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Motivation and aims

Benefits of scientific research

= Acquisition of new knowledge
» Technological progress
» Societal prosperity

Common people do not understand the importance of science research

Need a way to

* Raise public awareness about Scientific Research
 Entice young people to take up a Science Research career in the future
¢ Dispel Researchers’ stereotypes



An EU chosen instrument

The Researchers’ Night (the NIGHT):

» A Europe-wide public event dedicated to popular science and
the fun of learning.

> It takes place each year on the last Friday in September.
» Around 30 countries and over 300 cities are involved.

The NIGHT is funded by the European Commission under HORIZON 2020
in the framework of the Marie Sklodowska Curie actions. The first NIGHT
events started in 2005.

Projects can compete to organize the European Researchers' Night via the
submission of an application to a call for proposals, with only the best selected for
EU support. These calls are managed by the Research Executive Agency
(REA). Any legal entity from any Member State (MS) or Associated Country (AC), or
an international European interest organization, may apply and take part in the
project.



How successful is it?

In 2015, the event celebrated its 10th anniversary. About 1.1 million citizens and
18,000 researchers took part, in the scientific events organized in over 300 cities
within Europe and neighboring countries. In 2016, 27 countries and 340 cities were
involved around EU and beyond, the NIGHT reached out 1.1 million people.

Many interesting activities for the public and kids

hands-on experiments conducted by researchers

science shows with public participation

debates

"researchers' dating” (meet a researcher and ask them questions)
competitions (science quizzes, games, puzzles, photo and art contests, etc)
workshops for children

guided visits of labs, research institutes, and other relevant places that are
usually closed to the public
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One of the key objectives is to motivate and inspire youth to enjoy, understand
and pursue science and technology by connecting them with outstanding
scientists and innovations.



A glimpse of the events




The NIGHT events in Greece

There are two consortia (RENA and IRENE) organizing events in 9 cities in Greece

http://www.rengreece.com/

T

RENA IRENE
http://www.renathens.gr/ http://www.researchersnight.gr/
Athens Thessaloniki
Corinth Karditsa
Kalamata Athens
Xanthi Patra
Heraklion Heraklion

Rethymnon Rethymnon



The RENA consortium

Participant

Participant no. * Participant organisation name organisation short | Country
name

. National Center for Scientific Research
1 (Coordinator) e wdLL DEMOKRITOS EL
Demokritos

2 National Observatory of Athens NOA EL

3 Hellenic Center for Marine Research HCMR EL

4 NHRF, Ethniko Idryma Erevnon (EIE) NHRF EL

Athena Research and Innovation Center in
Information, Communication & Knowledge ATHENA RC EL
Technologies

6 Foundation of the Hellenic World FHW EL

7 NGO Science On Society SCICO EL




Events all over Greece (2016)
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But also pre-events...
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Next lab is here Material Sciences The Tandem Accelerator



Meteo vehicle NOA kiosks



Real-time underwater natural

i . Views of real-time seismicity recording
radioactivity measurement



Many young scientists were involved in the events
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The impact

The impact assessment was based on the S .
analysis of various brief questionnaires = P23 F
circulated before, during and after the e ——

event.

./, | QUESTIONNAIRES

- Students (Before the Researcher’s Night 2016)
- Visitors (During the Researcher’s Night 2016)
- Volunteers (After the Researcher’s Night 2016)
- Participants (After the Researcher’s Night 2016)

POLLS LET'S COLOR

Visitors (During the “Researcher’s Kids (During the “Researcher’s
Night 2016) Night 2016)
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How would you characterize the Researchers' Night 20167

2

Do you

Very interesting (70%)

Very boring (1%)
Boring (1%)
Indifferent (1%

Interesting (27%)

intend to visit the next Researchers' Night (September 2017)?

Probably

No

Yes
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For students: To what extent are you interested in the following fields?

G. Fanourakis -

Economics

Social sciences

Human sciences

Medicine / Biology
Computers / Robotics
Engineering / Energy
Maths / Statistics

Physics / Chemistry
Geosciences / Environment

Space

e

0% 10% 20% 30% 40% 50%

=Not at all = Very

ENA consortium

ICNFP2017 22 August



For students: Report 3 things that characterize a researcher

Other
Cooperation
Determination

Persistence
Method
Innovation
Observation
Passion
Knowledge
Patience
Intelligence
Curiosity

o
=S

5% 10% 15% 20%
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For students: What do you think about a career as a scientist ?

Notsure (11%)

i i 0
Very Boring (3%) Very interesting (25%)

Boring (6%)

P

Interesting (55%o)
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For visitors:

Visitors age distribution

Not specified

Visitors education

Other

Master/MSc

Prim
Secondary .
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Positive (94.9%)

What is the overall influence of
scientific research on our lives?

Notsure (3.9%)

Positive & Negative (0.4%)
Notat All (0.4%)
Negative (0.4%)
!

L,

After visiting the Researchers’ Night what is your opinion for the researchers?

1
|
I

Worse (0.2%) Not sure (0.6%)
Same (17.2%)

Better (82.0%)
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For the participating researchers: Do you believe that the Researchers’ Night
of 2016 promoted the communication of scientific research to the public?

Very

Notsure

Somewhat

) |

!
|

For the participating researchers: What was the outcome of your participation
in the Researchers’ Night 20167

Iinformed the public about the results of my
, research

I informed the young people about the

researcher’s work
Iinformed the public about the research
conducted in my Institute/ Center

I got in conduct with the public _
I informed the public about my subject and
the progress in my scientific field

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%
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Hoping to increase the interest to
Scientific Research

BETTER OPINION ABOUT RESEARCH

2015

0% 20% 40% 60% 80% 100%



