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Thermal history

In the past the Universe was not only much denser than today but also much hotter.

Age of the Universe: t0 ' 13.7 billion years

The most remarkable events
of the hot Universe:

Recombination
(electrons and protons
combine to neutral
hydrogen).

Nucleosyhthesis (the
formation of Helium,
Deuterium, ...)

Inflation ?
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Recombination

Since the photon (radiation) energy density scales like T 4 ∝ R−4 ∝ (z + 1)4 while
the matter density scales like mn ∝ R−3 ∝ (z + 1)3, at very early time, the
Universe is radiation dominated (z >∼ 4000, t <∼ 104 years).

At T ' 3000K (t ' 300′000years) the Universe is ’cold’ enough that protons and
electrons can combine to neutral hydrogen.

After this, photons no longer scatter with matter but propagate freely. Their energy
(and hence the temperature) is redshifted to T0 = 2.728K today, corresponding to
a density of about 400 photons per cm3.

This cosmic microwave background can be observed today in the (1– 400)GHz
range. It has a perfect blackbody spectrum.

It represents a ’photo’ of the Universe when it was about 300’000 years young,
corresponding to a redshift of z ' 1100.
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The cosmic microwave background: the spectrum

(Fixen et al. 1996)

Nobel Prize 1978 for Penzias and Wilson,
Nobel Prize 2006 for Mather

T0 = 2.728K ' −270.5oC
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The cosmic microwave background: anisotropies

Smoot et al. (1999), Nobel Prize 2006

Map of the CMB temperature: per-
fectly isotropic.

Subtracting the monopole a dipole
of amplitude ∼ 10−3 becomes vis-
ible. It is mainly due to the motion
of the solar system with respect of
the sphere of emission (last scatter-
ing surface).

And what is this? Left over after
subtracting the dipole. Fluctuations
of amplitude ∼ 10−5.
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The cosmic microwave background: anisotropies

ESA/Planck (2015)
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The cosmic microwave background: anisotropiesPlanck Collaboration: Cosmological parameters
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Fig. 1. The Planck 2015 temperature power spectrum. At multipoles ` � 30 we show the maximum likelihood frequency averaged
temperature spectrum computed from the Plik cross-half-mission likelihood with foreground and other nuisance parameters deter-
mined from the MCMC analysis of the base ⇤CDM cosmology. In the multipole range 2  `  29, we plot the power spectrum
estimates from the Commander component-separation algorithm computed over 94% of the sky. The best-fit base ⇤CDM theoretical
spectrum fitted to the Planck TT+lowP likelihood is plotted in the upper panel. Residuals with respect to this model are shown in
the lower panel. The error bars show ±1� uncertainties.

sults to the likelihood methodology by developing several in-
dependent analysis pipelines. Some of these are described in
Planck Collaboration XI (2015). The most highly developed of
these are the CamSpec and revised Plik pipelines. For the
2015 Planck papers, the Plik pipeline was chosen as the base-
line. Column 6 of Table 1 lists the cosmological parameters for
base ⇤CDM determined from the Plik cross-half-mission like-
lihood, together with the lowP likelihood, applied to the 2015
full-mission data. The sky coverage used in this likelihood is
identical to that used for the CamSpec 2015F(CHM) likelihood.
However, the two likelihoods di↵er in the modelling of instru-
mental noise, Galactic dust, treatment of relative calibrations and
multipole limits applied to each spectrum.

As summarized in column 8 of Table 1, the Plik and
CamSpec parameters agree to within 0.2�, except for ns, which
di↵ers by nearly 0.5�. The di↵erence in ns is perhaps not sur-
prising, since this parameter is sensitive to small di↵erences in
the foreground modelling. Di↵erences in ns between Plik and
CamSpec are systematic and persist throughout the grid of ex-
tended ⇤CDM models discussed in Sect. 6. We emphasise that
the CamSpec and Plik likelihoods have been written indepen-
dently, though they are based on the same theoretical framework.
None of the conclusions in this paper (including those based on

the full “TT,TE,EE” likelihoods) would di↵er in any substantive
way had we chosen to use the CamSpec likelihood in place of
Plik. The overall shifts of parameters between the Plik 2015
likelihood and the published 2013 nominal mission parameters
are summarized in column 7 of Table 1. These shifts are within
0.71� except for the parameters ⌧ and Ase�2⌧ which are sen-
sitive to the low multipole polarization likelihood and absolute
calibration.

In summary, the Planck 2013 cosmological parameters were
pulled slightly towards lower H0 and ns by the ` ⇡ 1800 4-K line
systematic in the 217 ⇥ 217 cross-spectrum, but the net e↵ect of
this systematic is relatively small, leading to shifts of 0.5� or
less in cosmological parameters. Changes to the low level data
processing, beams, sky coverage, etc. and likelihood code also
produce shifts of typically 0.5� or less. The combined e↵ect of
these changes is to introduce parameter shifts relative to PCP13
of less than 0.71�, with the exception of ⌧ and Ase�2⌧. The main
scientific conclusions of PCP13 are therefore consistent with the
2015 Planck analysis.

Parameters for the base ⇤CDM cosmology derived from
full-mission DetSet, cross-year, or cross-half-mission spectra are
in extremely good agreement, demonstrating that residual (i.e.
uncorrected) cotemporal systematics are at low levels. This is

8

∆T
T

(n) =
∑

a`mY`m(n)

C` = 〈|a`m|2〉

D` =
`(`+ 1)

2π
C`

∆T
T
' 2× 10−5

ESA/Planck (2015)
` = 200 corresponds to about 1o. ⇒ ’acoustic’ peaks. (θ ' 180o/`)

(This is roughly the double of the angular size of the full moon (or of the sun).)
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The cosmic microwave background: anisotropies

The matter distribution in the observed Universe is
not very homogeneous and isotropic. It is in form of
galaxies, clusters, filaments, voids.
The idea is that these large scale structures formed
by gravitational instability from small initial fluctua-
tions which have been set up very early in the Uni-
verse (during inflation).

These initial fluctuations are also imprinted in the CMB.

Once a given scale enters the horizon, fluctuations on this scale begin to oscillate
like acoustic waves (sound). The first peak corresponds to fluctuations which have
had time to make exactly 1 contraction since horizon entry until decoupling.

The second peak peak corresponds to fluctuations which have had time to make
exactly 1 contraction and 1 expansion since horizon entry until decoupling (under
density).

The third peak corresponds to fluctuations which have had time to make exactly 2
contractions (and 1 expansion) since horizon entry until decoupling. · · ·
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Combined CMB data
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The cosmic microwave background: parameters from Planck (2015)

The patches of peak amplitude temper-
ature fluctuations are standard rulers.
Their size is given by the age of the
Universe at the time of decoupling (re-
combination). The angle under which
we see these patches determines the
distance to the surface of last scattering.
(z = zdec ' 1100), d = r/θp.
The amplitude of the peaks depends on
the matter density (h = H0/100km/s/Mpc)

ρm ∝ Ωmh2 = 0.1417± 0.00097

and the difference of the amplitude of
even and odd peaks depends strongly
on the density of electrons and hence
baryons,

ρb ∝ Ωbh2 = 0.02230± 0.00014� Ωmh2

Most of the matter in the Universe is dark
and non-baryonic!

r

d

θ

Ruth Durrer (Université de Genève) Cosmology II August 3, 2016 11 / 23



The cosmic microwave background: parameters from Planck (2015)

The angle subtended by the 1st peak is (together with the CMB temperature) the best
measured number in cosmology,

θs =
rs

dA(zs)
= (1.04093± 0.00030)× 10−2 δθs/θs = 2.8× 10−4

rs =
2h/H0√

3(1 + zs)rωm
log



√

1 + zs + r +
√

(1+zs)rωr
ωm

+ r
√

1 + zs

(
1 +

√
rωr
ωm

)


 , r =

3ωb

4ωγ
.

(Ωx h2 ≡ ωx )

rs = (144.81± 0.24)Mpc .

rs

θs
= dA(zs) =

∫ zs

0

dz
H(z)

=
1

H0

∫ zs

0

dz√
Ωm(1 + z)3 + ΩK (1 + z)2 + ΩΛ

H0 = (67.74± 0.46) km/s/Mpc

( Local measurements find H0 = (73± 1.5)km/s/Mpc, Riess et al. 2016 )
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The cosmic microwave background: parameters from Planck (2015)

Combining CMB temperature anisotropies, polarisation and lensing breaks
degeneracies.

Planck Collaboration: Cosmological parameters
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Fig. 25. Power spectra drawn from the Planck TT+lowP posterior for the correlated matter isocurvature model, colour-coded by the
value of the isocurvature amplitude parameter ↵, compared to the Planck data points. The left-hand figure shows how the negatively-
correlated modes lower the large-scale temperature spectrum, slightly improving the fit at low multipoles. Including polarization, the
negatively-correlated modes are ruled out, as illustrated at the first acoustic peak in EE on the right-hand plot. Data points at ` < 30
are not shown for polarization, as they are included with both the default temperature and polarization likelihood combinations.
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Fig. 26. Constraints in the ⌦m–⌦⇤ plane from the Planck
TT+lowP data (samples; colour-coded by the value of H0) and
Planck TT,TE,EE+lowP (solid contours). The geometric degen-
eracy between ⌦m and ⌦⇤ is partially broken because of the ef-
fect of lensing on the temperature and polarization power spec-
tra. These limits are improved significantly by the inclusion
of the Planck lensing reconstruction (blue contours) and BAO
(solid red contours). The red contours tightly constrain the ge-
ometry of our Universe to be nearly flat.

more speculatively, there has been interest recently in “multi-
verse” models, in which topologically-open “pocket universes”
form by bubble nucleation (e.g., Coleman & De Luccia 1980;
Gott 1982) between di↵erent vacua of a “string landscape” (e.g.,
Freivogel et al. 2006; Bousso et al. 2013). Clearly, the detection
of a significant deviation from ⌦K = 0 would have profound
consequences for inflation theory and fundamental physics.

The Planck power spectra give the constraint

⌦K = �0.052+0.049
�0.055 (95%,Planck TT+lowP). (47)

The “geometric degeneracy” (Bond et al. 1997;
Zaldarriaga et al. 1997) allows for the small-scale linear
CMB spectrum to remain almost unchanged if changes in ⌦K
are compensated by changes in H0 to obtain the same angular
diameter distance to last scattering. The Planck constraint is
therefore mainly determined by the (wide) priors on H0, and the
e↵ect of lensing smoothing on the power spectra. As discussed
in Sect. 5.1, the Planck temperature power spectra show a slight
preference for more lensing than expected in the base ⇤CDM
cosmology, and since positive curvature increases the amplitude
of the lensing signal, this preference also drives ⌦K towards
negative values.

Taken at face value, Eq. (47) represents a detection of posi-
tive curvature at just over 2�, largely via the impact of lensing
on the power spectra. One might wonder whether this is mainly
a parameter volume e↵ect, but that is not the case, since the best
fit closed model has ��2 ⇡ 6 relative to base ⇤CDM, and the
fit is improved over almost all the posterior volume, with the
mean chi-squared improving by h��2i ⇡ 5 (very similar to the
phenomenological case of ⇤CDM+AL). Addition of the Planck
polarization spectra shifts ⌦K towards zero by �⌦K ⇡ 0.015:

⌦K = �0.040+0.038
�0.041 (95%,Planck TT,TE,EE+lowP), (48)

but ⌦K remains negative at just over 2�.
However the lensing reconstruction from Planck measures

the lensing amplitude directly and, as discussed in Sect. 5.1, this
does not prefer more lensing than base ⇤CDM. The combined
constraint shows impressive consistency with a flat universe:

⌦K = �0.005+0.016
�0.017 (95%,Planck TT+lowP+lensing). (49)

The dramatic improvement in the error bar is another illustration
of the power of the lensing reconstruction from Planck.

The constraint can be sharpened further by adding external
data that break the main geometric degeneracy. Combining the
Planck data with BAO, we find

⌦K = 0.000 ± 0.005 (95%, Planck TT+lowP+lensing+BAO).
(50)

38

(Planck 2015)

ΩK = 0.000± 0.005 at 95%
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Baryon acoustic oscillations

The acoustic peaks are also visible in the matter power spectrum. (= The mean square
amplitude of fluctuations of a given size.)14 L. Anderson et al.

Figure 8. The CMASS DR9 power spectra before (left) and after (right) reconstruction with the best-fit models overplotted. The vertical dotted lines show
the range of scales fitted (0.02 < k < 0.3 h Mpc�1), and the inset shows the BAO within this k-range, determined by dividing both model and data by the
best-fit model calculated (including window function convolution) with no BAO. Error bars indicate

p
Cii for the power spectrum and the rms error calculated

from fitting BAO to the 600 mocks in the inset (see Section 4.2 for details).

an estimate of the “redshift-space” power, binned into bins in k of
width 0.04 h Mpc�1.

6.2 Fitting the power spectrum

We fit the observed redshift-space power spectrum, calculated as
described in Section 6, with a two component model comprising a
smooth cubic spline multiplied by a model for the BAO, following
the procedure developed by Percival et al. (2007a,c, 2010). The
model power spectrum is given by

P (k)m = P (k)smooth ⇥ Bm(k/↵), (32)

where P (k)smooth is a smooth model that fits the overall shape
of the power spectrum, and the BAO model Bm(k), calculated for
our fiducial cosmology, is scaled by the dilation parameter ↵ as
defined in Eq. 21. The calculation of the BAO model is described
in detail below. This scaling of the acoustic signal is identical to
that used in the correlation function fits, although the differing non-
linear prescriptions in (Eqns 23 & 32) means that the non-linear
BAO damping is treated in a subtly different way.

Each power spectrum model to be fitted is convolved with the
survey window function, giving our final model power spectrum to
be compared with the data. The window function for this convolu-
tion is the normalised power in a Fourier transform of the weighted
survey coverage, as defined by the random catalogue, and is calcu-
lated using the same Fourier procedure described in Section 6 (e.g.
Percival et al. 2007c). This is then fitted to express the window
function as a matrix relating the model power spectrum evaluated
at 1000 wavenumbers, kn, equally spaced in 0 < k < 2 h Mpc�1,
to the central wavenumbers of the observed bandpowers ki:

P (ki)fit =
X

n

W (ki, kn)P (kn)m � W (ki, 0). (33)

The final term W (ki, 0) arises because we estimate the average
galaxy density from the sample, and is related to the integral con-
straint in the correlation function. In fact this term is smooth (as

the power of the window function is smooth), and so can be ab-
sorbed into the smooth component of the fit, and we therefore do
not explicitly include this term in our fits.

To model the overall shape of the galaxy clustering power
spectrum we use a cubic spline (Press et al. 1992), with nine nodes
fixed empirically at k = 0.001, and 0.02 < k < 0.4 with
�k = 0.05, matching that adopted in Percival et al. (2007c, 2010).
This model was tested in these papers, but we show in Section B3
that it also provides an excellent fit to the overall shape of the DR9
CMASS mock catalogues, and that there is no evidence for devia-
tions for the fits to the data.

To calculate our fiducial BAO model, we start with a linear
matter power spectrum P (k)lin, calculated using CAMB (Lewis et
al. 2000), which numerically solves the Boltzman equation describ-
ing the physical processes in the Universe before the baryon-drag
epoch. We then evolve using the HALOFIT prescription (Smith
et al. 2003), giving an approximation to the evolved power spec-
trum at the effective redshift of the survey. To extract the BAO, this
power spectrum is fitted with a model as given by Eq. 32, where we
adopt a fixed BAO model (BEH) calculated using the Eisenstein &
Hu (1998) fitting formulae at the same fiducial cosmology. Divid-
ing P (k)lin by the best-fit smooth power spectrum component from
this fit produces our BAO model, which we denote BCAMB.

We damp the acoustic oscillations to allow for non-linear ef-
fects

Bm = (BCAMB � 1)e�k2⌃2
nl/2 + 1, (34)

where the damping scale ⌃nl is a fitted parameter. We assume
a Gaussian prior on ⌃nl with width ±2 h�1 Mpc, centred on
8.24 h�1 Mpc for pre-reconstruction fits and 4.47 h�1 Mpc for
post-reconstruction fits, matching the average recovered values
from fits to the 600 mock catalogs with no prior. The exact width of
the prior is not important, but if we do not include such a prior, then
the fit can become unstable with respect to local minima at extreme
values.

c� 2011 RAS, MNRAS 000, 2–33

from Anderson et al. ’12

SDSS-III (BOSS)
power spectrum.

H0 = (68.11± 0.86)km/s/Mpc

(Cheng & Huang, 2014)
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The cosmological composition

Data: CMB + BAO + SN Ia

H0 = (67.7± 0.5)km/s/Mpc

= h100km/s/Mpc

Ωm = 0.3± 0.01

Ωbh2 = 0.0223± 0.00016

ΩK = 0.00± 0.005 (95%)

ΩΛ = 0.7± 0.01

Ωradh2 = 0.48× 10−5

age = (13.81± 0.026)Gyr
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Dark matter

Most of the matter in the Universe is in the form of
an unknown non-baryonic component which does
not interact with photons (dark).

Also most of the baryonic matter is in the form of gas
which does not emit visible light.

The first to postulate dark matter was the Swiss
astronomer Fritz Zwicky. He realized that binding
galaxy clusters gravitationally, requires about 100
times more mass than the mass of all its stars (HPA,
1933).

In the 70ties, the American astronomer Vera Rubin
has shown that also galaxies are dominated by dark
matter which contributes about 10 times more to
their mass than the stars.
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Dark matter

Rubin found that the rotation curves of test particles (stars, hydrogen atoms) rotating
around galaxies do not show the expected decay of the velocity,

v2 =
GM

r
, v ∝ 1√

r

but have v = constant. Kepler’s law then requires that M ∝ r .
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Dark matter is non-baryonic

These original discoveries do not shed any light on the nature of dark matter
except that it does not emit visible photons.

X ray observations show that a part (about 10% ) of dark matter in clusters is in
the form of hot gas emitting X rays.

Estimations of cluster masses (and CMB and LSS observations) yield
Ωmh2 ' 0.14

CMB anisotropies (and nucleosynthesis) require Ωbh2 ' 0.02

Hence most of dark matter (env. 85%) is non-baryonic.
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Dark matter : Candidates

What could this dark matter be?

A stable particle which do not couple to photons.

Neutrino (cannot be bound in dwarf galaxies, too little small scale structure).  
Sterile Neutrino which is more massive but less abundant ?

Neutralino (stable particle in most simple models of super-symmetry⇒ LHC) ?

Axion (Hypothetical stable particle required to solve the ’strong CP problem’) ?

Primordial black holes ?

Wimpzillas ?

Gravitinos ?

All these candidates require physics beyond the standard model!
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Dark energy models

Cosmological constant / vacuum energy
Provides a good fit to the data, but nobody understands its value and which it
comes to dominate exactly ’now’.
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Dark energy models

Quintessence
A scalar field which first follows the scaling of matter and radiation and has started
to dominate recently.

Can reproduce the data if its behavior is close to a cosmological constant.
Planck Collaboration: Cosmological parameters
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Fig. 27. Samples from the distribution of the dark energy pa-
rameters w0 and wa using Planck TT+lowP+BAO+JLA data,
colour-coded by the value of the Hubble parameter H0. Contours
show the corresponding 68 % and 95 % limits. Dashed grey lines
intersect at the point in parameter space corresponding to a cos-
mological constant.

This constraint is unchanged at the quoted precision if we add
the JLA supernovae data and the H0 prior of Eq. (30).

Figure 26 illustrates these results in the ⌦m–⌦⇤ plane. We
adopt Eq. (50) as our most reliable constraint on spatial curva-
ture. Our Universe appears to be spatially flat to an accuracy of
0.5%.

6.3. Dark energy

The physical explanation for the observed accelerated expansion
of the Universe is currently not known. In standard ⇤CDM the
acceleration is provided by a cosmological constant satisfying an
equation of state w ⌘ pDE/⇢DE = �1. However, there are many
possible alternatives, typically described either in terms of extra
degrees of freedom associated with scalar fields or modifications
of general relativity on cosmological scales (for reviews see e.g.,
Copeland et al. 2006; Tsujikawa 2010). A detailed study of these
models and the constraints imposed by Planck and other data is
presented in a separate paper, Planck Collaboration XIV (2015).

Here we will limit ourselves to the most basic extensions
of ⇤CDM, which can be phenomenologically described in
terms of the equation of state parameter w alone. Specifically
we will use the camb implementation of the “parameterized
post-Friedmann” (PPF) framework of Hu & Sawicki (2007) and
Fang et al. (2008) to test whether there is any evidence that w
varies with time. This framework aims to recover the behaviour
of canonical (i.e., those with a standard kinetic term) scalar field
cosmologies minimally coupled to gravity when w � �1, and
accurately approximates them for values w ⇡ �1. In these mod-
els the speed of sound is equal to the speed of light so that the
clustering of the dark energy inside the horizon is strongly sup-
pressed. The advantage of using the PPF formalism is that it is
possible to study the “phantom domain”, w < �1, including tran-
sitions across the “phantom barrier”, w = �1, which is not pos-
sible for canonical scalar fields.

The CMB temperature data alone does not strongly constrain
w, because of a strong geometrical degeneracy even for spatially-
flat models. From Planck we find

w = �1.54+0.62
�0.50 (95%,Planck TT+lowP), (51)

i.e., almost a 2� shift into the phantom domain. This is partly,
but not entirely, a parameter volume e↵ect, with the average ef-
fective �2 improving by h��2i ⇡ 2 compared to base ⇤CDM.
This is consistent with the preference for a higher lensing am-
plitude discussed in Sect. 5.1.2, improving the fit in the w < �1
region, where the lensing smoothing amplitude becomes slightly
larger. However, the lower limit in Eq. (51) is largely determined
by the (arbitrary) prior H0 < 100 km s�1Mpc�1, chosen for the
Hubble parameter. Much of the posterior volume in the phan-
tom region is associated with extreme values for cosmological
parameters,which are excluded by other astrophysical data. The
mild tension with base ⇤CDM disappears as we add more data
that break the geometrical degeneracy. Adding Planck lensing
and BAO, JLA and H0 (“ext”) gives the 95 % constraints:

w = �1.023+0.091
�0.096 Planck TT+lowP+ext ; (52a)

w = �1.006+0.085
�0.091 Planck TT+lowP+lensing+ext ; (52b)

w = �1.019+0.075
�0.080 Planck TT,TE,EE+lowP+lensing+ext .

(52c)

The addition of Planck lensing, or using the full Planck tem-
perature+polarization likelihood together with the BAO, JLA,
and H0 data does not substantially improve the constraint of
Eq. (52a). All of these data set combinations are compatible with
the base ⇤CDM value of w = �1. In PCP13, we conservatively
quoted w = �1.13+0.24

�0.25, based on combining Planck with BAO,
as our most reliable limit on w. The errors in Eqs. (52a)–(52c) are
substantially smaller, mainly because of the addition of the JLA
SNe data, which o↵er a sensitive probe of the dark energy equa-
tion of state at z <⇠ 1. In PCP13, the addition of the SNLS SNe
data pulled w into the phantom domain at the 2� level, reflecting
the tension between the SNLS sample and the Planck 2013 base
⇤CDM parameters. As noted in Sect. 5.3, this discrepancy is no
longer present, following improved photometric calibrations of
the SNe data in the JLA sample. One consequence of this is the
tightening of the errors in Eqs. (52a)–(52c) around the ⇤CDM
value w = �1 when we combine the JLA sample with Planck.

If w di↵ers from �1, it is likely to change with time. We
consider here the case of a Taylor expansion of w at first order in
the scale factor, parameterized by

w = w0 + (1 � a)wa. (53)

More complex models of dynamical dark energy are discussed
in Planck Collaboration XIV (2015). Figure 27 shows the 2D
marginalized posterior distribution for w0 and wa for the com-
bination Planck+BAO+JLA. The JLA SNe data are again cru-
cial in breaking the geometrical degeneracy at low redshift and
with these data we find no evidence for a departure from the
base ⇤CDM cosmology. The points in Fig. 27 show samples
from these chains colour-coded by the value of H0. From these
MCMC chains, we find H0 = (68.2 ± 1.1) km s�1Mpc�1. Much
higher values of H0 would favour the phantom regime, w < �1.

As pointed out in Sects. 5.5.2 and 5.6 the CFHTLenS weak
lensing data are in tension with the Planck base ⇤CDM parame-
ters. Examples of this tension can be seen in investigations of
dark energy and modified gravity, since some of these mod-
els can modify the growth rate of fluctuations from the base

39

w = P/ρE = −1± 0.08
=pressure/(energy density)

w(z) = w0 + z
1+z wa

Planck (2015)
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Figure 26 illustrates these results in the ⌦m–⌦⇤ plane. We
adopt Eq. (50) as our most reliable constraint on spatial curva-
ture. Our Universe appears to be spatially flat to an accuracy of
0.5%.

6.3. Dark energy

The physical explanation for the observed accelerated expansion
of the Universe is currently not known. In standard ⇤CDM the
acceleration is provided by a cosmological constant satisfying an
equation of state w ⌘ pDE/⇢DE = �1. However, there are many
possible alternatives, typically described either in terms of extra
degrees of freedom associated with scalar fields or modifications
of general relativity on cosmological scales (for reviews see e.g.,
Copeland et al. 2006; Tsujikawa 2010). A detailed study of these
models and the constraints imposed by Planck and other data is
presented in a separate paper, Planck Collaboration XIV (2015).

Here we will limit ourselves to the most basic extensions
of ⇤CDM, which can be phenomenologically described in
terms of the equation of state parameter w alone. Specifically
we will use the camb implementation of the “parameterized
post-Friedmann” (PPF) framework of Hu & Sawicki (2007) and
Fang et al. (2008) to test whether there is any evidence that w
varies with time. This framework aims to recover the behaviour
of canonical (i.e., those with a standard kinetic term) scalar field
cosmologies minimally coupled to gravity when w � �1, and
accurately approximates them for values w ⇡ �1. In these mod-
els the speed of sound is equal to the speed of light so that the
clustering of the dark energy inside the horizon is strongly sup-
pressed. The advantage of using the PPF formalism is that it is
possible to study the “phantom domain”, w < �1, including tran-
sitions across the “phantom barrier”, w = �1, which is not pos-
sible for canonical scalar fields.

The CMB temperature data alone does not strongly constrain
w, because of a strong geometrical degeneracy even for spatially-
flat models. From Planck we find

w = �1.54+0.62
�0.50 (95%,Planck TT+lowP), (51)

i.e., almost a 2� shift into the phantom domain. This is partly,
but not entirely, a parameter volume e↵ect, with the average ef-
fective �2 improving by h��2i ⇡ 2 compared to base ⇤CDM.
This is consistent with the preference for a higher lensing am-
plitude discussed in Sect. 5.1.2, improving the fit in the w < �1
region, where the lensing smoothing amplitude becomes slightly
larger. However, the lower limit in Eq. (51) is largely determined
by the (arbitrary) prior H0 < 100 km s�1Mpc�1, chosen for the
Hubble parameter. Much of the posterior volume in the phan-
tom region is associated with extreme values for cosmological
parameters,which are excluded by other astrophysical data. The
mild tension with base ⇤CDM disappears as we add more data
that break the geometrical degeneracy. Adding Planck lensing
and BAO, JLA and H0 (“ext”) gives the 95 % constraints:

w = �1.023+0.091
�0.096 Planck TT+lowP+ext ; (52a)

w = �1.006+0.085
�0.091 Planck TT+lowP+lensing+ext ; (52b)

w = �1.019+0.075
�0.080 Planck TT,TE,EE+lowP+lensing+ext .

(52c)

The addition of Planck lensing, or using the full Planck tem-
perature+polarization likelihood together with the BAO, JLA,
and H0 data does not substantially improve the constraint of
Eq. (52a). All of these data set combinations are compatible with
the base ⇤CDM value of w = �1. In PCP13, we conservatively
quoted w = �1.13+0.24

�0.25, based on combining Planck with BAO,
as our most reliable limit on w. The errors in Eqs. (52a)–(52c) are
substantially smaller, mainly because of the addition of the JLA
SNe data, which o↵er a sensitive probe of the dark energy equa-
tion of state at z <⇠ 1. In PCP13, the addition of the SNLS SNe
data pulled w into the phantom domain at the 2� level, reflecting
the tension between the SNLS sample and the Planck 2013 base
⇤CDM parameters. As noted in Sect. 5.3, this discrepancy is no
longer present, following improved photometric calibrations of
the SNe data in the JLA sample. One consequence of this is the
tightening of the errors in Eqs. (52a)–(52c) around the ⇤CDM
value w = �1 when we combine the JLA sample with Planck.

If w di↵ers from �1, it is likely to change with time. We
consider here the case of a Taylor expansion of w at first order in
the scale factor, parameterized by

w = w0 + (1 � a)wa. (53)

More complex models of dynamical dark energy are discussed
in Planck Collaboration XIV (2015). Figure 27 shows the 2D
marginalized posterior distribution for w0 and wa for the com-
bination Planck+BAO+JLA. The JLA SNe data are again cru-
cial in breaking the geometrical degeneracy at low redshift and
with these data we find no evidence for a departure from the
base ⇤CDM cosmology. The points in Fig. 27 show samples
from these chains colour-coded by the value of H0. From these
MCMC chains, we find H0 = (68.2 ± 1.1) km s�1Mpc�1. Much
higher values of H0 would favour the phantom regime, w < �1.

As pointed out in Sects. 5.5.2 and 5.6 the CFHTLenS weak
lensing data are in tension with the Planck base ⇤CDM parame-
ters. Examples of this tension can be seen in investigations of
dark energy and modified gravity, since some of these mod-
els can modify the growth rate of fluctuations from the base

39

w = P/ρE = −1± 0.08
=pressure/(energy density)

w(z) = w0 + z
1+z wa

Planck (2015)
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Dark energy models

Modification of gravity at large scales, e.g. massive gravity, degravitation, extra
dimensions.

Backreaction: If structure formation leads to relevant modifications of the
geometry, this could modify the relation between distance and redshift...
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Conclusions

Observations SN
15 years after the discovery of the accelerated expansion of the Universe,
observations of several 100 supernovae of type Ia confirm it at more than 7σ.

Other data also require dark energy
CMB, BAO, ....

Cosmological constant
A cosmological constant or vacuum energy which contributes about 70% to the
energy density of the Universe is in good agreement with data.

Dark matter
25% of the energy density of the Universe is in the form of non-baryonic dark
matter. Even if several reasonable candidates exist, we still have not been able to
identify dark matter 80 years after it has been first postulated by Fritz Zwicky.

Baryons
Only about 5% of the energy density of the present Universe is in the form of
matter as we find it in our solar system, ordinary atoms made out of baryons and
electrons.
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