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What is open access?

Gold Open Access

 Final version of an article is immediately 

accessible to everyone 

 Cost of publishing is recovered upfront

• Typically as an Article Publishing Charge 

(APC)

Green Open Access

 A version of a subscription article is made 

freely available

 Relies on the subscription model to 

continue to operate

• Usually after an embargo period

• Normally a draft copy of the article but can 

also be the final version
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Free and permanent access to scholarly research for everyone



www.elsevier.com/about/open-science

Total article growth by journal business model
In 2017 there were an estimated 2.2 million subscription 

and 0.5 million open access articles published worldwide.
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Open access content

• APC-based fully gold and hybrid open access articles 

is 15% share of total content in 2017

• All gold open access, including subsidized articles, is 

17% share of total content.

Subscription content

• 83% share of total articles in 2017  

Elsevier perspective

• In 2017, Elsevier published over 430,000 articles

• Includes over 27,000 open access articles
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Open access is enabled by…
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Funders

Open access policies and mandates 

Institutions 

Open access policies and 

repositories

Publishers

Implementing open access 

options for researchers

Researchers 

Being encouraged to publish 

research output open access 

Governments 

Open access policies and mandates

Readers

Looking for additional ways to read 

research content
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Elsevier and open access
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Gold open access

• Leading gold open access publisher 

• Published over 170 fully open access journals and 

over 1,850 hybrid journals 

• Published over 27,000 open access articles in 2017

• Choice of either a commercial (CC BY) or non-

commercial (CC-BY-NC-ND) user license. 

• Article publishing charges (APCs) range from ~$150 

to ~$5000 (US Dollars)

Green open access

• Largest publisher enabler of green open access

• All 2500+ journals provide a green open access option

• Participate in CHORUS and support pilots with 

institutions and international funders

• Free API program to fuel repositories 

• Share link service provides 50 days free access to 

recently published research 

• Open archives in over 110 journals, including Cell 

Press titles after 12 months
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Working with funders to empower open access

We work together by: 

• Optimizing the publication process to make authors 

aware of how to comply with funder mandates 

• Providing an API program to fuel institutional repositories 

• Supporting funders and institutions participating in 

CHORUS

• Providing customized reporting, monitoring and tailored 

invoicing for institutions 

• Training customer service staff to help researchers 

understand funder and institutional OA policies and how 

to comply
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No. of OA journals per publisher

Average APC for open access journals by publisher

Our APCs are below 

market average…

Open access journals APC pricing:

• Average APC by journals is $1687;  for Elsevier it is 

$1412

• Elsevier’s prices range from ~$150 to ~$5000

Hybrid journal APC pricing: 

• Average APC by journal is $2862; for Elsevier it is 

lower at $2585.

• Elsevier has broader distribution of prices which are 

tailored to specific communities. 
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No. of hybrid journals per publisher

Average APC for hybrid journals by publisher

Market average

Market average

All average APCs are weighted.

All average APCs are weighted.Market average based on data available for top 6 competitors

Market average based on data available for top 6 competitors
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Gold open access 

publishing
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Understanding the fine print: gold open access
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Making it easier to find open access
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We are making OA more discoverable.

Currently over 1.3 million articles on 

ScienceDirect are open access, out of which 

almost 0.5 million are gold OA.
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Making it easier to find open access
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Open access labelling 

on article records for 

additional clarity

Access type search 

filters*

*Shown to all users

except anonymous guests, 

because of high bot activity
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…and analyze OA content
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Gold open access
• Scopus Indexes >4,000 OA 

journals also registered at DOAJ / 

ROAD and will show OA tags for 

over 7M articles by the end of 2018

• List is updated 3-4 times per year 

• Provide journal level Browse 

sources indicator 

• Future hope to include article level

• For non Gold OA journals; paper 

can still be OA 

• Either via: 

• The publisher platform or

• Other repositories 

• In Scopus the link to full-text is 

always to the original paper via DOI

Green open access



Green open access
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We are dedicated to helping 

researchers share their work and 

have open tools and services to 

make this easier.

Supporting green 

open access

• Green open access enables free access to a 

version of a subscription article

• Publishers try to strike a balance between enabling 

researchers to share their research as quickly and 

as widely as possible while sustaining journals the 

research community rely on

• It is not always easy to navigate the world of green 

open access, knowing which version of your article 

you can share, when and where
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1. Author self-archiving

Author posts accepted manuscript to a website or repository for public access normally after 

embargo period. (e.g. posting to an institutional repository) 

Making green open access work

9-10-2018

2. Publisher deposit 

Publisher posts accepted manuscript to a named repository, after an embargo period

3. Via links to publishers

The publisher makes the accepted manuscript of final article freely available on their website.

(Open archive via ScienceDirect for ~ 110 journals)
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Being green is not always easy…

9-10-2018

Did you know?

In the UK the cost to universities of 

deposits in institutional repositories 

(not including management, 

advocacy, and infrastructure 

development costs) is estimated at 

£4-5million each year (Counting 

Costs of Open Access, Nov. 2014) 

www.ariessys.com/wp-content/uploads/Research-Consulting-

Counting-the-Costs-of-OA-Final.pdf

• Self-archiving can be a duplication of effort and time-

consuming

• Requires institutions and funders to chase authors to self-

archive 

• It is difficult for researchers to figure out when and how to self-

archive and which version to share

• It is difficult to measure the true impact of an article if is posted 

in multiple places

• It is difficult for readers to know what version they are reading, 

if it is correct or if it has been retracted
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Platforms enable researchers to share information, 

participate in discussions and collaborate. 

New platforms help researchers 

collaborate & share

9-10-2018

Hosting platforms and publishers should work 

together to make sharing as easy as possible!



Mendeley, a social platform for researchers



www.elsevier.com/about/open-science

• Fragmented metrics

• Incorrect version sharing

• Integrity of scholarly record

Shared challenges in sharing research information

9-10-2018
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We support authors to share their work at every stage of the publication process.

Our sharing guidelines
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Title (change with Header & footer button)
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Working together on common principles
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www.howcanishareit.com/

pdfs/Infografik160715.pdf
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Share Links

• The majority of our journals offer Share Links – a 

customized link which authors receive for their newly-

published article on ScienceDirect. 

• Anyone clicking on the Share Link within a 50-day period 

will be taken directly to the article with no sign up or 

registration required. 

• Enables authors to promote their article and make an 

impact with their research.

9-10-2018



Institutional repositories
(IRs)
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Fueling IRs: free API program 
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Did you know? 

Scopus customers can

also integrate Scopus

APIs to retrieve metadata

and abstracts across all

publishers.

Please Note: **Minimum part of the program. 

Article Retrieval 

API embeds the 

final article in 

your repository 

so subscribers 

don’t leave your 

site to access 

the article

Keep users on 

your IR 

Search API can 

extract the 

metadata and 

abstracts of your 

affiliated authors 

to help populate 

your repository, 

enhance 

disoverability and 

create links or 

embed final 

version

Entitlements 

API** can ensure 

subscribed users 

see the final 

version and 

visitors can see 

the accepted 

manuscript 

hosted on your 

repository 

Get metadata & 

abstracts

Show the final 

version 

Hosting 

permissions API 

can retrieve 

embargo end 

dates so you can 

make manuscripts 

automatically 

available to the 

public after 

embargo 

Make manuscripts 

public

//dev.elsevier.com/tecdoc_sd_ir_integration.html
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• Scopus and ScienceDirect API services 

provide metadata and abstracts. Additional 

links are provided to guide visitors to the 

latest available version for Elsevier articles.

Case study Qspace: A DSpace Institutional Repository

9-10-2018

Visit this example at Qspace: 
http://qspace.qu.edu.qa/handle/10576/4639



Connecting to Society

Sustainable Development Goals
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17 UN Sustainable Development Goals in 5 themes 

https://sdgresources.relx.com/

- Peace

- People

- Prosperity

- Planet

- Partnership
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SDG Resource Centre
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 Scientific African 

An interdisciplinary Open Access journal for Africa

Building Research Capacity in Africa

 African Journal Partnership program

Publishing expertise for 9 African Health journals

 Researcher Academy

A free e-learning platform



Elsevier Resource Centres

Free access to health and medical research, online tools and expert advice



Connecting to Society

Communicating science



• Articles chosen by external advisory board

• shortlist from Elsevier’s 2000+ journals

• Board members from NGOs across the world

• Winning articles summarized in a lay summary by a 

scientific journalist and hosted on Atlas website

• Author receive the Atlas award and have their article 

 Virtual Journal Atlas
Recognizes the impact of scientific, technical and medical research 

on people’s lives around the world

http://www.elsevier.com/atlas/advisory-board
http://www.elsevier.com/atlas/home
http://www.elsevier.com/atlas/home
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Elsevier reports



The Lancet: 

Future of health in sub-Saharan Africa

A roadmap for improved health of sub-

Saharan Africans

www.thelancet.com/future-health-Africa
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ElsevierConnect



Want to know more?
Check out the latest news from

Elsevier Connect or

connect with us directly!

www.elsevier.com/connect

@ElsevierConnect

http://www.elsevier.com/connect

