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▸ Part I: 

Historical remarks on dark matter (DM) and the necessity of self-
interaction 

▸ Part II: 

Neutron star (NS) cooling and DM heating mechanisms 

▸ Part III: 

How can we deduce DM properties by observing the NS temperature 

▸ Summary



DM in the 
Universe

Part I

X-ray: NASA/CXC/SAO 
Optical: NASA/STScI 
Infrared: NASA-JPL-Caltech Crab Nebula



K. G. Begeman et al., MNRAS 249, 523 (1991)
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Aquarius N-body 

Missing satellite Missing satellite 

Collisionless DM

Core-cusp problem

To alleviate these small-scale problem: 
DM self-interaction is introduced
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J. S. Bullock et al., Ann. Rev. Astron. Astrophys. 55, 343 (2017) 
S. Tulin et al., Phys. Rept. 730, 1 (2018)

Too-big-to-fail

We didn’t see any satellite as 
massive as predicted by the 
N-body sim.
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Constraints from DM direct searches

Most stringent result 
yields at mχ ≈ 30 GeV 
and σχn ≈ 7×10−47 cm2 
We will probe a more 
smaller σχn in the later 
discussion

S. A. Malik et al., Phys. Dark Univ. 9-10, 51 (2015) 
O. Buchmueller et al., JHEP 01, 037 (2015) 
J. Aalbers et al. [DARWIN], JCAP 11, 017 (2016) 
D. S. Akerib et al. [LUX] PRL 118, 021303 (2017) 
C. Amole et al. [PICO], PRL 118, 251301 (2017) 
E. Aprile et al. [XENON] PRL 119, 181301 (2017)
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NS cooling, 
heating and 
DM capture

Part II



A NAÏVE NS MECHANICAL STRUCTURE

A simple NS model

Age tNS ≳ 2 Gyr (old) & isolated 
Near the Sun (< 10 pc) 
Non-rotating 
M ~ 1.44M⊙ and R ~ 10.6 km 
Two-layers: 

A thin envelope 
Interior with average baryonic 
density

envelope

interior: ρb

Not-to-scale

⇢̄b ' 1013 g cm�3
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COOLING

NS cooling

‣ Two cooling effects: 
Neutrino emission 

Photon emission 

‣ NS temperature w/o additional heat 
source

!

!

!

"

"

"

Not-to-scale

erg s−1

erg s−1

D. Page et al., ApJ 155, S623 (2004) 
C. Kouvaris, PRD 77, 023006 (2008)
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COOLING

NS cooling

‣ Two cooling effects: 
Neutrino emission 

Photon emission 

‣ NS temperature w/o additional heat 
source
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T. Güver et al., JCAP 1405, 013 (2014)
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Capturing DM particles

NS capture Cc 
DM-nucleon interaction σχn

DM self-capture Cs 
DM-DM interaction σχχ

Cs =

r
3

2

⇢0
m�

K(vesc)
1

1� 2GM/R
���

<latexit sha1_base64="HXVaVqp/taOTFKVOdZkjPJt9R58="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="HXVaVqp/taOTFKVOdZkjPJt9R58="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="HXVaVqp/taOTFKVOdZkjPJt9R58="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="HXVaVqp/taOTFKVOdZkjPJt9R58="></latexit>

dN�

dt
= Cc + CsN� � CaN

2
�

<latexit sha1_base64="gslVKfG+CXyPW0YZK4OHkRt2OSI=">AAACGnicdZDLSsNAFIYnXmu9RV26GSyCIJakiNqFUsjGlVSwF2himEwm7dDJhZmJUEKew42v4saFIu7EjW/jtI3g9YeBj/+cw5nzewmjQhrGuzYzOze/sFhaKi+vrK6t6xubbRGnHJMWjlnMux4ShNGItCSVjHQTTlDoMdLxhta43rkhXNA4upKjhDgh6kc0oBhJZbm6aQcc4cy/cG08oHnmy/zUcjHch5Yr4NSFB5aLCr6uuXrFqNYNs35kwt9gVo2JKqBQ09VfbT/GaUgiiRkSomcaiXQyxCXFjORlOxUkQXiI+qSnMEIhEU42OS2Hu8rxYRBz9SIJJ+7XiQyFQoxCT3WGSA7Ez9rY/KvWS2Vw4mQ0SlJJIjxdFKQMyhiOc4I+5QRLNlKAMKfqrxAPkMpKqjTLKoTPS+H/0K5VTcWXh5XGWRFHCWyDHbAHTHAMGuAcNEELYHAL7sEjeNLutAftWXuZts5oxcwW+Cbt7QMW/J+c</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="gslVKfG+CXyPW0YZK4OHkRt2OSI=">AAACGnicdZDLSsNAFIYnXmu9RV26GSyCIJakiNqFUsjGlVSwF2himEwm7dDJhZmJUEKew42v4saFIu7EjW/jtI3g9YeBj/+cw5nzewmjQhrGuzYzOze/sFhaKi+vrK6t6xubbRGnHJMWjlnMux4ShNGItCSVjHQTTlDoMdLxhta43rkhXNA4upKjhDgh6kc0oBhJZbm6aQcc4cy/cG08oHnmy/zUcjHch5Yr4NSFB5aLCr6uuXrFqNYNs35kwt9gVo2JKqBQ09VfbT/GaUgiiRkSomcaiXQyxCXFjORlOxUkQXiI+qSnMEIhEU42OS2Hu8rxYRBz9SIJJ+7XiQyFQoxCT3WGSA7Ez9rY/KvWS2Vw4mQ0SlJJIjxdFKQMyhiOc4I+5QRLNlKAMKfqrxAPkMpKqjTLKoTPS+H/0K5VTcWXh5XGWRFHCWyDHbAHTHAMGuAcNEELYHAL7sEjeNLutAftWXuZts5oxcwW+Cbt7QMW/J+c</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="gslVKfG+CXyPW0YZK4OHkRt2OSI=">AAACGnicdZDLSsNAFIYnXmu9RV26GSyCIJakiNqFUsjGlVSwF2himEwm7dDJhZmJUEKew42v4saFIu7EjW/jtI3g9YeBj/+cw5nzewmjQhrGuzYzOze/sFhaKi+vrK6t6xubbRGnHJMWjlnMux4ShNGItCSVjHQTTlDoMdLxhta43rkhXNA4upKjhDgh6kc0oBhJZbm6aQcc4cy/cG08oHnmy/zUcjHch5Yr4NSFB5aLCr6uuXrFqNYNs35kwt9gVo2JKqBQ09VfbT/GaUgiiRkSomcaiXQyxCXFjORlOxUkQXiI+qSnMEIhEU42OS2Hu8rxYRBz9SIJJ+7XiQyFQoxCT3WGSA7Ez9rY/KvWS2Vw4mQ0SlJJIjxdFKQMyhiOc4I+5QRLNlKAMKfqrxAPkMpKqjTLKoTPS+H/0K5VTcWXh5XGWRFHCWyDHbAHTHAMGuAcNEELYHAL7sEjeNLutAftWXuZts5oxcwW+Cbt7QMW/J+c</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="gslVKfG+CXyPW0YZK4OHkRt2OSI=">AAACGnicdZDLSsNAFIYnXmu9RV26GSyCIJakiNqFUsjGlVSwF2himEwm7dDJhZmJUEKew42v4saFIu7EjW/jtI3g9YeBj/+cw5nzewmjQhrGuzYzOze/sFhaKi+vrK6t6xubbRGnHJMWjlnMux4ShNGItCSVjHQTTlDoMdLxhta43rkhXNA4upKjhDgh6kc0oBhJZbm6aQcc4cy/cG08oHnmy/zUcjHch5Yr4NSFB5aLCr6uuXrFqNYNs35kwt9gVo2JKqBQ09VfbT/GaUgiiRkSomcaiXQyxCXFjORlOxUkQXiI+qSnMEIhEU42OS2Hu8rxYRBz9SIJJ+7XiQyFQoxCT3WGSA7Ez9rY/KvWS2Vw4mQ0SlJJIjxdFKQMyhiOc4I+5QRLNlKAMKfqrxAPkMpKqjTLKoTPS+H/0K5VTcWXh5XGWRFHCWyDHbAHTHAMGuAcNEELYHAL7sEjeNLutAftWXuZts5oxcwW+Cbt7QMW/J+c</latexit>

Number of DM 
particles Nχ in NS



Heating effects from DM

Not-to-scale
C. Kouvaris, PRD 77, 023006 (2008) 
N. Raj et al., PRD 97, 043006 (2018)
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ann. rate cap. rate × energy deposition
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SURFACE TEMPERATURE

A 2-Gyr-old NS temperature TNS
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TNS ~ 120 K w/o heating

CS Chen & YH Lin, JHEP 08, 069 (2018)



NS TEMPERATURE

NS temp. as a complementary probe to σχn

CS Chen & YH Lin, JHEP 08, 069 (2018)
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SUMMARY

Summary

▸ DM self-capture plays an important role when σχn is negligible 

▸ NS will be reheated and looks like it has a relative large σχn 

▸ TNS ranging from 100 K to 1000 K correspond to blackbody peak 
wavelength 2.8 µm ~ 28 µm: JWST, TMT and E-ELT 

▸ TNS could act as a complementary probe to σχn


