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Abstract
Virtualization is a proven software technology that is rapidly transforming the IT landscape and fundamen-
tally changing the way that people compute. Recently all major software producers (e.g. Microsoft and Red-
Hat) developed or acquired virtualization technologies. Our institute is a Tier1 for LHC experiments and is
experiencing lots of benefits from virtualization technologies, like improving fault tolerance, providing effi-
cient hardware resource usage and increasing security. Currently the virtualization solution adopted is xen,
which is well supported by the SL distribution, widely adopted by the HEP community. Since the HEP linux is
based on RedHat ES, we feel the need to investigate performances and usability differences with the new kvm
technology recently acquired by RedHat. This poster will show all the comparative results we got and will
show very interesting results. Literature is quite poor of comparatives, so we think this is really an interesting
poster to be shown.
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