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UK-WP1: Advanced collimation

Task 1: Simulation and novel concepts: 

University of Manchester/CI/RHUL/Hudd/CERN

 Aim: Explore collimation performance, develop 

new tools and create novel collimation schemes.

-> Design of two-stage collimation schemes, active 

halo control, tested experimentally.

-> Analysis of run 2 loss maps and verification of HL-

LHC collimation scheme performance

-> New code development : MERLIN (and BDSIM)
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Task 2) Adaptive collimation system (ACS)

University of Huddersfield

 Aim: Develop a reactive

Collimator to compensate

For thermal jaw deformation.

-> Prototype design complete

and being manufactured.

Design validated in full

Simulation suite. 

HL-LHC-UK phase 2

Manchester and RHUL are proposing to 

perform beam related measurements in 

run 3, tied to an operation-focus 

simulation programme, and develop the 

novel collimation layouts and hardware. 
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Crab SPS Tests

 Worlds first crabbing of a proton beam, and first operating 
compact crab cavity demonstrated on 23rd May 2018

 UK team a key part of SPS tests of crabs with key involvement 
in beam measurements, impedance, LLRF, cavity testing and 

beam simulations.
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Crab Pre-series Cryomodule and HL-LHC-UK2

5

RFD Pre-series Cryomodule to 

be assembled at DL in 2020. 

Area for cryostating, lifters, 

trolleys, tooling and clean rooms 

are currently being prepared

In HL-LHC-UK2 we propose to 

build the double quarter wave 

cryomodules for HL-LHC at 

Daresbury.

In addition we propose to provide 

support to CERN on cavity 

production, cavity testing, and the 

SPS tests of the RFD pre-series.
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UK-WP3: Developing Diagnostics for HL-LHC
Task 1: Electro-optic beam position monitor: 
S. Gibson et al, Royal Holloway, U. of London - CERN

 Aim: rapid intra-bunch measurement of crabbed 

bunch shape & instabilities, by replacing BPM 

pick-ups with ultrafast eo-crystals.

 EO-prototype observed first SPS beam signal in 

Dec 2016;  tune successfully measured in 2017.

 Beam signals match well with CST simulations 

and with results from optical bench tests.

 Beam signal enhanced by a compact, fibre 

interferometer design: recent results at IPAC 

2018.
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Task 2) Gas-jet beam profile monitor

C. Welsch et al, University of Liverpool-GSI-

CERN

 Aim: to monitor overlapping beam profiles in 

hollow e-lens using a supersonic gas jet.

 Simulation studies performed to optimise 

monitor resolution.

 Prototypes developed at Cockcroft test bench, 

demonstrating gas jet fluorescence technique.

 New e-gun and optics reduce integration time 

for image acquisition by factor >10.
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Modified Mechanical body at SPS for 

prototype zero: 

• 5 mm length crystal 

• 66.5 mm radius 

• 780 nm wavelength 

E L E C T R O - O P T I C A L  B P M ,  R OYA L  H O L LO WAY.  O C TO B E R  1 3 T H ,  2 016  

`````````

````````` `````````

Motivation
An	Electro-Optic	Beam	Position	Monitor	(EO-BPM)	is	being	developed	to	
measure	the	transverse	shape	of	a	proton	bunch	in	a	single	pass.

• Developed to monitor bunch rotation by crab-cavities at the HL-LHC.
• Measure intra-bunch perturbations before and after crabbing, and track

any instabilities in subsequent turns.
• High bandwidth electro-optic crystals replace electrodes in conventional

BPM and readout optically; no electronics in accelerator tunnel.
• Aim to measure the mean transverse displacement of particles along a

4σ=1ns, nominal 1.15 × 1011 proton LHC bunch at 6-12 GHz bandwidth.

ENHANCED	BUNCH	MONITORING	BY	INTERFEROMETRIC	
ELECTRO-OPTIC	METHODS	

WEPAL073, 2 May 2018

On	interfering	with	light	that	bypasses	the	crystal	
the	phase	modulation	is	enhanced	by	a	factor:

Acknowledgement:	Work	supported	by	UK	STFC	grants	ST/N001583/1,	
John	Adams	Institute	at	Royal	Holloway	University	of	London	and	CERN	

Conclusion and Outlook
A new design of electro-optic pick-up based on interferometry has
observed first signal in response to nominal bunches in the SPS.
The sensitivity of the flange mounted, compact setup is enhanced
compared to earlier studies and demonstrates the expected
variation with interferometer phase.
In future an improved low noise, high bandwidth photodetector
and amplifier will be tested at the SPS and a dual crystal
interferometer will be characterised with short electron bunches
at CERN’s CLEAR facility to assess the timing resolution

Compact	fibre	interferometer

The	single	EO	pick-up	that	was	first	tested	
interferometrically was	an	early design	with	only	
a	small	5	mm	length	crystal	and	no	electrode,	
nonetheless	a	reasonable	signal	amplitude	in	
response	to	the	longitudinal	bunch	profile	was	
observed	in	September	2017:	

S.	M.	Gibson*	,	A.	Arteche,	S.	E.	Bashforth,	A.	Bosco	-
John	Adams	Institute	at	Royal	Holloway,	University	of	London,	UK

M.	Krupa,	T.	Lefèvre - CERN,	Geneva,	Switzerland

*stephen.gibson@rhul.ac.uk

Bench	Tests	and	Electromagnetic	Simulations:	

Free-space	Interferometer
• A pair	of	fibre-splitters	was	used	to	create	an	

interferometer	around	one	EO-crystal	as	shown.
• Alternatively,	as	interferometer	between	opposing	

EO-pick-ups	allows	direct	optical	measurement	of	
the	beam	position	difference	signal	
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4.3. Elect ro-magnet ic simulat ions

Figure 4.20: Heatmap of the Coulomb field propagat ion over the pipe sect ion for pickup

one. In the CST simulat ion, the instant t= 2.45 ns corresponded with the bunch density

peak, that is, the maximum value in the t ime-profile.

Figure 4.21: Coulomb field t ime-profile curve inside the LiNbO3 sample for pickup one

(radial posit ion = 68.5 mm).

the force lines density from the inner part facing the proton bunch to the outer part in

contact with the crystal (fig. 3.8(b)). Thereby, the elect rode design is capable of gathering

moreelect ric field lines that polariseelect rically theelect rode itself, delivering thecollected

field into the crystal with more compacted force field lines, leading to an increase above

the shape factor. This coupling factor was already int roduced in the equat ion 4.2 as µC ,

where here EL N B (r0) = Ebunch (r 0) · µC / ✏z, and Ebunch is the analyt ical predict ion at the

radial posit ion r 0. Therefore, for pickup one, µC = 3.36.
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4.3. Elect ro-magnet ic simulat ions

(a)

(b) (c)

Figure 4.18: Relevant screenshots of the pickup one in the CST user interface.

vert ical blue line unt il the edge of the crystal corresponds to the elect rode, and thereby,

the elect ric field is zero. Whereas in pickup zero the field was dropping along the crystal,

one can observe in Table 4.5 that the peak-field is kept more constant in the propagat ion

through the dielect ric sample. This e↵ ect is caused by grounding of the top electrode,

which fixes the elect ric field di↵ erence and thus makes the strength field lines be more

uniform and parallel in between the elect rodes, in the same fashion as described in Figure

3.8(b). In contrast , the lack of a grounded top elect rode in pickup zero leads to a decay

in the propagat ing peak-field crossing the crystal.

Table 4.5: Analyt ical predict ion for a shape factor µS= 1, and the numeric result for the

peak field at di↵ erent radial posit ions inside the crystal under on-centre nominal SPS

bunch condit ions for pickup one.

Posit ion [mm] 68.0 68.5 69.0 69.5 70.0

Analyt ical predict ion [kV/ m] 0.87 0.86 0.86 0.85 0.85

Modulat ing Field Peak EL N B [kV/ m] 2.93 2.86 2.80 2.76 2.77
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Interferometric	electro-optic	concept

Robust	optics	setup	at	SPS

Optical	response	of	the	compact	interferometer	to	an	average	SPS	bunch	as	the	laser	frequency	is	scanned.	

When	light	is	incident	at	45o to	the	z-cut	MgO:LiNO3 crystal	axis,	the	
electric	field	from	a passing	relativistic	bunch	results	in	an	electro-
optic	retardation

Ø Compact	mechanics	fit	within	a	standard	
114	mm	diameter	LHC	BPM	flange.

Ø Reflective	fibre	collimators	supported	on	
miniature	translation	and	rotation	stages	
provide	6	DoF adjustment	per	collimator.

Response	of	the	free-space	EO	interferometer	to	an	
average	SPS	bunch	when	the	laser	frequency	was	
set	at	positive	and	negative	working	points.	

An	enhanced	signal	was	observed	in	
first	SPS	beam	tests	of	the	compact	
interferometric	setup	in	April	2018.
The	new	EO-pickup	demonstrates	the	
expected	variation	in	signal	amplitude	
as	the	laser	frequency	is	set	to	scans	
through	2p in	interferometer	phase. Installed	on	top	flange	of	EO-BPM	at	SPS Mounted	for	bench	tests

On interfering with light that bypasses the crystal the result-

ing phase modulation is enhanced compared to the robust

caseby a factor of
n3

e r33

n3
e r33−n3

o r13
for the sameapplied electric

field. To benefit from this enhancement the SPS prototype

wasmodified in Sept. 2017 by placing two polarizing beam

splitters in front of one EO-pickup, as depicted in Fig. 1,

such that light traversing the crystal was horizontally polar-

ized, in the z-direction, while vertical polarization bypassed

the crystal. The combined beams were analysed and the

intensity modulation was recorded by a fast photodetector.

Figure 1: Free-space interferometer optical concept.

Alternatively apair of fibre-splitterscan beused to create

an interferometer aroundonecrystal asshown inFig. 2. Note

the simple arrangement presented here is for one pick-up

only, however, in principle theconcept isextendable to an

interferometer that hascrystalson oppositesidesof thebeam

pipe in each arm of the interferometer, as proposed previ-

ously [2], to measure directly the difference signal between

the two opposing pickups.
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Figure 2: Compact fibre interferometer concept

A third interferometric concept is to house two parallel

crystals in one pickup, with thesecond crystal inverted so

the sign of the electro-optic response is reversed to create

a push-pull Mach-Zehnder interferometer. Similar to an

electro-optic modulator, such a design doubles the effective

phase modulation signal for a given length of crystal. A

pick-up of this type has been manufactured and is intended

for future beam tests at the CERN CLEAR facility.

MECHANICAL DESIGN

Free-space Interferometer Design

The original robust layout of the optical breadboard adja-

cent to one EO pick-up is shown in Fig. 3, including remote

controlled optics to reconfigureand analyse the polarization

states and optimise thefibre-coupling. The layout was mod-

ified as shown in the photographs to create the free-space

interferometer concept sketched in Fig. 1.

5.1. Opt ical setup

(a) (b)

Figure 5.3: Example of the OB trajectory when the knife-edge prism is ret racted (a) and

placed in the final posit ion (b) for setup A.

P in the figure, the prism is moved forward to intercept the OB and send it towards the

pickup (fig. 5.3(b)). The KEP orientat ion is finely adjusted with the stage in order to

align the OB at the same spot measured in the CCD camera when the KEP was ret racted.

Furthermore, the distance covered by the incoming beam from the collimator to the input

face crystal is the same for the outcoming beam from the output face of the crystal to

the lens held by the 3d stage. The CCD camera also provided the diameter size of the

collimated beam, which is approximately 4σ ≈ 900 µm. With that beam size, the opt ical

power applied into thecrystal input facenever reached above10 mW, or equivalent ly about

∼ 10 kW/ m2, which is significant ly below 8 MW/ m2 that corresponds approximately to

the power required to produce opt ical damage by inducing photorefract ive effect at 780

nm in lithium niobate [62].

Table 5.2 shows the ext rapolated opt ical power decay from an init ial 1 mW along

the whole opt ical path for each of the points depicted in Figure 5.3(b), based on the

experimental readouts during the alignment process. The est imated efficiency limit of

both PM and SM fibres was found to be approximately ∼ 75% (1 → 2 and 7 → 8), and

the crystal absorpt ion is roughly ∼ 9% and ∼ 12% for the 9 mm long and the cubic 5 mm

crystals installed in setup A and B, respect ively.

In Figure 5.3 a perimeter in a discont inuous white line has been superimposed over

the image that represents the posit ion of the enclosure walls shown in 5.2(a). Since setup

A is located in the inner side of the SPS ring next to the t ransport path of the accelerator,
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Figure 3: Robust optical layout of EO prototype at SPS [7]

andmodificationwithbeam-splitterstogenerateafree-space

interferometer around the EO-crystal.

Compact Interferometer Design

Theconcept in Fig. 2 was realised by acompact mechani-

cal design in Fig. 4 that fits thefibre-coupled optical beam

delivery system entirely within theouter dimension of astan-

dard LHC BPM flange of diameter 114mm. A custom sup-

Figure4: Mechanical design of compact interferometric EO

pick-up with fibre-coupled optics, mounted for bench tests,

and installed on the top flange of the EO-BPM in the SPS.

ENHANCED BUNCH MONITORING BY INTERFEROMETRIC

ELECTRO-OPTIC METHODS

S. M. Gibson⇤, A. Arteche, S. E. Bashforth, A. Bosco, JAI at Royal Holloway, University of London, UK
M. Krupa, T. Lefèvre, CERN, Geneva, Switzerland

Abstract

A prototype Electro-Optic Beam Position Monitor has

been installed for tests in the CERN SPS to develop the con-

cept for high-bandwidth (6-12GHz) monitoring of crabbed-

bunch rotation and intra-bunch instabilities at the High Lu-

minosity LHC. Thetechniquerelieson theultrafast response

of birefringent MgO:LiNO3 crystalsto optically measurethe

intra-bunch transverse displacement of a passing relativistic

bunch. Thispaper reportson recent developments, including

anew interferometric electro-optic pick-up that wasinstalled

in theCERN SPSin September 2017; infirst beam testswith

nominal bunch charge, acorresponding interferometric sig-

nal has been observed. The interferometric arrangement

has the advantages of being sensitive to the strongest po-

larization coefficient of thecrystal, and thephase offset of

the interferometer is controllable by frequency scanning of

the laser, which enables rapid optimisation of the working

point. Novel concepts and bench tests for enhancements

to the pick-up design are reviewed, together with prospects

for sensitivity during thefirst crab-cavity beam testsat the

CERN SPS in 2018.

INTRODUCTION

Motivated by the need to monitor bunch rotation induced

by crab-cavitiesat theHigh Luminosity LHC [1], an Electro-

Optic Beam Position Monitor (EO-BPM) isbeing developed

to measure the transverse shape of aproton bunch in asin-

gle pass [2]. The aim is to determine the mean transverse

displacement along a 4σ ⇠ 1ns, nominal 1.15⇥ 1011 pro-

ton bunch, to detect the intra-bunch perturbations before

and after the bunch crabbing and track the evolution of any

residual instabilities in subsequent turns. The technique

relies on the high bandwidth electro-optic (EO) response

of MgO doped lithium niobate crystals, that essentially re-

place the electrodes in a capacitive button BPM. The phase

and/or polarization state of light transmitted through each

crystal is altered by theelectric field of thepassing proton

bunch. By illuminating and reading out the EO-crystals via

single mode fibres, the beam signal is conveyed optically

to a fast photodetector in the rack room, thus dispensing

with the bandwidth limiting hybrid electronics associated

with electrostatic BPMs in the accelerator tunnel. The tech-

niquetargetsoperational bandwidthsof 6−12GHz to access

higher order modes of intra-bunch perturbation.

Project Status

A prototype EO-BPM was installed in the 4th sextant of

the CERN Super Proton Synchrotron (SPS), as described in

⇤ stephen.gibson@rhul.ac.uk

earlier studies [3,4], and was placed adjacent to the existing

Head Tail monitor [5]. First beam signals from the EO

pick-ups of the proton bunch were observed in December

2016 using a robust configuration of the remote controlled

analyzer optics [6,7]. In 2017, an improved design of the

pick-up demonstrated sensitivity to transverse displacement

of thebunch viameasurementsof thevertical and horizontal

SPS tunes [6]. In addition, coasting beam measurements

have since demonstrated that a single pick-up signal is well

correlated with deliberately induced lateral offsets of the

beam position during dedicated tests at the SPS [7].

This paper reports on the design and implementation of

a free-space interferometric pick-up that was installed in

Sept. 2017 and a subsequent compact, fibre-interferometric

design that was installed in Feb. 2018 in the vertical plane.

The concepts of these new designs are presented, alongside

electromagnetic simulations and analytic estimates of the

expected signal enhancement based on prior beam and bench

test results. Thefirst beam signals from the interferometer

are reported, together with prospects for sensitivity during

beam tests in 2018, following the recent installation of a

prototype crab-cavity in the SPS.

INTERFEROMETRIC EO CONCEPTS

Previous EO-BPM results [6, 7] were obtained from a

robust optical configuration of theEO pick-up in which light

incident on the xz faceof the z-cut MgO:LiNO3 crystal was

linearly polarized at 45◦ to the x and z-directions. When the

electric field Ea (t) from the passing relativistic bunch is in

the z-direction, the resulting electro-optic retardation is

Γ(t) =
2⇡

λ
(ne − no)l +

⇡

λ
(n3

er33 − n3
or13)l Eaz(t)

wherene and no aretheextraordinary andordinary refractive

indices of acrystal of length l in the propagation direction,

with linear electro-optic coefficients, r33 and r13. Thefirst

term is the static natural birefringenceof thecrystal, while

the second term is the electro-optically induced birefrin-

gence and is proportional to the electric field. Note that

the constant of proportionality depends on the difference

between thecubeof therefractive indicesmultiplied by their

corresponding EO-coefficients. The retardation results in a

polarization changeof light emerging from thecrystal which

is converted to an intensity modulation after an analyser.

If instead the light incident on the crystal xz-face is lin-

early polarized in the z-direction, then the light remains

linearly polarized as it propagates along the crystal and sim-

ply experiences a phase shift:

φ(t) =
2⇡

λ
nel +

⇡

λ
n3

er33l Eaz(t)

ENHANCED BUNCH MONITORING BY INTERFEROMETRIC

ELECTRO-OPTIC METHODS

S. M. Gibson⇤, A. Arteche, S. E. Bashforth, A. Bosco, JAI at Royal Holloway, University of London, UK
M. Krupa, T. Lefèvre, CERN, Geneva, Switzerland

Abstract

A prototype Electro-Optic Beam Position Monitor has

been installed for tests in the CERN SPS to develop the con-

cept for high-bandwidth (6-12GHz) monitoring of crabbed-

bunch rotation and intra-bunch instabilities at the High Lu-

minosity LHC. Thetechniquerelieson theultrafast response

of birefringent MgO:LiNO3 crystalsto optically measurethe

intra-bunch transverse displacement of a passing relativistic

bunch. Thispaper reportson recent developments, including

anew interferometric electro-optic pick-up that wasinstalled

in theCERN SPSin September 2017; in first beam testswith

nominal bunch charge, acorresponding interferometric sig-

nal has been observed. The interferometric arrangement

has the advantages of being sensitive to the strongest po-

larization coefficient of the crystal, and thephaseoffset of

the interferometer is controllable by frequency scanning of

the laser, which enables rapid optimisation of theworking

point. Novel concepts and bench tests for enhancements

to the pick-up design are reviewed, together with prospects

for sensitivity during thefirst crab-cavity beam testsat the

CERN SPS in 2018.

INTRODUCTION

Motivated by the need to monitor bunch rotation induced

by crab-cavitiesat theHigh Luminosity LHC [1], an Electro-

Optic Beam Position Monitor (EO-BPM) isbeing developed

to measure the transverseshape of aproton bunch in asin-

gle pass [2]. The aim is to determine the mean transverse

displacement along a4σ ⇠ 1ns, nominal 1.15⇥ 1011 pro-

ton bunch, to detect the intra-bunch perturbations before

and after the bunch crabbing and track the evolution of any

residual instabilities in subsequent turns. The technique

relies on the high bandwidth electro-optic (EO) response

of MgO doped lithium niobate crystals, that essentially re-

place the electrodes in a capacitive button BPM. The phase

and/or polarization stateof light transmitted through each

crystal is altered by theelectric field of the passing proton

bunch. By illuminating and reading out the EO-crystals via

single mode fibres, the beam signal is conveyed optically

to a fast photodetector in the rack room, thus dispensing

with the bandwidth limiting hybrid electronics associated

with electrostatic BPMs in the accelerator tunnel. The tech-

niquetargetsoperational bandwidthsof 6−12GHz to access

higher order modes of intra-bunch perturbation.

Project Status

A prototype EO-BPM was installed in the4th sextant of

the CERN Super Proton Synchrotron (SPS), as described in

⇤ stephen.gibson@rhul.ac.uk

earlier studies [3,4], and was placed adjacent to the existing

Head Tail monitor [5]. First beam signals from the EO

pick-ups of the proton bunch were observed in December

2016 using a robust configuration of the remote controlled

analyzer optics [6,7]. In 2017, an improved design of the

pick-up demonstrated sensitivity to transverse displacement

of thebunch viameasurementsof thevertical and horizontal

SPS tunes [6]. In addition, coasting beam measurements

have since demonstrated that a single pick-up signal is well

correlated with deliberately induced lateral offsets of the

beam position during dedicated tests at the SPS [7].

This paper reportson thedesign and implementation of

a free-space interferometric pick-up that was installed in

Sept. 2017 and a subsequent compact, fibre-interferometric

design that was installed in Feb. 2018 in thevertical plane.

The concepts of these new designs are presented, alongside

electromagnetic simulations and analytic estimates of the

expected signal enhancement based on prior beam and bench

test results. Thefirst beam signals from the interferometer

are reported, together with prospects for sensitivity during

beam tests in 2018, following the recent installation of a

prototype crab-cavity in the SPS.

INTERFEROMETRIC EO CONCEPTS

Previous EO-BPM results [6, 7] were obtained from a

robust optical configuration of theEO pick-up in which light

incident on the xz faceof the z-cut MgO:LiNO3 crystal was

linearly polarized at 45◦ to the x and z-directions. When the

electric field Ea (t) from the passing relativistic bunch is in

the z-direction, the resulting electro-optic retardation is

Γ(t) =
2⇡

λ
(ne − no )l +

⇡

λ
(n3

er33 − n3
or13)l Eaz(t)

wherene and no aretheextraordinary andordinary refractive

indices of acrystal of length l in thepropagation direction,

with linear electro-optic coefficients, r33 and r13. Thefirst

term is thestatic natural birefringence of thecrystal, while

the second term is the electro-optically induced birefrin-

gence and is proportional to the electric field. Note that

the constant of proportionality depends on the difference

between thecubeof therefractive indicesmultiplied by their

corresponding EO-coefficients. The retardation results in a

polarization changeof light emerging from thecrystal which

is converted to an intensity modulation after an analyser.

If instead the light incident on the crystal xz-face is lin-

early polarized in the z-direction, then the light remains

linearly polarized as it propagates along the crystal and sim-

ply experiences a phase shift:

φ(t) =
2⇡

λ
nel +

⇡

λ
n3

er33l Eaz(t)To	benefit	from	the	enhancement,	two	polarizing	
beam	splitters	select	light	to	traverse	the	crystal	
that	is	horizontally	polarized,	while	vertical	
polarization	bypasses	the	crystal.

The	combined	beams	
were	analysed and	the	
transmitted	intensity	
modulation	was	recorded	
by	a	fibre coupled,	distant	
fast	photodetector

If	instead	the	incident	light	is	linearly	polarized	in	the	z-direction,	the	
light	propagating	along	the	crystal	simply	experiences	a	phase	shift:	

The	EO	pick-up	signal	was	validated	by	test	bench	
measurements	in	which	a	voltage	modulation	was	
applied	directly	to	the	electrode,	or	the	pick-up	
was	in	an	electric	field	generated	by	a	coaxial	line.
Test	bench	and	earlier	beam	tests	were	all	found	
to	be	in	good	agreement	with	the	prediction	from	
electromag- netic simulations	and	analytic	model.

New optical system with upgraded electron gun

30 mA, 4000 s integration, 5keV

400
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UK2-WP3: Delivering Diagnostics for HL-LHC

Task 1: Electro-optic beam position monitor: 
S. Gibson et al, Royal Holloway, U. of London - CERN

Full demonstrator phase: 2020-2023

 The team propose to collaborate with UK optics 

industry to produce the ultimate compact pick-up, 

based on our fibre-coupled eo-waveguide design.

 Propose delivery of one complete, multiple pick-up 

EO-BPM demonstrator for tests at LHC, to fully 

prove technology readiness before production:

7

Task 2) Gas-jet beam profile monitor

C. Welsch et al, University of Liverpool-GSI-

CERN

 propose to develop a minimally-invasive 

device, suitable for operation at the HL-LHC.

 Propose to finalise the parameters associated 

with the fluorescence technique, including gas 

species and optimization of the detector 

integration time, by building on core UK 

expertise and leadership in this area. 
Production phase: 2024/25

 RHUL propose to 

manufacture and deliver 

four sets of EO-BPMs 

for HL-LHC, including 

lasers and fibre optic 

readout.
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Remote Cold Powering of HL-LHC

D2 (DFM)

DFHM

SCLINK 

120<Ø< 200

DFHX

DFX

SC Link for 

Triplets 

(120kA) 
≈ 100 m

D1

SC Link for

Matching Sections 

(60kA) 
≈ 130 m

Cryostat and leads
Cryostat and leads

Cryostat

(connection to magnets bus-bar)
Cryostat (connection to magnets bus-bar)

HL-LHC cold powering delivers a total of 0.8MA current 

from remote power converters to the upgraded 

magnets at IP1 and IP5:

• To be realised by an innovative helium gas cooled 

superconducting link (SC-Link) of MgB2 cables 

• Supported by an intensive R&D lead by CERN

• Requires novel system integration with low 

temperature superconductors(LTS)/magnets, 

cryogenics, long length cryostats and current leads 

over 100m distance

Southampton University at UK has been working with 

CERN for on cold powering for more than 20 years

• Started with the successful high temperature 

superconducting (HTS) current leads

• Contributed with Pirelli UK 40 HTS current leads for 

the LHC
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Remote Cold Powering of HL-LHC

CERN SC-Links / MgB2 cable configurations 

for the triplets

• Multiple circuits to be spliced to LTS 

and HTS in DFX and DFH respectively

• Total nominal current 120kA

Subunit cable (3kA)

cable=6.5 mm

Core: 12 mm2 Cu

wire=0.15 mm

4619 wires

Tw=15/45 mm

Courtesy of Amalia Ballarion

Southampton University at UK has been working on

HL-LHC since the beginning

• Performed the 1st high current tests of MgB2 cables in helium gas 

(EUCARD)

• Developed a novel design of SC-Link distribution feedbox (DFH) 

to HTS current leads (FP7-HiLumi), adopted for HL-LHC series

• Working on the electromagnetic and thermal stability of SC-Link 

and design/build a prototype of low temperature distribution 

feedbox (DFX) to LTS and for SC-Link cooling control 

(CERN/STFC: LH-LHC-UK)

• Plan to focus on the series production of the 10 DFX/DFM 

cryomodules and participating in the system tests, operation 

definition/tuning, and commissioning of SC-Link cold powering 

(HL-LHC-UK2)

DFX concept design and 

LHC tunnel integration
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UK-LESS 

Collaboration 
(Dundee: ST/P00086X/1)

2016: LESS treatment of a
copper liner and monitoring
the electron cloud current in
a dipole magnet in the SPS
accelerator at CERN –
complete suppression of e-
cloud

2018: Development of an
automated robotic system for
in-situ LESS treatment of
HL-LHC beam screens

2017: LESS treatment of the
COLDEX beam screen and
SPS test – complete
suppression of e-cloud
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First results with Laser treated surface in 

COLDEX

V. Baglin, B. Jenninger, R. Salemme

38th HL-LHC TCC, CERN,  5th October 2017
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Outlook for accelerator R&D for HEP

 The UK is about to enter a Spending Review in 2019.  The current 
assumption is approximately flat funding, but other uncertainties may 
dominate.

 Main UK interests for high energy physics are:
 Specific grants for  HL-LHC and AWAKE

 future colliders (ILC, CLIC, laser plasma wakefield etc.) via institute grants to 
the accelerator institutes (CI, JAI) and ASTeC.

 For HL-LHC, the SoI went to our Accelerator Strategy Board that 
recommended inviting a full proposal to our peer review process. 
Current grant runs formally to March 2020.

 Within the newly formed UK Research and Innovation new funding 
has been made available for targeted schemes (ISCF, GCRF, SPF, 
FIC…) with a focus on interdisciplinarity, industrial return and 
international collaboration.  We should remain alert to possibilities.  
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