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First	mee1ng	of	EPTN		
8	May	2015	ESTRO	office	

•  European	Par+cle	Therapy	Network	(EPTN)	was	established	in	2015	
in	response	to	the	increasing	number	of	par+cle	therapy	centres	in	
Europe	

•  Important	to	cooperate	among	centres	and	integrate	par1cles	(i.e.	
protons	and	carbons)	in	the	framework	of	clinical	research	
networks	

•  Par+cle	therapy	needs	to	be	well	aligned	with	other	radia1on	
techniques	as	well	as	with	general	developments	in	cancer	
research	and	pa+ent	care	

•  All	major	European	centres	interested	in	par+cle	therapy	were	
invited,	with	28	centres	and	two	research	organisa+ons	(EORTC	,	
CERN)	represented	

•  It	was	emphasized	that	the	ini+a+ve	should	be	fully	inclusive	and	
integra1ve	

•  The	par+cipants	agreed	to	have	joint	European	ini+a+ves	and	
coopera+on	in	PT	and	to	launch	smaller	working	par1es	(WPs)	





Second	mee1ng		
18	May	2016	ESTRO	office	

•  27	centres,	EORTC	and	CERN.		
•  Update	on	the	ac+vi+es	of	the	WPs	and	
discuss	the	way	forward.		





Vision	and	scope	for	clinical	trials	
in	a	European	network	(WP3)	

•  Emphasis	should	be	on	performing	high	quality	trials	with	properly	selected	
candidates	and	using	relevant,	validated	clinical	endpoints	

•  A	small	number	of	pivotal	RCTs	are	urgently	needed,	but	most	pa+ents	will	enter	
other	types	of	controlled	trials,	and	we	need	to	develop	/	test	/	validate	the	
methodologies	(e.g.	“cohort	mul+ple	RCT”)	

•  Model-based	selec+on	(as	predic+ve	biomarker)	is	a	useful	concept	for	NTCP	
based	studies,	and	this	concept	should	later	be	extended	to	incorporate	also	TCP	

•  European	centers	must	join	forces	to	create	such	trials	and	evidence	soon		
•  Trials	involving	state-of-the-art	photon	RT	are	welcome,	as	par+cle	therapy	should	

be	seen	as	an	integral	component	of	radia+on	oncology	
•  European	trials	should	be	open	to	accredited	centers	with	exper+se	and	rela+ve	

high	numbers	who	wish	to	collaborate		
•  Prospec+ve	collec+on	of	high	quality	data	for	proton	pa+ents	treated	outside	of	

clinical	trials	(using	common	ontology	and	data	collec+on	forms)		
•  There	is	a	need	to	develop	a	European	QA	plaWorm	for	par+cle	therapy	trials	
	
	



Full	report	from	all	WPs	in	latest	
ESTRO	newsleZer	

www.estro.org/about		



Conclusions	from	the	mee1ng	
•  Educa+on	and	training	issues	will	need	to	be	addressed	
•  Par+cle	therapy	is	expensive	so	collabora+on	is	
important:	
– We	should	engage	with	industry	in	a	way	that	ensures	that	
par+cipa+ng	centres	have	control	over	pa+ent	data	

–  Joint	efforts	to	source	funding	from	the	European	
Commission	

•  We	need	to	map	what	centres	are	doing	to	be	able	to	
iden+fy	gaps	for	future	work	

•  A	subgroup	for	paediatric	tumours	is	needed	
•  The	group	agreed	that	a	more	tangible	associa+on	with	
ESTRO	would	be	more	meaningful	for	recogni+on	and	
requested	to	become	a	task	force	of	ESTRO.	The	ESTRO	
board	will	consider	the	request	

•  The	EPTN	will	next	meet	in	Brussels	2017	


