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MORE INFORMATION

Read our Annual Reports for yearly

summaries of our activities.

See some of the scientists and

scholars we have helped.

Learn More About Us

What we seek to achieve

Academ ic fr eedom  for  a ll scien tists, physicia n s, en gin eer s an d  sch ola r s

Fr eedom  of exch an ge of scien tific an d  oth er  sch ola r ly in for m a tion , da ta  an d

per son n el

Fr eedom  of r esea r ch , in qu ir y, pu b lica tion  an d  tr a vel to an d  fr om  sch ola r ly a n d

scien tific m eetin gs

Fr eedom  of a ssocia tion

Fr eedom  of em igra tion

Recogn ition , im plem en ta tion  an d  p r eser va tion  of h u m a n  r igh ts, in d ivid u a l a n d

collective, w ith ou t d istin ction s ba sed  on  r a ce, la n gu age, r eligion , sex or  n a tion a l

or igin

Com plian ce by gover n m en ts w ith  p r ovision s of in ter n a tion a l a gr eem en ts th ey h a ve

sign ed  per ta in in g to th e h u m a n  r igh ts of scien tists

What we do to accomplish

our purpose

Mon itor  an d  d ocu m en t viola tion s of th e h u m a n  r igh ts

an d  scien tific fr eedom  of scien tists a ll over  th e w or ld

Pr otest d ir ectly to r epr essive gover n m en ts an d  u r ge

sim ila r  a ction  by p r ofession a l societies a n d  in d ividu a l

scien tists

Pu b licize h u m an  r igh ts abu ses th r ou gh  a ll ava ilab le m ed ia

Dr aw  a tten tion  to abu ses by con du ctin g p etition  d r ives a t scien tific m eetin gs,

or ga n izin g p r ess con fer en ces a n d  w r itin g letter s to th e ed itor s of p r in t m edia

Ma in ta in  close con ta ct w ith  m em ber s of U.S. Con gr ess a n d  th e Execu tive Bra n ch  to

secu r e th eir  su ppor t a n d  in ter ven tion  for  im per iled  collea gu es

Obta in  in vita tion s for  opp r essed  collea gu es to a tten d  scien tific con fer en ces or

accep t visitin g p r ofessor sh ip s a t u n iver sities, th u s givin g p r om in en ce to th eir

p r ofession a l sta n d in g an d  bu ild in g su ppor t for  th em

En cou rage p r osp ective pa r ticipa n ts in  in ter n a tion a l con fer en ces a n d  exch an ge

p r ogram s to r ela te th eir  pa r ticipa tion  to th e h ost cou n tr y’s h u m an  r igh ts r ecor d ,

an d  to p r otest viola tion s to its gover n m en ta l a n d  scien tific officia ls

Str en gth en  th e m ora le of colleagu es cu t off fr om  m a in str eam  scien ce in  th eir  ow n

cou n tr ies th r ou gh  m a il, teleph on e ca lls an d  visits fr om  Am er ica n  collea gu es.

Sp on sor  th e ir  m em ber sh ips in  scien tific socie ties an d  th eir  su b scr ip tion s to

p r ofession a l jou r n a ls

Pr ovide m a ter ia l a ssistan ce to th ose  w h o h a ve been  d ism issed  fr om  pr ofession a l

em p loym en t a n d  to th e fam ilies of th ose ja iled

Com m ittee  o f Conce rne d Scie ntists

222 W. 135th  Str eet, Su ite 3A

New  Yor k, NY 10030

ca r olva lor is@con cer n edscien tists.or g

Car ol Su san  Va lor is, Execu tive Dir ector
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Committee on International Freedom of Scientists

The membership of the Committee on International Freedom of Scientists consists of nine (9) persons

selected by the Committee on Committees and appointed by the PresidentElect to staggered threeyear

terms. The PresidentElect appoints the Chair from among the members. This Committee is responsible for

monitoring concerns regarding human rights for scientists throughout the world. It apprises the President,

the Board and Council of problems encountered by scientists in the pursuit of their scientific interests or in

effecting satisfactory communication with other scientists and may recommend to the President and Council

appropriate courses of action designed to alleviate such problems.

Chair: Don A Howard (/membsec/profile/meminfo.cfm?CustID=0FD5C3D0420E5B42) (01/16  12/17) 

Univ of Notre Dame

Past Chair: Herbert L Berk (/membsec/profile/meminfo.cfm?CustID=7BA0C4D44A075F43) (01/16  12/16) 

Univ of Texas, Austin

Member: Surajit Sen (/membsec/profile/meminfo.cfm?CustID=6AA0C5D7490F5A47) (01/15  12/17) 

State Univ of NY  Buffalo

Member: Margarita Ryutova (/membsec/profile/meminfo.cfm?CustID=0FD5C3D1430A5B45) (01/14 

12/16) 

Lawrence Livermore Natl Lab

Member: Joel L Lebowitz (/membsec/profile/meminfo.cfm?CustID=75A0C3D2420C5641) (01/16  12/18) 

Rutgers Univ

Member: Kotik K Lee (/membsec/profile/meminfo.cfm?CustID=75A0C1D5420F5B44) (01/14  12/16) 

BoozAllen & Hamilton Inc

Member: Vladimir Mirnov (/membsec/profile/meminfo.cfm?CustID=0FD5C3D64B0D5B41) (01/16  12/18) 

Univ of Wisconsin, Madison

Member: Prof Usha Mallik (/membsec/profile/meminfo.cfm?CustID=0FD5C3D54F075740) (01/16  12/18) 

Univ of Iowa

Member: Peter Schmelcher (/membsec/profile/meminfo.cfm?CustID=0FD5C3D1490B5945) (01/14  12/16)

Univ Hamburg

 Washington Post OpEd: "Free Omid Kokabee, another Iranian Prisoner of Conscience"

(https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/freeomidkokabeeanotheriranianprisonerof

conscience/2015/10/30/18640a647e8211e5b575d8dcfedb4ea1_story.html)

 CIFS opposes designation of Dynasty Foundation & Sakharov Center in Russia as "foreign agents"

(/about/governance/committees/cifs/upload/DynastyFoundationSakharovCenter.pdf) 

 CIFS statement opposing academic boycotts (/about/governance/committees/cifs/upload/CIFSStatement

onBoycottsJuly2013.pdf) 

 International Affairs Programs (/programs/international/index.cfm)

(/)
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“ I  feel  a great

grati tude to you and

your  network that

welcomed me from

the beginning… Your

help, your  generosi ty,

i s a moral debt that I

w i l l  car r y in my

mind and my hear t.”

SAR’s Found ing Con feren ce at

the Un iver si ty  of  Ch icago

(h t tps:// www.sch olar satr i sk .or g/ )

GET HELP (HTTPS://WWW.SCHOLARSATRISK.ORG/GET-HELP/)

GET INVOLVED (HTTPS://WWW.SCHOLARSATRISK.ORG/GET-INVOLVED-

INSTITUTIONS/)

GIVE TODAY

(HTTPS://SALSA4.SALSALABS.COM/O/50943/DONATE_PAGE/GIVETODAY)

Protecting scholar s and the freedom to think, question and share ideas

(https://www.scholarsatr i sk.org/about/ )

About

Scholar s at  Risk  i s an  in ter n at ion al  networ k  of  i nst i tu t ion s and

in d iv iduals wh ose m ission  i t  i s to p rotect scholar s and p rom ote

academ ic f r eedom .

Scholar s at  Risk  o�er s safety  by  ar r an gin g tem por ar y

academ ic posi t ion s at  m em ber  un iver si t ies an d

col leges to scholar s f acing gr ave th reats, so scholar s’

ideas are n ot lost  an d they  can  keep wor k ing un t i l

cond i t i on s im prove and  they  can  retur n  to th ei r

hom e coun tr ies.

Scholar s at  Risk  also p rov ides adv isor y  ser v i ces for

v isi t in g scholar s an d thei r  hosts, cam paigns for

sch olar s wh o are im pr i son ed or  si lenced  in  th ei r

hom e coun tr ies, m on i tor ing of  at tacks on  h igh er

educat ion  com m un i t ies wor ldw ide, an d  leader sh ip  in

dep loy ing new  tools and  str ategies for  p rom ot ing

academ ic f r eedom  and im prov ing r espect for

un iver si ty  values ever y where.

I n st i tu t i on s an d  in d iv iduals wh o sh are in  these values are inv i ted  to join  the N etwork

<https://ww w.scholar satr isk.or g/ the-netw ork/> and get involved  <https://ww w.scholar satr i sk.or g/get- i nvolved- insti tut i ons/> i n

SAR’s oppor tun i t i es for  en gagem en t in clud ing h ost ing th reaten ed sch olar s, advocat in g for

im pr i soned  academ ics, m on i tor ing at tacks on  h igher  educat ion  an d jo in in g wor k in g

groups, am on g other s.

H istory
Scholar s at  Risk  began  at  the Un iver si ty  of  Ch icago  i n  1999. T h e

N etwor k  laun ched w i th  a m ajor  in ter n at ion al  con feren ce at  the

un iver si ty  in  June 20 0 0 . (To read  SAR’s By laws, cl i ck  h ere.)

Sin ce th en , scores of  un iver si t i es have joined  the N etwor k  an d

helped  to defend  th ousands of  scholar s ar oun d the wor ld .  (To

see i f  your  i nst i tu t ion  i s a SAR m em ber, v i si t  our  m em ber sh ip

d i r ector y.)

I n  20 0 1, Sch olar s at  Risk  jo ined w i th  oth er  i n ter nat ion al

educat ion  an d  h um an  r igh ts or gan izat ions to laun ch

the N etwor k  for  Educat ion  an d  Academ ic Righ ts (N EAR). N EAR

was a clear in ghouse of  in for m at ion  on  academ ic f r eedom  and

educat ion  r igh ts. W hen  N EAR d isbanded SAR con t in ued th is

wor k th rough  i ts Academ ic Freedom  M ed ia Rev iew, Scholars-
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 (https:/ /twitter.com/aaas_srhrl)

 (https:/ /www.facebook.com/SRHRL)

Science and Human Rights Coalition
(/program/science-human-rights-coalition)

PART OF THE SCIENTIFIC RESPONSIBILITY, HUMAN RIGHTS AND LAW PROGRAM (/PROGRAM/SCIENTIFIC-

RESPONSIBILITY-HUMAN-RIGHTS-LAW)

Science and Human Rights Coalit ion

Meeting Provides Connections Around

Climate (/news/science-and-human-

rights-coalit ion-meeting-provides-

connections-around-climate)10 August  2016

August 2016 Science and Human Rights

Report (/news/august-2016-science-and-

human-rights-report)

4 August  2016

July 2016 Science and Human Rights

Report (/news/july-2016-science-and-

human-rights-report)

5 July 2016



Expulsion of North-Korean physicists

March 2, 2016

Ok Song AN
CHol Jun KANG
Kwang Hyok JONG
Ui Ri MUN

working on string theory and DNA  
must be thrown out of SISSA→



Critical situation in Turkey
(details provided by Ayse Erzan) 

Members of the academic and scientific community 
under attack by the Turkish government

In January 2016, 2218 researchers and faculty signed a  peace petition 

asking the Turkish government to stop violence in the Kurdish provinces 

of Southeastern Turkey and create a road map

that could lead to a lasting peace.

In July 2016 40 signatories have been fired from their jobs, 4 were imprisoned for more 

than a month, 1124 were facing criminal investigation under charges of “spreading 

terrorist propaganda.”  Hundreds of academics and research assistants had been 

removed from administrative positions or academic juries, their scholarships 

terminated or leaves for research visits abroad rescinded. 611 other faculty members 

started to be under investigation. There were 37 summary dismissals and 10 

academics had been forced to resign.



This movement took place while a new Higher Education Bill had been 

introduced to the National Assembly which, if passed, would empower the 

Higher Educational Council to discipline and fire individual academics at its own 

discretion.

A month after the coup, more than 105 civil servants of all ranks have been suspended 
from their jobs (pending investigations - they receive 2/3 of their pay) or summarily 
dismissed. More than 2X103 teachers have had their teaching licences revoked. 15 
universities with alleged ties to the Fetullah movement have been shut down, their 
students are supposed to be relocated at other universities. Many tv channels and 
newspapers have been shut down.

The most emblematic case of repressions at the moment is the writer (formerly a physicist) Asli
Erdogan (no relation), who was arrested and put in jail a week ago. She is not in good health (she 
has a pancreas condition), she needs special foods. A vigil was started in front of the Bakirkoy
Women's Correction Facility (i.e., jail)
http://bianet.org/english/human-rights/178051-freedom-watch-begins-for-asli-erdogan 

http://bianet.org/english/human-rights/178051-freedom-watch-begins-for-asli-erdogan


OMID KOKABEE
(informations provided by Eugene Chudnovsky CCS)

-Omid Kokabee is an Iranian former physics PhD student. He has been

currently granted a brief medical leave on bail to recover from kidney-

cancer surgery.

-Omid is in prison in Tehran since january 30 2011 accused of

“communicating with hostile government” and for “illegal earnings”.

-September 2013: the American Physical Society awards the Andrei

Sakharov prize “for his courage in refusing to use his physics knowledge

to work on projects that he deemed harmful to humanity, in the face of

extreme physical and psychological pressure”.

-October 2014: the American Association for the Advancement of Science (AAAS) announces that Kokabee has won the 

2014 AAAS Scientific Freedom and Responsibility Award for “his courageous stand and willingness to endure 

imprisonment rather than violate his moral stance that his scientific expertise not be used for destructive purposes 

and for his efforts to provide hope and education to fellow prisoners”. 

-March 17 2016: CCS Co-Chair Eugene Chudnovsky meets with UN Secretary General Ban Ki-Moon, gives him a letter 

on behalf of Omid. 

-May 17 2016: Amnesty International issues urgent action. It calls on the Iranian authorities “to release Omid Kokabee

immediately and unconditionally”, and urges them “to ensure that he continues to receive the specialized medical 

care he needs outside prison”.



Latest News August 29

• 29 AGO 2016 — Dear all, dear friends and supporters,

We have a great new:
Omid Kokabee, has been granted freedom on parole, his lawyer announced 
on 29 August. It could be the end of a five-year-long struggle for the Iranian 
scientist, who has said all along that he was punished for refusing to help a 
covert nuclear-weapon programme.

Now he is even free to leave the country.

You have been one of the supportrs of this petition initiated with great 
difficulties and motivation.

Many thanks, all together we can change many important things in this 
society!!



Qasem Exirifard

Dismissed from Khajeh Nasir Toosi University for reasons completely 
unrelated to academic performance, simply on the grounds that his voice 
would lead to ridicule in classroom (his “feminine” voice would prevent him 
from effectively communicating with his university students). 

Dr. Qasem Exirifard received his PhD in Astrophysics from SISSA in 2006. 

In a separate interview with Iranian journalist Masih Alinejad, Exirifard said 
he was deeply saddened when he heard about the university’s decision. “I 
felt as if I was living in a cartoon world... I have a simple request from the 
authorities. I want my job back.” 

What can we do to help Dr. Qasem Exirifard regain the university position 
from which he was unjustly removed? 


