the file “COPYING”. 

– In applying this licence, CERN does not waive the 

privileges and immunities granted to it by virtue of its 

status as an Intergovernmental Organization or submit 

itself to any jurisdiction
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Data

• CERN Library Bibliographic Data

• CERN Book Catalogue

• LHC Open Data
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Hardware

• CERN–OHL is to hardware what GPL is to software

– “anyone should be able to see the source (the design 

documentation in case of hardware), study it, modify it 

and share it”

• http://www.ohwr.org/projects/cernohl/wiki

• http://freedomdefined.org/OSHW

http://freedomdefined.org/OSHW
http://freedomdefined.org/OSHW
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MultiMedia

• CERN Terms of Use – open/special

• CC for Higgs boson Nobel Day
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MultiMedia futures

• Considerations:
1. Desired use

2. Attribution

3. Image rights

4. Moral rights

• CC-BY
– (1) Does not allow to imply endorsement

• Preferences

– (2,4) If provided by the Licensor, must be included by the 
Licensee:

• Creator (optional)

• Copyright notice (mandatory)

• Notice of CC License governing source material (mandatory)

• Reference or link to source material (wherever 
possible)

– (3) Implied / express permission



@TimSmithCH

Conclusions

• Copyright: for Good!

• Licence: clear and usable


