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Background

• The WDL is a cooperative project of the Library of Congress, 

UNESCO, with more than fifty libraries and other cultural and 

educational institutions from around the world.

• The WDL makes available on the Internet, free of charge and 

in multilingual format, significant primary materials from all 

countries and cultures, including manuscripts, maps, rare 

books, musical scores, recordings, films, prints, photographs, 

architectural drawings, and other significant cultural materials. 



The objectives of the WDL are to:

• Promote international and intercultural 

understanding and awareness

• Expand multilingual and culturally diverse content on 

the Internet 

•

• Provide resources to educators and contribute to 

scholarly research

• Build knowledge and capacity in the developing 

world and help to narrow the digital divide.



The Digitisation Processes 
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Hardware for the WDL 

Uganda project



DigiBook Supra Scan II 



Hardware cont.

I2S SuprascanII Digital camera



Decisions to Make
• Who is it for? Multiple audiences?

(local users, global users, in house staff, colleagues from 
other institutions, etc, etc)

• What format/ standard to use? 

• What are you describing it? 

(Physical object or digital? Or both?)

• How are you describing it? 

(Controlled vocabulary? Local thesaurus?)



The Digitisation process:

step by step approach



Example 1: Story Book



Example 2. Descriptive data



MODS



XML





The Image Quality Review Process

• 1. On- screen 

examination

- check whether the 

image will open

• 2. Focus  

text in focus

text  out of 

focus



QR continues

• 3. Rotation

incorrect

correct



QR ….

4. Cropping



QR ….

• 5. Tilted/ slanted 

images



QR….

• 6. Legibility 

• 7. Missing Pages 

• 8. Data Loss 

• 9. Artifacts 

• 10. File naming

• 11. DVDs/CDs after 

burning













Thank You!!
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