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Special Relativity = Lorentz Invariance
The reasons for looking for Lorentz invariance
violation (LIV) come from the incompatibility of
relativity and quantum mechanics, particularly at
very small length scales.
One consequence of LIV can be a difference in the
maximum velocities of particles from the speed of
light, e.g., “superluminal” velocities, and changes
in energy thresholds for particle interactions.

Why high energy neutrinos?
• Both high energy g-rays and neutrinos result from the decay of
pions produced in hadronic interactions in astrophysical
sources.
• g-rays above ~TeV energies coming from all but the closest
extragalactic sources are annihilated by interactions with low
energy photons emitted by galaxies. Above ~PeV energies no
extragalactic g-rays can reach us owing to interactions with
cosmic microwave background photons.
• However, neutrinos reach us from throughout the Universe. The
cross section for neutrino interactions grows as E2 up to energies
~100 TeV. Also, above ~100 TeV, the flux of astrophysical neutrinos
stands out above the atmospheric foreground.
• Thus, there is a natural transition region above the multi-TeV
energy range where neutrino astronomy comes into its own!

The IceCube Neutrino Detector at the South Pole

A PeV n event from IceCube detected by
Cherenkov light of charged particles
produced by the n interaction

Observation of Astrophysical Neutrinos in Four Years of IceCube Data

C. Kopper

The isotropic arrival distribution of cosmic neutrinos indicates that
most are of extragalactic origin.
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6. Future Plans
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IceCube PeV Neutrinos are
Extragalactic!
Since they come from large distances,
they are sensitive to energy loss
processes.
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Energy Loss Rates from Allowed Interactions of
Superluminal Neutrinos in vacuo
Using the effective field theory formalism called the Standard
Model Extension (SME) that incorporates LIV, we have calculated
the effect of vacuum pair emission (VPE), neutrino splitting, and
redshift on extragalactic superluminal neutrinos and compared it
with the spectral data from 3 years of observations of cosmic
neutrinos using the IceCube detector array.

VPE and Neutrino Splitting
c.f., muon decay

CC: VPE

NC: VPE and n Splitting
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The very existence of PeV neutrino events
can place dramatic limits on the velocity of
superluminal neutrinos and the violation of
Lorentz invariance.
This is because even very slightly
superluminal neutrinos will lose energy by the
Cherenkov radiation of lepton pairs in vacuo.
This process increases dramatically with
energy and with the energy loss occurring over
extragalactic distances.

Predicted neutrino spectrum with d = 10-20 shown in black. Other spectra are for d < 10-20.
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Conclusions
• We have shown that neutrino velocities cannot exceed c by more
than 1 part in 1020.
• Larger future neutrino detectors such as IceCube-Gen2 will enable
more sensitive tests of Lorentz invariance violation in the neutrino
sector.
• Should future cosmic neutrino observations confirm a cutoff in the
neutrino spectrum at PeV energies and find a significant bump in the
spectrum just below the cutoff, this would be an indication that n’s
are slightly superluminal and of a violation of Lorentz invariance.

Supplemental Slides

Why use high energy astrophysical observations
to search for Lorentz invariance violation?
• Lorentz invariance implies scale-free spacetime.
• The group of Lorentz transformations is unbounded.
• Very large boosts probe physics at ultra-short distance
intervals, l.
• To probe physics at these distance intervals, particularly
the nature of space and time, we need to go to ultrahigh
energies E = 1/l.
• Cosmic g-rays, neutrinos, and cosmic rays provide the
highest observable energies in the universe.
• Planck scale (1/Mpl= 10-35 m) physics such as quantum
gravity may lead to the breaking or deformation of
Lorentz invariance with traces at high energy.

Superluminal Neutrinos:
One Test of Lorentz Invariance
Violation
“Superluminal Neutrinos”, i.e., neutrinos
traveling faster than c, thus violating
Lorentz invariance (LIV), have been a topic
of interest, particularly since a false report
of them some years ago.

IceCube Array
•

5160 optical sensors
between 1.5 ~ 2.5 km

•

detects > 200 neutrinoinduced muons and
~ 2 x108 cosmic ray
muons per day

Digital Optical Module (DOM)

Case with n = 1 dominance (CPT odd), no pronounced cutoff

Blue is a 50-50 mix of neutrinos and antineutrinos. Other curves are 0% and
100% of one kind of superluminal neutrinos. If one kind is superluminal, the
other kind is subluminal because of CPT violation.

