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Purpose and Scope
● Raison d’être

– Follow trends
– (Better) predict costs
– Optimise investments

● Scope
– LHC experiments?
– All HEP?
– HEP and other sciences (e.g. astrophysics)?



24-Sep-2018 Helge Meinhard (at) CERN.ch - TechWatchWG Launch 3

Deliverables
● Regular status reports

– WLCG / HSF workshops
– HEPiX workshops
– GDBs
– …

● Submissions to CHEP
● Set of Web pages (Wiki style)
● Publications and/or reports (e.g. in CSBS)
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Domains to Cover
● General market trends, semiconductor markets, unit sales
● Server market
● CPUs and accelerators
● Memories
● Storage
● Network
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Working Mode (1)
● Probably impractical that everybody follows everything
● Option: sub-groups per domain with one or two 

conveners each
– People can subscribe to one or multiple sub-groups
– More frequent meetings within sub-group
– Regular (once per month, every other month or so) plenary 

meetings with progress reports from all sub-groups
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Working Mode (2)
● Plenary meetings: Fixed time slot?

– How does Monday 16:00 h Geneva work?

● Meetings mostly via videoconference
– Face-to-face meetings at suitable occasions (HEPiX, 

WLCG workshops, CHEP, …) if videoconferencing 
available as well

– Dedicated face-to-face meetings?
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Infrastructure
● Mailing list(s)

– HEPiX infrastructure: 
listserv at CC-IN2P3

– One list for all, or lists 
per sub-group?

● Meeting organisation
– Indico at CERN

● Web pages
– Twiki at CERN?
– HEPiX infrastructure 

at Github.com?

● Videoconferencing
– Vidyo at CERN
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Participation
● Mailing list is impressive (54 members)

– Many very busy people
– Enough members to do real work?

● Try and attract more

● Two expressions of interest from people affiliated 
with a (relevant) commercial company
– What should we do with them?
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Any Other Business
● Follow-up / list of actions
● Date of next (plenary) meeting
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