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Properties of dark matter

Interacts gravitationally
Dark 

(other effective couplings to SM are zero or small)

Cosmologically stable Approximately Cold / non-relativistic

5x as much DM as SM

Modified gravity difficult and lacks other evidence 

Massive AstrophysiCal Halo Objects (MACHOs) cannot account for observed density 

Particle dark matter: but properties inconsistent with any Standard Model particle

5x as much DM as SM

69%
26%
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Searches for New Physics at ATLAS
Model ℓ, γ Jets† Emiss

T
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ADD GKK + g/q − ≥ 1 j Yes 3.2 n = 2 Preliminary6.86 TeVMD

ADD non-resonant ℓℓ 2 e, µ − − 20.3 n = 3 HLZ 1407.24104.7 TeVMS

ADD QBH→ ℓq 1 e, µ 1 j − 20.3 n = 6 1311.20065.2 TeVMth

ADD QBH − 2 j − 3.6 n = 6 1512.015308.3 TeVMth

ADD BH high
∑
pT ≥ 1 e, µ ≥ 2 j − 3.2 n = 6, MD = 3 TeV, rot BH ATLAS-CONF-2016-0068.2 TeVMth

ADD BH multijet − ≥ 3 j − 3.6 n = 6, MD = 3 TeV, rot BH 1512.025869.55 TeVMth

RS1 GKK → ℓℓ 2 e, µ − − 20.3 k/MPl = 0.1 1405.41232.68 TeVGKK mass

RS1 GKK → γγ 2 γ − − 20.3 k/MPl = 0.1 1504.055112.66 TeVGKK mass

Bulk RS GKK →WW → qqℓν 1 e, µ 1 J Yes 3.2 k/MPl = 1.0 ATLAS-CONF-2015-0751.06 TeVGKK mass

Bulk RS GKK → HH → bbbb − 4 b − 3.2 k/MPl = 1.0 ATLAS-CONF-2016-017475-785 GeVGKK mass

Bulk RS gKK → tt 1 e, µ ≥ 1 b, ≥ 1J/2j Yes 20.3 BR = 0.925 1505.070182.2 TeVgKK mass

2UED / RPP 1 e, µ ≥ 2 b, ≥ 4 j Yes 3.2 Tier (1,1), BR(A(1,1) → tt) = 1 ATLAS-CONF-2016-0131.46 TeVKK mass

SSM Z ′ → ℓℓ 2 e, µ − − 3.2 ATLAS-CONF-2015-0703.4 TeVZ′ mass

SSM Z ′ → ττ 2 τ − − 19.5 1502.071772.02 TeVZ′ mass

Leptophobic Z ′ → bb − 2 b − 3.2 Preliminary1.5 TeVZ′ mass

SSM W ′ → ℓν 1 e, µ − Yes 3.2 ATLAS-CONF-2015-0634.07 TeVW′ mass

HVT W ′ →WZ → qqνν model A 0 e, µ 1 J Yes 3.2 gV = 1 ATLAS-CONF-2015-0681.6 TeVW′ mass

HVT W ′ →WZ → qqqq model A − 2 J − 3.2 gV = 1 ATLAS-CONF-2015-0731.38-1.6 TeVW′ mass

HVT W ′ →WH → ℓνbb model B 1 e, µ 1-2 b, 1-0 j Yes 3.2 gV = 3 ATLAS-CONF-2015-0741.62 TeVW′ mass

HVT Z ′ → ZH → ννbb model B 0 e, µ 1-2 b, 1-0 j Yes 3.2 gV = 3 ATLAS-CONF-2015-0741.76 TeVZ′ mass
LRSM W ′

R
→ tb 1 e, µ 2 b, 0-1 j Yes 20.3 1410.41031.92 TeVW′ mass

LRSM W ′
R
→ tb 0 e, µ ≥ 1 b, 1 J − 20.3 1408.08861.76 TeVW′ mass

CI qqqq − 2 j − 3.6 ηLL = −1 1512.0153017.5 TeVΛ
CI qqℓℓ 2 e, µ − − 3.2 ηLL = −1 ATLAS-CONF-2015-07023.1 TeVΛ

CI uutt 2 e, µ (SS) ≥ 1 b, 1-4 j Yes 20.3 |CLL | = 1 1504.046054.3 TeVΛ

Axial-vector mediator (Dirac DM) 0 e, µ ≥ 1 j Yes 3.2 gq=0.25, gχ=1.0, m(χ) < 140 GeV Preliminary1.0 TeVmA

Axial-vector mediator (Dirac DM) 0 e, µ, 1 γ 1 j Yes 3.2 gq=0.25, gχ=1.0, m(χ) < 10 GeV Preliminary650 GeVmA

ZZχχ EFT (Dirac DM) 0 e, µ 1 J, ≤ 1 j Yes 3.2 m(χ) < 150 GeV ATLAS-CONF-2015-080550 GeVM∗

Scalar LQ 1st gen 2 e ≥ 2 j − 3.2 β = 1 Preliminary1.07 TeVLQ mass

Scalar LQ 2nd gen 2 µ ≥ 2 j − 3.2 β = 1 Preliminary1.03 TeVLQ mass

Scalar LQ 3rd gen 1 e, µ ≥1 b, ≥3 j Yes 20.3 β = 0 1508.04735640 GeVLQ mass

VLQ TT → Ht + X 1 e, µ ≥ 2 b, ≥ 3 j Yes 20.3 T in (T,B) doublet 1505.04306855 GeVT mass

VLQ YY →Wb + X 1 e, µ ≥ 1 b, ≥ 3 j Yes 20.3 Y in (B,Y) doublet 1505.04306770 GeVY mass

VLQ BB → Hb + X 1 e, µ ≥ 2 b, ≥ 3 j Yes 20.3 isospin singlet 1505.04306735 GeVB mass

VLQ BB → Zb + X 2/≥3 e, µ ≥2/≥1 b − 20.3 B in (B,Y) doublet 1409.5500755 GeVB mass

VLQ QQ →WqWq 1 e, µ ≥ 4 j Yes 20.3 1509.04261690 GeVQ mass

T5/3 →Wt 1 e, µ ≥ 1 b, ≥ 5 j Yes 20.3 1503.05425840 GeVT5/3 mass

Excited quark q∗ → qγ 1 γ 1 j − 3.2 only u∗ and d∗, Λ = m(q∗) 1512.059104.4 TeVq∗ mass

Excited quark q∗ → qg − 2 j − 3.6 only u∗ and d∗, Λ = m(q∗) 1512.015305.2 TeVq∗ mass

Excited quark b∗ → bg − 1 b, 1 j − 3.2 Preliminary2.1 TeVb∗ mass

Excited quark b∗ →Wt 1 or 2 e, µ 1 b, 2-0 j Yes 20.3 fg = fL = fR = 1 1510.026641.5 TeVb∗ mass

Excited lepton ℓ∗ 3 e, µ − − 20.3 Λ = 3.0 TeV 1411.29213.0 TeVℓ
∗ mass

Excited lepton ν∗ 3 e,µ, τ − − 20.3 Λ = 1.6 TeV 1411.29211.6 TeVν
∗ mass

LSTC aT →W γ 1 e, µ, 1 γ − Yes 20.3 1407.8150960 GeVaT mass

LRSM Majorana ν 2 e, µ 2 j − 20.3 m(WR ) = 2.4 TeV, no mixing 1506.060202.0 TeVN0 mass

Higgs triplet H±± → ℓℓ 2 e, µ (SS) − − 20.3 DY production, BR(H±±L → ℓℓ)=1 1412.0237551 GeVH±± mass

Higgs triplet H±± → ℓτ 3 e,µ, τ − − 20.3 DY production, BR(H±±
L
→ ℓτ)=1 1411.2921400 GeVH±± mass

Monotop (non-res prod) 1 e, µ 1 b Yes 20.3 anon−res = 0.2 1410.5404657 GeVspin-1 invisible particle mass

Multi-charged particles − − − 20.3 DY production, |q| = 5e 1504.04188785 GeVmulti-charged particle mass

Magnetic monopoles − − − 7.0 DY production, |g | = 1gD , spin 1/2 1509.080591.34 TeVmonopole mass

Mass scale [TeV]10−1 1 10
√
s = 8 TeV

√
s = 13 TeV

ATLAS Exotics Searches* - 95% CL Exclusion
Status: March 2016

ATLAS Preliminary∫
L dt = (3.2 - 20.3) fb−1

√
s = 8, 13 TeV

*Only a selection of the available mass limits on new states or phenomena is shown. Lower bounds are specified only when explicitly not excluded.

†Small-radius (large-radius) jets are denoted by the letter j (J).
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RPV χ01 → eeν/eµν/µµν displaced lepton pair 20.3 1504.05162m(g̃) = 1.3 TeV, m(χ01) = 1.0 TeV7-740 mmχ
0
1

lifetime

GGM χ01 → ZG̃ displaced vtx + jets 20.3 1504.05162m(g̃) = 1.1 TeV, m(χ01) = 1.0 TeV6-480 mmχ
0
1

lifetime

AMSB pp → χ±1χ
0
1,χ

+
1 χ
−
1 disappearing track 20.3 1310.3675m(χ±1 ) = 450 GeV0.22-3.0 mχ

±
1

lifetime

AMSB pp → χ±1χ
0
1,χ

+
1 χ
−
1 large pixel dE/dx 18.4 1506.05332m(χ±1 ) = 450 GeV1.31-9.0 mχ

±
1

lifetime

GMSB non-pointing or delayed γ 20.3 1409.5542SPS8 with Λ = 200 TeV0.08-5.4 mχ
0
1

lifetime

Stealth SUSY 2 ID/MS vertices 19.5 1504.03634m(g̃) = 500 GeV0.12-90.6 mS̃ lifetime

Hidden Valley H → πvπv 2 low-EMF trackless jets 20.3 1501.04020m(πv) = 25 GeV0.41-7.57 mπv lifetime

Hidden Valley H → πvπv 2 ID/MS vertices 19.5 1504.03634m(πv) = 25 GeV0.31-25.4 mπv lifetime

FRVZ H → 2γd + X 2 e−, µ−,π−jets 20.3 1409.0746H → 2γd + X , m(γd ) = 400 MeV14-140 mmγd lifetime

FRVZ H → 4γd + X 2 e−, µ−,π−jets 20.3 1409.0746H → 4γd + X , m(γd ) = 400 MeV15-260 mmγd lifetime

Hidden Valley H → πvπv 2 low-EMF trackless jets 20.3 1501.04020m(πv) = 25 GeV0.6-5.0 mπv lifetime

Hidden Valley H → πvπv 2 ID/MS vertices 19.5 1504.03634m(πv) = 25 GeV0.43-18.1 mπv lifetime

FRVZ H → 4γd + X 2 e−, µ−,π−jets 20.3 1409.0746H → 4γd + X , m(γd ) = 400 MeV28-160 mmγd lifetime

Hidden Valley Φ→ πvπv 2 low-EMF trackless jets 20.3 1501.04020σ×BR = 1 pb, m(πv) = 50 GeV0.29-7.9 mπv lifetime

Hidden Valley Φ→ πvπv 2 ID/MS vertices 19.5 1504.03634σ×BR = 1 pb, m(πv) = 50 GeV0.19-31.9 mπv lifetime

Hidden Valley Φ→ πvπv 2 low-EMF trackless jets 20.3 1501.04020σ×BR = 1 pb, m(πv) = 50 GeV0.15-4.1 mπv lifetime

Hidden Valley Φ→ πvπv 2 ID/MS vertices 19.5 1504.03634σ×BR = 1 pb, m(πv) = 50 GeV0.11-18.3 mπv lifetime

HV Z ′(1 TeV)→ qvqv 2 ID/MS vertices 20.3 1504.03634σ×BR = 1 pb, m(πv) = 50 GeV0.1-4.9 mπv lifetime

HV Z ′(2 TeV)→ qvqv 2 ID/MS vertices 20.3 1504.03634σ×BR = 1 pb, m(πv) = 50 GeV0.1-10.1 mπv lifetime

cτ [m]0.01 0.1 1 10 100
√
s = 8 TeV

ATLAS Long-lived Particle Searches* - 95% CL Exclusion
Status: July 2015

ATLAS Preliminary∫
L dt = (18.4 - 20.3) fb−1

√
s = 8 TeV

*Only a selection of the available lifetime limits on new states is shown.

Model e, µ, τ, γ Jets Emiss

T

∫
L dt[fb−1] Mass limit Reference
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MSUGRA/CMSSM 0-3 e, µ /1-2 τ 2-10 jets/3 b Yes 20.3 m(q̃)=m(g̃) 1507.055251.85 TeVq̃, g̃

q̃q̃, q̃→qχ̃
0
1 0 2-6 jets Yes 3.2 m(χ̃

0
1)=0 GeV, m(1st gen. q̃)=m(2nd gen. q̃) ATLAS-CONF-2015-062980 GeVq̃

q̃q̃, q̃→qχ̃
0
1 (compressed) mono-jet 1-3 jets Yes 3.2 m(q̃)-m(χ̃

0
1 )<5 GeV To appear610 GeVq̃

q̃q̃, q̃→q(ℓℓ/ℓν/νν)χ̃
0
1

2 e, µ (off-Z) 2 jets Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
0
1)=0 GeV 1503.03290820 GeVq̃

g̃g̃, g̃→qq̄χ̃
0
1 0 2-6 jets Yes 3.2 m(χ̃

0
1)=0 GeV ATLAS-CONF-2015-0621.52 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→qqχ̃
±
1→qqW±χ̃

0
1

1 e, µ 2-6 jets Yes 3.3 m(χ̃
0
1)<350 GeV, m(χ̃

±
)=0.5(m(χ̃

0
1)+m(g̃)) ATLAS-CONF-2015-0761.6 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→qq(ℓℓ/ℓν/νν)χ̃
0
1

2 e, µ 0-3 jets - 20 m(χ̃
0
1)=0 GeV 1501.035551.38 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→qqWZχ̃
0
1 0 7-10 jets Yes 3.2 m(χ̃

0
1) =100 GeV 1602.061941.4 TeVg̃

GMSB (ℓ̃ NLSP) 1-2 τ + 0-1 ℓ 0-2 jets Yes 20.3 tanβ >20 1407.06031.63 TeVg̃

GGM (bino NLSP) 2 γ - Yes 20.3 cτ(NLSP)<0.1 mm 1507.054931.34 TeVg̃

GGM (higgsino-bino NLSP) γ 1 b Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
0
1)<950 GeV, cτ(NLSP)<0.1 mm, µ<0 1507.054931.37 TeVg̃

GGM (higgsino-bino NLSP) γ 2 jets Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
0
1)<850 GeV, cτ(NLSP)<0.1 mm, µ>0 1507.054931.3 TeVg̃

GGM (higgsino NLSP) 2 e, µ (Z) 2 jets Yes 20.3 m(NLSP)>430 GeV 1503.03290900 GeVg̃

Gravitino LSP 0 mono-jet Yes 20.3 m(G̃)>1.8 × 10−4 eV, m(g̃)=m(q̃)=1.5 TeV 1502.01518865 GeVF1/2 scale

g̃g̃, g̃→bb̄χ̃
0
1 0 3 b Yes 3.3 m(χ̃

0
1)<800 GeV ATLAS-CONF-2015-0671.78 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→tt̄χ̃
0
1

0-1 e, µ 3 b Yes 3.3 m(χ̃
0
1)=0 GeV To appear1.76 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→bt̄χ̃
+

1 0-1 e, µ 3 b Yes 20.1 m(χ̃
0
1)<300 GeV 1407.06001.37 TeVg̃

b̃1b̃1, b̃1→bχ̃
0
1 0 2 b Yes 3.2 m(χ̃

0
1)<100 GeV ATLAS-CONF-2015-066840 GeVb̃1

b̃1b̃1, b̃1→tχ̃
±
1 2 e, µ (SS) 0-3 b Yes 3.2 m(χ̃

0
1)=50 GeV, m(χ̃

±
1 )= m(χ̃

0
1)+100 GeV 1602.09058325-540 GeVb̃1

t̃1 t̃1, t̃1→bχ̃
±
1 1-2 e, µ 1-2 b Yes 4.7/20.3 m(χ̃

±
1 ) = 2m(χ̃

0
1), m(χ̃

0
1)=55 GeV 1209.2102, 1407.0583117-170 GeVt̃1 200-500 GeVt̃1

t̃1 t̃1, t̃1→Wbχ̃
0
1 or tχ̃

0
1

0-2 e, µ 0-2 jets/1-2 b Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
0
1)=1 GeV 1506.08616, ATLAS-CONF-2016-00790-198 GeVt̃1 205-715 GeVt̃1 745-785 GeVt̃1

t̃1 t̃1, t̃1→cχ̃
0
1 0 mono-jet/c-tag Yes 20.3 m(t̃1)-m(χ̃

0
1 )<85 GeV 1407.060890-245 GeVt̃1

t̃1 t̃1(natural GMSB) 2 e, µ (Z) 1 b Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
0
1)>150 GeV 1403.5222150-600 GeVt̃1

t̃2 t̃2, t̃2→t̃1 + Z 3 e, µ (Z) 1 b Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
0
1)<200 GeV 1403.5222290-610 GeVt̃2

t̃2 t̃2, t̃2→t̃1 + h 1 e, µ 6 jets + 2 b Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
0
1)=0 GeV 1506.08616320-620 GeVt̃2

ℓ̃L,R ℓ̃L,R, ℓ̃→ℓχ̃01 2 e, µ 0 Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
0
1)=0 GeV 1403.529490-335 GeVℓ̃

χ̃+
1
χ̃−
1 , χ̃

+

1→ℓ̃ν(ℓν̃) 2 e, µ 0 Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
0
1)=0 GeV, m(ℓ̃, ν̃)=0.5(m(χ̃

±
1 )+m(χ̃

0
1)) 1403.5294140-475 GeVχ̃

±
1

χ̃+
1
χ̃−
1 , χ̃

+

1→τ̃ν(τν̃) 2 τ - Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
0
1)=0 GeV, m(τ̃, ν̃)=0.5(m(χ̃

±
1 )+m(χ̃

0
1)) 1407.0350355 GeVχ̃

±
1

χ̃±
1
χ̃0
2→ℓ̃Lνℓ̃Lℓ(ν̃ν), ℓν̃ℓ̃Lℓ(ν̃ν) 3 e, µ 0 Yes 20.3 m(χ̃

±
1 )=m(χ̃

0
2), m(χ̃

0
1)=0, m(ℓ̃, ν̃)=0.5(m(χ̃

±
1 )+m(χ̃

0
1)) 1402.7029715 GeVχ̃

±
1 ,
χ̃
0

2

χ̃±
1
χ̃0
2→Wχ̃

0
1Zχ̃

0
1

2-3 e, µ 0-2 jets Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
±
1 )=m(χ̃

0
2), m(χ̃

0
1)=0, sleptons decoupled 1403.5294, 1402.7029425 GeVχ̃

±
1 ,
χ̃
0

2

χ̃±
1
χ̃0
2→Wχ̃

0
1h χ̃

0
1, h→bb̄/WW/ττ/γγ e, µ, γ 0-2 b Yes 20.3 m(χ̃

±
1 )=m(χ̃

0
2), m(χ̃

0
1)=0, sleptons decoupled 1501.07110270 GeVχ̃

±
1 ,
χ̃
0

2

χ̃0
2
χ̃0
3, χ̃

0
2,3 →ℓ̃Rℓ 4 e, µ 0 Yes 20.3 m(χ̃

0
2)=m(χ̃

0
3), m(χ̃

0
1)=0, m(ℓ̃, ν̃)=0.5(m(χ̃

0
2)+m(χ̃

0
1)) 1405.5086635 GeVχ̃

0

2,3

GGM (wino NLSP) weak prod. 1 e, µ + γ - Yes 20.3 cτ<1 mm 1507.05493115-370 GeVW̃

Direct χ̃
+

1
χ̃−
1 prod., long-lived χ̃

±
1 Disapp. trk 1 jet Yes 20.3 m(χ̃

±
1 )-m(χ̃

0
1)∼160 MeV, τ(χ̃

±
1 )=0.2 ns 1310.3675270 GeVχ̃

±
1

Direct χ̃
+

1
χ̃−
1 prod., long-lived χ̃

±
1 dE/dx trk - Yes 18.4 m(χ̃

±
1 )-m(χ̃

0
1)∼160 MeV, τ(χ̃

±
1 )<15 ns 1506.05332495 GeVχ̃

±
1

Stable, stopped g̃ R-hadron 0 1-5 jets Yes 27.9 m(χ̃
0
1)=100 GeV, 10 µs<τ(g̃)<1000 s 1310.6584850 GeVg̃

Metastable g̃ R-hadron dE/dx trk - - 3.2 m(χ̃
0
1)=100 GeV, τ>10 ns To appear1.54 TeVg̃

GMSB, stable τ̃, χ̃
0
1→τ̃(ẽ, µ̃)+τ(e, µ) 1-2 µ - - 19.1 10<tanβ<50 1411.6795537 GeVχ̃

0

1

GMSB, χ̃
0
1→γG̃, long-lived χ̃

0
1

2 γ - Yes 20.3 1<τ(χ̃
0
1)<3 ns, SPS8 model 1409.5542440 GeVχ̃

0

1

g̃g̃, χ̃
0
1→eeν/eµν/µµν displ. ee/eµ/µµ - - 20.3 7 <cτ(χ̃

0
1)< 740 mm, m(g̃)=1.3 TeV 1504.051621.0 TeVχ̃

0

1

GGM g̃g̃, χ̃
0
1→ZG̃ displ. vtx + jets - - 20.3 6 <cτ(χ̃

0
1)< 480 mm, m(g̃)=1.1 TeV 1504.051621.0 TeVχ̃

0

1

LFV pp→ν̃τ + X, ν̃τ→eµ/eτ/µτ eµ,eτ,µτ - - 20.3 λ′311=0.11, λ132/133/233=0.07 1503.044301.7 TeVν̃τ

Bilinear RPV CMSSM 2 e, µ (SS) 0-3 b Yes 20.3 m(q̃)=m(g̃), cτLS P<1 mm 1404.25001.45 TeVq̃, g̃

χ̃+
1
χ̃−
1 , χ̃

+

1→Wχ̃
0
1, χ̃

0
1→eeν̃µ, eµν̃e 4 e, µ - Yes 20.3 m(χ̃

0
1)>0.2×m(χ̃

±
1 ), λ121!0 1405.5086760 GeVχ̃

±
1

χ̃+
1
χ̃−
1 , χ̃

+

1→Wχ̃
0
1, χ̃

0
1→ττν̃e, eτν̃τ 3 e, µ + τ - Yes 20.3 m(χ̃

0
1)>0.2×m(χ̃

±
1 ), λ133!0 1405.5086450 GeVχ̃

±
1

g̃g̃, g̃→qqq 0 6-7 jets - 20.3 BR(t)=BR(b)=BR(c)=0% 1502.05686917 GeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→qqχ̃
0
1, χ̃

0
1 → qqq 0 6-7 jets - 20.3 m(χ̃

0
1)=600 GeV 1502.05686980 GeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→t̃1t, t̃1→bs 2 e, µ (SS) 0-3 b Yes 20.3 1404.2500880 GeVg̃

t̃1 t̃1, t̃1→bs 0 2 jets + 2 b - 20.3 1601.07453320 GeVt̃1

t̃1 t̃1, t̃1→bℓ 2 e, µ 2 b - 20.3 BR(t̃1→be/µ)>20% ATLAS-CONF-2015-0150.4-1.0 TeVt̃1

Scalar charm, c̃→cχ̃
0
1 0 2 c Yes 20.3 m(χ̃

0
1)<200 GeV 1501.01325510 GeVc̃

Mass scale [TeV]10−1 1

√
s = 7, 8 TeV

√
s = 13 TeV

ATLAS SUSY Searches* - 95% CL Lower Limits
Status: March 2016

ATLAS Preliminary
√
s = 7, 8, 13 TeV

*Only a selection of the available mass limits on new
states or phenomena is shown.

Exotics SUSY

Long-lived particles

Additional scalars

https://twiki.cern.ch/twiki/bin/view/AtlasPublic
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Searches for New Physics at ATLAS   Searches for Dark Matter at ATLAS
Model ℓ, γ Jets† Emiss

T

∫
L dt[fb−1] Limit Reference
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ADD GKK + g/q − ≥ 1 j Yes 3.2 n = 2 Preliminary6.86 TeVMD

ADD non-resonant ℓℓ 2 e, µ − − 20.3 n = 3 HLZ 1407.24104.7 TeVMS

ADD QBH→ ℓq 1 e, µ 1 j − 20.3 n = 6 1311.20065.2 TeVMth

ADD QBH − 2 j − 3.6 n = 6 1512.015308.3 TeVMth

ADD BH high
∑
pT ≥ 1 e, µ ≥ 2 j − 3.2 n = 6, MD = 3 TeV, rot BH ATLAS-CONF-2016-0068.2 TeVMth

ADD BH multijet − ≥ 3 j − 3.6 n = 6, MD = 3 TeV, rot BH 1512.025869.55 TeVMth

RS1 GKK → ℓℓ 2 e, µ − − 20.3 k/MPl = 0.1 1405.41232.68 TeVGKK mass

RS1 GKK → γγ 2 γ − − 20.3 k/MPl = 0.1 1504.055112.66 TeVGKK mass

Bulk RS GKK →WW → qqℓν 1 e, µ 1 J Yes 3.2 k/MPl = 1.0 ATLAS-CONF-2015-0751.06 TeVGKK mass

Bulk RS GKK → HH → bbbb − 4 b − 3.2 k/MPl = 1.0 ATLAS-CONF-2016-017475-785 GeVGKK mass

Bulk RS gKK → tt 1 e, µ ≥ 1 b, ≥ 1J/2j Yes 20.3 BR = 0.925 1505.070182.2 TeVgKK mass

2UED / RPP 1 e, µ ≥ 2 b, ≥ 4 j Yes 3.2 Tier (1,1), BR(A(1,1) → tt) = 1 ATLAS-CONF-2016-0131.46 TeVKK mass

SSM Z ′ → ℓℓ 2 e, µ − − 3.2 ATLAS-CONF-2015-0703.4 TeVZ′ mass

SSM Z ′ → ττ 2 τ − − 19.5 1502.071772.02 TeVZ′ mass

Leptophobic Z ′ → bb − 2 b − 3.2 Preliminary1.5 TeVZ′ mass

SSM W ′ → ℓν 1 e, µ − Yes 3.2 ATLAS-CONF-2015-0634.07 TeVW′ mass

HVT W ′ →WZ → qqνν model A 0 e, µ 1 J Yes 3.2 gV = 1 ATLAS-CONF-2015-0681.6 TeVW′ mass

HVT W ′ →WZ → qqqq model A − 2 J − 3.2 gV = 1 ATLAS-CONF-2015-0731.38-1.6 TeVW′ mass

HVT W ′ →WH → ℓνbb model B 1 e, µ 1-2 b, 1-0 j Yes 3.2 gV = 3 ATLAS-CONF-2015-0741.62 TeVW′ mass

HVT Z ′ → ZH → ννbb model B 0 e, µ 1-2 b, 1-0 j Yes 3.2 gV = 3 ATLAS-CONF-2015-0741.76 TeVZ′ mass
LRSM W ′

R
→ tb 1 e, µ 2 b, 0-1 j Yes 20.3 1410.41031.92 TeVW′ mass

LRSM W ′
R
→ tb 0 e, µ ≥ 1 b, 1 J − 20.3 1408.08861.76 TeVW′ mass

CI qqqq − 2 j − 3.6 ηLL = −1 1512.0153017.5 TeVΛ
CI qqℓℓ 2 e, µ − − 3.2 ηLL = −1 ATLAS-CONF-2015-07023.1 TeVΛ

CI uutt 2 e, µ (SS) ≥ 1 b, 1-4 j Yes 20.3 |CLL | = 1 1504.046054.3 TeVΛ

Axial-vector mediator (Dirac DM) 0 e, µ ≥ 1 j Yes 3.2 gq=0.25, gχ=1.0, m(χ) < 140 GeV Preliminary1.0 TeVmA

Axial-vector mediator (Dirac DM) 0 e, µ, 1 γ 1 j Yes 3.2 gq=0.25, gχ=1.0, m(χ) < 10 GeV Preliminary650 GeVmA

ZZχχ EFT (Dirac DM) 0 e, µ 1 J, ≤ 1 j Yes 3.2 m(χ) < 150 GeV ATLAS-CONF-2015-080550 GeVM∗

Scalar LQ 1st gen 2 e ≥ 2 j − 3.2 β = 1 Preliminary1.07 TeVLQ mass

Scalar LQ 2nd gen 2 µ ≥ 2 j − 3.2 β = 1 Preliminary1.03 TeVLQ mass

Scalar LQ 3rd gen 1 e, µ ≥1 b, ≥3 j Yes 20.3 β = 0 1508.04735640 GeVLQ mass

VLQ TT → Ht + X 1 e, µ ≥ 2 b, ≥ 3 j Yes 20.3 T in (T,B) doublet 1505.04306855 GeVT mass

VLQ YY →Wb + X 1 e, µ ≥ 1 b, ≥ 3 j Yes 20.3 Y in (B,Y) doublet 1505.04306770 GeVY mass

VLQ BB → Hb + X 1 e, µ ≥ 2 b, ≥ 3 j Yes 20.3 isospin singlet 1505.04306735 GeVB mass

VLQ BB → Zb + X 2/≥3 e, µ ≥2/≥1 b − 20.3 B in (B,Y) doublet 1409.5500755 GeVB mass

VLQ QQ →WqWq 1 e, µ ≥ 4 j Yes 20.3 1509.04261690 GeVQ mass

T5/3 →Wt 1 e, µ ≥ 1 b, ≥ 5 j Yes 20.3 1503.05425840 GeVT5/3 mass

Excited quark q∗ → qγ 1 γ 1 j − 3.2 only u∗ and d∗, Λ = m(q∗) 1512.059104.4 TeVq∗ mass

Excited quark q∗ → qg − 2 j − 3.6 only u∗ and d∗, Λ = m(q∗) 1512.015305.2 TeVq∗ mass

Excited quark b∗ → bg − 1 b, 1 j − 3.2 Preliminary2.1 TeVb∗ mass

Excited quark b∗ →Wt 1 or 2 e, µ 1 b, 2-0 j Yes 20.3 fg = fL = fR = 1 1510.026641.5 TeVb∗ mass

Excited lepton ℓ∗ 3 e, µ − − 20.3 Λ = 3.0 TeV 1411.29213.0 TeVℓ
∗ mass

Excited lepton ν∗ 3 e,µ, τ − − 20.3 Λ = 1.6 TeV 1411.29211.6 TeVν
∗ mass

LSTC aT →W γ 1 e, µ, 1 γ − Yes 20.3 1407.8150960 GeVaT mass

LRSM Majorana ν 2 e, µ 2 j − 20.3 m(WR ) = 2.4 TeV, no mixing 1506.060202.0 TeVN0 mass

Higgs triplet H±± → ℓℓ 2 e, µ (SS) − − 20.3 DY production, BR(H±±L → ℓℓ)=1 1412.0237551 GeVH±± mass

Higgs triplet H±± → ℓτ 3 e,µ, τ − − 20.3 DY production, BR(H±±
L
→ ℓτ)=1 1411.2921400 GeVH±± mass

Monotop (non-res prod) 1 e, µ 1 b Yes 20.3 anon−res = 0.2 1410.5404657 GeVspin-1 invisible particle mass

Multi-charged particles − − − 20.3 DY production, |q| = 5e 1504.04188785 GeVmulti-charged particle mass

Magnetic monopoles − − − 7.0 DY production, |g | = 1gD , spin 1/2 1509.080591.34 TeVmonopole mass

Mass scale [TeV]10−1 1 10
√
s = 8 TeV

√
s = 13 TeV

ATLAS Exotics Searches* - 95% CL Exclusion
Status: March 2016

ATLAS Preliminary∫
L dt = (3.2 - 20.3) fb−1

√
s = 8, 13 TeV

*Only a selection of the available mass limits on new states or phenomena is shown. Lower bounds are specified only when explicitly not excluded.

†Small-radius (large-radius) jets are denoted by the letter j (J).

Model Signature
∫
L dt[fb−1] Lifetime limit Reference
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RPV χ01 → eeν/eµν/µµν displaced lepton pair 20.3 1504.05162m(g̃) = 1.3 TeV, m(χ01) = 1.0 TeV7-740 mmχ
0
1

lifetime

GGM χ01 → ZG̃ displaced vtx + jets 20.3 1504.05162m(g̃) = 1.1 TeV, m(χ01) = 1.0 TeV6-480 mmχ
0
1

lifetime

AMSB pp → χ±1χ
0
1,χ

+
1 χ
−
1 disappearing track 20.3 1310.3675m(χ±1 ) = 450 GeV0.22-3.0 mχ

±
1

lifetime

AMSB pp → χ±1χ
0
1,χ

+
1 χ
−
1 large pixel dE/dx 18.4 1506.05332m(χ±1 ) = 450 GeV1.31-9.0 mχ

±
1

lifetime

GMSB non-pointing or delayed γ 20.3 1409.5542SPS8 with Λ = 200 TeV0.08-5.4 mχ
0
1

lifetime

Stealth SUSY 2 ID/MS vertices 19.5 1504.03634m(g̃) = 500 GeV0.12-90.6 mS̃ lifetime

Hidden Valley H → πvπv 2 low-EMF trackless jets 20.3 1501.04020m(πv) = 25 GeV0.41-7.57 mπv lifetime

Hidden Valley H → πvπv 2 ID/MS vertices 19.5 1504.03634m(πv) = 25 GeV0.31-25.4 mπv lifetime

FRVZ H → 2γd + X 2 e−, µ−,π−jets 20.3 1409.0746H → 2γd + X , m(γd ) = 400 MeV14-140 mmγd lifetime

FRVZ H → 4γd + X 2 e−, µ−,π−jets 20.3 1409.0746H → 4γd + X , m(γd ) = 400 MeV15-260 mmγd lifetime

Hidden Valley H → πvπv 2 low-EMF trackless jets 20.3 1501.04020m(πv) = 25 GeV0.6-5.0 mπv lifetime

Hidden Valley H → πvπv 2 ID/MS vertices 19.5 1504.03634m(πv) = 25 GeV0.43-18.1 mπv lifetime

FRVZ H → 4γd + X 2 e−, µ−,π−jets 20.3 1409.0746H → 4γd + X , m(γd ) = 400 MeV28-160 mmγd lifetime

Hidden Valley Φ→ πvπv 2 low-EMF trackless jets 20.3 1501.04020σ×BR = 1 pb, m(πv) = 50 GeV0.29-7.9 mπv lifetime

Hidden Valley Φ→ πvπv 2 ID/MS vertices 19.5 1504.03634σ×BR = 1 pb, m(πv) = 50 GeV0.19-31.9 mπv lifetime

Hidden Valley Φ→ πvπv 2 low-EMF trackless jets 20.3 1501.04020σ×BR = 1 pb, m(πv) = 50 GeV0.15-4.1 mπv lifetime

Hidden Valley Φ→ πvπv 2 ID/MS vertices 19.5 1504.03634σ×BR = 1 pb, m(πv) = 50 GeV0.11-18.3 mπv lifetime

HV Z ′(1 TeV)→ qvqv 2 ID/MS vertices 20.3 1504.03634σ×BR = 1 pb, m(πv) = 50 GeV0.1-4.9 mπv lifetime

HV Z ′(2 TeV)→ qvqv 2 ID/MS vertices 20.3 1504.03634σ×BR = 1 pb, m(πv) = 50 GeV0.1-10.1 mπv lifetime

cτ [m]0.01 0.1 1 10 100
√
s = 8 TeV

ATLAS Long-lived Particle Searches* - 95% CL Exclusion
Status: July 2015

ATLAS Preliminary∫
L dt = (18.4 - 20.3) fb−1

√
s = 8 TeV

*Only a selection of the available lifetime limits on new states is shown.

Model e, µ, τ, γ Jets Emiss

T

∫
L dt[fb−1] Mass limit Reference
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MSUGRA/CMSSM 0-3 e, µ /1-2 τ 2-10 jets/3 b Yes 20.3 m(q̃)=m(g̃) 1507.055251.85 TeVq̃, g̃

q̃q̃, q̃→qχ̃
0
1 0 2-6 jets Yes 3.2 m(χ̃

0
1)=0 GeV, m(1st gen. q̃)=m(2nd gen. q̃) ATLAS-CONF-2015-062980 GeVq̃

q̃q̃, q̃→qχ̃
0
1 (compressed) mono-jet 1-3 jets Yes 3.2 m(q̃)-m(χ̃

0
1 )<5 GeV To appear610 GeVq̃

q̃q̃, q̃→q(ℓℓ/ℓν/νν)χ̃
0
1

2 e, µ (off-Z) 2 jets Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
0
1)=0 GeV 1503.03290820 GeVq̃

g̃g̃, g̃→qq̄χ̃
0
1 0 2-6 jets Yes 3.2 m(χ̃

0
1)=0 GeV ATLAS-CONF-2015-0621.52 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→qqχ̃
±
1→qqW±χ̃

0
1

1 e, µ 2-6 jets Yes 3.3 m(χ̃
0
1)<350 GeV, m(χ̃

±
)=0.5(m(χ̃

0
1)+m(g̃)) ATLAS-CONF-2015-0761.6 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→qq(ℓℓ/ℓν/νν)χ̃
0
1

2 e, µ 0-3 jets - 20 m(χ̃
0
1)=0 GeV 1501.035551.38 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→qqWZχ̃
0
1 0 7-10 jets Yes 3.2 m(χ̃

0
1) =100 GeV 1602.061941.4 TeVg̃

GMSB (ℓ̃ NLSP) 1-2 τ + 0-1 ℓ 0-2 jets Yes 20.3 tanβ >20 1407.06031.63 TeVg̃

GGM (bino NLSP) 2 γ - Yes 20.3 cτ(NLSP)<0.1 mm 1507.054931.34 TeVg̃

GGM (higgsino-bino NLSP) γ 1 b Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
0
1)<950 GeV, cτ(NLSP)<0.1 mm, µ<0 1507.054931.37 TeVg̃

GGM (higgsino-bino NLSP) γ 2 jets Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
0
1)<850 GeV, cτ(NLSP)<0.1 mm, µ>0 1507.054931.3 TeVg̃

GGM (higgsino NLSP) 2 e, µ (Z) 2 jets Yes 20.3 m(NLSP)>430 GeV 1503.03290900 GeVg̃

Gravitino LSP 0 mono-jet Yes 20.3 m(G̃)>1.8 × 10−4 eV, m(g̃)=m(q̃)=1.5 TeV 1502.01518865 GeVF1/2 scale

g̃g̃, g̃→bb̄χ̃
0
1 0 3 b Yes 3.3 m(χ̃

0
1)<800 GeV ATLAS-CONF-2015-0671.78 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→tt̄χ̃
0
1

0-1 e, µ 3 b Yes 3.3 m(χ̃
0
1)=0 GeV To appear1.76 TeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→bt̄χ̃
+

1 0-1 e, µ 3 b Yes 20.1 m(χ̃
0
1)<300 GeV 1407.06001.37 TeVg̃

b̃1b̃1, b̃1→bχ̃
0
1 0 2 b Yes 3.2 m(χ̃

0
1)<100 GeV ATLAS-CONF-2015-066840 GeVb̃1

b̃1b̃1, b̃1→tχ̃
±
1 2 e, µ (SS) 0-3 b Yes 3.2 m(χ̃

0
1)=50 GeV, m(χ̃

±
1 )= m(χ̃

0
1)+100 GeV 1602.09058325-540 GeVb̃1

t̃1 t̃1, t̃1→bχ̃
±
1 1-2 e, µ 1-2 b Yes 4.7/20.3 m(χ̃

±
1 ) = 2m(χ̃

0
1), m(χ̃

0
1)=55 GeV 1209.2102, 1407.0583117-170 GeVt̃1 200-500 GeVt̃1

t̃1 t̃1, t̃1→Wbχ̃
0
1 or tχ̃

0
1

0-2 e, µ 0-2 jets/1-2 b Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
0
1)=1 GeV 1506.08616, ATLAS-CONF-2016-00790-198 GeVt̃1 205-715 GeVt̃1 745-785 GeVt̃1

t̃1 t̃1, t̃1→cχ̃
0
1 0 mono-jet/c-tag Yes 20.3 m(t̃1)-m(χ̃

0
1 )<85 GeV 1407.060890-245 GeVt̃1

t̃1 t̃1(natural GMSB) 2 e, µ (Z) 1 b Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
0
1)>150 GeV 1403.5222150-600 GeVt̃1

t̃2 t̃2, t̃2→t̃1 + Z 3 e, µ (Z) 1 b Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
0
1)<200 GeV 1403.5222290-610 GeVt̃2

t̃2 t̃2, t̃2→t̃1 + h 1 e, µ 6 jets + 2 b Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
0
1)=0 GeV 1506.08616320-620 GeVt̃2

ℓ̃L,R ℓ̃L,R, ℓ̃→ℓχ̃01 2 e, µ 0 Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
0
1)=0 GeV 1403.529490-335 GeVℓ̃

χ̃+
1
χ̃−
1 , χ̃

+

1→ℓ̃ν(ℓν̃) 2 e, µ 0 Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
0
1)=0 GeV, m(ℓ̃, ν̃)=0.5(m(χ̃

±
1 )+m(χ̃

0
1)) 1403.5294140-475 GeVχ̃

±
1

χ̃+
1
χ̃−
1 , χ̃

+

1→τ̃ν(τν̃) 2 τ - Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
0
1)=0 GeV, m(τ̃, ν̃)=0.5(m(χ̃

±
1 )+m(χ̃

0
1)) 1407.0350355 GeVχ̃

±
1

χ̃±
1
χ̃0
2→ℓ̃Lνℓ̃Lℓ(ν̃ν), ℓν̃ℓ̃Lℓ(ν̃ν) 3 e, µ 0 Yes 20.3 m(χ̃

±
1 )=m(χ̃

0
2), m(χ̃

0
1)=0, m(ℓ̃, ν̃)=0.5(m(χ̃

±
1 )+m(χ̃

0
1)) 1402.7029715 GeVχ̃

±
1 ,
χ̃
0

2

χ̃±
1
χ̃0
2→Wχ̃

0
1Zχ̃

0
1

2-3 e, µ 0-2 jets Yes 20.3 m(χ̃
±
1 )=m(χ̃

0
2), m(χ̃

0
1)=0, sleptons decoupled 1403.5294, 1402.7029425 GeVχ̃

±
1 ,
χ̃
0

2

χ̃±
1
χ̃0
2→Wχ̃

0
1h χ̃

0
1, h→bb̄/WW/ττ/γγ e, µ, γ 0-2 b Yes 20.3 m(χ̃

±
1 )=m(χ̃

0
2), m(χ̃

0
1)=0, sleptons decoupled 1501.07110270 GeVχ̃

±
1 ,
χ̃
0

2

χ̃0
2
χ̃0
3, χ̃

0
2,3 →ℓ̃Rℓ 4 e, µ 0 Yes 20.3 m(χ̃

0
2)=m(χ̃

0
3), m(χ̃

0
1)=0, m(ℓ̃, ν̃)=0.5(m(χ̃

0
2)+m(χ̃

0
1)) 1405.5086635 GeVχ̃

0

2,3

GGM (wino NLSP) weak prod. 1 e, µ + γ - Yes 20.3 cτ<1 mm 1507.05493115-370 GeVW̃

Direct χ̃
+

1
χ̃−
1 prod., long-lived χ̃

±
1 Disapp. trk 1 jet Yes 20.3 m(χ̃

±
1 )-m(χ̃

0
1)∼160 MeV, τ(χ̃

±
1 )=0.2 ns 1310.3675270 GeVχ̃

±
1

Direct χ̃
+

1
χ̃−
1 prod., long-lived χ̃

±
1 dE/dx trk - Yes 18.4 m(χ̃

±
1 )-m(χ̃

0
1)∼160 MeV, τ(χ̃

±
1 )<15 ns 1506.05332495 GeVχ̃

±
1

Stable, stopped g̃ R-hadron 0 1-5 jets Yes 27.9 m(χ̃
0
1)=100 GeV, 10 µs<τ(g̃)<1000 s 1310.6584850 GeVg̃

Metastable g̃ R-hadron dE/dx trk - - 3.2 m(χ̃
0
1)=100 GeV, τ>10 ns To appear1.54 TeVg̃

GMSB, stable τ̃, χ̃
0
1→τ̃(ẽ, µ̃)+τ(e, µ) 1-2 µ - - 19.1 10<tanβ<50 1411.6795537 GeVχ̃

0

1

GMSB, χ̃
0
1→γG̃, long-lived χ̃

0
1

2 γ - Yes 20.3 1<τ(χ̃
0
1)<3 ns, SPS8 model 1409.5542440 GeVχ̃

0

1

g̃g̃, χ̃
0
1→eeν/eµν/µµν displ. ee/eµ/µµ - - 20.3 7 <cτ(χ̃

0
1)< 740 mm, m(g̃)=1.3 TeV 1504.051621.0 TeVχ̃

0

1

GGM g̃g̃, χ̃
0
1→ZG̃ displ. vtx + jets - - 20.3 6 <cτ(χ̃

0
1)< 480 mm, m(g̃)=1.1 TeV 1504.051621.0 TeVχ̃

0

1

LFV pp→ν̃τ + X, ν̃τ→eµ/eτ/µτ eµ,eτ,µτ - - 20.3 λ′311=0.11, λ132/133/233=0.07 1503.044301.7 TeVν̃τ

Bilinear RPV CMSSM 2 e, µ (SS) 0-3 b Yes 20.3 m(q̃)=m(g̃), cτLS P<1 mm 1404.25001.45 TeVq̃, g̃

χ̃+
1
χ̃−
1 , χ̃

+

1→Wχ̃
0
1, χ̃

0
1→eeν̃µ, eµν̃e 4 e, µ - Yes 20.3 m(χ̃

0
1)>0.2×m(χ̃

±
1 ), λ121!0 1405.5086760 GeVχ̃

±
1

χ̃+
1
χ̃−
1 , χ̃

+

1→Wχ̃
0
1, χ̃

0
1→ττν̃e, eτν̃τ 3 e, µ + τ - Yes 20.3 m(χ̃

0
1)>0.2×m(χ̃

±
1 ), λ133!0 1405.5086450 GeVχ̃

±
1

g̃g̃, g̃→qqq 0 6-7 jets - 20.3 BR(t)=BR(b)=BR(c)=0% 1502.05686917 GeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→qqχ̃
0
1, χ̃

0
1 → qqq 0 6-7 jets - 20.3 m(χ̃

0
1)=600 GeV 1502.05686980 GeVg̃

g̃g̃, g̃→t̃1t, t̃1→bs 2 e, µ (SS) 0-3 b Yes 20.3 1404.2500880 GeVg̃

t̃1 t̃1, t̃1→bs 0 2 jets + 2 b - 20.3 1601.07453320 GeVt̃1

t̃1 t̃1, t̃1→bℓ 2 e, µ 2 b - 20.3 BR(t̃1→be/µ)>20% ATLAS-CONF-2015-0150.4-1.0 TeVt̃1

Scalar charm, c̃→cχ̃
0
1 0 2 c Yes 20.3 m(χ̃

0
1)<200 GeV 1501.01325510 GeVc̃

Mass scale [TeV]10−1 1

√
s = 7, 8 TeV

√
s = 13 TeV

ATLAS SUSY Searches* - 95% CL Lower Limits
Status: March 2016

ATLAS Preliminary
√
s = 7, 8, 13 TeV

*Only a selection of the available mass limits on new
states or phenomena is shown.

Exotics SUSY

Long-lived particles

Additional scalars

Most of these models already have a DM candidate, 
or can be easily modified to provide one
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Models of Particle Dark Matter: General aspects
Dark matter is something with very small effective couplings to the SM 
- either directly to SM particles (H, Z, …) or 
- indirectly through new BSM particles (e.g. Z’) 

What distinguishes searches for dark matter from general BSM searches:
what we know about it from astrophysics and astroparticle DM searches
relic density, direct detection, indirect detection 
- e.g. thermal freeze out, freeze-in, “dark” freeze out, etc. 
- e.g. scalar, Majorana or Dirac fermion, vector DM. 
Use this information to target our effort.
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Tim M.P. Tait
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Models of Particle Dark Matter: Complementarity

Focus on general-purpose searches for WIMP dark matter emphasizing complementarity

- assume dark matter has non-gravitational interactions with the SM

- focus on models with effective baryon coupling: scattering off nuclei and production in pp collisions

- signature-based searches applicable to broad classes of possible models 
- balance between model agnosticism and using models to translate astro-physical/-particle knowledge 

Require some model, to translate what we know from astrophysics and non-collider DM, 
vs. taking the model too seriously (it’s probably wrong)

CollidersIndirect Detection Direct Detection
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The Optimistic Possibility: Dark Matter can be studied in many complementary experiments

Standard Model Particles Dark Matterinteract with 

through

insert known particle(s) here insert new particle(s) here

insert mediator of new SM/DM interaction

Wikipedia/NASA Colliders 
(Contact interaction)

Colliders 
(Simplified Models)
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Standard Model Particles Dark Matterinteract with 

through

insert known particle(s) here insert new particle(s) here

insert mediator of new SM/DM interaction
W and Z bosons

strongly constrained

The Optimistic Possibility: Dark Matter can be studied in many complementary experiments



23

Standard Model Particles Dark Matterinteract with 

through

insert known particle(s) here insert new particle(s) here

insert mediator of new SM/DM interaction
the Higgs boson

probing since 2012
JHEP11(2015)206

The Optimistic Possibility: Dark Matter can be studied in many complementary experiments
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Standard Model Particles Dark Matterinteract with 

through

insert known particle(s) here insert new particle(s) here

insert mediator of new SM/DM interaction
BSM particles

lots of possibilities!

The Optimistic Possibility: Dark Matter can be studied in many complementary experiments
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Contact Interaction Theory

1. DM must be pair produced
2. MET+proton remnants is indistinguishable from backgrounds
3. We need to “tag” the collision with high pT ISR
4. The Standard Model predicts what ISR occurs most often…

➟   do a mono-jet or “mono-X” search

q

q̄

χ

χ̄

g

Simplified Models

LHC can resolve the interaction between DM and the SM 
—additional kinematic features and new signatures 

There is at one least more particle to discover: the 
‘mediator’ of the interaction 

Discovery of dark matter interactions, involving the 
phenomenology of a larger framework of new particles 
(new resonances, cascade decays, …) 
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A Crucial Advantage of Collider Searches

LHC probes high energy scales with respect to other dark matter searches
Discovery and characterization of the interaction with dark matter

proton-proton
collision

Wikipedia/NASA Colliders 
(Contact interaction)

Colliders 
(Simplified Models)



Searching for Dark Matter Production
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Experimental performance for DM signatures in ATLAS

Jet calibration well understood up to multi-TeV scale

Event selection 
(trigger)

Dark Matter search
Object reconstruction 

and calibration

p
T

p
T
jet

recoil

Excellent MET performance
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MET+X searches, or “mono-X”

Signal Backgrounds

Inclusive and Exclusive signal regions 
 with successively larger 

 MET requirements

New at 13 TeV: to appear
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MET+X searches, or “mono-X”

Backgrounds

Inclusive and Exclusive signal regions 
 with successively larger 

 MET requirements

MET shape depends on  
Lorentz structure of SM–DM 

interaction, masses of DM 
and intermediate particles

Vector Z’

mDM = 15 GeV
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MET+X searches, or “mono-X”

Backgrounds

One key challenge of the mono-jet analysis is modeling  
Z+jets and W+jets background at very high boson pT 

Check with visible W and Z decays, but 
invisible decays of the Z occurs 6x more often than visible 

Visible Z Control Regions, Post-Fit
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MET+X searches, or “mono-X”

Backgrounds

One key challenge of the mono-jet analysis is modeling  
Z+jets and W+jets background at very high boson pT 

Check with visible W and Z decays, but 
invisible decays of the Z occurs 6x more often than visible 
Also W decays

Constrain predictions for Z(→ νν )̄+jets, W+jets

and decays with missed leptons from SHERPA 2.1 
+ ATLAS simulation and control regions with 
visible decays

Visible W Control Regions, Post-Fit
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Control and Signal Region Composition for MET>700 GeV

Analysis quickly becomes systematics-limited:  
precise high pT Z background estimates crucial for further progress
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Monojet results
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Present and Future of Direct Detection Searches
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Present and Future of Direct Detection Searches arXiv:1512.07501 

http://arxiv.org/pdf/1512.07501v2.pdf
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Present and Future of Direct Detection Searches

J. Billard, DM@LHC 2016 

https://indico.cern.ch/event/342623/contributions/807361/attachments/1250836/1844216/Billard_DM_LHC.pdf
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8 TeV Mono-jet Result: Connecting EFT limits to Non-collider WIMP Searches
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Example: one CI operator

Some lessons:

• Once the WIMP is light enough (below the scales 

of the cuts on MET and jet pT), colllider searches 
are insensitive to the WIMP mass—can continue 
the ~same limit below 1 GeV 

• The mono-jet search is insensitive to differences in 
Lorentz structure, unlike direct-detection searches 

These nicely complement the non-collider searches

Eur. Phys. J. C (2015) 75:299
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First 13 TeV Monojet results: Constraint on DM Simplified Model
Axial-vector simplifed model: 
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First 13 TeV Monojet results
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Searches for Dark Matter Production Beyond Mono-jets 
Substitute any other boson for the ISR gluon or   
directly involve the SM particles in the interaction 

ATLAS: systematic search program in many final states

Standard Model Particles Dark Matterinteract with 

in signatures including

insert known particle(s) here insert new particle(s) here

insert ISR/FSR boson, or additional particles

Photons http://arxiv.org/abs/1604.01306 (13 TeV) 
Phys. Rev. D 91, 012008 (8 TeV)

Heavy flavour 
quarks

Eur. Phys. J. C (2015) 75:92 (8 TeV)

W and Z bosons
Hadronic decays: ATLAS-CONF-2015-080 (13 TeV) 

Phys. Rev. Lett 112, 041802  (8 TeV) 
Leptonic W decays: JHEP09 (2014) 037 (8 TeV) 

Leptonic Z decays: PRD 90, 012004 (8 TeV)

Higgs bosons H→bb: ATLAS-CONF-2016-019 (13 TeV) 
Phys. Rev. D 93, 072007 (8 TeV)

H→ɣɣ:  ATLAS-CONF-2016-011 (13 TeV) 
Phys. Rev. Lett. 115, 131801 (8 TeV)

http://arxiv.org/abs/1604.01306
http://journals.aps.org/prd/abstract/10.1103/PhysRevD.91.012008
http://link.springer.com/10.1140/epjc/s10052-015-3306-z
https://atlas.web.cern.ch/Atlas/GROUPS/PHYSICS/CONFNOTES/ATLAS-CONF-2015-080/
http://prl.aps.org/abstract/PRL/v112/i4/e041802
http://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/JHEP09(2014)037
http://journals.aps.org/prd/abstract/10.1103/PhysRevD.90.012004
https://atlas.web.cern.ch/Atlas/GROUPS/PHYSICS/CONFNOTES/ATLAS-CONF-2016-019/
http://journals.aps.org/prd/abstract/10.1103/PhysRevD.93.072007
https://atlas.web.cern.ch/Atlas/GROUPS/PHYSICS/CONFNOTES/ATLAS-CONF-2016-011
http://journals.aps.org/prl/abstract/10.1103/PhysRevLett.115.131801
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Mono-photon

Stat. error: 9% 
Total error: 11% 

(rate for electrons and 
 jets faking photons)

New at 13 TeV: arXiv:1604.01306
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13 TeV Mono-Photon Results
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Searches for Dark Matter Production Beyond Mono-jets 
Substitute any other boson for the ISR gluon or   
directly involve the SM particles in the interaction

Higgs boson decaying to b quarks

W/Z boson, decaying hadronically Higgs boson decaying to photons
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Searches for Dark Matter Production Beyond Mono-jets 
Substitute any other boson for the ISR gluon or   
directly involve the SM particles in the interaction

DM produced in association with heavy quarks

Z boson, decaying leptonicallyMono-Higgs→bb
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Searching for Dark Sector Interactions
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ATLAS Dijets Searches at 13 TeV

Resonant analysis

Jet pT > 440, 50 GeV 

|y*| = |y1-y2|/2 < 0.6 
(rejects forward-peaking 
t-channel QCD processes) 

mjj > 1.1 TeV
Data-driven background fit

Most discrepant region

1.53-1.61 TeV

(p-value 0.67)

Physics Letters B 754 (2016) 302–322
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Direct searches for mediator are the real strength of the LHC
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Exclusion: 
xSD ~ M4
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Direct searches for mediator are the strength of the LHC

Monojets Dijets

LUX

DSP Overproduction

Perturbativity

JHEP 1507 (2015) 089

Smaller ratios of gq to gDM  

suppress visible decays

Pheno. 
reinterpretation
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New particle mass

Run 1 Results: Dijet Resonances in Heavy DM Limit

6x
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New particle mass

Run 1 Results: Dijet Resonances in Heavy DM Limit

Only probing SM-like couplings near

current LHC thresholds of M ~ 1 TeV 
(limited by single jet trigger thresholds)

Gap to be probed with 
more luminosity

Progress below 1 TeV

requires new strategy

6x
 g

q



LHC Dark Matter Working Group (2015–)

http://lpcc.web.cern.ch/lpcc/index.php?
page=dm_wg 

The LHC Dark Matter Working Group (LHC DM WG) 
brings together theorists and experimentalists to define 
guidelines and recommendations for the benchmark 
models, interpretation, and characterisation necessary 
for broad and systematic searches for dark matter at 
the LHC. 

The LHC DM WG develops and maintains close 
connections with theorists and other experimental 
particle DM searches (e.g. Direct and Indirect 
Detection experiments) in order to help verify and 
constrain particle physics models of astrophysical 
excesses, to understand how collider searches and non-
collider experiments complement one another, and to 
help build a comprehensive understanding of viable 
dark matter models. 
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Community-wide Discussion of LHC Dark Matter Searches

Pilot effort: translation of LHC 
simplified model results into DM-
nucleon cross-section plane (DD/ID) 

arXiv:1603.04156 

http://lpcc.web.cern.ch/lpcc/index.php?page=dm_wg
http://arxiv.org/pdf/1603.04156.pdf
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Summary
A broad set of searches for dark matter are an important part of the ATLAS BSM search program 
—healthy Run 1 program is fully underway and evolving at 13 TeV 

LHC (ATLAS/CMS/theory) is a key player in the search for dark matter

  - LHC-wide WIMP benchmark models (Dark Matter Forum) 

  - LHC Dark Matter Working Group 

New ATLAS results with 2015+2016 dataset


* Searches for invisible DM particles

* monojet, monophoton, mono-W/Z, mono-Higgs

* Searches for visible DM mediators

* dijets (heavy and light resonances) 

The landscape of Dark Matter at the LHC is just starting to be explored… More to come! 
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Options for very general dark matter models involving BSM mediators
- Contact interaction: ~no information about kinematics. 

Single parameter controls rate 
Discovery can’t learn much: 
    rate ←→ astroparticle cross sections  
Little sensitivity to DM mass or the interaction 

- Simplified models: describe only LHC-energy 
phenomenology 
Strength of the LHC:  
Study properties of interaction: couplings, width—
consistent with other results, relic density  
heavy mediators: Z’, additional scalar, graviton, squark,…  
light mediators: can have tiny couplings, displaced decays 
Can be much more powerful than MET search 

- Exhaustive catalogs:  
attempts to capture all possible phenomenology 

e.g. co-annihilation codex: ~200 models 
or: full UV-complete theory: MSSM, etc.

JHEP 1512 (2015) 120

q

q̄

χ

χ̄

g
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Missing Transverse Energy Signals in the Mono-jet Analysis

Background estimation: 
Use known processes to derive background 
rates directly from data 

S. Schramm
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Rejection of fake jets is crucial 

Good efficiency

Good purity

Mono-jets: BEFORE CLEANING
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Kinematics of Two-Parton Scattering
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QCD Matrix Elements for Dijet Processes
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Propagation of single particle uncertainties to jets
Balance of high-pT jet 
with calibrated low-pT 

recoil system

Well-calibrated object 
vs probe jet: data/MC

Jet calibration and uncertainty
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Benefits of ATLAS/CMS Agreement on Models: Dijet Implications for SM-DM Mediators
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Light Resonances at 13 TeV
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ATLAS Dijets Searches at 13 TeV

“Non-resonant” analysis

Jet pT > 440, 50 GeV 
|y*| = |y1-y2|/2 < 1.7 
|yB| = |y1+y2|/2 < 1.1 
mjj > 2.5 TeV

Background shape from 

NLOJet++ / Pythia 8

with electroweak corrections

|y*| = < 0.6


At high mass, low chi:

NLO: up to 15%

EW: up to 3%


chi2 probability. 0.35

Shape comparison uses 
high y* region to confirm 
and normalize 
background prediction 
with forward-peaking t-
channel QCD processes

Physics Letters B 754 (2016) 302–322

Signal

Background-dominated

Beamline
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Models of Dark Matter
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8 TeV Mono-jet Result: Connecting EFT limits to Non-collider WIMP Searches
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Example: one CI operator

The search is probing CI scales 
at LHC-scale (and cut-scale) energies. 
It can be sensitive to the internal structure 
of the interaction… M*= M/√(gq gdm)

Truncation: ignore component of 
predicted signal cross section not 
described by CI 

but this throws away information 
unique to high-energy searches!
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Mono-photon
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