
CMS is split like a puzzle into 13 huge 
pieces very carefully lowered into 

the experimental cavern.

Hundreds of students 
have done  their research 

projects on CMS.

The largest part is 2000 tonnes 
and 15 meters tall and the 

smallest parts are microscopic.

CMS is deep underground in a huge 
cavern complex. The main cavern could 

hold the entire half-million population of 
Geneva (ok not comfortably, but all 

squeezed like sardines in a tin…). Before digging, the ground around the shafts 
had to be frozen with liquid nitrogen to avoid 
flooding when the digger reached the water 
table, a layer of water 40m underground.

The shafts and caverns were dug by 
mechanical hammers and diggers 
working continuously for 4 years.
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6 join us in asking Nature the oldest and deepest question:
Just  what  exactly are we made of?

©
 C

M
S/

CE
RN

 -
 P

AI
LH

AR
EY

/
VI

G
N

AU
X 

- 
11

/
0

6


