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FIG. 1. A typical entropy density profile (times ⌧init) for a
single event used as an initial condition in current hydrody-
namic simulations at the LHC for a 0-5% centrality class [21].
An event averaged initial condition is shown by the dashed
line. Often the initial flow velocity is set to zero. The di↵erent
scales are discussed in the text.

for the initial energy profile to hydrodynamics, the weak
coupling approximations made in the IP-glasma model
lead naturally to e↵ective kinetic theory.

Fig. 1 shows a typical transverse (entropy) profile that
is used in current hydrodynamic simulations [21]. Clearly
during the equilibration process the profile will change
and generate intial flow. The equilibration time, c⌧init, is
short compared to the nuclear radius, R. For this reason
the prethermal evolution is insensitive to the global col-
lision geometry. Indeed, we may decompose the trans-
verse plane into causally disconnected patches of size
c⌧init ⌧ R whose prethermal evolution can be separately
determined. In these patches, the global nuclear geom-
etry determines a small gradient that can be considered
as a linear perturbation over a translationally invariant
background. Thus, corrections to initial conditions for
hydrodynamics from the global geometry are of order
c⌧init/R [22]. In addition to the global geometry, the ini-
tial energy density profile includes event-by-event fluc-
tuations at smaller scales set by the nucleon size Rp,
which is comparable to the causal horizon Rp ⇠ c⌧init.
Event-by-event fluctuations at these length scales are
suppressed by 1/

p
Npart where Npart is the number of

participating nucleons in the event, Npart ⇠ 100 � 300.
Therefore, such fluctuations can also be treated in a lin-
earized way as fluctuations over a translationally invari-
ant background. The structure of the initial profile at
even smaller scales is less well known, but in models based
on CGC, one expects fluctuations to subnuclear scales of
order the saturation momentum, Q�1

s ⇠ 0.1 fm.

Finally, an important scale is set by the mean free path,
which in a weakly coupled theory is of order 1/�2Te↵

for states not too far from equilibrium. In practice, this
length scale is comparable, though slightly shorter than
the causal horizon and the nucleon scales. Without the
scale separation, the medium prethermal response to ini-
tial perturbations in the transverse plane can only be
computed by a calculation within the EKT. Fortunately,
as discussed above linearized kinetic theory is su�cient
to determine this response.

To summarize, our strategy is to use linearized ki-
netic theory to follow the hydrodynamization of pertur-
bations on top of a far-from-equilibrium Bjorken back-
ground with translational symmetry in the transverse di-
rections. This determines the stress tensor for hydrody-
namics at the initialization time. The length scales of
relevance are the nuclear-geometry, the nucleonic scale,
the causal horizon c⌧init, and the mean free path

R � Rp ⇠ c⌧init ⇠
1

�2Te↵
.

By linearizing the problem and solving for the response,
we will determine a Green function describing how an
energy fluctuation at the earliest moments, ⌧ ⇠ 1/Qs,
evolves during the equilibration process to the hydrody-
namic fields, i.e. the energy and momentum densities,
�T 00(⌧init,x?) and �T 0i(⌧init,x?) respectively. We will
verify that the subsequent evolution is described by sec-
ond order hydrodynamics to certifiable precision.

In Section II we outline the linearized EKT, and study
the linear response of the EKT in equilibrium. In Sec-
tion III we systematically study the approach to equi-
librium of Fourier modes of specified k, starting with
a far from equilibrium initial state. In Section IV we
Fourier transform these results and determine a coor-
dinate space Green function which produces the appro-
priate initial conditions for hydrodynamics at ⌧init when
convolved with a specified initial state. We also analyze
the long wavelength limit of these Green functions, mak-
ing contact and providing additional insight into previous
work on preflow [22]. Finally, we discuss our conclusions
in Section V.

II. LINEARIZED KINETIC THEORY

A. Setup

At weak coupling the non-equilibrium evolution of the
boost invariant color and spin averaged gluon distribu-
tion function is described in terms of an e↵ective kinetic
equation [14]

@⌧fx?,p +
p

|p| · rx?fx?,p � pz

⌧
@pz

fx?,p = �C[fx?,p],

(1)

where the e↵ective collision kernel C[f ] incorporates the
elastic 2 $ 2 and inelastic 1 $ 2 processes as required
for a leading order description in the coupling constant
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FIG. 1. A typical entropy density profile (times ⌧init) for a
single event used as an initial condition in current hydrody-
namic simulations at the LHC for a 0-5% centrality class [21].
An event averaged initial condition is shown by the dashed
line. Often the initial flow velocity is set to zero. The di↵erent
scales are discussed in the text.

for the initial energy profile to hydrodynamics, the weak
coupling approximations made in the IP-glasma model
lead naturally to e↵ective kinetic theory.

Fig. 1 shows a typical transverse (entropy) profile that
is used in current hydrodynamic simulations [21]. Clearly
during the equilibration process the profile will change
and generate intial flow. The equilibration time, c⌧init, is
short compared to the nuclear radius, R. For this reason
the prethermal evolution is insensitive to the global col-
lision geometry. Indeed, we may decompose the trans-
verse plane into causally disconnected patches of size
c⌧init ⌧ R whose prethermal evolution can be separately
determined. In these patches, the global nuclear geom-
etry determines a small gradient that can be considered
as a linear perturbation over a translationally invariant
background. Thus, corrections to initial conditions for
hydrodynamics from the global geometry are of order
c⌧init/R [22]. In addition to the global geometry, the ini-
tial energy density profile includes event-by-event fluc-
tuations at smaller scales set by the nucleon size Rp,
which is comparable to the causal horizon Rp ⇠ c⌧init.
Event-by-event fluctuations at these length scales are
suppressed by 1/

p
Npart where Npart is the number of

participating nucleons in the event, Npart ⇠ 100 � 300.
Therefore, such fluctuations can also be treated in a lin-
earized way as fluctuations over a translationally invari-
ant background. The structure of the initial profile at
even smaller scales is less well known, but in models based
on CGC, one expects fluctuations to subnuclear scales of
order the saturation momentum, Q�1

s ⇠ 0.1 fm.

Finally, an important scale is set by the mean free path,
which in a weakly coupled theory is of order 1/�2Te↵

for states not too far from equilibrium. In practice, this
length scale is comparable, though slightly shorter than
the causal horizon and the nucleon scales. Without the
scale separation, the medium prethermal response to ini-
tial perturbations in the transverse plane can only be
computed by a calculation within the EKT. Fortunately,
as discussed above linearized kinetic theory is su�cient
to determine this response.

To summarize, our strategy is to use linearized ki-
netic theory to follow the hydrodynamization of pertur-
bations on top of a far-from-equilibrium Bjorken back-
ground with translational symmetry in the transverse di-
rections. This determines the stress tensor for hydrody-
namics at the initialization time. The length scales of
relevance are the nuclear-geometry, the nucleonic scale,
the causal horizon c⌧init, and the mean free path

R � Rp ⇠ c⌧init ⇠
1

�2Te↵
.

By linearizing the problem and solving for the response,
we will determine a Green function describing how an
energy fluctuation at the earliest moments, ⌧ ⇠ 1/Qs,
evolves during the equilibration process to the hydrody-
namic fields, i.e. the energy and momentum densities,
�T 00(⌧init,x?) and �T 0i(⌧init,x?) respectively. We will
verify that the subsequent evolution is described by sec-
ond order hydrodynamics to certifiable precision.

In Section II we outline the linearized EKT, and study
the linear response of the EKT in equilibrium. In Sec-
tion III we systematically study the approach to equi-
librium of Fourier modes of specified k, starting with
a far from equilibrium initial state. In Section IV we
Fourier transform these results and determine a coor-
dinate space Green function which produces the appro-
priate initial conditions for hydrodynamics at ⌧init when
convolved with a specified initial state. We also analyze
the long wavelength limit of these Green functions, mak-
ing contact and providing additional insight into previous
work on preflow [22]. Finally, we discuss our conclusions
in Section V.

II. LINEARIZED KINETIC THEORY

A. Setup

At weak coupling the non-equilibrium evolution of the
boost invariant color and spin averaged gluon distribu-
tion function is described in terms of an e↵ective kinetic
equation [14]

@⌧fx?,p +
p

|p| · rx?fx?,p � pz

⌧
@pz

fx?,p = �C[fx?,p],

(1)

where the e↵ective collision kernel C[f ] incorporates the
elastic 2 $ 2 and inelastic 1 $ 2 processes as required
for a leading order description in the coupling constant
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FIG. 1. A typical entropy density profile (times ⌧init) for a
single event used as an initial condition in current hydrody-
namic simulations at the LHC for a 0-5% centrality class [21].
An event averaged initial condition is shown by the dashed
line. Often the initial flow velocity is set to zero. The di↵erent
scales are discussed in the text.

for the initial energy profile to hydrodynamics, the weak
coupling approximations made in the IP-glasma model
lead naturally to e↵ective kinetic theory.

Fig. 1 shows a typical transverse (entropy) profile that
is used in current hydrodynamic simulations [21]. Clearly
during the equilibration process the profile will change
and generate intial flow. The equilibration time, c⌧init, is
short compared to the nuclear radius, R. For this reason
the prethermal evolution is insensitive to the global col-
lision geometry. Indeed, we may decompose the trans-
verse plane into causally disconnected patches of size
c⌧init ⌧ R whose prethermal evolution can be separately
determined. In these patches, the global nuclear geom-
etry determines a small gradient that can be considered
as a linear perturbation over a translationally invariant
background. Thus, corrections to initial conditions for
hydrodynamics from the global geometry are of order
c⌧init/R [22]. In addition to the global geometry, the ini-
tial energy density profile includes event-by-event fluc-
tuations at smaller scales set by the nucleon size Rp,
which is comparable to the causal horizon Rp ⇠ c⌧init.
Event-by-event fluctuations at these length scales are
suppressed by 1/

p
Npart where Npart is the number of

participating nucleons in the event, Npart ⇠ 100 � 300.
Therefore, such fluctuations can also be treated in a lin-
earized way as fluctuations over a translationally invari-
ant background. The structure of the initial profile at
even smaller scales is less well known, but in models based
on CGC, one expects fluctuations to subnuclear scales of
order the saturation momentum, Q�1

s ⇠ 0.1 fm.

Finally, an important scale is set by the mean free path,
which in a weakly coupled theory is of order 1/�2Te↵

for states not too far from equilibrium. In practice, this
length scale is comparable, though slightly shorter than
the causal horizon and the nucleon scales. Without the
scale separation, the medium prethermal response to ini-
tial perturbations in the transverse plane can only be
computed by a calculation within the EKT. Fortunately,
as discussed above linearized kinetic theory is su�cient
to determine this response.

To summarize, our strategy is to use linearized ki-
netic theory to follow the hydrodynamization of pertur-
bations on top of a far-from-equilibrium Bjorken back-
ground with translational symmetry in the transverse di-
rections. This determines the stress tensor for hydrody-
namics at the initialization time. The length scales of
relevance are the nuclear-geometry, the nucleonic scale,
the causal horizon c⌧init, and the mean free path

R � Rp ⇠ c⌧init ⇠
1

�2Te↵
.

By linearizing the problem and solving for the response,
we will determine a Green function describing how an
energy fluctuation at the earliest moments, ⌧ ⇠ 1/Qs,
evolves during the equilibration process to the hydrody-
namic fields, i.e. the energy and momentum densities,
�T 00(⌧init,x?) and �T 0i(⌧init,x?) respectively. We will
verify that the subsequent evolution is described by sec-
ond order hydrodynamics to certifiable precision.

In Section II we outline the linearized EKT, and study
the linear response of the EKT in equilibrium. In Sec-
tion III we systematically study the approach to equi-
librium of Fourier modes of specified k, starting with
a far from equilibrium initial state. In Section IV we
Fourier transform these results and determine a coor-
dinate space Green function which produces the appro-
priate initial conditions for hydrodynamics at ⌧init when
convolved with a specified initial state. We also analyze
the long wavelength limit of these Green functions, mak-
ing contact and providing additional insight into previous
work on preflow [22]. Finally, we discuss our conclusions
in Section V.

II. LINEARIZED KINETIC THEORY

A. Setup

At weak coupling the non-equilibrium evolution of the
boost invariant color and spin averaged gluon distribu-
tion function is described in terms of an e↵ective kinetic
equation [14]

@⌧fx?,p +
p

|p| · rx?fx?,p � pz

⌧
@pz

fx?,p = �C[fx?,p],

(1)

where the e↵ective collision kernel C[f ] incorporates the
elastic 2 $ 2 and inelastic 1 $ 2 processes as required
for a leading order description in the coupling constant
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FIG. 1. A typical entropy density profile (times �init) for a
single event used as an initial condition in current hydrody-
namic simulations at the LHC for a 0-5% centrality class [21].
An event averaged initial condition is shown by the dashed
line. Often the initial flow velocity is set to zero. The di�erent
scales are discussed in the text.

for the initial energy profile to hydrodynamics, the weak
coupling approximations made in the IP-glasma model
lead naturally to e�ective kinetic theory.

Fig. 1 shows a typical transverse (entropy) profile that
is used in current hydrodynamic simulations [21]. Clearly
during the equilibration process the profile will change
and generate intial flow. The equilibration time, c⌧init, is
short compared to the nuclear radius, R. For this reason
the prethermal evolution is insensitive to the global col-
lision geometry. Indeed, we may decompose the trans-
verse plane into causally disconnected patches of size
c⌧init � R whose prethermal evolution can be separately
determined. In these patches, the global nuclear geom-
etry determines a small gradient that can be considered
as a linear perturbation over a translationally invariant
background. Thus, corrections to initial conditions for
hydrodynamics from the global geometry are of order
c⌧init/R [22]. In addition to the global geometry, the ini-
tial energy density profile includes event-by-event fluc-
tuations at smaller scales set by the nucleon size Rp,
which is comparable to the causal horizon Rp ⇠ c⌧init.
Event-by-event fluctuations at these length scales are
suppressed by 1/

�
Npart where Npart is the number of

participating nucleons in the event, Npart ⇠ 100 � 300.
Therefore, such fluctuations can also be treated in a lin-
earized way as fluctuations over a translationally invari-
ant background. The structure of the initial profile at
even smaller scales is less well known, but in models based
on CGC, one expects fluctuations to subnuclear scales of
order the saturation momentum, Q�1

s ⇠ 0.1 fm.

Finally, an important scale is set by the mean free path,
which in a weakly coupled theory is of order 1/�2Te�

for states not too far from equilibrium. In practice, this
length scale is comparable, though slightly shorter than
the causal horizon and the nucleon scales. Without the
scale separation, the medium prethermal response to ini-
tial perturbations in the transverse plane can only be
computed by a calculation within the EKT. Fortunately,
as discussed above linearized kinetic theory is su�cient
to determine this response.

To summarize, our strategy is to use linearized ki-
netic theory to follow the hydrodynamization of pertur-
bations on top of a far-from-equilibrium Bjorken back-
ground with translational symmetry in the transverse di-
rections. This determines the stress tensor for hydrody-
namics at the initialization time. The length scales of
relevance are the nuclear-geometry, the nucleonic scale,
the causal horizon c⌧init, and the mean free path

R � Rp ⇠ c⌧init ⇠
1

�2Te�
.

By linearizing the problem and solving for the response,
we will determine a Green function describing how an
energy fluctuation at the earliest moments, ⌧ ⇠ 1/Qs,
evolves during the equilibration process to the hydrody-
namic fields, i.e. the energy and momentum densities,
�T 00(⌧init,x�) and �T 0i(⌧init,x�) respectively. We will
verify that the subsequent evolution is described by sec-
ond order hydrodynamics to certifiable precision.

In Section II we outline the linearized EKT, and study
the linear response of the EKT in equilibrium. In Sec-
tion III we systematically study the approach to equi-
librium of Fourier modes of specified k, starting with
a far from equilibrium initial state. In Section IV we
Fourier transform these results and determine a coor-
dinate space Green function which produces the appro-
priate initial conditions for hydrodynamics at ⌧init when
convolved with a specified initial state. We also analyze
the long wavelength limit of these Green functions, mak-
ing contact and providing additional insight into previous
work on preflow [22]. Finally, we discuss our conclusions
in Section V.

II. LINEARIZED KINETIC THEORY

A. Setup

At weak coupling the non-equilibrium evolution of the
boost invariant color and spin averaged gluon distribu-
tion function is described in terms of an e�ective kinetic
equation [14]

��fx�,p +
p

|p| · �x�fx�,p � pz

⌧
�pz

fx�,p = �C[fx�,p],

(1)

where the e�ective collision kernel C[f ] incorporates the
elastic 2 � 2 and inelastic 1 � 2 processes as required
for a leading order description in the coupling constant

IP  Glasma A+A Glauber

2⌧init

Many scales are the same:

R � c⌧init ⇠ Rp ⇠ `mfp � 1

Qs

Need kinetics !

Plasma
instabilities
dominate

screening?

pzpz pz

pT pT pT

Classical Fields Kinetic theory

Under the spell of “bottom-up” thermalization Baier, Mueller, Schiff, Son

Minijet parton shower
to equilibriumClassical  

Production
Longitudinal

Squeeze Soft Stabilazation

pzpz pz

pT pT pT

pzpz pz

pT pT pT

Spatial scales for initial stages in A+A

2

 0

 1

 2

 3

 4

 5

 6

 7

 8

-10 -5  0  5  10

2R

2Rp

2cτinit

τ
in

it 
s(

τ
in

it)
 (G

eV
2 )

x (fm)

one event
average

FIG. 1. A typical entropy density profile (times �init) for a
single event used as an initial condition in current hydrody-
namic simulations at the LHC for a 0-5% centrality class [21].
An event averaged initial condition is shown by the dashed
line. Often the initial flow velocity is set to zero. The di�erent
scales are discussed in the text.

for the initial energy profile to hydrodynamics, the weak
coupling approximations made in the IP-glasma model
lead naturally to e�ective kinetic theory.

Fig. 1 shows a typical transverse (entropy) profile that
is used in current hydrodynamic simulations [21]. Clearly
during the equilibration process the profile will change
and generate intial flow. The equilibration time, c⌧init, is
short compared to the nuclear radius, R. For this reason
the prethermal evolution is insensitive to the global col-
lision geometry. Indeed, we may decompose the trans-
verse plane into causally disconnected patches of size
c⌧init � R whose prethermal evolution can be separately
determined. In these patches, the global nuclear geom-
etry determines a small gradient that can be considered
as a linear perturbation over a translationally invariant
background. Thus, corrections to initial conditions for
hydrodynamics from the global geometry are of order
c⌧init/R [22]. In addition to the global geometry, the ini-
tial energy density profile includes event-by-event fluc-
tuations at smaller scales set by the nucleon size Rp,
which is comparable to the causal horizon Rp ⇠ c⌧init.
Event-by-event fluctuations at these length scales are
suppressed by 1/

�
Npart where Npart is the number of

participating nucleons in the event, Npart ⇠ 100 � 300.
Therefore, such fluctuations can also be treated in a lin-
earized way as fluctuations over a translationally invari-
ant background. The structure of the initial profile at
even smaller scales is less well known, but in models based
on CGC, one expects fluctuations to subnuclear scales of
order the saturation momentum, Q�1

s ⇠ 0.1 fm.

Finally, an important scale is set by the mean free path,
which in a weakly coupled theory is of order 1/�2Te�

for states not too far from equilibrium. In practice, this
length scale is comparable, though slightly shorter than
the causal horizon and the nucleon scales. Without the
scale separation, the medium prethermal response to ini-
tial perturbations in the transverse plane can only be
computed by a calculation within the EKT. Fortunately,
as discussed above linearized kinetic theory is su�cient
to determine this response.

To summarize, our strategy is to use linearized ki-
netic theory to follow the hydrodynamization of pertur-
bations on top of a far-from-equilibrium Bjorken back-
ground with translational symmetry in the transverse di-
rections. This determines the stress tensor for hydrody-
namics at the initialization time. The length scales of
relevance are the nuclear-geometry, the nucleonic scale,
the causal horizon c⌧init, and the mean free path

R � Rp ⇠ c⌧init ⇠
1

�2Te�
.

By linearizing the problem and solving for the response,
we will determine a Green function describing how an
energy fluctuation at the earliest moments, ⌧ ⇠ 1/Qs,
evolves during the equilibration process to the hydrody-
namic fields, i.e. the energy and momentum densities,
�T 00(⌧init,x�) and �T 0i(⌧init,x�) respectively. We will
verify that the subsequent evolution is described by sec-
ond order hydrodynamics to certifiable precision.

In Section II we outline the linearized EKT, and study
the linear response of the EKT in equilibrium. In Sec-
tion III we systematically study the approach to equi-
librium of Fourier modes of specified k, starting with
a far from equilibrium initial state. In Section IV we
Fourier transform these results and determine a coor-
dinate space Green function which produces the appro-
priate initial conditions for hydrodynamics at ⌧init when
convolved with a specified initial state. We also analyze
the long wavelength limit of these Green functions, mak-
ing contact and providing additional insight into previous
work on preflow [22]. Finally, we discuss our conclusions
in Section V.

II. LINEARIZED KINETIC THEORY

A. Setup

At weak coupling the non-equilibrium evolution of the
boost invariant color and spin averaged gluon distribu-
tion function is described in terms of an e�ective kinetic
equation [14]

��fx�,p +
p

|p| · �x�fx�,p � pz

⌧
�pz

fx�,p = �C[fx�,p],

(1)

where the e�ective collision kernel C[f ] incorporates the
elastic 2 � 2 and inelastic 1 � 2 processes as required
for a leading order description in the coupling constant
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FIG. 1. A typical entropy density profile (times �init) for a
single event used as an initial condition in current hydrody-
namic simulations at the LHC for a 0-5% centrality class [21].
An event averaged initial condition is shown by the dashed
line. Often the initial flow velocity is set to zero. The di�erent
scales are discussed in the text.

for the initial energy profile to hydrodynamics, the weak
coupling approximations made in the IP-glasma model
lead naturally to e�ective kinetic theory.

Fig. 1 shows a typical transverse (entropy) profile that
is used in current hydrodynamic simulations [21]. Clearly
during the equilibration process the profile will change
and generate intial flow. The equilibration time, c⌧init, is
short compared to the nuclear radius, R. For this reason
the prethermal evolution is insensitive to the global col-
lision geometry. Indeed, we may decompose the trans-
verse plane into causally disconnected patches of size
c⌧init � R whose prethermal evolution can be separately
determined. In these patches, the global nuclear geom-
etry determines a small gradient that can be considered
as a linear perturbation over a translationally invariant
background. Thus, corrections to initial conditions for
hydrodynamics from the global geometry are of order
c⌧init/R [22]. In addition to the global geometry, the ini-
tial energy density profile includes event-by-event fluc-
tuations at smaller scales set by the nucleon size Rp,
which is comparable to the causal horizon Rp ⇠ c⌧init.
Event-by-event fluctuations at these length scales are
suppressed by 1/

�
Npart where Npart is the number of

participating nucleons in the event, Npart ⇠ 100 � 300.
Therefore, such fluctuations can also be treated in a lin-
earized way as fluctuations over a translationally invari-
ant background. The structure of the initial profile at
even smaller scales is less well known, but in models based
on CGC, one expects fluctuations to subnuclear scales of
order the saturation momentum, Q�1

s ⇠ 0.1 fm.

Finally, an important scale is set by the mean free path,
which in a weakly coupled theory is of order 1/�2Te�

for states not too far from equilibrium. In practice, this
length scale is comparable, though slightly shorter than
the causal horizon and the nucleon scales. Without the
scale separation, the medium prethermal response to ini-
tial perturbations in the transverse plane can only be
computed by a calculation within the EKT. Fortunately,
as discussed above linearized kinetic theory is su�cient
to determine this response.

To summarize, our strategy is to use linearized ki-
netic theory to follow the hydrodynamization of pertur-
bations on top of a far-from-equilibrium Bjorken back-
ground with translational symmetry in the transverse di-
rections. This determines the stress tensor for hydrody-
namics at the initialization time. The length scales of
relevance are the nuclear-geometry, the nucleonic scale,
the causal horizon c⌧init, and the mean free path

R � Rp ⇠ c⌧init ⇠
1

�2Te�
.

By linearizing the problem and solving for the response,
we will determine a Green function describing how an
energy fluctuation at the earliest moments, ⌧ ⇠ 1/Qs,
evolves during the equilibration process to the hydrody-
namic fields, i.e. the energy and momentum densities,
�T 00(⌧init,x�) and �T 0i(⌧init,x�) respectively. We will
verify that the subsequent evolution is described by sec-
ond order hydrodynamics to certifiable precision.

In Section II we outline the linearized EKT, and study
the linear response of the EKT in equilibrium. In Sec-
tion III we systematically study the approach to equi-
librium of Fourier modes of specified k, starting with
a far from equilibrium initial state. In Section IV we
Fourier transform these results and determine a coor-
dinate space Green function which produces the appro-
priate initial conditions for hydrodynamics at ⌧init when
convolved with a specified initial state. We also analyze
the long wavelength limit of these Green functions, mak-
ing contact and providing additional insight into previous
work on preflow [22]. Finally, we discuss our conclusions
in Section V.

II. LINEARIZED KINETIC THEORY

A. Setup

At weak coupling the non-equilibrium evolution of the
boost invariant color and spin averaged gluon distribu-
tion function is described in terms of an e�ective kinetic
equation [14]

��fx�,p +
p

|p| · �x�fx�,p � pz

⌧
�pz

fx�,p = �C[fx�,p],

(1)

where the e�ective collision kernel C[f ] incorporates the
elastic 2 � 2 and inelastic 1 � 2 processes as required
for a leading order description in the coupling constant
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FIG. 1. A typical entropy density profile (times �init) for a
single event used as an initial condition in current hydrody-
namic simulations at the LHC for a 0-5% centrality class [21].
An event averaged initial condition is shown by the dashed
line. Often the initial flow velocity is set to zero. The di�erent
scales are discussed in the text.

for the initial energy profile to hydrodynamics, the weak
coupling approximations made in the IP-glasma model
lead naturally to e�ective kinetic theory.

Fig. 1 shows a typical transverse (entropy) profile that
is used in current hydrodynamic simulations [21]. Clearly
during the equilibration process the profile will change
and generate intial flow. The equilibration time, c⌧init, is
short compared to the nuclear radius, R. For this reason
the prethermal evolution is insensitive to the global col-
lision geometry. Indeed, we may decompose the trans-
verse plane into causally disconnected patches of size
c⌧init � R whose prethermal evolution can be separately
determined. In these patches, the global nuclear geom-
etry determines a small gradient that can be considered
as a linear perturbation over a translationally invariant
background. Thus, corrections to initial conditions for
hydrodynamics from the global geometry are of order
c⌧init/R [22]. In addition to the global geometry, the ini-
tial energy density profile includes event-by-event fluc-
tuations at smaller scales set by the nucleon size Rp,
which is comparable to the causal horizon Rp ⇠ c⌧init.
Event-by-event fluctuations at these length scales are
suppressed by 1/

�
Npart where Npart is the number of

participating nucleons in the event, Npart ⇠ 100 � 300.
Therefore, such fluctuations can also be treated in a lin-
earized way as fluctuations over a translationally invari-
ant background. The structure of the initial profile at
even smaller scales is less well known, but in models based
on CGC, one expects fluctuations to subnuclear scales of
order the saturation momentum, Q�1

s ⇠ 0.1 fm.

Finally, an important scale is set by the mean free path,
which in a weakly coupled theory is of order 1/�2Te�

for states not too far from equilibrium. In practice, this
length scale is comparable, though slightly shorter than
the causal horizon and the nucleon scales. Without the
scale separation, the medium prethermal response to ini-
tial perturbations in the transverse plane can only be
computed by a calculation within the EKT. Fortunately,
as discussed above linearized kinetic theory is su�cient
to determine this response.

To summarize, our strategy is to use linearized ki-
netic theory to follow the hydrodynamization of pertur-
bations on top of a far-from-equilibrium Bjorken back-
ground with translational symmetry in the transverse di-
rections. This determines the stress tensor for hydrody-
namics at the initialization time. The length scales of
relevance are the nuclear-geometry, the nucleonic scale,
the causal horizon c⌧init, and the mean free path

R � Rp ⇠ c⌧init ⇠
1

�2Te�
.

By linearizing the problem and solving for the response,
we will determine a Green function describing how an
energy fluctuation at the earliest moments, ⌧ ⇠ 1/Qs,
evolves during the equilibration process to the hydrody-
namic fields, i.e. the energy and momentum densities,
�T 00(⌧init,x�) and �T 0i(⌧init,x�) respectively. We will
verify that the subsequent evolution is described by sec-
ond order hydrodynamics to certifiable precision.

In Section II we outline the linearized EKT, and study
the linear response of the EKT in equilibrium. In Sec-
tion III we systematically study the approach to equi-
librium of Fourier modes of specified k, starting with
a far from equilibrium initial state. In Section IV we
Fourier transform these results and determine a coor-
dinate space Green function which produces the appro-
priate initial conditions for hydrodynamics at ⌧init when
convolved with a specified initial state. We also analyze
the long wavelength limit of these Green functions, mak-
ing contact and providing additional insight into previous
work on preflow [22]. Finally, we discuss our conclusions
in Section V.

II. LINEARIZED KINETIC THEORY

A. Setup

At weak coupling the non-equilibrium evolution of the
boost invariant color and spin averaged gluon distribu-
tion function is described in terms of an e�ective kinetic
equation [14]

��fx�,p +
p

|p| · �x�fx�,p � pz

⌧
�pz

fx�,p = �C[fx�,p],

(1)

where the e�ective collision kernel C[f ] incorporates the
elastic 2 � 2 and inelastic 1 � 2 processes as required
for a leading order description in the coupling constant
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FIG. 1. A typical entropy density profile (times �init) for a
single event used as an initial condition in current hydrody-
namic simulations at the LHC for a 0-5% centrality class [21].
An event averaged initial condition is shown by the dashed
line. Often the initial flow velocity is set to zero. The di�erent
scales are discussed in the text.

for the initial energy profile to hydrodynamics, the weak
coupling approximations made in the IP-glasma model
lead naturally to e�ective kinetic theory.

Fig. 1 shows a typical transverse (entropy) profile that
is used in current hydrodynamic simulations [21]. Clearly
during the equilibration process the profile will change
and generate intial flow. The equilibration time, c⌧init, is
short compared to the nuclear radius, R. For this reason
the prethermal evolution is insensitive to the global col-
lision geometry. Indeed, we may decompose the trans-
verse plane into causally disconnected patches of size
c⌧init � R whose prethermal evolution can be separately
determined. In these patches, the global nuclear geom-
etry determines a small gradient that can be considered
as a linear perturbation over a translationally invariant
background. Thus, corrections to initial conditions for
hydrodynamics from the global geometry are of order
c⌧init/R [22]. In addition to the global geometry, the ini-
tial energy density profile includes event-by-event fluc-
tuations at smaller scales set by the nucleon size Rp,
which is comparable to the causal horizon Rp ⇠ c⌧init.
Event-by-event fluctuations at these length scales are
suppressed by 1/

�
Npart where Npart is the number of

participating nucleons in the event, Npart ⇠ 100 � 300.
Therefore, such fluctuations can also be treated in a lin-
earized way as fluctuations over a translationally invari-
ant background. The structure of the initial profile at
even smaller scales is less well known, but in models based
on CGC, one expects fluctuations to subnuclear scales of
order the saturation momentum, Q�1

s ⇠ 0.1 fm.

Finally, an important scale is set by the mean free path,
which in a weakly coupled theory is of order 1/�2Te�

for states not too far from equilibrium. In practice, this
length scale is comparable, though slightly shorter than
the causal horizon and the nucleon scales. Without the
scale separation, the medium prethermal response to ini-
tial perturbations in the transverse plane can only be
computed by a calculation within the EKT. Fortunately,
as discussed above linearized kinetic theory is su�cient
to determine this response.

To summarize, our strategy is to use linearized ki-
netic theory to follow the hydrodynamization of pertur-
bations on top of a far-from-equilibrium Bjorken back-
ground with translational symmetry in the transverse di-
rections. This determines the stress tensor for hydrody-
namics at the initialization time. The length scales of
relevance are the nuclear-geometry, the nucleonic scale,
the causal horizon c⌧init, and the mean free path

R � Rp ⇠ c⌧init ⇠
1

�2Te�
.

By linearizing the problem and solving for the response,
we will determine a Green function describing how an
energy fluctuation at the earliest moments, ⌧ ⇠ 1/Qs,
evolves during the equilibration process to the hydrody-
namic fields, i.e. the energy and momentum densities,
�T 00(⌧init,x�) and �T 0i(⌧init,x�) respectively. We will
verify that the subsequent evolution is described by sec-
ond order hydrodynamics to certifiable precision.

In Section II we outline the linearized EKT, and study
the linear response of the EKT in equilibrium. In Sec-
tion III we systematically study the approach to equi-
librium of Fourier modes of specified k, starting with
a far from equilibrium initial state. In Section IV we
Fourier transform these results and determine a coor-
dinate space Green function which produces the appro-
priate initial conditions for hydrodynamics at ⌧init when
convolved with a specified initial state. We also analyze
the long wavelength limit of these Green functions, mak-
ing contact and providing additional insight into previous
work on preflow [22]. Finally, we discuss our conclusions
in Section V.

II. LINEARIZED KINETIC THEORY

A. Setup

At weak coupling the non-equilibrium evolution of the
boost invariant color and spin averaged gluon distribu-
tion function is described in terms of an e�ective kinetic
equation [14]

��fx�,p +
p

|p| · �x�fx�,p � pz

⌧
�pz

fx�,p = �C[fx�,p],

(1)

where the e�ective collision kernel C[f ] incorporates the
elastic 2 � 2 and inelastic 1 � 2 processes as required
for a leading order description in the coupling constant
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FIG. 1. A typical entropy density profile (times �init) for a
single event used as an initial condition in current hydrody-
namic simulations at the LHC for a 0-5% centrality class [21].
An event averaged initial condition is shown by the dashed
line. Often the initial flow velocity is set to zero. The di�erent
scales are discussed in the text.

for the initial energy profile to hydrodynamics, the weak
coupling approximations made in the IP-glasma model
lead naturally to e�ective kinetic theory.

Fig. 1 shows a typical transverse (entropy) profile that
is used in current hydrodynamic simulations [21]. Clearly
during the equilibration process the profile will change
and generate intial flow. The equilibration time, c⌧init, is
short compared to the nuclear radius, R. For this reason
the prethermal evolution is insensitive to the global col-
lision geometry. Indeed, we may decompose the trans-
verse plane into causally disconnected patches of size
c⌧init � R whose prethermal evolution can be separately
determined. In these patches, the global nuclear geom-
etry determines a small gradient that can be considered
as a linear perturbation over a translationally invariant
background. Thus, corrections to initial conditions for
hydrodynamics from the global geometry are of order
c⌧init/R [22]. In addition to the global geometry, the ini-
tial energy density profile includes event-by-event fluc-
tuations at smaller scales set by the nucleon size Rp,
which is comparable to the causal horizon Rp ⇠ c⌧init.
Event-by-event fluctuations at these length scales are
suppressed by 1/

�
Npart where Npart is the number of

participating nucleons in the event, Npart ⇠ 100 � 300.
Therefore, such fluctuations can also be treated in a lin-
earized way as fluctuations over a translationally invari-
ant background. The structure of the initial profile at
even smaller scales is less well known, but in models based
on CGC, one expects fluctuations to subnuclear scales of
order the saturation momentum, Q�1

s ⇠ 0.1 fm.

Finally, an important scale is set by the mean free path,
which in a weakly coupled theory is of order 1/�2Te�

for states not too far from equilibrium. In practice, this
length scale is comparable, though slightly shorter than
the causal horizon and the nucleon scales. Without the
scale separation, the medium prethermal response to ini-
tial perturbations in the transverse plane can only be
computed by a calculation within the EKT. Fortunately,
as discussed above linearized kinetic theory is su�cient
to determine this response.

To summarize, our strategy is to use linearized ki-
netic theory to follow the hydrodynamization of pertur-
bations on top of a far-from-equilibrium Bjorken back-
ground with translational symmetry in the transverse di-
rections. This determines the stress tensor for hydrody-
namics at the initialization time. The length scales of
relevance are the nuclear-geometry, the nucleonic scale,
the causal horizon c⌧init, and the mean free path

R � Rp ⇠ c⌧init ⇠
1

�2Te�
.

By linearizing the problem and solving for the response,
we will determine a Green function describing how an
energy fluctuation at the earliest moments, ⌧ ⇠ 1/Qs,
evolves during the equilibration process to the hydrody-
namic fields, i.e. the energy and momentum densities,
�T 00(⌧init,x�) and �T 0i(⌧init,x�) respectively. We will
verify that the subsequent evolution is described by sec-
ond order hydrodynamics to certifiable precision.

In Section II we outline the linearized EKT, and study
the linear response of the EKT in equilibrium. In Sec-
tion III we systematically study the approach to equi-
librium of Fourier modes of specified k, starting with
a far from equilibrium initial state. In Section IV we
Fourier transform these results and determine a coor-
dinate space Green function which produces the appro-
priate initial conditions for hydrodynamics at ⌧init when
convolved with a specified initial state. We also analyze
the long wavelength limit of these Green functions, mak-
ing contact and providing additional insight into previous
work on preflow [22]. Finally, we discuss our conclusions
in Section V.

II. LINEARIZED KINETIC THEORY

A. Setup

At weak coupling the non-equilibrium evolution of the
boost invariant color and spin averaged gluon distribu-
tion function is described in terms of an e�ective kinetic
equation [14]

��fx�,p +
p

|p| · �x�fx�,p � pz

⌧
�pz

fx�,p = �C[fx�,p],

(1)

where the e�ective collision kernel C[f ] incorporates the
elastic 2 � 2 and inelastic 1 � 2 processes as required
for a leading order description in the coupling constant
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The kinetic phase of “bottom-Up” in 2015 Kurkela, Zhu

- Compare the longitudinal pressure T zz with hydro prediction to calibrate equilibration
Isotropization of background gluonic fields
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Equilibration, transverse dynamics, and green functions A. Mazeliauskas

∫
d2x′ δe(τ0,x

′)

e(τ0)
,
~∇e(τ0,x′)

e(τ0)︸ ︷︷ ︸
ip-glasma

×E(|x− x′|; τ, τ0)
︸ ︷︷ ︸

Green fcn

=
δe(τ,x)

e(τ)
,
~g(τ,x)

e(τ)︸ ︷︷ ︸
hydro

Green function

1. Assumes that τinit � R

2. Matches the early glasma kinetics, to an effective theory of hydro initial states Blaizot, Ollitrault

〈e(x)〉 〈e(x)e(y)〉 = A 〈e(x)〉 δ2(x− y)

3. Include momentum into the hydro initial state effective theory at first order in τinit/R

When the pre-equilibrium response is in, the hydro results will (hopefully) not depend at τinit
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Can we measure this ?

Need control parameters – system size, pT , rapidity, . . .



Sören Schlichting’s dream plot
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probe early time dynamics.

(SS arXiv:1601.01177)

Let’s put some numbers on the x axis . . .



When do you see initial state correlations ?

1. To see the initial state correlations we require

R� τinit or R/τinit � 1

2. Now we reach a thermal state in:

τinit '
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αs

)2.6

and Q2
s = αs

dN/dy

πR2
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-> Small systems provide a unique laboratory to 
probe early time dynamics.
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13 and 5.02 TeV pp template fits
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Remarks on pp:

1. Gradual transition from low to high mult.

2. Is v2 at small multiplicity is important?

- See CMS data on v2{4}, v2{6}, . . .
3. The v2 correlation does not decrease

with multipliticy, and factorizes

4. How are minijets modified in pT ?

The last stage of thermalization is

minijet-quenching



Can we measure this ?

Need control parameters – system size, pT , rapidity, . . .



Rapidity correlations Bozek, Broniowski

+ + . . .event by event

average

η η

average

event by event

de2

dη ≡ ∑
φ

de
dηe

i2φde
dη

1. An effective theory for hydro initial states must specify Bozek, Broniowski arxiv:1512.01945

〈
de(x)

dη

〉
and

〈
de(x)

dη1

de(y)

dη2

〉

conn

= A(η1, η2)︸ ︷︷ ︸
unknown

〈e(x)〉 δ(x− y)



Rapidity correlations
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A model for rapidity flucts that doesn’t work: Teaney&Bzdak
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︸ ︷︷ ︸
measurable rapidity odd correlations



Internal structure of rapidity correlations in flux tubes Pang; Bozek, Broniowski

1. In pA events the number of forward backward participants doesn’t fluctuate much

Less More

in the tube, not the participants

p
A

Fluctuations reflect the correlations

2. But, significant (rapidity-odd) longitudinal fluctuations of v2 are seen

Successful string-like models incorporate the dx/x parts of the splitting function

into the rapidity corelation function 〈e(η1)e(η2)〉

3. Opportunity to predict the functional form in CGC or EKRT model of Schenke, Schlichting
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Fluctuating strings p-Pb
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- fluctuations essential to describe event-plane decorrelation in p-Pb

Piotr Bożek Flow correlations in rapidity - Initial Stages 2016
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From the almost to truly intractable . . .

1. A path to document theoretically and experimentally the path to hydro

- System size, pT mini-jet quenching, rapidity

2. Going beyond weak coupling:

- Non-perturbatively calculate screening?

- Is the temperature scale perturbative?

Thank you!


