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Canada has a long history related to the history of the study and measurement of geomagnetism. In 1840, the
observatory at Toronto was part of a world-wide network for magnetic measurements; in the 19th century,
explorers and scientists were active in collecting magnetic data in field surveys throughout our territories; in
the 20th century, Canadian scientists did pioneering oceanographic and airborne studies; and today Canadian
physicists are part of the SWARM project from space. In this paper, I describe this history, in particular
some of the key instruments used by scientists in these diverse studies. The Canada Science and Technology
Museum is presently documenting and collecting instruments and records from this history. In addition, we
are combining our findings with British colleagues to create a larger, global picture of the magnetic crusade.
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