
Persistent identifiers:
ORCiD

Annette Holtkamp
CERN-UNESCO School on Digital Libraries

Nairobi, Oct 8–12, 2018



The challenge

Unambiguously link researchers with their 
professional activities

Problems:

• Name ambiguity

• discoverability



How can we tell one researcher from another? 

http://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/101738/CIDays13_ORCIDFinal.pdf
?sequence=11

http://deepblue.lib.umich.edu/bitstream/handle/2027.42/101738/CIDays13_ORCIDFinal.pdf?sequence=11
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The solution: ORCiD

• Open, non-profit, community driven organization

• Unique identifier to 
– Distinguish researchers from each other

– reliably connect researchers with their contributions 
and affiliations

• Hub for machine-readable connections between 
identifiers for organizations, funding, outputs, 
people

orcid.org
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ORCID: a hub connecting the research landscape



ORCID facts and figures

• 900+ organizational members

• 5.2 million live iDs, associated with

– ~33 million works activities (publ, data sets…)

– ~13 million DOIs

– ~2.2 million employment affiliations

– ~2.7 million education affiliations

– ~490k funding activities
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http://orcid.org/0000-0002-1825-0097

• 16-digit number

• Free and fast—takes 
about 30 seconds

• Sign up now! 
orcid.org/

1. Register for an iD

http://www.orcid.org/


2. Privacy
The researcher determines what, how, and with 
whom the information on ORCID is shared.



Eliminate name ambiguity



3. Add your info: name variants

Add variants of your name before
you link works—this will ensure 

that you will find all of YOUR 
works.  You can add names in 

multiple character sets.



• Use the multiple ORCID search 
and link wizards to connect 
your works to your ORCID 
record.

• These records will appear in 
your ORCID record with no 
data entry by you

4. Add your info: link works



Associate your ORCID 
iD with ResearcherID

Exchange profile 
and/or publication data 

between ORCID and 
ResearcherID

5. Add your info: link to other identifiers



Funders
• Grant submission systems

• Awardee databases

Universities

• Integrating with:

• Researcher information 
systems

• Institutional repositories

• Grants & contracts

• HR systems

• And creating records for 
students & faculty

Professional 
societies

• Membership renewal

• Publishing and meeting 
registration processes

Publishing & 
repositories

• Publishers are integrating 
into manuscript 
submission and 
author/reviewer databases

• Repositories linking with 
deposition, search and 
updating

• Both are linking internal ID 
with ORCID record

Improve discoverability & reduce 
repetitive data entry



Reduce time-consuming data entry & 
activity reporting
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6. Add your info: education & employment history



Use your ORCID iD in. . . manuscript 
submission

Include your ORCID iD when 
submitting a manuscript. Your ORCID 
iD is attached to your publication 
metadata, improving discoverability. 



Use your ORCID iD. . . Link to datasets

You can now link 
your ORCID iD with 
your data, enabling 
you to display your 
datasets in your 
ORCID profile.



Login



Login



Login



Institutional login



ORCiDs in INSPIRE author profiles



https://inspirehep.net/author/profile/B.Allen.2



Connect author profile to ORCiD



INSPIRE: Push to ORCiD



INSPIRE: Push to ORCiD



Display publications from ORCID

Visible on profile page even when outside INSPIRE’s scope



Organization identifier (OI) Project

Goal: Open, unique, persistent identifiers for 
organizations involved in research

• Project by Crossref, DataCite and ORCiD

• Initial proposal

• Working group since Jan 2017
https://orcid.org/content/organization-identifier-working-group

https://orcid.org/sites/default/files/ckfinder/userfiles/files/20161031 OrgIDGovernance.pdf
https://orcid.org/content/organization-identifier-working-group


Sources

• http://www.slideshare.net/ORCIDSlides/eng-slides-
orcidoverview20140116/5

• http://www.slideshare.net/ORCIDSlides/overview-of-orcid-for-
researchers

• https://orcid.org/statistics

http://www.slideshare.net/ORCIDSlides/eng-slides-orcidoverview20140116/5
http://www.slideshare.net/ORCIDSlides/overview-of-orcid-for-researchers
https://orcid.org/statistics

