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CERN: founded in 1954 by12 European States

“Science for Peace”

Today: 22 Member States

Member States: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, Denmark, Finland, 
France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Israel, Italy, Netherlands, Norway, Poland, 

Portugal, Romania, Slovak Republic, Spain, Sweden, Switzerland and 
United Kingdom 

Associate Members in the Pre-Stage to Membership: Cyprus, Serbia, Slovenia

Associate Member States: India, Lithuania, Pakistan, Turkey, Ukraine

Applications for Membership or Associate Membership:
Brazil, Croatia

Observers to Council: Japan, Russia, United States of America; 

European Union, JINR and UNESCO 

~ 2500 staff

~ 1800 other paid personnel

~ 13000 scientific users

~ 1000 teachers trained per year

. hundreds of students trained/year

Budget (2017) ~1150 US$
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The Mission of CERN

 Push back the frontiers of knowledge

E.g. the secrets of the Big Bang …what was the matter like 

within the first moments of the Universe’s existence?

 Develop new technologies for 
accelerators and detectors

Information technology - the Web and the GRID

Medicine - diagnosis and therapy

 Train scientists and engineers of 
tomorrow

 Unite people from different countries and 
cultures
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Science for Sustainable Development and Peace
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• The CERN “parents”

A group of  far-sighted scientists, politicians, diplomats.

• CERN’s initial main objectives 

O. Carry out scientific programmes.

. Resume the dialogue after World War II among former belligerent

European Countries, and beyond.

• The CERN Convention (signed in 1953)

“The Organization shall have no concern with work for military 

requirements and the results of  its experimental and theoretical work 

shall be published or otherwise made generally available” Org
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The first CERN Council session, 1955
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(AP Photo/Worth) PA-9275541Berlin, 1961
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Reagan - Gorbachev first meeting, Geneva 1985

Ronald Reagan Presidential Library, C32042-10



The “CERN model” - 1    Governance

. A simple but strong Convention, excluding military 

implications.

. Composition of  the delegations to Council.

. Decisional processes (e.g. Scientific Policy Committee).
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The “CERN model” - 2 Operational aspects:

. Researchers from Member and non-Member States.

. Valorization of  the national research communities.

. Open access philosophy in all fields. Co-opetition.

. Stay away from politics.
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SESAME – Synchrotron-light

for Experimental Science and

Applications in the Middle East

Amman, Jordan

Members (2017) M. Bona – ITP , Mar 2018



Observer status Dec 2012

Observer status at the UN, Dec 2012 
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CERN, March 2013



“CERN: Sixty years of Science for Peace and Development” - United Nations, New York, Oct. 2014 
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Teachers Training School Middle East, CERN 2014
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Signing of the Agreement between CERN and the InterParliamentary Union (IPU), Nov 2016
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SESAME at the 2nd IPU Roundtable on Water in the Middle East, July 2017
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Science and diplomacy

Three questions to reflect upon:

. How can scientists contribute to science diplomacy?

. Can “science models” help in other societal fields ?

. How can science contribute to the intercultural 

dialogue and to peace ?
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founded by Daniel Barenboim - Edward Said, 1999

“The West-Eastern Divan Orchestra ….. has bee

n sometimes described in a very flattering way for us as an “orchestra for 

peace”. Let me tell you something: this is not going to bring peace. What it 

can bring is understanding, the patience, the courage, and the curiosity to 

listen to the narrative of the other” 

 

West-Eastern Divan Orchestra 
 

founded by Daniel Barenboim - Edward Said, 1999 
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“… Let me tell you something: this is not going to bring peace.

What it can bring is understanding, the patience, the courage, and

the curiosity to listen to the narrative of the other”

Daniel Barenboim, Ramallah concert, August 2005.



Thank you for your attention !
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