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SKA Precursor: MeerKAT
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Hardware in Australia




SKA HQ: Jodrell Bank, UK
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SKA: A global Research Infrastructure

Potential Future Members
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Members of the SKA Organisation . African Partner Countries
Host Countries: Australia, South Africa, United Kingdom
. . SKA Observatory will be established as an Intergovernmental Organisation in 2020, taking over

from the SKA Organisation. It will undertake the construction and operation of the telescope.

As of March 2019, confirmed SKA Observatory members are
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Key dates: .

A Q1 2019: Convention signing

A Q4 2020: Construction activity begins

A Q3 2023: Science Commissioning starts, community invol ec
e A 2027/8: SKAL1 construction complete

A 2028 onwards; full science operations :‘
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Long term Sustainability

A Multi-decade lifetime
A Encompassing national facilities

A Multi-phased construction
A Ongoing upgrades

A Periods of construction, operation
and overlapping construction and
operation

A Host countries as partners not
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MAIN RECOMMENDATIONS

1

Establish and maintain excellence through the entire lifecycle
of Rls by all appropriate means, by securing adequate frarmework
conditions. and by opening the Rls up to the world.

Ensure that Rls have the right people in the right place at the
right time by strengthening and harmonising national research
and educational systems to make sure that all essential skills are
available.

Harmonise and integrate a vision for convergent operation of Rls
and e-Infrastructures in Europe to ensure cost-effective service
provision to the user communities.

Fully exploit the potential of Rls as innovation hubs by
incorporating strategies for their development into national and
European innovation policies.

Set up effective means of determining the economic and wider
social value of Rls, and incorporate these benefits into science-
policy-society dialogues.

Establish adequate framewaork conditions for effective governance
and sustainable long-term funding for Rls at every stage in their
lifecycle, together with effective management.

Foster broader coordination at National and European levels
when designing processes for planning and supporting national
and pan Eurcpean Rls and so enhance their strategic value.
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Sustainable governance

A SKA Organisation member governments '-

agreed to develop an Intergovernmental
Organisation in 2015

A Rationale:

I Appropriate for a genuinely global researc
AYVFIFNIF Aa0NHzOG dzNB 2 F  {
I Government commitment: political stability,
funding stability

I Alevel of independence in structure B
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procurement process, employment ruletc

A Building an organisation based on successf
IGOs such as CERN, ESO, ESA etc

A Negotiations started October 2015ed by
Italian government.
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Science excellence

ADVANCING
ASTROPHYSIES
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