


The republic of Tatarstan
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REPUBLIC OF 
TATARSTAN

Republic of Tatarstan is situated in the
centre of a large industrial area of Russia,
800 kilometres away to the East from
Moscow, at the junction of the Volga and
the Kama rivers.

It borders with 8 Russian regions.

It has free access to the markets of 
regions with over 40 million 
customers.



• Double GDP from ICT in Tatarstan to 7% 

• Impact the growth of GDP of Russian economy 
through growth of IT industry

• Employ 60,000 IT specialists

• Provide solid foundation for the development 
and incubation of new startups

• Create an education system for school children

• Develop strong industry/academia connection

• Attract foreign capital and MNC’s

The Building of an Innovation City: Innopolis
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GOALS:



Long-term policy targets for high-tech and science-
intensive sectors (%GDP)

Background 2020 Goals: High Tech Sector Growth
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Innopolis City Plan
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• Degree programs tailored to the needs of the 
Russian IT industry, co-developed with professors 
of international caliber and local industry

• Professional non-degree programs that provide 
skill enhancement training for industry personnel  
in areas of IT management, IT entrepreneurship 
and technology strategy

• The curriculum will be distinguished by the 
following characteristics: 

– practicality
– project-orientation and industry-focused
– focus on soft skills
– flexibility

A Russian University with a Different Approach
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Innopolis University at a Glance 

IT/Computer Science focus: 

— 5,000 students by 2020
— 200 research projects per year by 2020

Internationally recognized quality of education: 

— Modern curricula adopted from global leaders 
in IT education 
— World-renowned professionals as guest 
speakers 

Emphasis on business needs: 

— Learning by doing approach
— Entrepreneurship programs

— 200 entrepreneurs per year

— 5-10 successful start-ups per year 

Hands-on experience Collaboration 
with industry partners: 

— Microsoft, Google, IBM, Intel, Boeing, 
Siemens, Yandex, Mail.ru, Kaspersky, ABBYY, 
Parallels, 1C, etc

— Practical assignments in companies: 2,000
trainee jobs per year by 2020



Four distinct bachelor’s degree 
programs  (out of 12 identified 
during the assessment) using a 
common core and four years of 
study are being designed:

• Artificial Intelligence

• Software Engineering

• Information Security 

• Data Science

• Graphics and Game 
Development

Curriculum Development at Innopolis University
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Distinguished visiting professors
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David Vernon (Ireland) H-index 25

Visiting Professor Coordinator of the European Network for the 
Advancement of Artificial Cognitive Systems. Research interests 
include artificial intelligence, cognitive systems, robotics.

Bertrand Meyer (France) H-index 38

Visiting Professor Professor of Software Engineering at ETH 
Zurich, author of programming language Eiffel.



Innopolis University Consultants

10

David Parnas (Ireland, Canada)

Professor Emeritus, pioneer of Software Engineering. Best known for 
developing the concept of information hiding in modular programming 
– important element of object-oriented programming

Matthias Kaiserswerth (Switzerland, IBM)

Professor of Computer Science, Director and Vice President of IBM 
Research in Zurich. The lab has 4 Nobel price laureates, in 2013 
Gordon Bell Prize.

Lynn Stein (USA, Olin College)

Professor of Computer Science and Engineering at Olin College, 
previously Associate Professor at MIT. Pioneered the development 
of a new and innovative approach to the teaching of CS.

Isak Froumin (Russia, HSE)

Professor of Education at HSE. Leading expert on university 
education. Winner of the RF Government Prize in Education in 2003 
and in 2009. Advisor to the Minister of Education and Science of 
Russia Federation.


