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My background

PhD at Imperial College London (LHCb) [2007 - 2011]
Research fellow at INFN, Frascati (LHCb) [2011 - 2013]
Postdoc at EPFL (LHCb) [2013 - 2015]
Business Intelligence consultant (ELCA Informatique) [2015 - present]
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What is Business Intelligence (BI)

One of the definitions:
“the set of tools and techniques for the transformation of raw data into
meaningful and useful information for the business”
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My simplified explanation of the process

1 Requirement gathering Questions we
ask at the start of the analysis

2 Development Write code to
accomplish (1)
Loop Hit road block, go to step 1
then to step 2
Project management Someone
reminding you of the conf deadline
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Complexity and variety

Each project is new, like each physics analysis

Projects vary in complexity:
Manager wants to know which items and shopping times are the most
profitable
⇒ exploratory analysis for a mass fit, look at side bands
Manager wants to have a drill down of every product sale, for all
seasons and for all evenings BUT the entire day when the next day is a
public holiday
⇒ as complex as explaining an angular analysis for a 4 body decay
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Main skills required

Be at ease with data
Interact with, manipulate and summarise data
Knowledge of programming
Any language will do as long as you know for, if, while, switch
Fast learner
Tools and the context change rapidly from project to project
Attention to detail
B Know which details are important and follow up on them
Soft skills
Honesty, competence, trustworthiness
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Final message

⇒ I think many HEP people have the necessary skills
⇒ If you are interested in knowing more, there is a lot of material out

there to get you started (ask me or others for pointers)

For further questions/discussion
soomro5000@gmail.com
https://ch.linkedin.com/in/fatimasoomro
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