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Origins of ResearcherID

• User-driven initiative
– Research conducted in 2006-2007

• No single organization identified as natural home
– Thomson Reuters viewed as “neutral” source

• Thomson Reuters stepped forward in late 2007/early 2008

• A voluntary publicly available researcher registration and 
profile service
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• Researcher Citation Profiles (ResearcherID) for 
individuals
– Integrated with bibliographic managers (EndNote Web)
– Institutional upload service

• Web of Knowledge APIs for repository 
administators
– Web services APIs to extract article metadata for 

repository posting (Available very soon)
– Link technologies (eg Article Match Retrieve) for 

integration of citation data into repositories
http://isiwebofknowledge.com/realvalue/

Confidential - Thomson Reuters -- Not for Redistirbution

ResearcherID forms part of “Toolkit” to support 
university goals for repository services

http://isiwebofknowledge.com/realvalue/


Problem of Identity in Scholarly Communications

• Open Web: 
– Multiple
– Voluntary
– Anonymous
– Circumstantial

• Professional/Scholarly: 
– Unique 
– Public 
– Cumulative 
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Project Objectives
• Disambiguation and Identification

– These papers are authored by a single John Smith
– This John Smith is the one who now works at the university of…X

• Mobility & universality

• User control and privacy

• Ease of dissemination

• Publication list enrichment

• Records correction
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Stakeholders in Scholarly Identity

• Researchers

• Research Administrators

• Research Funders

• Publishers
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Some Approaches
• Authority File

– (eg Library of Congress Authorities) Precise, but resource intensive and ultimately 
limited in scope

• Algorithmic
– (eg Arrowsmith Author-ity) Good for search, but limited by metadata and quality of 

algorithm

• Voluntary Claiming
– (eg Repec) Successful where value proposition is clear

• Social Network
– (eg LinkedIn) Achieves success where integrated into specific professional activities

• Mandated
– (eg CNPq LATTES) Required by funding body

• Hybrid Models
– (eg Collexis Biomed Experts) Combines algorithmic and voluntary claiming



Image Source  J Napolitano 

http://www.isihighlycited.com (2004):

TR-maintained profiles

Users participate by providing 
information

Co-authors

Citing 
References

Cited 
References

Emails

Web of Science DAIS (2006): 

Disambiguated author profiles 

Users participate by 
validating/correcting

Evolution toward a Hybrid Model

http://www.isihighlycited.com/


ResearcherID.Com

http://www.researcherid.com (2008):

Users take full responsibility for 
building, using, creating, and 
evolving profiles using Web toolkit 
(e.g. APIs, mashlets, tagging)

http://www.researcherid.com/


http://www.is.titech.ac.jp/~shimo/index-j.html
http://subsurface.pnl.gov/
http://dsm.fujita-hu.ac.jp/Members/index.html


11

Workflow: Bibliographic Management & Export



A “Sponsored Registry” Identity System
Designed for Additional “Sponsors”

Secure

Unique identifier

Consistent metadata

Persistent location

Controlled permissions

Local Language

Researcher Registry

API/ Web Service Layer

ResearcherID.com
• UI for registry registration

• Create, modify, delete profile 
information

• Search of the registry – find 
colleagues by institution, keyword.

Web of Knowledge / 
EndNote Web

• Profile management

• Publication lists

• Personal metrics

Sponsor
• Integration with applications



Participation from the
Global Research Community

Top Five CountriesTop Five InstitutionsTop Ten Institutions

University College London

The University of Queensland

Monash University

Harvard University

University of Michigan

University of Pennsylvania

ETH Zurich

University of Cambridge

Stanford University

McGill University

United States
25%

United Kingdom
8%

China
8%

Australia
6%

Spain
5%

France
4%

Germany
4%

Brazil
3%

Canada
3%

Italy
2%Portugal

2%

Netherlands
2%

Japan
2%

India
2%

Switzerland
2%

Others
22%

Country Locations
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Assembling Federated Identities

http://shoichetlab.compbio.ucsf.edu/~kolb/Kolb/kolb.html


The Next Agenda?

?

Aggregator 

A&I Service 

University Evaluation Program

Authority File 

Open Web Community

Single-Publisher 

Environment

Question Posed at CrossRef Meeting, November 2006
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Thank You!
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