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■ Launched in 2014 by the Greek Universities 
Network (Gunet) : open a significant 
number of  courses to the general public 
over the Internet

■ Participation of 26 Universities and 
Technological Education Institutes

■ The “open online education” paradigm is 
challenging the future role of Universities, 
open or conventional

Opening Up Greek Universities: 
a national initiative



OpenGU objectives

 Develop new and upgrade existing online courses based on best practices and 
guidelines

 Open rich educational content to the general public and strengthen the 
lifelong learning and social role of Greek Universities

 Content accessibility by people with disabilities

 Handle intellectual property  issues

 Define institutional policies for open courses

 Promote open access and OER development
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“Global OER Logo in Greek" by Jonathasmello





Open courses - Specifications

http://opencourses.gunet.gr/courses/OCGU104/
http://opencourses.gunet.gr/courses/OCGU103/


Open course structure specifications

ταυτότητα

άδεια χρήσης

Στοιχεία προγράμματος σπουδών 
(τίτλος, στόχοι, βιβλιογραφία, διδάσκων, κλπ)

εικόνα 

μαθήματος

σύντομη 

περιγραφή 

μαθήματος



Course metadata



National Portal for Open Courses

 Aggregates course metadata from 
the different LMS platforms

 Searches open courses based on 
criteria or browsing filters

 Redirects to the specific university  
LMS platform for accessing the 
desired course
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www.opencourses.gr

http://www.opencourses.gr/


opencourses.gr

http://www.opencourses.gr/






http://opencourses.uoa.gr/courses/DI4/


http://opencourses.uoa.gr/courses/PHYS10/


http://opencourses.auth.gr/courses/OCRS412/


http://opencourses.uoa.gr/courses/ARCH4/


the Open eClass platform

■ Open source multilingual LMS developed and supported by GUnet (since 2003)

■ Greek academic community favorite LMS:

– user friendly 

– intuitive UI 

– short learning curve

– constant support

■ Standardized API for sending course metadata to the national search  portal 



openeclass.org

https://eclass.upatras.gr/courses/MED983/




opendelos.org



τι προσφέρει



OpenDelos
Rich Media & Lecture Platform For Education



Open courses: 
training Universities for the “new age”
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By Willow Brugh (moocs and the science of learning) [CC-BY-SA-2.0], via Wikimedia Commons



University Policy for Open Courses & OER

■ open licenses

■ quality assurance - 'best' practices

■ copyright 

■ accessibility 

■ rating by users 

■ incentives for faculty @ departments 

■ cooperation with other universities 

■ services & infrastructure 

■ funding, sustainability

■ business model
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UoA policy



The faculty view:  OpenGU-opportunity or threat?

■ The skeptics:

– "I will lose even those few students that still come to my lectures"

– "I do not like my lectures to be videotaped because I feel more 
reserved and less spontaneous and free to express myself"

– "my work will be stolen" 

– " I will have to work harder", 

– "I have to clear third party IPR in my existing teaching material" 
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The faculty view:  OpenGU-opportunity or threat?

■ The enthusiasts:

– exciting opportunity for blended curriculum innovation 

– new forms of interaction with students 

– more time for in class discussions and activities 

– personalized student mentoring

25

By Oliver Tacke (eigene Zeichnung) via Wikimedia Commons



The faculty view:  OpenGU-opportunity or threat?

■ The optimists:

– reward good teachers 

– promote faculty cooperation 

– disseminate best teaching practices and quality educational 
resources 

– highly ranked popular courses provide strong  evidence of 
teaching effectiveness: promotion and tenure
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… had I been a lousy teacher, I would have been promoted long ago !
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