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Simulation of the heat transfer in different materials

Heat transfer is widely taught in secondary Earth science and physics. Researchers have identified many mis-
conceptions related to heat and temperature.1These misconceptions primarily stem from hunches developed
in everyday life (though the confusions in terminology often worsen them). Interactive computer simula-
tions that visualize thermal energy, temperature distribution, and heat transfer may provide a straightfor-
ward method for teaching and learning these concepts. Through interacting with visual representations of
the concepts and observing how they respond to manipulations, the misconceptions may be dispelled more
effectively.
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