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• Increase the return benefits of Greece and Cyprus
• Create and enhance research bonds between Greek Universities and Technological 

Institutes and CERN
• Build and accelerate knowledge transfer from CERN to Greece

The need for the network
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 Asked authorisation first from the Greek Secretariat of Research and Technology (GSRT) 

 Proposal submitted to GSRT in September 2011  ACCEPTED in February 2012

 Consequently, proposal submitted to the CERN senior management

 Approval from the former Director General Professor Rolf-Dieter Heuer in March 2012 with the suggestion to start as soon 

as possible

 Kick-off meeting organised on the 1st of June 2012

 HERMES is not a project of CERN Medical Applications Office
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THE PROPOSAL

Our proposal was submitted with the aim to enhance research
communication channels, propagate skills and build critical research
mass for the mutual benefit of CERN and GREECE – CYPRUS (Hellenic
network).
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HERMES 
KICK-OFF MEETING
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Our Mission 

To build a network of strong cooperation between researchers,
collaborative research projects and joint research infrastructure to
achieve common goals.
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Our Vision 

To steer research work to innovative directions, extend research
capabilities and lead to focused research domains that can make a
difference in the real world.
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ACTIVITIES

1. Joint Research 

2.   Joint Scientific proposals

3.   Training and Organisation of Workshops, Seminars
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Scientific Research Areas

• Applied Radiation Physics
• Scintillating Detectors for HEP, Medical Imaging and other applications
• Novel Materials for medical applications
• Radiation Protection and Dosimetry
• Radiation tests and hardness of electronics
• Radioisotopes for biomedical applications
• Innovative methods for cancer treatment and therapy
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Started with 5 Universities and 5 CERN teams. 
Today: 25 Institutions from 11 European countries.



Proposal and feasibility study submitted to the Cretan District Council 
for the establishment of a proton therapy centre

JULY 2012

The FIRST SERIOUS effort in 
Greece to establish a proton 
therapy centre!
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Proposal approved by the Council in March 2013
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- A few more independent proposals   
appeared after this first one

- HERMES has been SUPPORTIVE
to ALL of them

Study performed as per the 
request of the former
Head of the CERN Office 
on Medical Applications, 
Dr Steve Myers
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THE FIRST SUBMISSION of proposal to the Greek Ministry of Health for the 
approval of the proton therapy practice in Greece (September 13). 

A BIG success of the HERMES network and a big step for Greece

The proposal was accepted & the authorisation was granted 
in January 2014
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Agreement established 
between CERN and the National Scholarship Foundation IKY 

for exclusive scholarships for CERN-HERMES

Decision of the Ministers of Education 
and Finance
Publiced in the Official Government 
Gazette
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 Submitted on the field of Theranostics in April 2014 (11 Institutions and 3 companies from 8 countries).

 Main scientific objective: the introduction of novel radionuclides with better properties into preclinical 
and clinical practice and especially to pave the way for new therapies of cancer. 

 The main training goal was to train young researchers in all aspects 
and at all stages connected to the scientific objective.

 Very good evaluation - to be resubmitted at a next Call.
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Marie Curie European Training network proposal 



HERMES partners participate to a project led by Professor Paul Lecoq

Aims: 
1. Increase co-operation between Europe’s MMIT RIs* and stakeholders
2. Provide trans-national access to MMIT stakeholders
3. Conduct joint research activities to improve the services offered by the 

MMIT RIs

*MMIT: Multi-parametric Molecular Imaging Technologies
RI: Research Infrastructure
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Centre of Excellence on Physical and Biomedical Sciences 
at Cyprus 

Business Plan and proposal accepted by the Authorities and the University of Nicosia

Work in progress

Project Leader: Professor Panos Razis

More info to be available in 2017 -18
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The future of HERMES

 Exchange knowledge and optimise methods and techniques

 Provide training and continuous education

 Innovate via Science and Research

 Many ideas and proposals are being processed currently

 A series of proposals submitted to the Minister of Research and 

Technology in May 2015 

 Keep loyal to our mission and expand our vision
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THANK YOU 
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