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1.  What is the daily work of a patent attorney? 

2.  How to become a patent attorney? 
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Daily Work of a (German) Patent Attorney	
  

Technical Protective Rights 
Trademarks Designs … 

Patents 
Utility 

Models 

Protection technical 
inventions 

technical 
inventions (but no 

methods) 

signs for goods and 
services 

2d or 3d 
appearance of a 

product 

e.g. 
semiconductor 
topography, 
plant variety 

Main Pre-
requisites 

novelty, 
inventive step 

graphical 
representability, 

no plain description 
of the goods/

services, 
Distinctiveness 

novelty, 
individual 
character 

… 

Maximal 
Duration 

20 years 10 years 
unlimited extensions 

possible 
(every 10 years) 

25 years … 
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Client Patent Attorney 

Offices 
German Patent and 
Trademark Office 

European Patent Office 

EU Intellectual Property 
Office 

Court 

Federal Patent Court 

Unified Patent Court? 

Company 

Inventor 

Other Attorneys 

Daily Work of a (German) Patent Attorney	
  



Becoming a Patent Attorney 
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university degree in 
technical or natural 

science 

German Patent Attorney  
(+ European Trademark and 

Design Attorney) 

training in IP firm 
(& at the Offices) 

1 year practical 
experience  
(e.g. PhD) 

study general law 
at Fernuniversität 

Hagen 

Professional 
Representative before 

EPO 

Legal advice in IP 
matters 

European Patent 
Office 

EU Intellectual Property 
Office 

Examination  
(+ Admission) 

European 
Qualifying 
Examination 

German Patent and 
Trademark Office 



Becoming a Patent Attorney 
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technical interest 
and understanding writing skills 

time management 
communication 

skills 



Interested? 
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Contact me: 
  

 
Check out details at, e.g.: 
¨  www.dpma.de 

¨  www.epo.org 

¨  www.patentanwalt.de 

¨  www.maikowski-ninnemann.com 


