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The framework and vision
Berlin Declaration

Free and unrestricted access to 
sciences and human knowledge
representation worldwide, incl. 

cultural heritage

Needs an interoperable, trusted, 
long-term repository
infrastructure
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General Information

• Duration: 18 months
• Budget: 1.8M
• Timeplan: 06/’06 -11/’07
• Main Deliverables:

– DRIVER Public Test-bed
– European Awareness Repository 

Point
• Website: 
http://www.driver-repository.eu/

•Partners
– Univ.of Athens (GR) 
– Univ. of Bielefeld (GE)
– CNR-ISTI (IT)
– STICHTING SURF (NL)
– Univ. of Nottingham 

(UK)
– CNRS-CCSD (FR)
– Univ. of Bath (UK)
– Univ. of Warszawski

(PO)
– Univ. of Gent (BE)
– Univ. of Gottingen 

(GE)
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DRIVER

“Test Bed” for Repository-Services
• Open Service-Architecture with core functionalities
• Fundament for a pan-European repository 

infrastrucutre

“Focussed Studies”
• Ex. Most comprehensive study on digital repositories in 

Europe

Network of “Content-Providers”
• Institutional, national, European, thematic networking
• Currently documents, second phase primary data etc. 

“Advocacy and Awareness Raising”
• A European point of information
• Information- und training activities

Content

Infrastructure

Planning

Outreach

« The first step towards a pan-European 
Infrastructure for digital Repositories »
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Rights, Terms & 
Conditions of use
Rights, Terms & 
Conditions of use

Digital Repository –

Textual Material

Long term access 
and archiving
Long term access 
and archiving

Researcher: 
Depositing Materials
Researcher: 
Depositing Materials

Formats (PDF, PS, 
Word, LaTeX etc.)
Formats (PDF, PS, 
Word, LaTeX etc.)

Digital Repository –

Primary Data
Digital Repository –

(Rich) Media 
(Language recordings, 

Film, Photo etc.)

Metadata 
Description (OAI)
Metadata 
Description (OAI)

Access Protocol(s)
(OAI-PMH)
Access Protocol(s)
(OAI-PMH)

Quality-Mark-up
(Pre-print, Post-Print, 
Techn. Report, etc.)

Quality-Mark-up
(Pre-print, Post-Print, 
Techn. Report, etc.)

Other...Other...
Usage/MetricsUsage/Metrics

External Linking & 
Interaction
External Linking & 
Interaction

Institutional commitment to long-term maintenance
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DRIVER Technical Architecture
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User Interface 
Service

OAI – Publisher 
Service

Presentation
Layer

MDStore Service

Index Service

Search and Browse 
Service

Collection Service

UserCommunities
Service

Recommendation 
Service

Profiling Service

User Management

Aggregator
Service

Information
Management

Information
Management

Repository Services

Internet

Collective
Layer
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DRIVER Testbed

… GE BE …UKFRNL

Local Service National Service Intermediary ServiceLocal Service

e.g. portlet data re-use e.g. web service deploy

DRIVER test bed

… more

European Repository Landscape
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DRIVER Products/Deliverables
1. An organisational framework for repository

providers
2. An established network of repository providers

from 5 countries
3. Praxis guidelines to make your local repository

fit for the European Network
4. A harmonised data index of more than 51 

institutional repositories for open re-use
5. Content: multidisciplinary documents, all open

access, various categories (technical papers, 
pre-/postprints, dissertations etc.)
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DRIVER Products/Deliverables
1. A core set of software to aggregate, manage, 

distribute repository data, open-source, for re-
use

2. A production quality testbed which combines
and runs the software modules

3. A website to support the building of local, 
regional, national repository infrastructures

4. An updated, comprehensive overview of the
repository situation in Europe (study)

5. Further studies (incl., „how to populate
repositories“, technical standards)
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OA as a Global Movement

• DRIVER



DRIVER – Digital Repository Infrastructure Vision for European Research11

Why is DRIVER an infrastructure
project?
• Infrastructure example: W-LAN, GEANT2
• Characteristics DRIVER:

– Designed for open, comprehensive re-use of data
and software

– DRIVER ≠ OAIster, BASE but DRIVER data or
software can also be deployed by systems like
OAIster or BASE

– Success not measured by the number of users
searching the DRIVER index but by the number of 
service providers re-using/deploying DRIVER data
and/or software

– DRIVER Search interface is a demonstrator, not a 
primary goal

– Facilitates and secures trans-national
interoperability of digital repositories and the
commitment of content providers
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DRIVER success factors as 
infrastructure project

• Service Providers deploying the data
index (or portions of it), like SUMMA, 
Digital Library System, SB Aarhus, DK

• National, regional repository
aggregators re-using DRIVER software

• Countries, regions, building repository
networks facilitated by DRIVER (like
Belgium)
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Outlook: DRIVER II Products
(Planning)
1. An organisation(?) of repository providers
2. An established network of repository providers

from 15 (= 5+10) countries
3. A harmonised data index of more than 150 

(50+100)  institutional repositories for open re-
use

4. Content: multidisciplinary documents + other
data/objects
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Outlook: DRIVER II Products
(Planning)

1. An expanded set of software to aggregate, 
manage, distribute repository data, open-
source, for re-use

2. A production quality infrastructure which runs
the software modules

3. An expanded website to support the building of 
local, regional, national repository
infrastructures

4. Further studies (e.g. primary data in 
repositories)



DRIVER – Digital Repository Infrastructure Vision for European Research16

DRIVER is liaising with…
• National, regional organisations of 

digital repositories providers
• International repository projects and 

initiatives 
• Research organisations and research

funders
• National and international university

organisations
• Open Access „activists“

– one example: OA Information Platform for
German speaking countries
(www.open-access.net), online May 2007
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A pan-European Digital Repository 
Infrastructure Hub in a Global 
Repository Network 
any type of document, data and 
object,
of any format,
involving all European countries 
and 
covering all academic disciplines

DRIVER II + N = Vision



DRIVER Consortium Contacts: 

+ Project website: 
www.driver-repository.eu

+ DRIVER Support website:
www.driver-support.eu

mike@di.uoa.gr
lossau@sub.uni-goettingen.de
whorstmann@sub.uni-goettingen.de


