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Plan
1. Introduction. Dark matter; dark energy; … dark radiation, dark 

forces? 

2. Cosmic 21 cm physics by an amateur. Bigger picture. EDGES 
thought-provoking results. [If correct]: weird dark matter or weird 
CMB? [e.g. modified CMB Planck distribution.] 

3. Weird DM: millicharged particles in the sub-100 MeV range. (new 
constraints from neutrino experiments)

4. Weird CMB: dark radiation à enhancement of Rayleigh-Jeans tail.

5. Conslusions
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the expectations of the standard cosmology. Non-thermal
Dark Radiation (DR) is considered in the literature less
often, although many processes occurring solely in the
dark sector may lead to its appearance.

In recent papers [9, 10], interacting DR was examined
in the regime where the individual quanta are much fewer
in number but much harder in frequency than the typical
CMB photons, !

DR

� !
CMB

; n
DR

⌧ n
CMB

, but such
that the Neff constraint is satisfied. This type of DR
may arise as a consequence of the late decays or annihi-
lations of massive DM particles. In this paper we study
the alternative, a much softer than CMB, but more nu-
merous DR quanta,

!
DR

⌧ !
CMB

, n
DR

> n
RJ

, !
DR

n
DR

⌧ ⇢
tot

. (1)

In this formula, ⇢
tot

stands for the total energy density
of radiation and DM, n

DR

is the number density of DR
quanta, while n

RJ

represents the low-energy Rayleigh-
Jeans (RJ) tail of the standard CMB Planck distribution,

n
RJ

=
1

⇡2

Z !
max

0

!2d!

exp[!/T ] � 1
' T!2

max

2⇡2

' 0.21x2

max

n
CMB

, h̄ = c = k = 1 units , (2)

where we find it convenient to define the normalized
photon frequency, x ⌘ !/T

CMB

, which is redshift-
independent. In this formula, n

CMB

= 2⇣(3)/⇡2 T 3

CMB

'
0.24T 3

CMB

is the full Planckian number density, while
x

max

= !
max

/T
CMB

is a (somewhat arbitrary) maximum
frequency of the low-energy RJ interval, x

max

⌧ 1. If
for example we take x

max

= 2 ⇥ 10�3, then we find
n

RJ

/n
CMB

' 10�6. It is easy to see that the number
density of DR quanta may indeed significantly exceed
n

RJ

. Saturating the constraint on Neff for the DR that
matches the CMB frequencies with x

max

⇠ 2 ⇥ 10�3, or
alternatively letting ⇠ 5% of DM energy density [11, 12]
be converted to DR in the same frequency range after
the CMB decoupling, we arrive at the maximum number
densities given by

n
DR

 1.5 ⇥ 102 n
CMB

, early DR with �N
e↵

= 0.5 ;

n
DR

 3.3 ⇥ 105 n
CMB

, late decay of 0.05 ⇢
DM

. (3)

Thus, soft DR quanta have a potential to outnumber the
RJ CMB photons by up to ⇠ 11 orders of magnitude.

What are the observational consequence of such soft
and numerous DR? Very light fields often have their in-
teractions enhanced (suppressed) at high (low) energies.
This is the case for neutrinos, that have Fermi-type in-
teractions with atomic constituents, as well as of axions
that have e↵ective dimension 5 interactions with fermions
and gauge bosons. This type of DR would be impossible
or very di�cult to see directly. There is, however, one
class of new fields comprising DR that can manifest their
interactions at low energies and low densities. These are
light vector particles (often called dark photons), A0, that

develop mixing angles with ordinary photons, ✏F 0
µ⌫Fµ⌫

[13]. The apparent number counts of the CMB radiation
can be modified by photon/dark photon oscillations:

dnA

d!
! dnA

d!
⇥ PA!A +

dnA0

d!
⇥ PA0!A , (4)

where PA!A = 1 � PA!A0 is the photon survival prob-
ability, while PA0!A is the probability of A0 ! A oscil-
lation. Previously the constraints on the {mA0 , ✏} pa-
rameter space were derived [14, 15] using COBE-FIRAS
data [16] (that is, considering the depletion of CMB pho-
tons due to the first term in eq. (4)). The point of the
present paper is that the RJ tail of the CMB can get
a significant boost due to the second term in (4) with-
out contradicting the COBE measurement. While the
reliable extraction of the primordial contribution to the
RJ tail is challenging due to significant foregrounds, the
physics of the 21 cm line can provide a useful tool to probe
DR through the apparent modification of the low-energy
tail of the CMB.

The EDGES experiment has recently presented a ten-
tative detection of the 21 cm absorption signal coming
from the interval of redshifts z = 15 � 20 [17]. The
strength of the absorption signal is expected to be pro-
portional to 1 � T

CMB

/Ts [18], where T
CMB

counts the
number of CMB photons interacting with the two-level
hydrogen hyperfine system, and Ts is the spin tempera-
ture. The relevant photon energy is !

0

= 5.9 µeV, and
photons with this energy at the redshift of z = 17 reside
deep within the RJ tail, x

0

⌘ !
0

/T
CMB

= 1.4 ⇥ 10�3.
This corresponds to much lower energy than direct mea-
surements such as COBE-FIRAS, that measures above
x = 0.23 [16], and ARCADE 2, which probes as low
as x = 0.053 (and finds an excess above the CMB pre-
diction) [19]. There are also earlier measurements that
constrain x ⇠ 0.02 � 0.04, although with larger uncer-
tainties [20, 21].

The locations of the left and right boundaries of the
claimed EDGES signal agree rather well with standard
cosmological expectations, but the amount of absorption
seems to indicate a more negative 1� T

CMB

/Ts temper-
ature contrast than expected. Given that the spin tem-
perature Ts cannot drop below the baryon temperature
Tb, a naive interpretation of this result could consist in
lower-than-expected Tb, or higher T

CMB

. Together with
related prior work [22, 23], a number of possible mod-
els were suggested [24–28], most of which have di�culty
to pass other constraints, [29–34]. The mechanism that
we point out, oscillation of non-thermal DR into visible
photons, can accommodate the EDGES result without
being challenged by other constraints. In the rest of this
paper, we provide more details on the suggested mecha-
nism, and identify the region of parameter space where
21 cm physics can provide the most sensitive probe of
DR.
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Is there a similar chart 
for number densities? 
Looks very different

Atoms
In Energy chart they are
4%. In number density 
chart ~ 5 ×10-10 relative to g

We have no idea about DM number densities. (WIMPs ~ 10-8 cm-3; 
axions ~ 109 cm-3. Dark Radiation – Who knows! Can be dominant 
while being a subdominant component of r). 

Number density chart for axionic universe:    

DR can be present in A. large number of quanta, B. be negligible in the 
energy balance, C. Can affect CMB and 21 cm due to coupling to g

g

n

DM

DR

axions
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Let us classify possible connections between Dark sector and SM
H+H (l S2 + A S) Higgs-singlet scalar interactions (scalar portal)
BµnVµn “Kinetic mixing” with additional U(1)’ group
(becomes a specific example of Jµ

i Aµ extension)
LH N neutrino Yukawa coupling, N – RH neutrino  
Jµ

i Aµ requires gauge invariance and anomaly cancellation
It is very likely that the observed neutrino masses indicate that 

Nature may have used the LHN portal… 
Dim>4
Jµ

A  ¶µ a /f      axionic portal
……….

Light weakly coupled new physics



Constraints on dark photon in broad mass range
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Figure 1: Exclusion limits for hidden photon (top) and ALP (bottom) couplings to SM photons.
Existing measurements are indicated with gray/blue/dark green shades and white captions.
Expected limits from future measurements are indicated with light green shades and black
captions. The yellow band in the axion plot marks properties of the QCD axion. Red color
indicates theoretical constrains for hidden photon and axion production and expectations for
dark matter and dark radiation (for hidden photons) produced by hidden photons (figures
adapted from [3]).

2 Patras 2013

Going to small mass range 
(our group, An et al, 2013, 
has derived correct stellar 
energy loss constraints.) 
Notice weakening of bounds 
at small mA’
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omitting O(1) factors, one can give a parametric estimate
for the electromagnetic energy release per baryon

Ep.b. ⇤
mV �prodH

�1
T=mV

nb,T=mV

⇤ 0.1�e�MPl

⇤b
⇤ �e� ⇥1036 eV,

(4)
where we took the production rate per volume �prod to
be given by the product of the typical number density of
particles in the primordial plasma and the V decay rate,
⌃�1
V n�,T=mV . The production rate is active within one
Hubble time, H�1

T=mV
, which leads to the appearance of

the Planck mass in (4), along with another very large
factor, the ratio of photon to baryon number densities,
⇤�1
b = 1.6 ⇥ 109. One can see that the combination of
these two factors is capable of overcoming an extreme
smallness of �e� . Given that BBN could be sensitive to
energy release of as little as O(MeV) per baryon, and
the CMB anisotropies allow probing sub-eV scale energy
injection, one arrives to the conclusion that the early Uni-
verse can be an e⇥ective probe of VDP! The cosmological
signatures of the decaying VDP were partially explored
in Refs. [2, 3], but the CMB constraints were never de-
rived for this model.
In this paper, we intend to improve the calculations of

the ”freeze-in” abundances in the Early Universe (also us-
ing recent insights on the in-medium production of dark
vectors [4, 5]). We explore the BBN constraints in more
details, including a speculative possibility that currently
observed over-abundance of lithium can be reduced via
the VDP decays. The next section contains the details
of the ‘freeze-in’ calculation. in Section 3 we consider
the impact on BBN, and then in Section 4 consider the
impact of even later decays on the CMB anisotropies. A
summary of the constraints we obtain in shown in Fig. 1,
and more detailed plots of the parameter space are shown
in Sections 3 and 4. We finish with some concluding re-
marks in Section 5.

2. FREEZE-IN ABUNDANCE OF VDP

The cosmological abundance of long-lived very dark
photons is determined by the freeze-in mechanism. While
in principle there are several production channels, the
simplest and the most dominant one is the inverse decay
process. When quark (or more generally hadronic) con-
tributions can be neglected, the inverse decay proceeds
via coalescence of e± and µ±, ll̄ ⌅ V , shown in figure 2.

The Boltzmann equation for the total number density
of V takes the form

ṅV + 3HnV =
⇧

i=l,l̄,V

⌃ �
d3pi

(2⇧)32Ei

⇥
NlNl̄ (5)

(2⇧)4⇥(4)(pl + pl̄ � pV )
⌅

|Mll̄|2,

where the right hand side assumes the rate is sub-
Hubble so that V never achieves an equilibrium density.
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FIG. 1. An overview of the constraints on the plane of vector
mass versus mixing, showing the regions excluded by due to
their impact on BBN and CMB anisotropies. These excluded
regions are shown in more detail in later sections.

The product of Fermi-Dirac (FD) occupation numbers,
Nl(l̄) = [1 + exp(�El(l̄)/T )]

�1, is usually considered in

the Maxwell-Boltzmann (MB) limit, NlNl̄ ⌅ e(El+El̄)/T .
Although parametrically not justified, numerically the
FD⌅MB substitution is reasonably accurate, because as
it turns out the peak in the production rate per entropy
is at T < mV [2].

The matrix element
⇤

|Mll̄|2 is summed over both
initial and final spin degrees of freedom. It should in-
clude thermal-bath-modified photon propagator, and the
fermion wave functions. Among these modifications the
most important ones are those that lead to the resonant

Going to smaller couplings: new primordial 
nucleosynthesis and CMB constraints from late 
decays of dark photons, (our group, Fradette et al, 
2014)

In some other basis, the on-shell dark photon 
coupling can be written to as e FF’ but as e 
mA’ 

2AA’ .  At early times, (mA’ /T) 
suppression, and at late time – possible 
resonance (when plasma frequency is equal 
to dark photon mass, mA = mA’)
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CMB Planckian spectrum

• FIRAS on COBE has measured the spectrum near its maximum 
to 1 part in 104 accuracy. 

• The CMB anisotropy program by many experiments have 
proceeded on solid footing. 

• 21 cm physics wants to use small x part of this plot
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the expectations of the standard cosmology. Non-thermal
Dark Radiation (DR) is considered in the literature less
often, although many processes occurring solely in the
dark sector may lead to its appearance.

In recent papers [9, 10], interacting DR was examined
in the regime where the individual quanta are much fewer
in number but much harder in frequency than the typical
CMB photons, !

DR

� !
CMB

; n
DR

⌧ n
CMB

, but such
that the Neff constraint is satisfied. This type of DR
may arise as a consequence of the late decays or annihi-
lations of massive DM particles. In this paper we study
the alternative, a much softer than CMB, but more nu-
merous DR quanta,

!
DR

⌧ !
CMB

, n
DR

> n
RJ

, !
DR

n
DR

⌧ ⇢
tot

. (1)

In this formula, ⇢
tot

stands for the total energy density
of radiation and DM, n

DR

is the number density of DR
quanta, while n

RJ

represents the low-energy Rayleigh-
Jeans (RJ) tail of the standard CMB Planck distribution,

n
RJ

=
1

⇡2

Z !
max

0

!2d!

exp[!/T ] � 1
' T!2

max

2⇡2

' 0.21x2

max

n
CMB

, h̄ = c = k = 1 units , (2)

where we find it convenient to define the normalized
photon frequency, x ⌘ !/T

CMB

, which is redshift-
independent. In this formula, n

CMB

= 2⇣(3)/⇡2 T 3

CMB

'
0.24T 3

CMB

is the full Planckian number density, while
x

max

= !
max

/T
CMB

is a (somewhat arbitrary) maximum
frequency of the low-energy RJ interval, x

max

⌧ 1. If
for example we take x

max

= 2 ⇥ 10�3, then we find
n

RJ

/n
CMB

' 10�6. It is easy to see that the number
density of DR quanta may indeed significantly exceed
n

RJ

. Saturating the constraint on Neff for the DR that
matches the CMB frequencies with x

max

⇠ 2 ⇥ 10�3, or
alternatively letting ⇠ 5% of DM energy density [11, 12]
be converted to DR in the same frequency range after
the CMB decoupling, we arrive at the maximum number
densities given by

n
DR

 1.5 ⇥ 102 n
CMB

, early DR with �N
e↵

= 0.5 ;

n
DR

 3.3 ⇥ 105 n
CMB

, late decay of 0.05 ⇢
DM

. (3)

Thus, soft DR quanta have a potential to outnumber the
RJ CMB photons by up to ⇠ 11 orders of magnitude.

What are the observational consequence of such soft
and numerous DR? Very light fields often have their in-
teractions enhanced (suppressed) at high (low) energies.
This is the case for neutrinos, that have Fermi-type in-
teractions with atomic constituents, as well as of axions
that have e↵ective dimension 5 interactions with fermions
and gauge bosons. This type of DR would be impossible
or very di�cult to see directly. There is, however, one
class of new fields comprising DR that can manifest their
interactions at low energies and low densities. These are
light vector particles (often called dark photons), A0, that

develop mixing angles with ordinary photons, ✏F 0
µ⌫Fµ⌫

[13]. The apparent number counts of the CMB radiation
can be modified by photon/dark photon oscillations:

dnA

d!
! dnA

d!
⇥ PA!A +

dnA0

d!
⇥ PA0!A , (4)

where PA!A = 1 � PA!A0 is the photon survival prob-
ability, while PA0!A is the probability of A0 ! A oscil-
lation. Previously the constraints on the {mA0 , ✏} pa-
rameter space were derived [14, 15] using COBE-FIRAS
data [16] (that is, considering the depletion of CMB pho-
tons due to the first term in eq. (4)). The point of the
present paper is that the RJ tail of the CMB can get
a significant boost due to the second term in (4) with-
out contradicting the COBE measurement. While the
reliable extraction of the primordial contribution to the
RJ tail is challenging due to significant foregrounds, the
physics of the 21 cm line can provide a useful tool to probe
DR through the apparent modification of the low-energy
tail of the CMB.

The EDGES experiment has recently presented a ten-
tative detection of the 21 cm absorption signal coming
from the interval of redshifts z = 15 � 20 [17]. The
strength of the absorption signal is expected to be pro-
portional to 1 � T

CMB

/Ts [18], where T
CMB

counts the
number of CMB photons interacting with the two-level
hydrogen hyperfine system, and Ts is the spin tempera-
ture. The relevant photon energy is !

0

= 5.9 µeV, and
photons with this energy at the redshift of z = 17 reside
deep within the RJ tail, x

0

⌘ !
0

/T
CMB

= 1.4 ⇥ 10�3.
This corresponds to much lower energy than direct mea-
surements such as COBE-FIRAS, that measures above
x = 0.23 [16], and ARCADE 2, which probes as low
as x = 0.053 (and finds an excess above the CMB pre-
diction) [19]. There are also earlier measurements that
constrain x ⇠ 0.02 � 0.04, although with larger uncer-
tainties [20, 21].

The locations of the left and right boundaries of the
claimed EDGES signal agree rather well with standard
cosmological expectations, but the amount of absorption
seems to indicate a more negative 1� T

CMB

/Ts temper-
ature contrast than expected. Given that the spin tem-
perature Ts cannot drop below the baryon temperature
Tb, a naive interpretation of this result could consist in
lower-than-expected Tb, or higher T

CMB

. Together with
related prior work [22, 23], a number of possible mod-
els were suggested [24–28], most of which have di�culty
to pass other constraints, [29–34]. The mechanism that
we point out, oscillation of non-thermal DR into visible
photons, can accommodate the EDGES result without
being challenged by other constraints. In the rest of this
paper, we provide more details on the suggested mecha-
nism, and identify the region of parameter space where
21 cm physics can provide the most sensitive probe of
DR.

ÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊÊ
ÊÊ
Ê
Ê
Ê
Ê
Ê
Ê
Ê
Ê
Ê
Ê

ÊÊ

ÊÊÊ
Ê

ÊÊ

Ê

10-5 10-4 10-3 10-2 10-1 1 101 102
10-4
10-3
10-2
10-1
1

101
102
103

x = wêTCMB

dn
êdx
@cm

-
3 D

ARCADE2

FIRAS



7

Radio Excess
The Extra-Galactic Sky Temperature at 3-90 GHz 9

use surveys at 22 MHZ (Roger et al. 1999), 45 MHz
(Maeda et al. 1999), 408 MHz (Haslam et al. 1981), and
1420 MHz (Reich & Reich 1986) to estimate the Galactic
and extragalactic temperature. As with the ARCADE 2
data, the total Galactic emission is estimated along three
reference lines of sight (north or south Galactic poles
plus the coldest patch in the northern Galactic hemi-
sphere) using both a csc|b| model of the plane-parallel
spatial structure or the measured correlation between ra-
dio emission from each survey and atomic line emission
traced by the Cii survey. The two methods agree well for
the total Galactic emission along each independent line
of sight. The residual remaining after subtracting the
model Galactic emission from the measured radio emis-
sion along each line of sight constitutes an extragalac-
tic background. The scatter in this estimate from the
three independent lines of sight provides an estimate of
the uncertainty in the background temperature. Uncer-
tainties in the gain and offset for each survey contribute
additional sources of uncertainty, which are combined in
quadrature. Table 4 summarizes the extragalactic tem-
perature derived from the ARCADE 2 data and lower-
frequency radio surveys. The largest uncertainty in the
low frequency data is the gain uncertainty, but the un-
certainty in table 4 also includes the offset uncertainty
and the uncertainty in the Galaxy subtraction added in
quadrature.

Frequency Temperature Uncertainty
Source GHz K K
Roger 0.022 21200 5125
Maeda 0.045 4355 520
Haslam 0.408 16.24 3.4
Reich 1.42 3.213 .53
ARCADE 2 3.20 2.792 0.010
ARCADE 2 3.41 2.771 0.009
ARCADE 2 7.97 2.765 0.014
ARCADE 2 8.33 2.741 0.016
ARCADE 2 9.72 2.732 0.006
ARCADE 2 10.49 2.732 0.006
ARCADE 2 29.5 2.529 0.155
ARCADE 2 31 2.573 0.076
ARCADE 2 90 2.706 0.019

TABLE 4
Data used in the determination of the CMB and low

frequency rise estimates. The ARCADE 2 final
measurements are listed here along with their

uncertainties. The low frequency measurements are
antenna temperature while the ARCADE 2 results are

thermodynamic temperature.

Inclusion of low-frequency radio surveys allows unam-
biguous characterization of the excess signal in the AR-
CADE 2 data. The data from Table 4 are fit to the form

T (ν) = T0 + TR(ν/ν0)
β (6)

where T0 is the CMB thermodynamic temperature and
TR is the normalization for a radio background. The
radio background is expressed in units of antenna tem-
perature, related to the thermodynamic temperature T
by

TA = Tx/(ex − 1), (7)

where x = hν/kT , h is Planck’s constant, and k is
Boltzmann’s constant. We obtain best-fit values T0 =

Fig. 5.— The excess antenna temperature as a function of fre-
quency. The line is the best fit line with a -2.62 index. Diamonds
are low frequency points from the literature. Squares are AR-
CADE 2 data. The 30 GHz data point is included in the fit but
since its excess temperature comes out negative it does not appear
on the plot. The 90 GHz error bar just appears at the lower right
corner of the plot.

2.729±0.004 K, TR = 1.19±0.14 K and β = −2.62±0.04
for reference frequency ν0 = 1 GHz with χ2 = 14.5
for 10 DOF. Figure 5 shows the radio background after
subtracting off the best-fit CMB temperature. The AR-
CADE 2 data are in excellent agreement with the radio
background derived from the low-frequency surveys.

7. DISCUSSION

Data Sets TR(K) Index T0(K) χ2/DOF
LF+ARC+FR 1.26 ± 0.09 −2.60 ± 0.04 2.725 ± 0.001 15.5/11
LF+ARC 1.26 ± 0.09 −2.62 ± 0.04 2.729 ± 0.004 14.5/10
LF+FR 1.44 ± 0.41 −2.56 ± 0.10 2.725 ± 0.001 1.0/2
ARC+FR 1.24 ± 0.15 −2.60 2.725 ± 0.001 14.2/8
LF 1.48 ± 0.53 −2.55 ± 0.10 2.6 ± 0.6 1.0/1
ARC 1.13 ± 0.19 −2.60 2.730 ± 0.004 13.0/7

TABLE 5
Various combinations of low frequency data (LF),

ARCADE 2 data (ARC), and FIRAS data (FR) are used to
determine the radio background and the temperature of
the CMB. The FIRAS data is treated as a single point

with an effective frequency of 250 GHz.

The ARCADE 2 measurement of the CMB tempera-
ture is in excellent agreement with the FIRAS measure-
ment at higher frequencies. The double-nulled design
and novel open-aperture cryogenic optics demonstrate
significant improvements in both calibration accuracy
and control of systematic errors compared to previous
measurements at these frequencies. With only two hours
of balloon flight observations, ARCADE 2 approaches
the absolute accuracy of long-duration space missions.

The absolute temperature scale for ARCADE 2 is set
by the calibration of thermometers embedded in the ex-
ternal blackbody calibrator, and is cross-checked using
observations of the superfluid transition in liquid helium.
The largest uncertainties in the ARCADE 2 measure-
ments result from thermal gradients within the black-

•ARCADE 2, 0901.0555
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CMB Planckian spectrum

• Primordial Rayleigh-Jeans part of the spectrum at x ~ 10-3, 
relevant for cosmic 21 cm signal is not measured – dominated by 
the foreground + diffuse emission. Part of it could be primordial. 

• Cosmological 21 cm physics has to rely on theoretical 
extrapolation into relevant frequency range

2

the expectations of the standard cosmology. Non-thermal
Dark Radiation (DR) is considered in the literature less
often, although many processes occurring solely in the
dark sector may lead to its appearance.

In recent papers [9, 10], interacting DR was examined
in the regime where the individual quanta are much fewer
in number but much harder in frequency than the typical
CMB photons, !

DR

� !
CMB

; n
DR

⌧ n
CMB

, but such
that the Neff constraint is satisfied. This type of DR
may arise as a consequence of the late decays or annihi-
lations of massive DM particles. In this paper we study
the alternative, a much softer than CMB, but more nu-
merous DR quanta,

!
DR

⌧ !
CMB

, n
DR

> n
RJ

, !
DR

n
DR

⌧ ⇢
tot

. (1)

In this formula, ⇢
tot

stands for the total energy density
of radiation and DM, n

DR

is the number density of DR
quanta, while n

RJ

represents the low-energy Rayleigh-
Jeans (RJ) tail of the standard CMB Planck distribution,

n
RJ

=
1

⇡2

Z !
max

0

!2d!

exp[!/T ] � 1
' T!2

max

2⇡2

' 0.21x2

max

n
CMB

, h̄ = c = k = 1 units , (2)

where we find it convenient to define the normalized
photon frequency, x ⌘ !/T

CMB

, which is redshift-
independent. In this formula, n

CMB

= 2⇣(3)/⇡2 T 3

CMB

'
0.24T 3

CMB

is the full Planckian number density, while
x

max

= !
max

/T
CMB

is a (somewhat arbitrary) maximum
frequency of the low-energy RJ interval, x

max

⌧ 1. If
for example we take x

max

= 2 ⇥ 10�3, then we find
n

RJ

/n
CMB

' 10�6. It is easy to see that the number
density of DR quanta may indeed significantly exceed
n

RJ

. Saturating the constraint on Neff for the DR that
matches the CMB frequencies with x

max

⇠ 2 ⇥ 10�3, or
alternatively letting ⇠ 5% of DM energy density [11, 12]
be converted to DR in the same frequency range after
the CMB decoupling, we arrive at the maximum number
densities given by

n
DR

 1.5 ⇥ 102 n
CMB

, early DR with �N
e↵

= 0.5 ;

n
DR

 3.3 ⇥ 105 n
CMB

, late decay of 0.05 ⇢
DM

. (3)

Thus, soft DR quanta have a potential to outnumber the
RJ CMB photons by up to ⇠ 11 orders of magnitude.

What are the observational consequence of such soft
and numerous DR? Very light fields often have their in-
teractions enhanced (suppressed) at high (low) energies.
This is the case for neutrinos, that have Fermi-type in-
teractions with atomic constituents, as well as of axions
that have e↵ective dimension 5 interactions with fermions
and gauge bosons. This type of DR would be impossible
or very di�cult to see directly. There is, however, one
class of new fields comprising DR that can manifest their
interactions at low energies and low densities. These are
light vector particles (often called dark photons), A0, that

develop mixing angles with ordinary photons, ✏F 0
µ⌫Fµ⌫

[13]. The apparent number counts of the CMB radiation
can be modified by photon/dark photon oscillations:

dnA

d!
! dnA

d!
⇥ PA!A +

dnA0

d!
⇥ PA0!A , (4)

where PA!A = 1 � PA!A0 is the photon survival prob-
ability, while PA0!A is the probability of A0 ! A oscil-
lation. Previously the constraints on the {mA0 , ✏} pa-
rameter space were derived [14, 15] using COBE-FIRAS
data [16] (that is, considering the depletion of CMB pho-
tons due to the first term in eq. (4)). The point of the
present paper is that the RJ tail of the CMB can get
a significant boost due to the second term in (4) with-
out contradicting the COBE measurement. While the
reliable extraction of the primordial contribution to the
RJ tail is challenging due to significant foregrounds, the
physics of the 21 cm line can provide a useful tool to probe
DR through the apparent modification of the low-energy
tail of the CMB.

The EDGES experiment has recently presented a ten-
tative detection of the 21 cm absorption signal coming
from the interval of redshifts z = 15 � 20 [17]. The
strength of the absorption signal is expected to be pro-
portional to 1 � T

CMB

/Ts [18], where T
CMB

counts the
number of CMB photons interacting with the two-level
hydrogen hyperfine system, and Ts is the spin tempera-
ture. The relevant photon energy is !

0

= 5.9 µeV, and
photons with this energy at the redshift of z = 17 reside
deep within the RJ tail, x

0

⌘ !
0

/T
CMB

= 1.4 ⇥ 10�3.
This corresponds to much lower energy than direct mea-
surements such as COBE-FIRAS, that measures above
x = 0.23 [16], and ARCADE 2, which probes as low
as x = 0.053 (and finds an excess above the CMB pre-
diction) [19]. There are also earlier measurements that
constrain x ⇠ 0.02 � 0.04, although with larger uncer-
tainties [20, 21].

The locations of the left and right boundaries of the
claimed EDGES signal agree rather well with standard
cosmological expectations, but the amount of absorption
seems to indicate a more negative 1� T

CMB

/Ts temper-
ature contrast than expected. Given that the spin tem-
perature Ts cannot drop below the baryon temperature
Tb, a naive interpretation of this result could consist in
lower-than-expected Tb, or higher T

CMB

. Together with
related prior work [22, 23], a number of possible mod-
els were suggested [24–28], most of which have di�culty
to pass other constraints, [29–34]. The mechanism that
we point out, oscillation of non-thermal DR into visible
photons, can accommodate the EDGES result without
being challenged by other constraints. In the rest of this
paper, we provide more details on the suggested mecha-
nism, and identify the region of parameter space where
21 cm physics can provide the most sensitive probe of
DR.

Radio and 
Arcade excess
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Extended Data Figure 2 | Low-band antennas. a, The low-1 antenna 
with the 30 m ×  30 m mesh ground plane. The darker inner square is the 
original 10 m ×  10 m mesh. The control hut is 50 m from the antenna.  
b, A close view of the low-2 antenna. The two elevated metal panels form 

the dipole-based antenna and are supported by fibreglass legs. The balun 
consists of the two vertical brass tubes in the middle of the antenna. The 
balun shield is the shoebox-sized metal shroud around the bottom of the 
balun. The receiver is under the white metal platform and is not visible.

© 2018 Macmillan Publishers Limited, part of Springer Nature. All rights reserved.

EDGES
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EDGES result: cosmic 21 cm

• This is as big a deal in cosmology as it gets
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An absorption profile centred at 78 megahertz in the 
sky-averaged spectrum
Judd D. Bowman1, Alan E. E. Rogers2, Raul A. Monsalve1,3,4, Thomas J. Mozdzen1 & Nivedita Mahesh1

After stars formed in the early Universe, their ultraviolet light is 
expected, eventually, to have penetrated the primordial hydrogen 
gas and altered the excitation state of its 21-centimetre hyperfine 
line. This alteration would cause the gas to absorb photons from 
the cosmic microwave background, producing a spectral distortion 
that should be observable today at radio frequencies of less than  
200 megahertz1. Here we report the detection of a flattened 
absorption profile in the sky-averaged radio spectrum, which is 
centred at a frequency of 78 megahertz and has a best-fitting full-
width at half-maximum of 19 megahertz and an amplitude of 0.5 
kelvin. The profile is largely consistent with expectations for the 
21-centimetre signal induced by early stars; however, the best-fitting 
amplitude of the profile is more than a factor of two greater than 
the largest predictions2. This discrepancy suggests that either the 
primordial gas was much colder than expected or the background 
radiation temperature was hotter than expected. Astrophysical 
phenomena (such as radiation from stars and stellar remnants) are 
unlikely to account for this discrepancy; of the proposed extensions 
to the standard model of cosmology and particle physics, only 
cooling of the gas as a result of interactions between dark matter 
and baryons seems to explain the observed amplitude3. The low-
frequency edge of the observed profile indicates that stars existed 
and had produced a background of Lyman-α photons by 180 million 
years after the Big Bang. The high-frequency edge indicates that 
the gas was heated to above the radiation temperature less than 
100 million years later.

Observations with the Experiment to Detect the Global Epoch of 
Reionization Signature (EDGES) low-band instruments, which began 
in August 2015, were used to detect the absorption profile. Each of the 
two low-band instruments consists of a radio receiver and a zenith- 
pointing, single-polarization dipole antenna. Spectra of the brightness 
temperature of the radio-frequency sky noise, spatially averaged over 
the large beams of the instruments, were recorded between 50 MHz 
and 100 MHz. Raw spectra were calibrated, filtered and integrated over 
 hundreds of hours. Automated measurements of the reflection coeffi-
cients of the antennas were performed in the field. Other measurements  
were performed in the laboratory, including of the noise waves and 
reflection coefficients of the low-noise amplifiers and additional  
calibration constants. Details of the instruments, calibration, verifica-
tion and model fitting are described in Methods.

In Fig. 1 we summarize the detection. It shows the spectrum 
observed by one of the instruments and the results of model fits. 
Galactic synchrotron emission dominates the observed sky noise, 
 yielding a power-law spectral profile that decreases from about 
5,000 K at 50 MHz to about 1,000 K at 100 MHz for the high Galactic 
latitudes shown. Fitting and removing the Galactic emission and  
ionospheric contributions from the spectrum using a five-term,  
physically motivated foreground model (equation (1) in Methods) 
results in a residual with a root-mean-square (r.m.s.) of 0.087 K.  

The absorption profile is found by fitting the integrated spectrum 
with the foreground model and a model for the 21-cm signal  
simultaneously. The best-fitting 21-cm model yields a symmetric 
U-shaped absorption profile that is centred at a frequency of 
78 ±  1 MHz and has a full-width at half- maximum of −

+19 MHz2
4 , an 

amplitude of . − .+ .0 5 K0 2
0 5  and a flattening factor of τ= −

+7 3
5 (where the 

bounds provide 99% confidence intervals including estimates of  
systematic uncertainties; see Methods for model definition). 
Uncertainties in the parameters of the fitted profile are estimated 
from statistical uncertainty in the model fits and from  systematic 
differences between the various validation trials that were performed 
using observations from both instruments and several  different data 
cuts. The 99% confidence intervals that we report are calculated as 
the outer bounds of (1) the marginalized statistical 99% confidence 
intervals from fits to the primary dataset and (2) the range of best- 
fitting values for each parameter across the validation trials. Fitting 
with both the foreground and 21-cm models lowers the residuals to 
an r.m.s. of 0.025 K. The fit shown in Fig. 1 has a signal-to-noise ratio 
of 37, calculated as the best-fitting amplitude of the profile divided 
by the statistical uncertainty of the amplitude fit, including the cova-
riance between model parameters. Additional analyses of the 

1School of Earth and Space Exploration, Arizona State University, Tempe, Arizona 85287, USA. 2Haystack Observatory, Massachusetts Institute of Technology, Westford, Massachusetts 01886, USA. 
3Center for Astrophysics and Space Astronomy, University of Colorado, Boulder, Colorado 80309, USA. 4Facultad de Ingeniería, Universidad Católica de la Santísima Concepción, Alonso de Ribera 
2850, Concepción, Chile.
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Figure 1 | Summary of detection. a, Measured spectrum for the reference 
dataset after filtering for data quality and radio-frequency interference. 
The spectrum is dominated by Galactic synchrotron emission.  
b, c, Residuals after fitting and removing only the foreground  
model (b) or the foreground and 21-cm models (c). d, Recovered  
model profile of the 21-cm absorption, with a signal-to-noise  
ratio of 37, amplitude of 0.53 K, centre frequency of 78.1 MHz and  
width of 18.7 MHz. e, Sum of the 21-cm model (d) and its residuals (c).
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After stars formed in the early Universe, their ultraviolet light is 
expected, eventually, to have penetrated the primordial hydrogen 
gas and altered the excitation state of its 21-centimetre hyperfine 
line. This alteration would cause the gas to absorb photons from 
the cosmic microwave background, producing a spectral distortion 
that should be observable today at radio frequencies of less than  
200 megahertz1. Here we report the detection of a flattened 
absorption profile in the sky-averaged radio spectrum, which is 
centred at a frequency of 78 megahertz and has a best-fitting full-
width at half-maximum of 19 megahertz and an amplitude of 0.5 
kelvin. The profile is largely consistent with expectations for the 
21-centimetre signal induced by early stars; however, the best-fitting 
amplitude of the profile is more than a factor of two greater than 
the largest predictions2. This discrepancy suggests that either the 
primordial gas was much colder than expected or the background 
radiation temperature was hotter than expected. Astrophysical 
phenomena (such as radiation from stars and stellar remnants) are 
unlikely to account for this discrepancy; of the proposed extensions 
to the standard model of cosmology and particle physics, only 
cooling of the gas as a result of interactions between dark matter 
and baryons seems to explain the observed amplitude3. The low-
frequency edge of the observed profile indicates that stars existed 
and had produced a background of Lyman-α photons by 180 million 
years after the Big Bang. The high-frequency edge indicates that 
the gas was heated to above the radiation temperature less than 
100 million years later.

Observations with the Experiment to Detect the Global Epoch of 
Reionization Signature (EDGES) low-band instruments, which began 
in August 2015, were used to detect the absorption profile. Each of the 
two low-band instruments consists of a radio receiver and a zenith- 
pointing, single-polarization dipole antenna. Spectra of the brightness 
temperature of the radio-frequency sky noise, spatially averaged over 
the large beams of the instruments, were recorded between 50 MHz 
and 100 MHz. Raw spectra were calibrated, filtered and integrated over 
 hundreds of hours. Automated measurements of the reflection coeffi-
cients of the antennas were performed in the field. Other measurements  
were performed in the laboratory, including of the noise waves and 
reflection coefficients of the low-noise amplifiers and additional  
calibration constants. Details of the instruments, calibration, verifica-
tion and model fitting are described in Methods.

In Fig. 1 we summarize the detection. It shows the spectrum 
observed by one of the instruments and the results of model fits. 
Galactic synchrotron emission dominates the observed sky noise, 
 yielding a power-law spectral profile that decreases from about 
5,000 K at 50 MHz to about 1,000 K at 100 MHz for the high Galactic 
latitudes shown. Fitting and removing the Galactic emission and  
ionospheric contributions from the spectrum using a five-term,  
physically motivated foreground model (equation (1) in Methods) 
results in a residual with a root-mean-square (r.m.s.) of 0.087 K.  

The absorption profile is found by fitting the integrated spectrum 
with the foreground model and a model for the 21-cm signal  
simultaneously. The best-fitting 21-cm model yields a symmetric 
U-shaped absorption profile that is centred at a frequency of 
78 ±  1 MHz and has a full-width at half- maximum of −

+19 MHz2
4 , an 

amplitude of . − .+ .0 5 K0 2
0 5  and a flattening factor of τ= −

+7 3
5 (where the 

bounds provide 99% confidence intervals including estimates of  
systematic uncertainties; see Methods for model definition). 
Uncertainties in the parameters of the fitted profile are estimated 
from statistical uncertainty in the model fits and from  systematic 
differences between the various validation trials that were performed 
using observations from both instruments and several  different data 
cuts. The 99% confidence intervals that we report are calculated as 
the outer bounds of (1) the marginalized statistical 99% confidence 
intervals from fits to the primary dataset and (2) the range of best- 
fitting values for each parameter across the validation trials. Fitting 
with both the foreground and 21-cm models lowers the residuals to 
an r.m.s. of 0.025 K. The fit shown in Fig. 1 has a signal-to-noise ratio 
of 37, calculated as the best-fitting amplitude of the profile divided 
by the statistical uncertainty of the amplitude fit, including the cova-
riance between model parameters. Additional analyses of the 
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Figure 1 | Summary of detection. a, Measured spectrum for the reference 
dataset after filtering for data quality and radio-frequency interference. 
The spectrum is dominated by Galactic synchrotron emission.  
b, c, Residuals after fitting and removing only the foreground  
model (b) or the foreground and 21-cm models (c). d, Recovered  
model profile of the 21-cm absorption, with a signal-to-noise  
ratio of 37, amplitude of 0.53 K, centre frequency of 78.1 MHz and  
width of 18.7 MHz. e, Sum of the 21-cm model (d) and its residuals (c).
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After stars formed in the early Universe, their ultraviolet light is 
expected, eventually, to have penetrated the primordial hydrogen 
gas and altered the excitation state of its 21-centimetre hyperfine 
line. This alteration would cause the gas to absorb photons from 
the cosmic microwave background, producing a spectral distortion 
that should be observable today at radio frequencies of less than  
200 megahertz1. Here we report the detection of a flattened 
absorption profile in the sky-averaged radio spectrum, which is 
centred at a frequency of 78 megahertz and has a best-fitting full-
width at half-maximum of 19 megahertz and an amplitude of 0.5 
kelvin. The profile is largely consistent with expectations for the 
21-centimetre signal induced by early stars; however, the best-fitting 
amplitude of the profile is more than a factor of two greater than 
the largest predictions2. This discrepancy suggests that either the 
primordial gas was much colder than expected or the background 
radiation temperature was hotter than expected. Astrophysical 
phenomena (such as radiation from stars and stellar remnants) are 
unlikely to account for this discrepancy; of the proposed extensions 
to the standard model of cosmology and particle physics, only 
cooling of the gas as a result of interactions between dark matter 
and baryons seems to explain the observed amplitude3. The low-
frequency edge of the observed profile indicates that stars existed 
and had produced a background of Lyman-α photons by 180 million 
years after the Big Bang. The high-frequency edge indicates that 
the gas was heated to above the radiation temperature less than 
100 million years later.

Observations with the Experiment to Detect the Global Epoch of 
Reionization Signature (EDGES) low-band instruments, which began 
in August 2015, were used to detect the absorption profile. Each of the 
two low-band instruments consists of a radio receiver and a zenith- 
pointing, single-polarization dipole antenna. Spectra of the brightness 
temperature of the radio-frequency sky noise, spatially averaged over 
the large beams of the instruments, were recorded between 50 MHz 
and 100 MHz. Raw spectra were calibrated, filtered and integrated over 
 hundreds of hours. Automated measurements of the reflection coeffi-
cients of the antennas were performed in the field. Other measurements  
were performed in the laboratory, including of the noise waves and 
reflection coefficients of the low-noise amplifiers and additional  
calibration constants. Details of the instruments, calibration, verifica-
tion and model fitting are described in Methods.

In Fig. 1 we summarize the detection. It shows the spectrum 
observed by one of the instruments and the results of model fits. 
Galactic synchrotron emission dominates the observed sky noise, 
 yielding a power-law spectral profile that decreases from about 
5,000 K at 50 MHz to about 1,000 K at 100 MHz for the high Galactic 
latitudes shown. Fitting and removing the Galactic emission and  
ionospheric contributions from the spectrum using a five-term,  
physically motivated foreground model (equation (1) in Methods) 
results in a residual with a root-mean-square (r.m.s.) of 0.087 K.  

The absorption profile is found by fitting the integrated spectrum 
with the foreground model and a model for the 21-cm signal  
simultaneously. The best-fitting 21-cm model yields a symmetric 
U-shaped absorption profile that is centred at a frequency of 
78 ±  1 MHz and has a full-width at half- maximum of −

+19 MHz2
4 , an 

amplitude of . − .+ .0 5 K0 2
0 5  and a flattening factor of τ= −

+7 3
5 (where the 

bounds provide 99% confidence intervals including estimates of  
systematic uncertainties; see Methods for model definition). 
Uncertainties in the parameters of the fitted profile are estimated 
from statistical uncertainty in the model fits and from  systematic 
differences between the various validation trials that were performed 
using observations from both instruments and several  different data 
cuts. The 99% confidence intervals that we report are calculated as 
the outer bounds of (1) the marginalized statistical 99% confidence 
intervals from fits to the primary dataset and (2) the range of best- 
fitting values for each parameter across the validation trials. Fitting 
with both the foreground and 21-cm models lowers the residuals to 
an r.m.s. of 0.025 K. The fit shown in Fig. 1 has a signal-to-noise ratio 
of 37, calculated as the best-fitting amplitude of the profile divided 
by the statistical uncertainty of the amplitude fit, including the cova-
riance between model parameters. Additional analyses of the 
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Figure 1 | Summary of detection. a, Measured spectrum for the reference 
dataset after filtering for data quality and radio-frequency interference. 
The spectrum is dominated by Galactic synchrotron emission.  
b, c, Residuals after fitting and removing only the foreground  
model (b) or the foreground and 21-cm models (c). d, Recovered  
model profile of the 21-cm absorption, with a signal-to-noise  
ratio of 37, amplitude of 0.53 K, centre frequency of 78.1 MHz and  
width of 18.7 MHz. e, Sum of the 21-cm model (d) and its residuals (c).
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After stars formed in the early Universe, their ultraviolet light is 
expected, eventually, to have penetrated the primordial hydrogen 
gas and altered the excitation state of its 21-centimetre hyperfine 
line. This alteration would cause the gas to absorb photons from 
the cosmic microwave background, producing a spectral distortion 
that should be observable today at radio frequencies of less than  
200 megahertz1. Here we report the detection of a flattened 
absorption profile in the sky-averaged radio spectrum, which is 
centred at a frequency of 78 megahertz and has a best-fitting full-
width at half-maximum of 19 megahertz and an amplitude of 0.5 
kelvin. The profile is largely consistent with expectations for the 
21-centimetre signal induced by early stars; however, the best-fitting 
amplitude of the profile is more than a factor of two greater than 
the largest predictions2. This discrepancy suggests that either the 
primordial gas was much colder than expected or the background 
radiation temperature was hotter than expected. Astrophysical 
phenomena (such as radiation from stars and stellar remnants) are 
unlikely to account for this discrepancy; of the proposed extensions 
to the standard model of cosmology and particle physics, only 
cooling of the gas as a result of interactions between dark matter 
and baryons seems to explain the observed amplitude3. The low-
frequency edge of the observed profile indicates that stars existed 
and had produced a background of Lyman-α photons by 180 million 
years after the Big Bang. The high-frequency edge indicates that 
the gas was heated to above the radiation temperature less than 
100 million years later.

Observations with the Experiment to Detect the Global Epoch of 
Reionization Signature (EDGES) low-band instruments, which began 
in August 2015, were used to detect the absorption profile. Each of the 
two low-band instruments consists of a radio receiver and a zenith- 
pointing, single-polarization dipole antenna. Spectra of the brightness 
temperature of the radio-frequency sky noise, spatially averaged over 
the large beams of the instruments, were recorded between 50 MHz 
and 100 MHz. Raw spectra were calibrated, filtered and integrated over 
 hundreds of hours. Automated measurements of the reflection coeffi-
cients of the antennas were performed in the field. Other measurements  
were performed in the laboratory, including of the noise waves and 
reflection coefficients of the low-noise amplifiers and additional  
calibration constants. Details of the instruments, calibration, verifica-
tion and model fitting are described in Methods.

In Fig. 1 we summarize the detection. It shows the spectrum 
observed by one of the instruments and the results of model fits. 
Galactic synchrotron emission dominates the observed sky noise, 
 yielding a power-law spectral profile that decreases from about 
5,000 K at 50 MHz to about 1,000 K at 100 MHz for the high Galactic 
latitudes shown. Fitting and removing the Galactic emission and  
ionospheric contributions from the spectrum using a five-term,  
physically motivated foreground model (equation (1) in Methods) 
results in a residual with a root-mean-square (r.m.s.) of 0.087 K.  

The absorption profile is found by fitting the integrated spectrum 
with the foreground model and a model for the 21-cm signal  
simultaneously. The best-fitting 21-cm model yields a symmetric 
U-shaped absorption profile that is centred at a frequency of 
78 ±  1 MHz and has a full-width at half- maximum of −

+19 MHz2
4 , an 

amplitude of . − .+ .0 5 K0 2
0 5  and a flattening factor of τ= −

+7 3
5 (where the 

bounds provide 99% confidence intervals including estimates of  
systematic uncertainties; see Methods for model definition). 
Uncertainties in the parameters of the fitted profile are estimated 
from statistical uncertainty in the model fits and from  systematic 
differences between the various validation trials that were performed 
using observations from both instruments and several  different data 
cuts. The 99% confidence intervals that we report are calculated as 
the outer bounds of (1) the marginalized statistical 99% confidence 
intervals from fits to the primary dataset and (2) the range of best- 
fitting values for each parameter across the validation trials. Fitting 
with both the foreground and 21-cm models lowers the residuals to 
an r.m.s. of 0.025 K. The fit shown in Fig. 1 has a signal-to-noise ratio 
of 37, calculated as the best-fitting amplitude of the profile divided 
by the statistical uncertainty of the amplitude fit, including the cova-
riance between model parameters. Additional analyses of the 
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Figure 1 | Summary of detection. a, Measured spectrum for the reference 
dataset after filtering for data quality and radio-frequency interference. 
The spectrum is dominated by Galactic synchrotron emission.  
b, c, Residuals after fitting and removing only the foreground  
model (b) or the foreground and 21-cm models (c). d, Recovered  
model profile of the 21-cm absorption, with a signal-to-noise  
ratio of 37, amplitude of 0.53 K, centre frequency of 78.1 MHz and  
width of 18.7 MHz. e, Sum of the 21-cm model (d) and its residuals (c).
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After stars formed in the early Universe, their ultraviolet light is 
expected, eventually, to have penetrated the primordial hydrogen 
gas and altered the excitation state of its 21-centimetre hyperfine 
line. This alteration would cause the gas to absorb photons from 
the cosmic microwave background, producing a spectral distortion 
that should be observable today at radio frequencies of less than  
200 megahertz1. Here we report the detection of a flattened 
absorption profile in the sky-averaged radio spectrum, which is 
centred at a frequency of 78 megahertz and has a best-fitting full-
width at half-maximum of 19 megahertz and an amplitude of 0.5 
kelvin. The profile is largely consistent with expectations for the 
21-centimetre signal induced by early stars; however, the best-fitting 
amplitude of the profile is more than a factor of two greater than 
the largest predictions2. This discrepancy suggests that either the 
primordial gas was much colder than expected or the background 
radiation temperature was hotter than expected. Astrophysical 
phenomena (such as radiation from stars and stellar remnants) are 
unlikely to account for this discrepancy; of the proposed extensions 
to the standard model of cosmology and particle physics, only 
cooling of the gas as a result of interactions between dark matter 
and baryons seems to explain the observed amplitude3. The low-
frequency edge of the observed profile indicates that stars existed 
and had produced a background of Lyman-α photons by 180 million 
years after the Big Bang. The high-frequency edge indicates that 
the gas was heated to above the radiation temperature less than 
100 million years later.

Observations with the Experiment to Detect the Global Epoch of 
Reionization Signature (EDGES) low-band instruments, which began 
in August 2015, were used to detect the absorption profile. Each of the 
two low-band instruments consists of a radio receiver and a zenith- 
pointing, single-polarization dipole antenna. Spectra of the brightness 
temperature of the radio-frequency sky noise, spatially averaged over 
the large beams of the instruments, were recorded between 50 MHz 
and 100 MHz. Raw spectra were calibrated, filtered and integrated over 
 hundreds of hours. Automated measurements of the reflection coeffi-
cients of the antennas were performed in the field. Other measurements  
were performed in the laboratory, including of the noise waves and 
reflection coefficients of the low-noise amplifiers and additional  
calibration constants. Details of the instruments, calibration, verifica-
tion and model fitting are described in Methods.

In Fig. 1 we summarize the detection. It shows the spectrum 
observed by one of the instruments and the results of model fits. 
Galactic synchrotron emission dominates the observed sky noise, 
 yielding a power-law spectral profile that decreases from about 
5,000 K at 50 MHz to about 1,000 K at 100 MHz for the high Galactic 
latitudes shown. Fitting and removing the Galactic emission and  
ionospheric contributions from the spectrum using a five-term,  
physically motivated foreground model (equation (1) in Methods) 
results in a residual with a root-mean-square (r.m.s.) of 0.087 K.  

The absorption profile is found by fitting the integrated spectrum 
with the foreground model and a model for the 21-cm signal  
simultaneously. The best-fitting 21-cm model yields a symmetric 
U-shaped absorption profile that is centred at a frequency of 
78 ±  1 MHz and has a full-width at half- maximum of −

+19 MHz2
4 , an 

amplitude of . − .+ .0 5 K0 2
0 5  and a flattening factor of τ= −

+7 3
5 (where the 

bounds provide 99% confidence intervals including estimates of  
systematic uncertainties; see Methods for model definition). 
Uncertainties in the parameters of the fitted profile are estimated 
from statistical uncertainty in the model fits and from  systematic 
differences between the various validation trials that were performed 
using observations from both instruments and several  different data 
cuts. The 99% confidence intervals that we report are calculated as 
the outer bounds of (1) the marginalized statistical 99% confidence 
intervals from fits to the primary dataset and (2) the range of best- 
fitting values for each parameter across the validation trials. Fitting 
with both the foreground and 21-cm models lowers the residuals to 
an r.m.s. of 0.025 K. The fit shown in Fig. 1 has a signal-to-noise ratio 
of 37, calculated as the best-fitting amplitude of the profile divided 
by the statistical uncertainty of the amplitude fit, including the cova-
riance between model parameters. Additional analyses of the 
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Figure 1 | Summary of detection. a, Measured spectrum for the reference 
dataset after filtering for data quality and radio-frequency interference. 
The spectrum is dominated by Galactic synchrotron emission.  
b, c, Residuals after fitting and removing only the foreground  
model (b) or the foreground and 21-cm models (c). d, Recovered  
model profile of the 21-cm absorption, with a signal-to-noise  
ratio of 37, amplitude of 0.53 K, centre frequency of 78.1 MHz and  
width of 18.7 MHz. e, Sum of the 21-cm model (d) and its residuals (c).
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After stars formed in the early Universe, their ultraviolet light is 
expected, eventually, to have penetrated the primordial hydrogen 
gas and altered the excitation state of its 21-centimetre hyperfine 
line. This alteration would cause the gas to absorb photons from 
the cosmic microwave background, producing a spectral distortion 
that should be observable today at radio frequencies of less than  
200 megahertz1. Here we report the detection of a flattened 
absorption profile in the sky-averaged radio spectrum, which is 
centred at a frequency of 78 megahertz and has a best-fitting full-
width at half-maximum of 19 megahertz and an amplitude of 0.5 
kelvin. The profile is largely consistent with expectations for the 
21-centimetre signal induced by early stars; however, the best-fitting 
amplitude of the profile is more than a factor of two greater than 
the largest predictions2. This discrepancy suggests that either the 
primordial gas was much colder than expected or the background 
radiation temperature was hotter than expected. Astrophysical 
phenomena (such as radiation from stars and stellar remnants) are 
unlikely to account for this discrepancy; of the proposed extensions 
to the standard model of cosmology and particle physics, only 
cooling of the gas as a result of interactions between dark matter 
and baryons seems to explain the observed amplitude3. The low-
frequency edge of the observed profile indicates that stars existed 
and had produced a background of Lyman-α photons by 180 million 
years after the Big Bang. The high-frequency edge indicates that 
the gas was heated to above the radiation temperature less than 
100 million years later.

Observations with the Experiment to Detect the Global Epoch of 
Reionization Signature (EDGES) low-band instruments, which began 
in August 2015, were used to detect the absorption profile. Each of the 
two low-band instruments consists of a radio receiver and a zenith- 
pointing, single-polarization dipole antenna. Spectra of the brightness 
temperature of the radio-frequency sky noise, spatially averaged over 
the large beams of the instruments, were recorded between 50 MHz 
and 100 MHz. Raw spectra were calibrated, filtered and integrated over 
 hundreds of hours. Automated measurements of the reflection coeffi-
cients of the antennas were performed in the field. Other measurements  
were performed in the laboratory, including of the noise waves and 
reflection coefficients of the low-noise amplifiers and additional  
calibration constants. Details of the instruments, calibration, verifica-
tion and model fitting are described in Methods.

In Fig. 1 we summarize the detection. It shows the spectrum 
observed by one of the instruments and the results of model fits. 
Galactic synchrotron emission dominates the observed sky noise, 
 yielding a power-law spectral profile that decreases from about 
5,000 K at 50 MHz to about 1,000 K at 100 MHz for the high Galactic 
latitudes shown. Fitting and removing the Galactic emission and  
ionospheric contributions from the spectrum using a five-term,  
physically motivated foreground model (equation (1) in Methods) 
results in a residual with a root-mean-square (r.m.s.) of 0.087 K.  

The absorption profile is found by fitting the integrated spectrum 
with the foreground model and a model for the 21-cm signal  
simultaneously. The best-fitting 21-cm model yields a symmetric 
U-shaped absorption profile that is centred at a frequency of 
78 ±  1 MHz and has a full-width at half- maximum of −

+19 MHz2
4 , an 

amplitude of . − .+ .0 5 K0 2
0 5  and a flattening factor of τ= −

+7 3
5 (where the 

bounds provide 99% confidence intervals including estimates of  
systematic uncertainties; see Methods for model definition). 
Uncertainties in the parameters of the fitted profile are estimated 
from statistical uncertainty in the model fits and from  systematic 
differences between the various validation trials that were performed 
using observations from both instruments and several  different data 
cuts. The 99% confidence intervals that we report are calculated as 
the outer bounds of (1) the marginalized statistical 99% confidence 
intervals from fits to the primary dataset and (2) the range of best- 
fitting values for each parameter across the validation trials. Fitting 
with both the foreground and 21-cm models lowers the residuals to 
an r.m.s. of 0.025 K. The fit shown in Fig. 1 has a signal-to-noise ratio 
of 37, calculated as the best-fitting amplitude of the profile divided 
by the statistical uncertainty of the amplitude fit, including the cova-
riance between model parameters. Additional analyses of the 
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Figure 1 | Summary of detection. a, Measured spectrum for the reference 
dataset after filtering for data quality and radio-frequency interference. 
The spectrum is dominated by Galactic synchrotron emission.  
b, c, Residuals after fitting and removing only the foreground  
model (b) or the foreground and 21-cm models (c). d, Recovered  
model profile of the 21-cm absorption, with a signal-to-noise  
ratio of 37, amplitude of 0.53 K, centre frequency of 78.1 MHz and  
width of 18.7 MHz. e, Sum of the 21-cm model (d) and its residuals (c).
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There is skepticism expressed 
in the literature about the 
instrument itself, data analysis 
and possible sources of 
backgrounds. Collaboration 
has not conceded any of that. 
Recent data (Mosalve, 
LaThuile talk)  with new 
antenna are consistent.
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Interpretation of observation
• We see the onset of CMB absorption by effectively colder F=0, F=1 

hyperfine states of atomic hydrogen.

• The strength of the line is actually predicted by standard cosmology, 
see the literature decade ago,  (summarized e.g. in Furlanetto et al, 
2006, Phys. Rep.)
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observations using restricted spectral bands yield nearly identical 
best-fitting absorption profiles, with the highest signal-to-noise ratio 
reaching 52. In Fig. 2 we show representative cases of these fits.

We performed numerous hardware and processing tests to validate 
the detection. The 21-cm absorption profile is observed in data that 
span nearly two years and can be extracted at all local solar times and 
at all local sidereal times. It is detected by two identically designed 
instruments operated at the same site and located 150 m apart, and 
even after several hardware modifications to the instruments, includ-
ing orthogonal orientations of one of the antennas. Similar results for 
the absorption profile are obtained by using two independent pro-
cessing pipelines, which we tested using simulated data. The profile is 
detected using data processed via two different calibration techniques:  
absolute calibration and an additional differencing-based post- 
calibration process that reduces some possible instrumental errors. It 
is also detected using several sets of calibration solutions derived from 
 multiple laboratory measurements of the receivers and using  multiple 
on-site measurements of the reflection coefficients of the antennas. 
We modelled the sensitivity of the detection to several possible  
calibration errors and in all cases recovered profile amplitudes that 
are within the reported confidence range, as summarized in Table 1.  
An EDGES high-band instrument operates between 90 MHz and 
200 MHz at the same site using a nearly identical receiver and a scaled 
version of the low-band antennas. It does not produce a similar  feature 
at the scaled frequencies4. Analysis of radio-frequency interference 
in the observations, including in the FM radio band, shows that  
the absorption profile is inconsistent with typical spectral contribu-
tions from these sources.

We are not aware of any alternative astronomical or atmospheric 
mechanisms that are capable of producing the observed profile. H ii 
regions in the Galaxy have increasing optical depth with wavelength, 
blocking more background emission at lower frequencies, but they 
are observed primarily along the Galactic plane and generate mono-
tonic spectral profiles at the observed frequencies. Radio-frequency 
recombination lines in the Galactic plane create a ‘picket fence’ of 
narrow absorption lines separated by approximately 0.5 MHz at the 
observed frequencies5, but these lines are easy to identify and filter 
in the EDGES observations. The Earth’s ionosphere weakly absorbs 
radio signals at the observed frequencies and emits thermal radiation 
from hot electrons, but models and observations imply a broadband 
effect that varies depending on the ionospheric conditions6,7, including 
diurnal changes in the total electron content. This effect is fitted by 
our foreground model. Molecules of the hydroxyl radical and nitric 
oxide have spectral lines in the observed band and are present in the 
atmosphere, but the densities and line strengths are too low to produce 
substantial absorption.

The 21-cm line has a rest-frame frequency of 1,420 MHz. Expansion 
of the Universe redshifts the line to the observed band according to 
ν =  1,420/(1 +  z) MHz, where z is the redshift, which maps uniquely 
to the age of the Universe. The observed absorption profile is the con-
tinuous superposition of lines from gas across the observed redshift 
range and cosmological volume; hence, the shape of the profile traces 
the history of the gas across cosmic time and is not the result of the 

properties of an individual cloud. The observed absorption profile is 
centred at z ≈  17 and spans approximately 20 >  z >  15.

The intensity of the observable 21-cm signal from the early 
Universe is given as a brightness temperature relative to the micro-
wave background8:
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where xHi is the fraction of neutral hydrogen, Ωm and Ωb are the matter 
and baryon densities, respectively, in units of the critical density for a 
flat universe, h is the Hubble constant in units of 100 km s−1 Mpc−1, 
TR is the temperature of the background radiation, usually assumed to 
be from the background produced by the afterglow of the Big Bang, 
TS is the 21-cm spin temperature that defines the relative population 
of the hyperfine energy levels, and the factor of 0.023 K comes from 
atomic-line physics and the average gas density. The spin temperature 
is affected by the absorption of microwave photons, which couples TS 
to TR, as well as by resonant scattering of Lyman-α  photons and atomic 
collisions, both of which couple TS to the kinetic temperature of the 
gas TG.

The temperatures of the gas and the background radiation are 
 coupled in the early Universe through Compton scattering. This 
 coupling becomes ineffective in numerical models9,10 at z ≈  150, 
after which primordial gas cools adiabatically. In the absence of 
stars or non-standard physics, the gas temperature is expected to be 
9.3 K at z =  20, falling to 5.4 K at z =  15. The radiation temperature 
decreases more slowly owing to cosmological expansion, following 
T0(1 + z) with T0 =  2.725, and so is 57.2 K and 43.6 K at the same  
redshifts,  respectively. The spin temperature is initially coupled to the 
gas temperature as the gas cools below the radiation temperature, but 
eventually the decreasing density of the gas is insufficient to main-
tain this coupling and the spin temperature returns to the radiation 
temperature.
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Figure 2 | Best-fitting 21-cm absorption profiles for each hardware case. 
Each profile for the brightness temperature T21 is added to its residuals and 
plotted against the redshift z and the corresponding age of the Universe. 
The thick black line is the model fit for the hardware and analysis 
configuration with the highest signal-to-noise ratio (equal to 52; H2;  
see Methods), processed using 60–99 MHz and a four-term polynomial 
(see equation (2) in Methods) for the foreground model. The thin solid 
lines are the best fits from each of the other hardware configurations  
(H1, H3–H6). The dash-dotted line (P8), which extends to z >  26, is 
reproduced from Fig. 1e and uses the same data as for the thick black line 
(H2), but a different foreground model and the full frequency band.

Table 1 | Sensitivity to possible calibration errors

Error source
Estimated  
uncertainty

Modelled 
error level

Recovered  
amplitude (K)

LNA S11 magnitude 0.1 dB 1.0 dB 0.51
LNA S11 phase (delay) 20 ps 100 ps 0.48
Antenna S11 magnitude 0.02 dB 0.2 dB 0.50
Antenna S11 phase (delay) 20 ps 100 ps 0.48
No loss correction N/A N/A 0.51
No beam correction N/A N/A 0.48

The estimated uncertainty for each case is based on empirical values from laboratory 
 measurements and repeatability tests. Modelled error levels were chosen conservatively to 
be five and ten times larger than the estimated uncertainties for the phases and magnitudes, 
 respectively. LNA, low-noise amplifier; S11, input reflection coefficient; N/A, not applicable.

© 2018 Macmillan Publishers Limited, part of Springer Nature. All rights reserved.



Interpretation of observation
• (Figures from Furlanetto et al, 2006, Phys. Rep.)

Fig. 6. (a): IGM temperature evolution if only adiabatic cooling and Compton
heating are involved. The spin temperature TS includes only collisional coupling.
(b): Differential brightness temperature against the CMB for TS shown in panel a.

computed exactly for any given temperature history from the rate coefficients
presented in §2.2. A convenient estimate of their importance is the critical
overdensity, δcoll, at which xc = 1:

1 + δcoll = 1.06

!

κ10(88 K)

κ10(TK)

"

#

0.023

Ωbh2

$ #

70

1 + z

$2

, (67)

where we have inserted the expected temperature at 1 + z = 70. Thus for
redshifts z ! 70, TS → Tγ; by z ∼ 30 the IGM essentially becomes invisible.
It is worth emphasizing that κ10 is extremely sensitive to TK in this regime
(see Fig. 2). If the universe is somehow heated above the fiducial value, the
threshold density can remain modest: δcoll ≈ 1 at z = 40 if TK = 300 K. The
solid line in Figure 6a shows the spin temperature TS during the dark ages,
and Figure 6b shows the corresponding brightness temperature. The signal
peaks (in absorption) at z ∼ 80, where TK is small but collisional coupling
still efficient. Because of the simple physics involved in Figure 6, the 21 cm
line offers a sensitive probe of the dark ages [2], at least in principle.
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Fig. 7. Global IGM histories for Pop II stars. The solid curves take our fiducial
parameters without feedback. The dot-dashed curve takes fX = 0.2. The short- and
long-dashed curves include strong photoheating feedback. (a): Thermal properties.
(b): Ionized fraction. (c): Differential brightness temperature against the CMB. In
this panel, the two dotted lines show δTb without including shock heating. From
[270].

easier to isolate the effects of the ionization field. Significant absorption during
reionization becomes more plausible for very massive Pop III stars, because
they have much larger ionizing efficiencies (although their remnants may also
induce correspondingly large X-ray heating).

3.5.2 Some Example Histories

We will now use some representative models chosen from [270] to illustrate
these qualitative features in a more concrete fashion (see also [133, 135, 168]).
We begin with a fiducial set of Pop II parameters. We ignore feedback (of
all kinds) and take mmin to correspond to Tvir = 104 K, f⋆ = 0.1, fesc = 0.1,
fX = 1, Nion = 4000, and Nα = 9690. (Thus ζ = 40 for this model.) Figure 7a
shows the resulting temperature history. The dotted curve is Tγ, the thin solid
curve is TK , and the thick solid curve is TS. As expected from equation (88),
in this case we do indeed find that zc > zh; specifically, zc ≈ 18 and zh ≈ 14.
Clearly Lyα coupling is extremely efficient for normal stars.

The solid curve in Figure 7b shows the corresponding ionization history, with
the clumping factor computed following [10] (which assumes that the lowest
density regions are ionized first). It increases smoothly and rapidly over a
redshift interval of ∆z ∼ 5, ending at zr ∼ 7. That is of course purely a
function of our choice for ζ , but other values do not strongly affect the width.

Figure 7c shows the corresponding 21 cm brightness temperature decrement
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Less naïve: first stars produce 
Lyman a photons that recouple spin 
and baryonic temperatures. Later –
gas is heated and absorption 
switches to emission.  

Naïve picture

The most important point is that Ts cannot drop below baryonic TK !



EDGES result: too strong? 
• The brightness of absorption/emission line: 

• Notice that these are all measured cosmological parameters, except 
the spin temperature, but it cannot drop below baryonic temperature!

• EDGES (and everyone else) expected their result to be between -0.3 
and 0 K. They got  –0.6 K.

• The result is obviously important – first claimed detection of cosmic 
21 cm. Moreover, if they are right about the strength of the coupling it 
is nothing but revolutionary, as “normal” LCDM cannot provide it.  
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observations using restricted spectral bands yield nearly identical 
best-fitting absorption profiles, with the highest signal-to-noise ratio 
reaching 52. In Fig. 2 we show representative cases of these fits.

We performed numerous hardware and processing tests to validate 
the detection. The 21-cm absorption profile is observed in data that 
span nearly two years and can be extracted at all local solar times and 
at all local sidereal times. It is detected by two identically designed 
instruments operated at the same site and located 150 m apart, and 
even after several hardware modifications to the instruments, includ-
ing orthogonal orientations of one of the antennas. Similar results for 
the absorption profile are obtained by using two independent pro-
cessing pipelines, which we tested using simulated data. The profile is 
detected using data processed via two different calibration techniques:  
absolute calibration and an additional differencing-based post- 
calibration process that reduces some possible instrumental errors. It 
is also detected using several sets of calibration solutions derived from 
 multiple laboratory measurements of the receivers and using  multiple 
on-site measurements of the reflection coefficients of the antennas. 
We modelled the sensitivity of the detection to several possible  
calibration errors and in all cases recovered profile amplitudes that 
are within the reported confidence range, as summarized in Table 1.  
An EDGES high-band instrument operates between 90 MHz and 
200 MHz at the same site using a nearly identical receiver and a scaled 
version of the low-band antennas. It does not produce a similar  feature 
at the scaled frequencies4. Analysis of radio-frequency interference 
in the observations, including in the FM radio band, shows that  
the absorption profile is inconsistent with typical spectral contribu-
tions from these sources.

We are not aware of any alternative astronomical or atmospheric 
mechanisms that are capable of producing the observed profile. H ii 
regions in the Galaxy have increasing optical depth with wavelength, 
blocking more background emission at lower frequencies, but they 
are observed primarily along the Galactic plane and generate mono-
tonic spectral profiles at the observed frequencies. Radio-frequency 
recombination lines in the Galactic plane create a ‘picket fence’ of 
narrow absorption lines separated by approximately 0.5 MHz at the 
observed frequencies5, but these lines are easy to identify and filter 
in the EDGES observations. The Earth’s ionosphere weakly absorbs 
radio signals at the observed frequencies and emits thermal radiation 
from hot electrons, but models and observations imply a broadband 
effect that varies depending on the ionospheric conditions6,7, including 
diurnal changes in the total electron content. This effect is fitted by 
our foreground model. Molecules of the hydroxyl radical and nitric 
oxide have spectral lines in the observed band and are present in the 
atmosphere, but the densities and line strengths are too low to produce 
substantial absorption.

The 21-cm line has a rest-frame frequency of 1,420 MHz. Expansion 
of the Universe redshifts the line to the observed band according to 
ν =  1,420/(1 +  z) MHz, where z is the redshift, which maps uniquely 
to the age of the Universe. The observed absorption profile is the con-
tinuous superposition of lines from gas across the observed redshift 
range and cosmological volume; hence, the shape of the profile traces 
the history of the gas across cosmic time and is not the result of the 

properties of an individual cloud. The observed absorption profile is 
centred at z ≈  17 and spans approximately 20 >  z >  15.

The intensity of the observable 21-cm signal from the early 
Universe is given as a brightness temperature relative to the micro-
wave background8:
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where xHi is the fraction of neutral hydrogen, Ωm and Ωb are the matter 
and baryon densities, respectively, in units of the critical density for a 
flat universe, h is the Hubble constant in units of 100 km s−1 Mpc−1, 
TR is the temperature of the background radiation, usually assumed to 
be from the background produced by the afterglow of the Big Bang, 
TS is the 21-cm spin temperature that defines the relative population 
of the hyperfine energy levels, and the factor of 0.023 K comes from 
atomic-line physics and the average gas density. The spin temperature 
is affected by the absorption of microwave photons, which couples TS 
to TR, as well as by resonant scattering of Lyman-α  photons and atomic 
collisions, both of which couple TS to the kinetic temperature of the 
gas TG.

The temperatures of the gas and the background radiation are 
 coupled in the early Universe through Compton scattering. This 
 coupling becomes ineffective in numerical models9,10 at z ≈  150, 
after which primordial gas cools adiabatically. In the absence of 
stars or non-standard physics, the gas temperature is expected to be 
9.3 K at z =  20, falling to 5.4 K at z =  15. The radiation temperature 
decreases more slowly owing to cosmological expansion, following 
T0(1 + z) with T0 =  2.725, and so is 57.2 K and 43.6 K at the same  
redshifts,  respectively. The spin temperature is initially coupled to the 
gas temperature as the gas cools below the radiation temperature, but 
eventually the decreasing density of the gas is insufficient to main-
tain this coupling and the spin temperature returns to the radiation 
temperature.
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Figure 2 | Best-fitting 21-cm absorption profiles for each hardware case. 
Each profile for the brightness temperature T21 is added to its residuals and 
plotted against the redshift z and the corresponding age of the Universe. 
The thick black line is the model fit for the hardware and analysis 
configuration with the highest signal-to-noise ratio (equal to 52; H2;  
see Methods), processed using 60–99 MHz and a four-term polynomial 
(see equation (2) in Methods) for the foreground model. The thin solid 
lines are the best fits from each of the other hardware configurations  
(H1, H3–H6). The dash-dotted line (P8), which extends to z >  26, is 
reproduced from Fig. 1e and uses the same data as for the thick black line 
(H2), but a different foreground model and the full frequency band.

Table 1 | Sensitivity to possible calibration errors

Error source
Estimated  
uncertainty

Modelled 
error level

Recovered  
amplitude (K)

LNA S11 magnitude 0.1 dB 1.0 dB 0.51
LNA S11 phase (delay) 20 ps 100 ps 0.48
Antenna S11 magnitude 0.02 dB 0.2 dB 0.50
Antenna S11 phase (delay) 20 ps 100 ps 0.48
No loss correction N/A N/A 0.51
No beam correction N/A N/A 0.48

The estimated uncertainty for each case is based on empirical values from laboratory 
 measurements and repeatability tests. Modelled error levels were chosen conservatively to 
be five and ten times larger than the estimated uncertainties for the phases and magnitudes, 
 respectively. LNA, low-noise amplifier; S11, input reflection coefficient; N/A, not applicable.

© 2018 Macmillan Publishers Limited, part of Springer Nature. All rights reserved.



Speculations aimed to explain EDGES
“DM does it to me”? But it cannot be “normal” WIMP or axion with the 
interactions that are too weak. 

• Approach 1: Cool the baryonic kinetic temperature even more. (90% 
of attempts, Barkana; Munoz, Loeb et al; …) . Typically need DM-
atom cross section to be enhanced as s ~ s 0 v-4, which is Coulomb-
like dependence. Implication: a significant fraction of DM has a 
millicharge. Not clear if these models survive all the constraints. (See 
also earlier paper Tashiro, Kadota, Silk, 2014) 

• Approach 2: Make more photons that can mediate F=0, F=1 
transitions prior to z=20. (That would raise “effective” TCMB at the IR 
(or we call it RJ) tail). I.e. need a specific IR distortion of the CMB. 
Almost impossible to arrange due to DM decay straight into photons.
Fraser et al, 2018; Pospelov et al, 2018



Millicharge explanations are very 
constrained

• CMB and BBN constrains

• Direct experimental constraints

• Energy injection constraints

• Direct detection constraints (?)

• Astrophysics constraints

Kovetz et al, 2018



Neutrino and beam dump experiments can be 
recast as constraints on millicharge

18

Dark Matter Search in a Proton Beam Dump with MiniBooNE

A.A. Aguilar-Arevalo,1 M. Backfish,2 A. Bashyal,3 B. Batell,4 B.C. Brown,2 R. Carr,5 A. Chatterjee,3

R.L. Cooper,6, 7 P. deNiverville,8 R. Dharmapalan,9 Z. Djurcic,9 R. Ford,2 F.G. Garcia,2 G.T. Garvey,10

J. Grange,9, 11 J.A. Green,10 W. Huelsnitz,10 I.L. de Icaza Astiz,1 G. Karagiorgi,5 T. Katori,12 W. Ketchum,10

T. Kobilarcik,2 Q. Liu,10 W.C. Louis,10 W. Marsh,2 C.D. Moore,2 G.B. Mills,10 J. Mirabal,10 P. Nienaber,13

Z. Pavlovic,10 D. Perevalov,2 H. Ray,11 B.P. Roe,14 M.H. Shaevitz,5 S. Shahsavarani,3 I. Stancu,15

R. Tayloe,6 C. Taylor,10 R.T. Thornton,6 R. Van de Water,10 W. Wester,2 D.H. White,10 and J. Yu3

1Instituto de Ciencias Nucleares, Universidad Nacional Autónoma de México, Mexico City 04510, Mexico
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The MiniBooNE-DM collaboration searched for vector-boson mediated production of dark matter
using the Fermilab 8 GeV Booster proton beam in a dedicated run with 1.86⇥1020 protons delivered
to a steel beam dump. The MiniBooNE detector, 490 m downstream, is sensitive to dark matter
via elastic scattering with nucleons in the detector mineral oil. Analysis methods developed for
previous MiniBooNE scattering results were employed, and several constraining data sets were
simultaneously analyzed to minimize systematic errors from neutrino flux and interaction rates. No
excess of events over background was observed, leading to an 90% confidence limit on the dark-
matter cross section parameter, Y = ✏2↵0(m�/mv)

4 . 10�8, for ↵0 = 0.5 and for dark-matter
masses of 0.01 < m� < 0.3 GeV in a vector portal model of dark matter. This is the best limit from
a dedicated proton beam dump search in this mass and coupling range and extends below the mass
range of direct dark matter searches. These results demonstrate a novel and powerful approach to
dark matter searches with beam dump experiments.

PACS numbers: 95.35.+d,13.15.+g

Introduction — There is strong evidence for dark mat-
ter (DM) from observations of gravitational phenomena
across a wide range of distance scales [1]. A substantial
program of experiments has evolved over the last sev-
eral decades to search for non-gravitational interactions
of DM, with yet no undisputed evidence in this sector.
Most of these experiments target DM with weak scale
masses and are less sensitive to DM with masses below a
few GeV. To complement these approaches, new search
strategies sensitive to DM with smaller masses should be
considered [2].

Fixed-target experiments using beams of protons or
electrons can expand the sensitivity to sub-GeV DM that
couples to ordinary matter via a light mediator parti-
cle [3–18]. In these experiments, DM particles may be
produced in collisions with nuclei in the fixed target, of-
ten a beam dump, and may be identified through interac-
tions with nuclei in a downstream detector. Results from
past beam dump experiments have been reanalyzed to

Be
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Beam Dump

MiniBooNE Detector

p
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�
50m 4m 487m

FIG. 1. Schematic illustration of this DM search using the
the Fermilab BNB in o↵-target mode together with the Mini-
BooNE detector. The proton beam is steered above the beryl-
lium target in o↵-target mode lowering the neutrino flux.

place limits on the parameters within this class of models.
In this Letter, we report on the first dedicated search of
this type (proposed in [6]), which employs 8 GeV protons
from the Fermilab Booster Neutrino Beam (BNB), re-
configured to reduce neutrino-induced backgrounds, com-
bined with the downstream MiniBooNE (MB) neutrino
detector (Fig. 1).
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Comparing to other experiments
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I Exclude new parameter space1
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Subject to future improvement with much closer new detector at SNB 



Direct experimental constraints on 
millicharged particles 

• Magill, Plestid, MP, Tsai, 2018. Best constraints in the 10 MeV range 
come from the LSND experiments (nu-e scattering)

• Further progress can be achieved through dedicated milliQan type 
experiments. 



New proposal at Fermilab
Proposal for Experimental Research
DOE/SC Program Office: High Energy Physics (HEP)

DOE/SC Program Office Technical Contact: Dr. Kathleen Turner

Funding Opportunity FOA Number: DE-FOA-0002112

Administrative Point of Contact: Hema Ramamoorthi, 630-840-6723, hema@fnal.gov

PAMS LoI #: LOI-0000025681

Track #1, PRD #1

Applicant/Institution: Fermi National Accelerator Laboratory

PO Box 500

Batavia, IL 60510-5011

FerMINI: Fermilab Search for Minicharged Particles

Principal Investigators:

A. Haas (NYU), C.S. Hill (OSU), J.F. Hirschauer* (FNAL)
D.W. Miller (Chicago), D. Stuart (UCSB),

Y.-D. Tsai (FNAL)

*Lead Principal Investigator

*contact email: jhirsch@fnal.gov

*contact phone: +1 630-840-8346

We propose to install a new 
MilliQan-style detector in the 
MINOS cavern at Fermilab. 
Would signficantly increase the 
reach, but unlikely to close EDGES 
r.o.i. 



Alternative path for enhancing 21 cm signal – more 
Rayleigh-Jeans photons 

• Feng, Holder, 2018: only a small fraction (e.g. ~1%) of the current 
“Arcade” excess – if it is a pre-existing condition (exists at z~20) –
could give an enhanced 21 cm monopole signatures.   

• After EDGES, several papers with: general discussion (Fraser et al.), 
first concrete model realization (our paper), and further ideas in this 
direction (Moroi, Nakayama, Tang). 



How much quanta does RJ tail has?

• Take xmax ~ 2 10-3. The total number of such quanta is relatively small 
relative to nCMB = 0.24 T3, 

nRJ / nCMB ~10-6. 

• What if there existed early DR that we could take to saturate as much 
as Neff = 0.5 or alternatively, there is late decay of DM to DR, and we 
take up to 5% of DM to convert? 

• It is easy to see that one could have 1011 more “dark” quanta in the RJ 
tail without running into problems of too much energy stored in DR. 
Can we make them interacting DR quanta? 

2

the expectations of the standard cosmology. Non-thermal
Dark Radiation (DR) is considered in the literature less
often, although many processes occurring solely in the
dark sector may lead to its appearance.

In recent papers [9, 10], interacting DR was examined
in the regime where the individual quanta are much fewer
in number but much harder in frequency than the typical
CMB photons, !

DR

� !
CMB

; n
DR

⌧ n
CMB

, but such
that the Neff constraint is satisfied. This type of DR
may arise as a consequence of the late decays or annihi-
lations of massive DM particles. In this paper we study
the alternative, a much softer than CMB, but more nu-
merous DR quanta,

!
DR

⌧ !
CMB

, n
DR

> n
RJ

, !
DR

n
DR

⌧ ⇢
tot

. (1)

In this formula, ⇢
tot

stands for the total energy density
of radiation and DM, n

DR

is the number density of DR
quanta, while n

RJ

represents the low-energy Rayleigh-
Jeans (RJ) tail of the standard CMB Planck distribution,
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where we find it convenient to define the normalized
photon frequency, x ⌘ !/T

CMB

, which is redshift-
independent. In this formula, n

CMB

= 2⇣(3)/⇡2 T 3

CMB

'
0.24T 3

CMB

is the full Planckian number density, while
x

max

= !
max

/T
CMB

is a (somewhat arbitrary) maximum
frequency of the low-energy RJ interval, x

max

⌧ 1. If
for example we take x

max

= 2 ⇥ 10�3, then we find
n

RJ

/n
CMB

' 10�6. It is easy to see that the number
density of DR quanta may indeed significantly exceed
n

RJ

. Saturating the constraint on Neff for the DR that
matches the CMB frequencies with x

max

⇠ 2 ⇥ 10�3, or
alternatively letting ⇠ 5% of DM energy density [11, 12]
be converted to DR in the same frequency range after
the CMB decoupling, we arrive at the maximum number
densities given by

n
DR

 1.5 ⇥ 102 n
CMB

, early DR with �N
e↵

= 0.5 ;

n
DR

 3.3 ⇥ 105 n
CMB

, late decay of 0.05 ⇢
DM

. (3)

Thus, soft DR quanta have a potential to outnumber the
RJ CMB photons by up to ⇠ 11 orders of magnitude.

What are the observational consequence of such soft
and numerous DR? Very light fields often have their in-
teractions enhanced (suppressed) at high (low) energies.
This is the case for neutrinos, that have Fermi-type in-
teractions with atomic constituents, as well as of axions
that have e↵ective dimension 5 interactions with fermions
and gauge bosons. This type of DR would be impossible
or very di�cult to see directly. There is, however, one
class of new fields comprising DR that can manifest their
interactions at low energies and low densities. These are
light vector particles (often called dark photons), A0, that

develop mixing angles with ordinary photons, ✏F 0
µ⌫Fµ⌫

[13]. The apparent number counts of the CMB radiation
can be modified by photon/dark photon oscillations:

dnA

d!
! dnA

d!
⇥ PA!A +

dnA0

d!
⇥ PA0!A , (4)

where PA!A = 1 � PA!A0 is the photon survival prob-
ability, while PA0!A is the probability of A0 ! A oscil-
lation. Previously the constraints on the {mA0 , ✏} pa-
rameter space were derived [14, 15] using COBE-FIRAS
data [16] (that is, considering the depletion of CMB pho-
tons due to the first term in eq. (4)). The point of the
present paper is that the RJ tail of the CMB can get
a significant boost due to the second term in (4) with-
out contradicting the COBE measurement. While the
reliable extraction of the primordial contribution to the
RJ tail is challenging due to significant foregrounds, the
physics of the 21 cm line can provide a useful tool to probe
DR through the apparent modification of the low-energy
tail of the CMB.

The EDGES experiment has recently presented a ten-
tative detection of the 21 cm absorption signal coming
from the interval of redshifts z = 15 � 20 [17]. The
strength of the absorption signal is expected to be pro-
portional to 1 � T

CMB

/Ts [18], where T
CMB

counts the
number of CMB photons interacting with the two-level
hydrogen hyperfine system, and Ts is the spin tempera-
ture. The relevant photon energy is !

0

= 5.9 µeV, and
photons with this energy at the redshift of z = 17 reside
deep within the RJ tail, x

0

⌘ !
0

/T
CMB

= 1.4 ⇥ 10�3.
This corresponds to much lower energy than direct mea-
surements such as COBE-FIRAS, that measures above
x = 0.23 [16], and ARCADE 2, which probes as low
as x = 0.053 (and finds an excess above the CMB pre-
diction) [19]. There are also earlier measurements that
constrain x ⇠ 0.02 � 0.04, although with larger uncer-
tainties [20, 21].

The locations of the left and right boundaries of the
claimed EDGES signal agree rather well with standard
cosmological expectations, but the amount of absorption
seems to indicate a more negative 1� T

CMB

/Ts temper-
ature contrast than expected. Given that the spin tem-
perature Ts cannot drop below the baryon temperature
Tb, a naive interpretation of this result could consist in
lower-than-expected Tb, or higher T

CMB

. Together with
related prior work [22, 23], a number of possible mod-
els were suggested [24–28], most of which have di�culty
to pass other constraints, [29–34]. The mechanism that
we point out, oscillation of non-thermal DR into visible
photons, can accommodate the EDGES result without
being challenged by other constraints. In the rest of this
paper, we provide more details on the suggested mecha-
nism, and identify the region of parameter space where
21 cm physics can provide the most sensitive probe of
DR.



Our proposal
• Step 1: Early (z > 20) decays (either of DM or of another DR species) 

create a nonthermal population of DR dark photons A’. Typical 
multiplicities are larger than nRJ. 

• Step 2: Dark photons can oscillate to normal photons. At some 
redshift zres, a resonant conversion of A’àA occurs. This happens 
when plasma frequency becomes equal to mA’ . 

• Step 3: Enhanced number of RJ quanta are available in the z = 15-20 
window, making a deeper than expected absorption signal. 
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We show that despite stringent constraints on the shape of the main part of the CMB spectrum,
there is considerable room for its modification within its Rayleigh-Jeans (RJ) end, ! ⌧ T

CMB

. We
construct explicit New Physics models that give an order one (or larger) increase of power in the RJ
tail, which can be tested by existing and upcoming experiments aiming to detect the cosmological
21 cm emission/absorption signal. This class of models stipulates the decay of unstable particles to
dark photons, A0, that have a small mass, mA0 ⇠ 10�14 � 10�9 eV, non-vanishing mixing angle ✏

with electromagnetism, and energies much smaller than T

CMB

. The non-thermal number density
of dark photons can be many orders of magnitude above the number density of CMB photons, and
even a small probability of A0 ! A oscillations, going down to values of the mixing as small as
✏ ⇠ 10�9, can significantly increase the number of RJ photons. In particular, we show that resonant
oscillations of dark photons into regular photons in the interval of redshifts 20 < z < 1700 can be
invoked as an explanation of the recent tentative observation of a stronger-than-expected absorption
signal of 21 cm photons. We present a model that realizes this possibility, where milli-eV mass dark
matter decays to dark photons, with a lifetime longer than the age of the Universe.

Introduction: Modern cosmology owes much of its
advance to precision observations of the Cosmic Mi-
crowave Background (CMB). By now, both the spectrum
of the CMB and its angular anisotropies are precisely
measured by a number of landmark experiments [1–3].
CMB physics continues its advance [4] into probing both
the standard ⇤CDM model to higher precision and pos-
sible New Physics that can manifest itself in small devia-
tions from theoretical expectations. In addition, a qual-
itatively new cosmological probe, the physics of 21 cm
emission/absorption at the end of the “dark ages,” may
come into play in the very near future [5].

Cosmology has been a vital tool for learning about
physics beyond the Standard Model (SM). In partic-
ular, we know that about a quarter of our Universe’s
energy budget is comprised of cold Dark Matter (DM),
which probably cannot be identified with any known par-
ticles or fields. The precision tools of cosmology, on the
other hand, provide serious constraints on the properties
of DM, which instead of coming “alone,” may be a part
of an extended dark sector, comprising new matter and
radiation fields, and potentially new forces. Recent years
have seen a significant increase in studies of dark sectors,
both in connection with terrestrial experiments, and in
cosmological settings [6–8]. Both the spectral shape and
angular anisotropies of the CMB radiation significantly
restrict the amount of additional energy that dark sectors
can deposit into the SM bath, as a function of injection
time.

If such light fields are thermally excited, they can be
detected through their gravitational interaction alone, as
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<latexit sha1_base64="JZxUbIcfQlA15lhXA9rxjW9YCUo=">AAACM3icbVC7SgNBFJ31GeNr1dJmSBAtJOyKoHaJNpYRjAkkS5idnSRDZh/M3I0JS3q/xlL9FcFKbP0CGyebLTTJgYHDOffeORw3ElyBZb0bS8srq2vruY385tb2zq65t/+gwlhSVqOhCGXDJYoJHrAacBCsEUlGfFewutu/mfj1AZOKh8E9jCLm+KQb8A6nBLTUNgstYENI7yRVEfvjpHKMW5J3e0CkDB9xZdw2i1bJSoHniZ2RIspQbZs/LS+ksc8CoIIo1bStCJyESOBUsHG+FSsWEdonXdbUNCA+U06SZhjjI614uBNK/QLAqfp3IyG+UiPf1ZM+gZ6a9SbiIq8ZQ+fSSXgQxcACOv2oEwsMIZ4Ugz0uGQUx0oRQyXVWTHtEEgq6voWZT70Bj1QWfzjNn9dt2bPdzJPaWemqZN+dF8vXWW05dIgK6ATZ6AKV0S2qohqi6Ak9o1f0ZrwYH8an8TUdXTKynQP0D8b3L7WDrLI=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="JZxUbIcfQlA15lhXA9rxjW9YCUo=">AAACM3icbVC7SgNBFJ31GeNr1dJmSBAtJOyKoHaJNpYRjAkkS5idnSRDZh/M3I0JS3q/xlL9FcFKbP0CGyebLTTJgYHDOffeORw3ElyBZb0bS8srq2vruY385tb2zq65t/+gwlhSVqOhCGXDJYoJHrAacBCsEUlGfFewutu/mfj1AZOKh8E9jCLm+KQb8A6nBLTUNgstYENI7yRVEfvjpHKMW5J3e0CkDB9xZdw2i1bJSoHniZ2RIspQbZs/LS+ksc8CoIIo1bStCJyESOBUsHG+FSsWEdonXdbUNCA+U06SZhjjI614uBNK/QLAqfp3IyG+UiPf1ZM+gZ6a9SbiIq8ZQ+fSSXgQxcACOv2oEwsMIZ4Ugz0uGQUx0oRQyXVWTHtEEgq6voWZT70Bj1QWfzjNn9dt2bPdzJPaWemqZN+dF8vXWW05dIgK6ATZ6AKV0S2qohqi6Ak9o1f0ZrwYH8an8TUdXTKynQP0D8b3L7WDrLI=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="JZxUbIcfQlA15lhXA9rxjW9YCUo=">AAACM3icbVC7SgNBFJ31GeNr1dJmSBAtJOyKoHaJNpYRjAkkS5idnSRDZh/M3I0JS3q/xlL9FcFKbP0CGyebLTTJgYHDOffeORw3ElyBZb0bS8srq2vruY385tb2zq65t/+gwlhSVqOhCGXDJYoJHrAacBCsEUlGfFewutu/mfj1AZOKh8E9jCLm+KQb8A6nBLTUNgstYENI7yRVEfvjpHKMW5J3e0CkDB9xZdw2i1bJSoHniZ2RIspQbZs/LS+ksc8CoIIo1bStCJyESOBUsHG+FSsWEdonXdbUNCA+U06SZhjjI614uBNK/QLAqfp3IyG+UiPf1ZM+gZ6a9SbiIq8ZQ+fSSXgQxcACOv2oEwsMIZ4Ugz0uGQUx0oRQyXVWTHtEEgq6voWZT70Bj1QWfzjNn9dt2bPdzJPaWemqZN+dF8vXWW05dIgK6ATZ6AKV0S2qohqi6Ak9o1f0ZrwYH8an8TUdXTKynQP0D8b3L7WDrLI=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="JZxUbIcfQlA15lhXA9rxjW9YCUo=">AAACM3icbVC7SgNBFJ31GeNr1dJmSBAtJOyKoHaJNpYRjAkkS5idnSRDZh/M3I0JS3q/xlL9FcFKbP0CGyebLTTJgYHDOffeORw3ElyBZb0bS8srq2vruY385tb2zq65t/+gwlhSVqOhCGXDJYoJHrAacBCsEUlGfFewutu/mfj1AZOKh8E9jCLm+KQb8A6nBLTUNgstYENI7yRVEfvjpHKMW5J3e0CkDB9xZdw2i1bJSoHniZ2RIspQbZs/LS+ksc8CoIIo1bStCJyESOBUsHG+FSsWEdonXdbUNCA+U06SZhjjI614uBNK/QLAqfp3IyG+UiPf1ZM+gZ6a9SbiIq8ZQ+fSSXgQxcACOv2oEwsMIZ4Ugz0uGQUx0oRQyXVWTHtEEgq6voWZT70Bj1QWfzjNn9dt2bPdzJPaWemqZN+dF8vXWW05dIgK6ATZ6AKV0S2qohqi6Ak9o1f0ZrwYH8an8TUdXTKynQP0D8b3L7WDrLI=</latexit>

ACMB
<latexit sha1_base64="FFZUw6VNnVR+H0kqh84tkoeIUHI=">AAACMXicbVBNSwMxFMzW7/pV9eglWAQPUnZFUG9VQb0IClaFtpRs+tqGZrNL8lYsy179NR7V/6In8epP8GLa7kHbDgSGmfdehvEjKQy67ruTm5qemZ2bX8gvLi2vrBbW1m9NGGsOFR7KUN/7zIAUCiooUMJ9pIEFvoQ7v3va9+8eQBsRqhvsRVAPWFuJluAMrdQo0BrCIw7uJGehBoPnGkClyXEjOb08SdNGoeiW3AHoOPEyUiQZrhqFn1oz5HEACrlkxlQ9N8J6wjQKLiHN12IDEeNd1oaqpYoFYOrJIEFKt63SpK1Q26eQDtS/GwkLjOkFvp0MGHbMqNcXJ3nVGFuH9USoKEZQfPhRK5YUQ9qvhTaFBo6yZwnjWtislHeYZhxteRMz7zYfRGSy+I/D/HnbljfazTip7JWOSt71frF8ktU2TzbJFtkhHjkgZXJBrkiFcPJEnskreXNenA/n0/kajuacbGeD/IPz/Qu4B6xA</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="FFZUw6VNnVR+H0kqh84tkoeIUHI=">AAACMXicbVBNSwMxFMzW7/pV9eglWAQPUnZFUG9VQb0IClaFtpRs+tqGZrNL8lYsy179NR7V/6In8epP8GLa7kHbDgSGmfdehvEjKQy67ruTm5qemZ2bX8gvLi2vrBbW1m9NGGsOFR7KUN/7zIAUCiooUMJ9pIEFvoQ7v3va9+8eQBsRqhvsRVAPWFuJluAMrdQo0BrCIw7uJGehBoPnGkClyXEjOb08SdNGoeiW3AHoOPEyUiQZrhqFn1oz5HEACrlkxlQ9N8J6wjQKLiHN12IDEeNd1oaqpYoFYOrJIEFKt63SpK1Q26eQDtS/GwkLjOkFvp0MGHbMqNcXJ3nVGFuH9USoKEZQfPhRK5YUQ9qvhTaFBo6yZwnjWtislHeYZhxteRMz7zYfRGSy+I/D/HnbljfazTip7JWOSt71frF8ktU2TzbJFtkhHjkgZXJBrkiFcPJEnskreXNenA/n0/kajuacbGeD/IPz/Qu4B6xA</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="FFZUw6VNnVR+H0kqh84tkoeIUHI=">AAACMXicbVBNSwMxFMzW7/pV9eglWAQPUnZFUG9VQb0IClaFtpRs+tqGZrNL8lYsy179NR7V/6In8epP8GLa7kHbDgSGmfdehvEjKQy67ruTm5qemZ2bX8gvLi2vrBbW1m9NGGsOFR7KUN/7zIAUCiooUMJ9pIEFvoQ7v3va9+8eQBsRqhvsRVAPWFuJluAMrdQo0BrCIw7uJGehBoPnGkClyXEjOb08SdNGoeiW3AHoOPEyUiQZrhqFn1oz5HEACrlkxlQ9N8J6wjQKLiHN12IDEeNd1oaqpYoFYOrJIEFKt63SpK1Q26eQDtS/GwkLjOkFvp0MGHbMqNcXJ3nVGFuH9USoKEZQfPhRK5YUQ9qvhTaFBo6yZwnjWtislHeYZhxteRMz7zYfRGSy+I/D/HnbljfazTip7JWOSt71frF8ktU2TzbJFtkhHjkgZXJBrkiFcPJEnskreXNenA/n0/kajuacbGeD/IPz/Qu4B6xA</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="FFZUw6VNnVR+H0kqh84tkoeIUHI=">AAACMXicbVBNSwMxFMzW7/pV9eglWAQPUnZFUG9VQb0IClaFtpRs+tqGZrNL8lYsy179NR7V/6In8epP8GLa7kHbDgSGmfdehvEjKQy67ruTm5qemZ2bX8gvLi2vrBbW1m9NGGsOFR7KUN/7zIAUCiooUMJ9pIEFvoQ7v3va9+8eQBsRqhvsRVAPWFuJluAMrdQo0BrCIw7uJGehBoPnGkClyXEjOb08SdNGoeiW3AHoOPEyUiQZrhqFn1oz5HEACrlkxlQ9N8J6wjQKLiHN12IDEeNd1oaqpYoFYOrJIEFKt63SpK1Q26eQDtS/GwkLjOkFvp0MGHbMqNcXJ3nVGFuH9USoKEZQfPhRK5YUQ9qvhTaFBo6yZwnjWtislHeYZhxteRMz7zYfRGSy+I/D/HnbljfazTip7JWOSt71frF8ktU2TzbJFtkhHjkgZXJBrkiFcPJEnskreXNenA/n0/kajuacbGeD/IPz/Qu4B6xA</latexit>

A
<latexit sha1_base64="2mNubSw8PCIGRzQRugo7tCylolQ=">AAACI3icbVDLSsNAFJ34rPUV69JNsAgupCQiqLuqG5cVjC20pUwmt+3QyYOZm9IS8isu1Y9xJW5c+CVunLZZaNsDA4dz7p17OF4suELb/jJWVtfWNzYLW8Xtnd29ffOg9KSiRDJwWSQi2fCoAsFDcJGjgEYsgQaegLo3uJv49SFIxaPwEccxtAPaC3mXM4pa6pilFsIIp/+kEvwsvck6Ztmu2FNYi8TJSZnkqHXMn5YfsSSAEJmgSjUdO8Z2SiVyJiArthIFMWUD2oOmpiENQLXT6c3MOtGKb3UjqV+I1lT9u5HSQKlx4OnJgGJfzXsTcZnXTLB71U55GCcIIZsd6ibCwsiaFGH5XAJDMdaEMsl1Vov1qaQMdV1LM5/5Qx6rPP5olr+o23Lmu1kk7nnluuI8XJSrt3ltBXJEjskpccglqZJ7UiMuYWREnskreTNejHfjw/icja4Y+c4h+Qfj+xc6+aZi</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="2mNubSw8PCIGRzQRugo7tCylolQ=">AAACI3icbVDLSsNAFJ34rPUV69JNsAgupCQiqLuqG5cVjC20pUwmt+3QyYOZm9IS8isu1Y9xJW5c+CVunLZZaNsDA4dz7p17OF4suELb/jJWVtfWNzYLW8Xtnd29ffOg9KSiRDJwWSQi2fCoAsFDcJGjgEYsgQaegLo3uJv49SFIxaPwEccxtAPaC3mXM4pa6pilFsIIp/+kEvwsvck6Ztmu2FNYi8TJSZnkqHXMn5YfsSSAEJmgSjUdO8Z2SiVyJiArthIFMWUD2oOmpiENQLXT6c3MOtGKb3UjqV+I1lT9u5HSQKlx4OnJgGJfzXsTcZnXTLB71U55GCcIIZsd6ibCwsiaFGH5XAJDMdaEMsl1Vov1qaQMdV1LM5/5Qx6rPP5olr+o23Lmu1kk7nnluuI8XJSrt3ltBXJEjskpccglqZJ7UiMuYWREnskreTNejHfjw/icja4Y+c4h+Qfj+xc6+aZi</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="2mNubSw8PCIGRzQRugo7tCylolQ=">AAACI3icbVDLSsNAFJ34rPUV69JNsAgupCQiqLuqG5cVjC20pUwmt+3QyYOZm9IS8isu1Y9xJW5c+CVunLZZaNsDA4dz7p17OF4suELb/jJWVtfWNzYLW8Xtnd29ffOg9KSiRDJwWSQi2fCoAsFDcJGjgEYsgQaegLo3uJv49SFIxaPwEccxtAPaC3mXM4pa6pilFsIIp/+kEvwsvck6Ztmu2FNYi8TJSZnkqHXMn5YfsSSAEJmgSjUdO8Z2SiVyJiArthIFMWUD2oOmpiENQLXT6c3MOtGKb3UjqV+I1lT9u5HSQKlx4OnJgGJfzXsTcZnXTLB71U55GCcIIZsd6ibCwsiaFGH5XAJDMdaEMsl1Vov1qaQMdV1LM5/5Qx6rPP5olr+o23Lmu1kk7nnluuI8XJSrt3ltBXJEjskpccglqZJ7UiMuYWREnskreTNejHfjw/icja4Y+c4h+Qfj+xc6+aZi</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="2mNubSw8PCIGRzQRugo7tCylolQ=">AAACI3icbVDLSsNAFJ34rPUV69JNsAgupCQiqLuqG5cVjC20pUwmt+3QyYOZm9IS8isu1Y9xJW5c+CVunLZZaNsDA4dz7p17OF4suELb/jJWVtfWNzYLW8Xtnd29ffOg9KSiRDJwWSQi2fCoAsFDcJGjgEYsgQaegLo3uJv49SFIxaPwEccxtAPaC3mXM4pa6pilFsIIp/+kEvwsvck6Ztmu2FNYi8TJSZnkqHXMn5YfsSSAEJmgSjUdO8Z2SiVyJiArthIFMWUD2oOmpiENQLXT6c3MOtGKb3UjqV+I1lT9u5HSQKlx4OnJgGJfzXsTcZnXTLB71U55GCcIIZsd6ibCwsiaFGH5XAJDMdaEMsl1Vov1qaQMdV1LM5/5Qx6rPP5olr+o23Lmu1kk7nnluuI8XJSrt3ltBXJEjskpccglqZJ7UiMuYWREnskreTNejHfjw/icja4Y+c4h+Qfj+xc6+aZi</latexit>

ACMB
<latexit sha1_base64="FFZUw6VNnVR+H0kqh84tkoeIUHI=">AAACMXicbVBNSwMxFMzW7/pV9eglWAQPUnZFUG9VQb0IClaFtpRs+tqGZrNL8lYsy179NR7V/6In8epP8GLa7kHbDgSGmfdehvEjKQy67ruTm5qemZ2bX8gvLi2vrBbW1m9NGGsOFR7KUN/7zIAUCiooUMJ9pIEFvoQ7v3va9+8eQBsRqhvsRVAPWFuJluAMrdQo0BrCIw7uJGehBoPnGkClyXEjOb08SdNGoeiW3AHoOPEyUiQZrhqFn1oz5HEACrlkxlQ9N8J6wjQKLiHN12IDEeNd1oaqpYoFYOrJIEFKt63SpK1Q26eQDtS/GwkLjOkFvp0MGHbMqNcXJ3nVGFuH9USoKEZQfPhRK5YUQ9qvhTaFBo6yZwnjWtislHeYZhxteRMz7zYfRGSy+I/D/HnbljfazTip7JWOSt71frF8ktU2TzbJFtkhHjkgZXJBrkiFcPJEnskreXNenA/n0/kajuacbGeD/IPz/Qu4B6xA</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="FFZUw6VNnVR+H0kqh84tkoeIUHI=">AAACMXicbVBNSwMxFMzW7/pV9eglWAQPUnZFUG9VQb0IClaFtpRs+tqGZrNL8lYsy179NR7V/6In8epP8GLa7kHbDgSGmfdehvEjKQy67ruTm5qemZ2bX8gvLi2vrBbW1m9NGGsOFR7KUN/7zIAUCiooUMJ9pIEFvoQ7v3va9+8eQBsRqhvsRVAPWFuJluAMrdQo0BrCIw7uJGehBoPnGkClyXEjOb08SdNGoeiW3AHoOPEyUiQZrhqFn1oz5HEACrlkxlQ9N8J6wjQKLiHN12IDEeNd1oaqpYoFYOrJIEFKt63SpK1Q26eQDtS/GwkLjOkFvp0MGHbMqNcXJ3nVGFuH9USoKEZQfPhRK5YUQ9qvhTaFBo6yZwnjWtislHeYZhxteRMz7zYfRGSy+I/D/HnbljfazTip7JWOSt71frF8ktU2TzbJFtkhHjkgZXJBrkiFcPJEnskreXNenA/n0/kajuacbGeD/IPz/Qu4B6xA</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="FFZUw6VNnVR+H0kqh84tkoeIUHI=">AAACMXicbVBNSwMxFMzW7/pV9eglWAQPUnZFUG9VQb0IClaFtpRs+tqGZrNL8lYsy179NR7V/6In8epP8GLa7kHbDgSGmfdehvEjKQy67ruTm5qemZ2bX8gvLi2vrBbW1m9NGGsOFR7KUN/7zIAUCiooUMJ9pIEFvoQ7v3va9+8eQBsRqhvsRVAPWFuJluAMrdQo0BrCIw7uJGehBoPnGkClyXEjOb08SdNGoeiW3AHoOPEyUiQZrhqFn1oz5HEACrlkxlQ9N8J6wjQKLiHN12IDEeNd1oaqpYoFYOrJIEFKt63SpK1Q26eQDtS/GwkLjOkFvp0MGHbMqNcXJ3nVGFuH9USoKEZQfPhRK5YUQ9qvhTaFBo6yZwnjWtislHeYZhxteRMz7zYfRGSy+I/D/HnbljfazTip7JWOSt71frF8ktU2TzbJFtkhHjkgZXJBrkiFcPJEnskreXNenA/n0/kajuacbGeD/IPz/Qu4B6xA</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="FFZUw6VNnVR+H0kqh84tkoeIUHI=">AAACMXicbVBNSwMxFMzW7/pV9eglWAQPUnZFUG9VQb0IClaFtpRs+tqGZrNL8lYsy179NR7V/6In8epP8GLa7kHbDgSGmfdehvEjKQy67ruTm5qemZ2bX8gvLi2vrBbW1m9NGGsOFR7KUN/7zIAUCiooUMJ9pIEFvoQ7v3va9+8eQBsRqhvsRVAPWFuJluAMrdQo0BrCIw7uJGehBoPnGkClyXEjOb08SdNGoeiW3AHoOPEyUiQZrhqFn1oz5HEACrlkxlQ9N8J6wjQKLiHN12IDEeNd1oaqpYoFYOrJIEFKt63SpK1Q26eQDtS/GwkLjOkFvp0MGHbMqNcXJ3nVGFuH9USoKEZQfPhRK5YUQ9qvhTaFBo6yZwnjWtislHeYZhxteRMz7zYfRGSy+I/D/HnbljfazTip7JWOSt71frF8ktU2TzbJFtkhHjkgZXJBrkiFcPJEnskreXNenA/n0/kajuacbGeD/IPz/Qu4B6xA</latexit>

A0 ! A
<latexit sha1_base64="IJoDbc12cm/oPrTSJ72yT61ZU54=">AAACMnicbVC7TgJBFJ3FF+ILtbQZJUYLQ3aNidqBNpaYiJAAIbOzF5gw+8jMXYRsqP0aS/VbjJWx9Q9sHGALXyeZ5OSce++cHDeSQqNtv1iZufmFxaXscm5ldW19I7+5davDWHGo8lCGqu4yDVIEUEWBEuqRAua7Empu/3Li1wagtAiDGxxF0PJZNxAdwRkaqZ3fbSIMcXonUeCNk/IBbSrR7SFTKryj5XE7X7CL9hT0L3FSUiApKu38Z9MLeexDgFwyrRuOHWErYQoFlzDONWMNEeN91oWGoQHzQbeSaYQx3TeKRzuhMi9AOlW/byTM13rku2bSZ9jTv72J+J/XiLFz1kpEEMUIAZ991IklxZBOeqGeUMBRjgxhXAmTlfIeU4yjae/fzEfeQEQ6jT+c5c+Ztpzf3fwl1ePiedG5PimULtLasmSH7JFD4pBTUiJXpEKqhJN78kCeyLP1aL1ab9b7bDRjpTvb5Aesjy/dfaxF</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="IJoDbc12cm/oPrTSJ72yT61ZU54=">AAACMnicbVC7TgJBFJ3FF+ILtbQZJUYLQ3aNidqBNpaYiJAAIbOzF5gw+8jMXYRsqP0aS/VbjJWx9Q9sHGALXyeZ5OSce++cHDeSQqNtv1iZufmFxaXscm5ldW19I7+5davDWHGo8lCGqu4yDVIEUEWBEuqRAua7Empu/3Li1wagtAiDGxxF0PJZNxAdwRkaqZ3fbSIMcXonUeCNk/IBbSrR7SFTKryj5XE7X7CL9hT0L3FSUiApKu38Z9MLeexDgFwyrRuOHWErYQoFlzDONWMNEeN91oWGoQHzQbeSaYQx3TeKRzuhMi9AOlW/byTM13rku2bSZ9jTv72J+J/XiLFz1kpEEMUIAZ991IklxZBOeqGeUMBRjgxhXAmTlfIeU4yjae/fzEfeQEQ6jT+c5c+Ztpzf3fwl1ePiedG5PimULtLasmSH7JFD4pBTUiJXpEKqhJN78kCeyLP1aL1ab9b7bDRjpTvb5Aesjy/dfaxF</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="IJoDbc12cm/oPrTSJ72yT61ZU54=">AAACMnicbVC7TgJBFJ3FF+ILtbQZJUYLQ3aNidqBNpaYiJAAIbOzF5gw+8jMXYRsqP0aS/VbjJWx9Q9sHGALXyeZ5OSce++cHDeSQqNtv1iZufmFxaXscm5ldW19I7+5davDWHGo8lCGqu4yDVIEUEWBEuqRAua7Empu/3Li1wagtAiDGxxF0PJZNxAdwRkaqZ3fbSIMcXonUeCNk/IBbSrR7SFTKryj5XE7X7CL9hT0L3FSUiApKu38Z9MLeexDgFwyrRuOHWErYQoFlzDONWMNEeN91oWGoQHzQbeSaYQx3TeKRzuhMi9AOlW/byTM13rku2bSZ9jTv72J+J/XiLFz1kpEEMUIAZ991IklxZBOeqGeUMBRjgxhXAmTlfIeU4yjae/fzEfeQEQ6jT+c5c+Ztpzf3fwl1ePiedG5PimULtLasmSH7JFD4pBTUiJXpEKqhJN78kCeyLP1aL1ab9b7bDRjpTvb5Aesjy/dfaxF</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="IJoDbc12cm/oPrTSJ72yT61ZU54=">AAACMnicbVC7TgJBFJ3FF+ILtbQZJUYLQ3aNidqBNpaYiJAAIbOzF5gw+8jMXYRsqP0aS/VbjJWx9Q9sHGALXyeZ5OSce++cHDeSQqNtv1iZufmFxaXscm5ldW19I7+5davDWHGo8lCGqu4yDVIEUEWBEuqRAua7Empu/3Li1wagtAiDGxxF0PJZNxAdwRkaqZ3fbSIMcXonUeCNk/IBbSrR7SFTKryj5XE7X7CL9hT0L3FSUiApKu38Z9MLeexDgFwyrRuOHWErYQoFlzDONWMNEeN91oWGoQHzQbeSaYQx3TeKRzuhMi9AOlW/byTM13rku2bSZ9jTv72J+J/XiLFz1kpEEMUIAZ991IklxZBOeqGeUMBRjgxhXAmTlfIeU4yjae/fzEfeQEQ6jT+c5c+Ztpzf3fwl1ePiedG5PimULtLasmSH7JFD4pBTUiJXpEKqhJN78kCeyLP1aL1ab9b7bDRjpTvb5Aesjy/dfaxF</latexit>

!
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FIG. 1. Illustration of our mechanism. The decays of an un-
stable relic, a, which may constitute dark matter, produce
a non-thermal population of soft massive dark photons, A

0

(blue). At some z
res

—after recombination but before the red-
shift relevant for the 21 cm absorption signal—a fraction of
these dark photons is resonantly converted into ordinary pho-
tons (red). The latter add to the CMB photon count (green)
in the RJ tail, resulting in a more negative 1�T

CMB

/Ts tem-
perature contrast.

they would modify the Hubble expansion rate, a↵ect the
outcome of Big Bang Nucleosynthesis (BBN), and mod-
ify the statistics of the CMB angular anisotropy patterns.
The resulting constraint, purely for historical reasons, is
phrased in terms of the number of e↵ective neutrino de-
grees of freedom which, according to the latest observa-
tional bounds, Neff = 3.04 ± 0.33 [3], is consistent with
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the expectations of the standard cosmology. Non-thermal
Dark Radiation (DR) is considered in the literature less
often, although many processes occurring solely in the
dark sector may lead to its appearance.

In recent papers [9, 10], interacting DR was examined
in the regime where the individual quanta are much fewer
in number but much harder in frequency than the typical
CMB photons, !

DR

� !
CMB

; n
DR

⌧ n
CMB

, but such
that the Neff constraint is satisfied. This type of DR
may arise as a consequence of the late decays or annihi-
lations of massive DM particles. In this paper we study
the alternative, a much softer than CMB, but more nu-
merous DR quanta,
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tot

. (1)

In this formula, ⇢
tot

stands for the total energy density
of radiation and DM, n

DR

is the number density of DR
quanta, while n

RJ

represents the low-energy Rayleigh-
Jeans (RJ) tail of the standard CMB Planck distribution,
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where we find it convenient to define the normalized
photon frequency, x ⌘ !/T

CMB

, which is redshift-
independent. In this formula, n

CMB

= 2⇣(3)/⇡2 T 3

CMB

'
0.24T 3

CMB

is the full Planckian number density, while
x

max

= !
max

/T
CMB

is a (somewhat arbitrary) maximum
frequency of the low-energy RJ interval, x

max

⌧ 1. If
for example we take x

max

= 2 ⇥ 10�3, then we find
n

RJ

/n
CMB

' 10�6. It is easy to see that the number
density of DR quanta may indeed significantly exceed
n

RJ

. Saturating the constraint on Neff for the DR that
matches the CMB frequencies with x

max

⇠ 2 ⇥ 10�3, or
alternatively letting ⇠ 5% of DM energy density [11, 12]
be converted to DR in the same frequency range after
the CMB decoupling, we arrive at the maximum number
densities given by

n
DR

 1.5 ⇥ 102 n
CMB

, early DR with �N
e↵

= 0.5 ;

n
DR

 3.3 ⇥ 105 n
CMB

, late decay of 0.05 ⇢
DM

. (3)

Thus, soft DR quanta have a potential to outnumber the
RJ CMB photons by up to ⇠ 11 orders of magnitude.

What are the observational consequence of such soft
and numerous DR? Very light fields often have their in-
teractions enhanced (suppressed) at high (low) energies.
This is the case for neutrinos, that have Fermi-type in-
teractions with atomic constituents, as well as of axions
that have e↵ective dimension 5 interactions with fermions
and gauge bosons. This type of DR would be impossible
or very di�cult to see directly. There is, however, one
class of new fields comprising DR that can manifest their
interactions at low energies and low densities. These are
light vector particles (often called dark photons), A0, that

develop mixing angles with ordinary photons, ✏F 0
µ⌫Fµ⌫

[13]. The apparent number counts of the CMB radiation
can be modified by photon/dark photon oscillations:

dnA

d!
! dnA

d!
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d!
⇥ PA0!A , (4)

where PA!A = 1 � PA!A0 is the photon survival prob-
ability, while PA0!A is the probability of A0 ! A oscil-
lation. Previously the constraints on the {mA0 , ✏} pa-
rameter space were derived [14, 15] using COBE-FIRAS
data [16] (that is, considering the depletion of CMB pho-
tons due to the first term in eq. (4)). The point of the
present paper is that the RJ tail of the CMB can get
a significant boost due to the second term in (4) with-
out contradicting the COBE measurement. While the
reliable extraction of the primordial contribution to the
RJ tail is challenging due to significant foregrounds, the
physics of the 21 cm line can provide a useful tool to probe
DR through the apparent modification of the low-energy
tail of the CMB.

The EDGES experiment has recently presented a ten-
tative detection of the 21 cm absorption signal coming
from the interval of redshifts z = 15 � 20 [17]. The
strength of the absorption signal is expected to be pro-
portional to 1 � T

CMB

/Ts [18], where T
CMB

counts the
number of CMB photons interacting with the two-level
hydrogen hyperfine system, and Ts is the spin tempera-
ture. The relevant photon energy is !

0

= 5.9 µeV, and
photons with this energy at the redshift of z = 17 reside
deep within the RJ tail, x

0

⌘ !
0

/T
CMB

= 1.4 ⇥ 10�3.
This corresponds to much lower energy than direct mea-
surements such as COBE-FIRAS, that measures above
x = 0.23 [16], and ARCADE 2, which probes as low
as x = 0.053 (and finds an excess above the CMB pre-
diction) [19]. There are also earlier measurements that
constrain x ⇠ 0.02 � 0.04, although with larger uncer-
tainties [20, 21].

The locations of the left and right boundaries of the
claimed EDGES signal agree rather well with standard
cosmological expectations, but the amount of absorption
seems to indicate a more negative 1� T

CMB

/Ts temper-
ature contrast than expected. Given that the spin tem-
perature Ts cannot drop below the baryon temperature
Tb, a naive interpretation of this result could consist in
lower-than-expected Tb, or higher T

CMB

. Together with
related prior work [22, 23], a number of possible mod-
els were suggested [24–28], most of which have di�culty
to pass other constraints, [29–34]. The mechanism that
we point out, oscillation of non-thermal DR into visible
photons, can accommodate the EDGES result without
being challenged by other constraints. In the rest of this
paper, we provide more details on the suggested mecha-
nism, and identify the region of parameter space where
21 cm physics can provide the most sensitive probe of
DR.
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, which is redshift-
independent. In this formula, n

CMB

= 2⇣(3)/⇡2 T 3

CMB

'
0.24T 3

CMB

is the full Planckian number density, while
x
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= !
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CMB

is a (somewhat arbitrary) maximum
frequency of the low-energy RJ interval, x

max

⌧ 1. If
for example we take x

max

= 2 ⇥ 10�3, then we find
n

RJ

/n
CMB

' 10�6. It is easy to see that the number
density of DR quanta may indeed significantly exceed
n

RJ

. Saturating the constraint on Neff for the DR that
matches the CMB frequencies with x

max

⇠ 2 ⇥ 10�3, or
alternatively letting ⇠ 5% of DM energy density [11, 12]
be converted to DR in the same frequency range after
the CMB decoupling, we arrive at the maximum number
densities given by

n
DR

 1.5 ⇥ 102 n
CMB

, early DR with �N
e↵

= 0.5 ;

n
DR

 3.3 ⇥ 105 n
CMB

, late decay of 0.05 ⇢
DM

. (3)

Thus, soft DR quanta have a potential to outnumber the
RJ CMB photons by up to ⇠ 11 orders of magnitude.

What are the observational consequence of such soft
and numerous DR? Very light fields often have their in-
teractions enhanced (suppressed) at high (low) energies.
This is the case for neutrinos, that have Fermi-type in-
teractions with atomic constituents, as well as of axions
that have e↵ective dimension 5 interactions with fermions
and gauge bosons. This type of DR would be impossible
or very di�cult to see directly. There is, however, one
class of new fields comprising DR that can manifest their
interactions at low energies and low densities. These are
light vector particles (often called dark photons), A0, that

develop mixing angles with ordinary photons, ✏F 0
µ⌫Fµ⌫

[13]. The apparent number counts of the CMB radiation
can be modified by photon/dark photon oscillations:

dnA

d!
! dnA

d!
⇥ PA!A +

dnA0

d!
⇥ PA0!A , (4)

where PA!A = 1 � PA!A0 is the photon survival prob-
ability, while PA0!A is the probability of A0 ! A oscil-
lation. Previously the constraints on the {mA0 , ✏} pa-
rameter space were derived [14, 15] using COBE-FIRAS
data [16] (that is, considering the depletion of CMB pho-
tons due to the first term in eq. (4)). The point of the
present paper is that the RJ tail of the CMB can get
a significant boost due to the second term in (4) with-
out contradicting the COBE measurement. While the
reliable extraction of the primordial contribution to the
RJ tail is challenging due to significant foregrounds, the
physics of the 21 cm line can provide a useful tool to probe
DR through the apparent modification of the low-energy
tail of the CMB.

The EDGES experiment has recently presented a ten-
tative detection of the 21 cm absorption signal coming
from the interval of redshifts z = 15 � 20 [17]. The
strength of the absorption signal is expected to be pro-
portional to 1 � T

CMB

/Ts [18], where T
CMB

counts the
number of CMB photons interacting with the two-level
hydrogen hyperfine system, and Ts is the spin tempera-
ture. The relevant photon energy is !

0

= 5.9 µeV, and
photons with this energy at the redshift of z = 17 reside
deep within the RJ tail, x

0

⌘ !
0

/T
CMB

= 1.4 ⇥ 10�3.
This corresponds to much lower energy than direct mea-
surements such as COBE-FIRAS, that measures above
x = 0.23 [16], and ARCADE 2, which probes as low
as x = 0.053 (and finds an excess above the CMB pre-
diction) [19]. There are also earlier measurements that
constrain x ⇠ 0.02 � 0.04, although with larger uncer-
tainties [20, 21].

The locations of the left and right boundaries of the
claimed EDGES signal agree rather well with standard
cosmological expectations, but the amount of absorption
seems to indicate a more negative 1� T

CMB

/Ts temper-
ature contrast than expected. Given that the spin tem-
perature Ts cannot drop below the baryon temperature
Tb, a naive interpretation of this result could consist in
lower-than-expected Tb, or higher T

CMB

. Together with
related prior work [22, 23], a number of possible mod-
els were suggested [24–28], most of which have di�culty
to pass other constraints, [29–34]. The mechanism that
we point out, oscillation of non-thermal DR into visible
photons, can accommodate the EDGES result without
being challenged by other constraints. In the rest of this
paper, we provide more details on the suggested mecha-
nism, and identify the region of parameter space where
21 cm physics can provide the most sensitive probe of
DR.



Dark Radiation?
• ”Dark radiation” existed in the form of neutrinos. At the time of the 

matter-radiation equality, about 40% of radiation energy density was 
encapsulated by neutrinos, and is fully captured by both BBN and 
CMB.

• New radiation like degrees of freedom (pDR = 1/3 rDR) are limited by 
Neff. SM predicts 3.04. Current limit is 3.04 +/- 0.3. Strong constraint 
on fully thermalized species. 

• New DR? If not interacting with the SM – only through Neff. However, 
if there is interaction, we have additional ways of probing DR. 

• I am going to explore

• Before Planck, DR has been invoked as a remedy for D Neff >0; It’s 
been speculated that 10% of DMàDR decay is responsible for H0
tension (Berezhiani et al, 2015).
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Example model we consider
• Light DM a, decaying to two dark photons via and ALP coupling: 

• Dark photon mixes with EM via “familiar’ kinetic mixing

“direct” decay of DM into photons is very constrained. fa is limited 
above 1010 GeV (and e.g. ta > 1020 tU)

3

FIG. 2. Left panel. E↵ective photon mass as function of redshift. In the region marked with diagonal green lines the resonant
oscillation of dark photons into regular photons can modify the 21 cm absorption signal relative to the CMB at z ⇠ 17. Right
panel. Conversion probability as a function of redshift, in the limit PA0!A ⌧ 1 (for large enough ✏ the probability saturates,
PA0!A ⇡ 1). We consider photons with energy x = !/TCMB = 1.4 ⇥ 10�3, which implies a wavelength of 21 cm at z = 17.
The vertical blue band in the two graphs covers the region 15 <⇠ z

<⇠ 20, corresponding to the width of the 21 cm absorption
signal measured by the EDGES experiment. Photons with x ⇠ 10�3 that are injected in the gray region, z >⇠ 1700, are rapidly
absorbed by the plasma.

Decay of unstable relics into dark radiation: The
framework described in the introduction allows for sig-
nificant flexibility with respect to the actual source of
non-thermal soft DR. To give a concrete realization of
the proposed mechanism to increase n

RJ

, we specify a
model of unstable scalar particles, a, that couple to dark
dark photons via an e↵ective dimension five operator,

L =
1

2
(@µa)2 � m2

a

2
a2 +

a

4fa
F 0

µ⌫ F̃
0µ⌫ + LAA0 , (5)

where F̃ 0
µ⌫ = 1

2

✏µ⌫⇢�F⇢�, and the last term describes the
photon-dark photon Lagrangian with corresponding mass
and mixing terms for A0:
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2
Fµ⌫F 0
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m2

A0(A0
µ)

2 . (6)

We assume that an initial relic abundance of a is present.
The cosmology of a is model-dependent, but to keep our
discussion general we leave the study of a production for
future work.

The decay rate of a ! 2A0 is

�a =
m3

a

64⇡f2

a

=
3 ⇥ 10�4

⌧
U

⇣ ma

10�4 eV

⌘
3

✓
100GeV

fa

◆
2

. (7)

The lifetime, ⌧a = 1/�a, can be either much longer or
much shorter than the present age of the Universe, ⌧

U

⇡
13.8 ⇥ 109 y, depending on the choice of parameters in
(5).

For the case of short lifetimes, ⌧a ⌧ ⌧
U

, we require
that the mass of a is such that at the time of decay, �a ⇠

H(T ), the energy of the resulting A0 matches the CMB
energy in the RJ tail, x ⇠ 10�3. Here, H(T ) is the Hub-
ble expansion rate as a function of photon temperature.
Assuming decays during radiation domination, this con-

dition amounts to g
1/4

⇤ fa ⇠ 105 � 106 GeV(ma/GeV)1/2,
in terms of parameters in (5), where g⇤ is the e↵ective
number of degrees of freedom. If this condition is sat-
isfied, the decays of a to A0 can happen arbitrary early,
but the energy of the A0 still approximately match RJ
photons.

The case of a cosmologically long-lived particle, ⌧a �
⌧
U

, is especially attractive as a can also naturally serve as
DM. For the remainder of this paper, we will concentrate
on this possibility. If the mass of a falls in the range
10�5 eV < ma < 10�1 eV, its decay can create significant
modifications to the RJ tail of the CMB spectrum via
A0 ! A oscillations. It is worth noting that this overlaps
the mass range often invoked for axion DM.

A0 $ A oscillations and constraints: All constraints
on parameters of (5) and (6) can be divided into two
groups: those that decouple as mA0 ! 0, and those that
persist even in the limit of a massless dark photon. The
stellar energy loss constraint due to A0a pair production
is in this second category, as the in-medium transverse
modes of photons can decay via A⇤

T ! A0a even in the
mA0 ! 0 limit. We calculate the approximate emission
rate to be

QA⇤!A0a =
✏2m4

AnT

96⇡f2

a

, (8)
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Constraints from stellar `cooling`
• Direct production of dark photons is suppressed by (mA’/mA)2. 

• g* à to aA’ production is possible due to combination of e and f-1. 

• A* A’ A’

• a

• One can normalize it on known cases of g* à to nn decays due to a 
possible neutrino magnetic moment, Q = 

• Resulting bound: 

(with f ’s in the weak scale range, e can be as large as 10-7.)
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FIG. 2. Left panel. E↵ective photon mass as function of redshift. In the region marked with diagonal green lines the resonant
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signal measured by the EDGES experiment. Photons with x ⇠ 10�3 that are injected in the gray region, z >⇠ 1700, are rapidly
absorbed by the plasma.

Decay of unstable relics into dark radiation: The
framework described in the introduction allows for sig-
nificant flexibility with respect to the actual source of
non-thermal soft DR. To give a concrete realization of
the proposed mechanism to increase n

RJ

, we specify a
model of unstable scalar particles, a, that couple to dark
dark photons via an e↵ective dimension five operator,

L =
1

2
(@µa)2 � m2

a

2
a2 +

a

4fa
F 0

µ⌫ F̃
0µ⌫ + LAA0 , (5)

where F̃ 0
µ⌫ = 1

2

✏µ⌫⇢�F⇢�, and the last term describes the
photon-dark photon Lagrangian with corresponding mass
and mixing terms for A0:

LAA0 = �1

4
F 2

µ⌫�1

4
(F 0

µ⌫)
2� ✏

2
Fµ⌫F 0

µ⌫+
1

2
m2

A0(A0
µ)

2 . (6)

We assume that an initial relic abundance of a is present.
The cosmology of a is model-dependent, but to keep our
discussion general we leave the study of a production for
future work.

The decay rate of a ! 2A0 is

�a =
m3

a

64⇡f2

a

=
3 ⇥ 10�4

⌧
U

⇣ ma

10�4 eV

⌘
3

✓
100GeV

fa

◆
2

. (7)

The lifetime, ⌧a = 1/�a, can be either much longer or
much shorter than the present age of the Universe, ⌧

U

⇡
13.8 ⇥ 109 y, depending on the choice of parameters in
(5).

For the case of short lifetimes, ⌧a ⌧ ⌧
U

, we require
that the mass of a is such that at the time of decay, �a ⇠

H(T ), the energy of the resulting A0 matches the CMB
energy in the RJ tail, x ⇠ 10�3. Here, H(T ) is the Hub-
ble expansion rate as a function of photon temperature.
Assuming decays during radiation domination, this con-

dition amounts to g
1/4

⇤ fa ⇠ 105 � 106 GeV(ma/GeV)1/2,
in terms of parameters in (5), where g⇤ is the e↵ective
number of degrees of freedom. If this condition is sat-
isfied, the decays of a to A0 can happen arbitrary early,
but the energy of the A0 still approximately match RJ
photons.

The case of a cosmologically long-lived particle, ⌧a �
⌧
U

, is especially attractive as a can also naturally serve as
DM. For the remainder of this paper, we will concentrate
on this possibility. If the mass of a falls in the range
10�5 eV < ma < 10�1 eV, its decay can create significant
modifications to the RJ tail of the CMB spectrum via
A0 ! A oscillations. It is worth noting that this overlaps
the mass range often invoked for axion DM.

A0 $ A oscillations and constraints: All constraints
on parameters of (5) and (6) can be divided into two
groups: those that decouple as mA0 ! 0, and those that
persist even in the limit of a massless dark photon. The
stellar energy loss constraint due to A0a pair production
is in this second category, as the in-medium transverse
modes of photons can decay via A⇤

T ! A0a even in the
mA0 ! 0 limit. We calculate the approximate emission
rate to be

QA⇤!A0a =
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FIG. 3. Left panel. We show the values of the DM mass ma that are relevant for 21 cm, as a function of the dark photon
mass (bottom axis) or, equivalently, as a function of resonant redshift z

res

(top axis). In the red region, ma/TCMB

< 2xmin

21

,
implying that the produced photons are too soft to impact 21 cm. In the region above the purple line, DM is heavy enough
that it produces photons at the energies measured precisely by COBE-FIRAS, implying a tight constraint (depending on ✏ and
the a-lifetime). Note that the region delineated by the dotted purple line corresponds to resonant conversion after the redshift
relevant for the 21 cm absorption signal. The vertical orange band shows the region of dark photon mass constrained by black
hole superradiance [35]. The blue star corresponds to the benchmark case (z

res

= 500, ma = 10�3 eV) further explored in
the rest of the figures. Right panel. Comparison between the RJ tail of the CMB (orange) and the energy spectrum of the
photon population generated from the resonant oscillation (solid black). In our benchmark example the resonance took place
at z

res

= 500, and we assume the decaying particle with mass ma = 10�3 eV and lifetime ⌧a = 100⇥ ⌧

U

constitutes the whole
DM in the Universe. For comparison, we also show–rescaled by a factor 10�4–the original number density distribution of dark
photon before resonant oscillation (dotted black). The spectra are plotted as a function of the redshift-independent variable
x = !/T

CMB

, and therefore apply to all redshifts z < z
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. We choose ✏ = 2.1 ⇥ 10�7, such that the number of photons is
doubled in the window x
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where nT is the number density of transverse plasmons
(photons) and mA is the standard plasma frequency,
m2

A = 4⇡↵ne/me. Observing that it has the same
scaling as the emission rate for a pair of Dirac neu-
trinos due to their magnetic moment µ, QA⇤!⌫⌫̄ =
µ2m4

AnT (24⇡)�1 [36, 37], we recast the corresponding
bound µ  3 ⇥ 10�12(e/2me) [38] to obtain

✏ ⇥ f�1

a < 2 ⇥ 10�9 ⇥ GeV�1 . (9)

In addition, the ✏-parameter is limited via A ! A0

oscillations [39], and depends rather sensitively on mA0 .
Stellar energy losses via these oscillations are important
only for the higher mass range of A0, mA0 > 10�5 eV, as
the emission is suppressed by m2

A0/m2

A inside stars, which
is a small parameter [40, 41]. Cosmological A $ A0 os-
cillations may be significant if the resonant condition is
met, mA0 = mA(z), where mA(z) is the plasma mass of
photons at redshift z [14, 15]. In the course of cosmologi-

cal evolution mA(z) ' 1.7⇥10�14 eV⇥ (1+z)3/2X
1/2

e (z)
scans many orders of magnitude; Xe is the free electron
fraction that we take from [15]. For any mA0 in the range
10�14 � 10�9 eV, the resonance happens at some red-
shift, z

res

, within the cosmic dark ages, see the left panel
of Fig. 2. The resonance ensures that the probability of

oscillation is much larger than the vacuum value of ✏2.
Following [14, 42], we take it to be

PA!A0 = PA0!A =
⇡✏2m2

A0

!
⇥
����
d logm2

A

dt

����
�1

. (10)

We remark that this expression is valid only in the limit
PA0!A ⌧ 1. For large ✏ the probability saturates, and
in such cases we use its full expression. We notice that
the probability of oscillation for RJ photons, x ⇠ 10�3,
can be three orders of magnitude larger than for photons
with x ⇠ 1, due to the !�1 dependence. The redshift
dependence of (10) is shown in the right panel of Fig. 2,
assuming a dark photon energy that is relevant for 21 cm,
x

0

= 1.4 ⇥ 10�3.

Dark age resonance and EDGES signal: For z
abs


1700, the Universe becomes transparent to photons that
are converted into the RJ tail of the CMB, x ⇠ 10�3,
whereas for z > z

abs

these soft photons are e�ciently
absorbed [43]. Therefore, only dark photons with mA <
mA0(z

abs

) ' 10�9 eV—possibly injected at a much ear-
lier epoch—will yield excess radiation at 21 cm. Focusing
on a mono-chromatic injection of A0 with cosmologically
long lifetime ⌧a > ⌧U , the energy spectrum at redshift z
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Why simpler model aà2photons does not 
work

(Fraser et al).

Take a simple axion-type model:

Limits of 109 GeV come from stellar energy losses + direct constraint on 
the coupling by CAST experiment at CERN.  

But a à 2 A’ à 2 photons may (and will) work due to a large 
enhancement in the A’àA oscillations during propagation due to a 
resonance.

3

FIG. 2. Left panel. E↵ective photon mass as function of redshift. In the region marked with diagonal green lines the resonant
oscillation of dark photons into regular photons can modify the 21 cm absorption signal relative to the CMB at z ⇠ 17. Right
panel. Conversion probability as a function of redshift, in the limit PA0!A ⌧ 1 (for large enough ✏ the probability saturates,
PA0!A ⇡ 1). We consider photons with energy x = !/TCMB = 1.4 ⇥ 10�3, which implies a wavelength of 21 cm at z = 17.
The vertical blue band in the two graphs covers the region 15 <⇠ z

<⇠ 20, corresponding to the width of the 21 cm absorption
signal measured by the EDGES experiment. Photons with x ⇠ 10�3 that are injected in the gray region, z >⇠ 1700, are rapidly
absorbed by the plasma.

Decay of unstable relics into dark radiation: The
framework described in the introduction allows for sig-
nificant flexibility with respect to the actual source of
non-thermal soft DR. To give a concrete realization of
the proposed mechanism to increase n

RJ

, we specify a
model of unstable scalar particles, a, that couple to dark
dark photons via an e↵ective dimension five operator,

L =
1

2
(@µa)2 � m2

a

2
a2 +

a

4fa
F 0

µ⌫ F̃
0µ⌫ + LAA0 , (5)

where F̃ 0
µ⌫ = 1

2

✏µ⌫⇢�F⇢�, and the last term describes the
photon-dark photon Lagrangian with corresponding mass
and mixing terms for A0:

LAA0 = �1
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2
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A0(A0
µ)

2 . (6)

We assume that an initial relic abundance of a is present.
The cosmology of a is model-dependent, but to keep our
discussion general we leave the study of a production for
future work.

The decay rate of a ! 2A0 is

�a =
m3

a

64⇡f2

a

=
3 ⇥ 10�4

⌧
U

⇣ ma

10�4 eV

⌘
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✓
100GeV
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◆
2

. (7)

The lifetime, ⌧a = 1/�a, can be either much longer or
much shorter than the present age of the Universe, ⌧

U

⇡
13.8 ⇥ 109 y, depending on the choice of parameters in
(5).

For the case of short lifetimes, ⌧a ⌧ ⌧
U

, we require
that the mass of a is such that at the time of decay, �a ⇠

H(T ), the energy of the resulting A0 matches the CMB
energy in the RJ tail, x ⇠ 10�3. Here, H(T ) is the Hub-
ble expansion rate as a function of photon temperature.
Assuming decays during radiation domination, this con-

dition amounts to g
1/4

⇤ fa ⇠ 105 � 106 GeV(ma/GeV)1/2,
in terms of parameters in (5), where g⇤ is the e↵ective
number of degrees of freedom. If this condition is sat-
isfied, the decays of a to A0 can happen arbitrary early,
but the energy of the A0 still approximately match RJ
photons.

The case of a cosmologically long-lived particle, ⌧a �
⌧
U

, is especially attractive as a can also naturally serve as
DM. For the remainder of this paper, we will concentrate
on this possibility. If the mass of a falls in the range
10�5 eV < ma < 10�1 eV, its decay can create significant
modifications to the RJ tail of the CMB spectrum via
A0 ! A oscillations. It is worth noting that this overlaps
the mass range often invoked for axion DM.

A0 $ A oscillations and constraints: All constraints
on parameters of (5) and (6) can be divided into two
groups: those that decouple as mA0 ! 0, and those that
persist even in the limit of a massless dark photon. The
stellar energy loss constraint due to A0a pair production
is in this second category, as the in-medium transverse
modes of photons can decay via A⇤

T ! A0a even in the
mA0 ! 0 limit. We calculate the approximate emission
rate to be

QA⇤!A0a =
✏2m4

AnT

96⇡f2

a

, (8)
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We assume that an initial relic abundance of a is present.
The cosmology of a is model-dependent, but to keep our
discussion general we leave the study of a production for
future work.
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The lifetime, ⌧a = 1/�a, can be either much longer or
much shorter than the present age of the Universe, ⌧

U

⇡
13.8 ⇥ 109 y, depending on the choice of parameters in
(5).

For the case of short lifetimes, ⌧a ⌧ ⌧
U

, we require
that the mass of a is such that at the time of decay, �a ⇠

H(T ), the energy of the resulting A0 matches the CMB
energy in the RJ tail, x ⇠ 10�3. Here, H(T ) is the Hub-
ble expansion rate as a function of photon temperature.
Assuming decays during radiation domination, this con-

dition amounts to g
1/4

⇤ fa ⇠ 105 � 106 GeV(ma/GeV)1/2,
in terms of parameters in (5), where g⇤ is the e↵ective
number of degrees of freedom. If this condition is sat-
isfied, the decays of a to A0 can happen arbitrary early,
but the energy of the A0 still approximately match RJ
photons.

The case of a cosmologically long-lived particle, ⌧a �
⌧
U

, is especially attractive as a can also naturally serve as
DM. For the remainder of this paper, we will concentrate
on this possibility. If the mass of a falls in the range
10�5 eV < ma < 10�1 eV, its decay can create significant
modifications to the RJ tail of the CMB spectrum via
A0 ! A oscillations. It is worth noting that this overlaps
the mass range often invoked for axion DM.

A0 $ A oscillations and constraints: All constraints
on parameters of (5) and (6) can be divided into two
groups: those that decouple as mA0 ! 0, and those that
persist even in the limit of a massless dark photon. The
stellar energy loss constraint due to A0a pair production
is in this second category, as the in-medium transverse
modes of photons can decay via A⇤

T ! A0a even in the
mA0 ! 0 limit. We calculate the approximate emission
rate to be
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Photon-dark photon mixing
• Polarization operator matrix P for A-A’ system.

• e Fµn Fµn’  à e mA’
2 AµAµ’   is the first step on-shell reduction.

• “Effective mass” matrix P for A-A’ system.

wpl
2(z)           e mA’

2 Effective mixing

e mA’
2 mA’

2 e mA’
2 /(mA’

2 -wpl
2(z)) 

wpl << mA’ , vacuum oscillation,  qeff = e (and w2
pl = 4pa ne / me)

wpl >> mA’ , in-medium oscillations, qeff = e × (mA’
2/ wpl

2(z))

Resonance occur when mA’ = wpl (z)



Resonant oscillations
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FIG. 3. Left panel. We show the values of the DM mass ma that are relevant for 21 cm, as a function of the dark photon
mass (bottom axis) or, equivalently, as a function of resonant redshift z

res

(top axis). In the red region, ma/TCMB

< 2xmin

21

,
implying that the produced photons are too soft to impact 21 cm. In the region above the purple line, DM is heavy enough
that it produces photons at the energies measured precisely by COBE-FIRAS, implying a tight constraint (depending on ✏ and
the a-lifetime). Note that the region delineated by the dotted purple line corresponds to resonant conversion after the redshift
relevant for the 21 cm absorption signal. The vertical orange band shows the region of dark photon mass constrained by black
hole superradiance [35]. The blue star corresponds to the benchmark case (z

res

= 500, ma = 10�3 eV) further explored in
the rest of the figures. Right panel. Comparison between the RJ tail of the CMB (orange) and the energy spectrum of the
photon population generated from the resonant oscillation (solid black). In our benchmark example the resonance took place
at z

res

= 500, and we assume the decaying particle with mass ma = 10�3 eV and lifetime ⌧a = 100⇥ ⌧

U

constitutes the whole
DM in the Universe. For comparison, we also show–rescaled by a factor 10�4–the original number density distribution of dark
photon before resonant oscillation (dotted black). The spectra are plotted as a function of the redshift-independent variable
x = !/T

CMB

, and therefore apply to all redshifts z < z

res

. We choose ✏ = 2.1 ⇥ 10�7, such that the number of photons is
doubled in the window x

min

21

< x < x

max

21

.

where nT is the number density of transverse plasmons
(photons) and mA is the standard plasma frequency,
m2

A = 4⇡↵ne/me. Observing that it has the same
scaling as the emission rate for a pair of Dirac neu-
trinos due to their magnetic moment µ, QA⇤!⌫⌫̄ =
µ2m4

AnT (24⇡)�1 [36, 37], we recast the corresponding
bound µ  3 ⇥ 10�12(e/2me) [38] to obtain

✏ ⇥ f�1

a < 2 ⇥ 10�9 ⇥ GeV�1 . (9)

In addition, the ✏-parameter is limited via A ! A0

oscillations [39], and depends rather sensitively on mA0 .
Stellar energy losses via these oscillations are important
only for the higher mass range of A0, mA0 > 10�5 eV, as
the emission is suppressed by m2

A0/m2

A inside stars, which
is a small parameter [40, 41]. Cosmological A $ A0 os-
cillations may be significant if the resonant condition is
met, mA0 = mA(z), where mA(z) is the plasma mass of
photons at redshift z [14, 15]. In the course of cosmologi-

cal evolution mA(z) ' 1.7⇥10�14 eV⇥ (1+z)3/2X
1/2

e (z)
scans many orders of magnitude; Xe is the free electron
fraction that we take from [15]. For any mA0 in the range
10�14 � 10�9 eV, the resonance happens at some red-
shift, z

res

, within the cosmic dark ages, see the left panel
of Fig. 2. The resonance ensures that the probability of

oscillation is much larger than the vacuum value of ✏2.
Following [14, 42], we take it to be

PA!A0 = PA0!A =
⇡✏2m2

A0
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d logm2
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. (10)

We remark that this expression is valid only in the limit
PA0!A ⌧ 1. For large ✏ the probability saturates, and
in such cases we use its full expression. We notice that
the probability of oscillation for RJ photons, x ⇠ 10�3,
can be three orders of magnitude larger than for photons
with x ⇠ 1, due to the !�1 dependence. The redshift
dependence of (10) is shown in the right panel of Fig. 2,
assuming a dark photon energy that is relevant for 21 cm,
x

0

= 1.4 ⇥ 10�3.

Dark age resonance and EDGES signal: For z
abs


1700, the Universe becomes transparent to photons that
are converted into the RJ tail of the CMB, x ⇠ 10�3,
whereas for z > z

abs

these soft photons are e�ciently
absorbed [43]. Therefore, only dark photons with mA <
mA0(z

abs

) ' 10�9 eV—possibly injected at a much ear-
lier epoch—will yield excess radiation at 21 cm. Focusing
on a mono-chromatic injection of A0 with cosmologically
long lifetime ⌧a > ⌧U , the energy spectrum at redshift z

Considered in detail by Mirrizzi, Redondo, Sigl, 2009 (This is in the 
limit P<<1. For neutrino experts, this corresponds to MSW type 
oscillation with large degree of non-adiabaticity. Treated using the so-
called Landau-Zenner approach, see e.g. S. Parke, 1986 ) 
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where nT is the number density of transverse plasmons
(photons) and mA is the standard plasma frequency,
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Stellar energy losses via these oscillations are important
only for the higher mass range of A0, mA0 > 10�5 eV, as
the emission is suppressed by m2
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A inside stars, which
is a small parameter [40, 41]. Cosmological A $ A0 os-
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met, mA0 = mA(z), where mA(z) is the plasma mass of
photons at redshift z [14, 15]. In the course of cosmologi-

cal evolution mA(z) ' 1.7⇥10�14 eV⇥ (1+z)3/2X
1/2

e (z)
scans many orders of magnitude; Xe is the free electron
fraction that we take from [15]. For any mA0 in the range
10�14 � 10�9 eV, the resonance happens at some red-
shift, z

res

, within the cosmic dark ages, see the left panel
of Fig. 2. The resonance ensures that the probability of

oscillation is much larger than the vacuum value of ✏2.
Following [14, 42], we take it to be

PA!A0 = PA0!A =
⇡✏2m2

A0

!
⇥
����
d logm2

A

dt

����
�1

. (10)

We remark that this expression is valid only in the limit
PA0!A ⌧ 1. For large ✏ the probability saturates, and
in such cases we use its full expression. We notice that
the probability of oscillation for RJ photons, x ⇠ 10�3,
can be three orders of magnitude larger than for photons
with x ⇠ 1, due to the !�1 dependence. The redshift
dependence of (10) is shown in the right panel of Fig. 2,
assuming a dark photon energy that is relevant for 21 cm,
x

0

= 1.4 ⇥ 10�3.

Dark age resonance and EDGES signal: For z
abs


1700, the Universe becomes transparent to photons that
are converted into the RJ tail of the CMB, x ⇠ 10�3,
whereas for z > z

abs

these soft photons are e�ciently
absorbed [43]. Therefore, only dark photons with mA <
mA0(z

abs

) ' 10�9 eV—possibly injected at a much ear-
lier epoch—will yield excess radiation at 21 cm. Focusing
on a mono-chromatic injection of A0 with cosmologically
long lifetime ⌧a > ⌧U , the energy spectrum at redshift z

Most importantly, P ~ e 2×1010, not P ~ e 2 ! 



Number of CMB photons can be drastically 
increased at a given redshift
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resonance:
m�d = 2.1⇥ 10�13 eV
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Important points:
• DM à gg idea (to e.g. double RJ photon counts) would not work: 

once the stellar constraints are implemented, then there is not enough 
rate to create extra RJ photons

• DM à g’g’ , followed by g’à g idea works because resonant 
conversion probability is huge, P g’à g /e 2 ~ 1010 or more!

• Also, the oscillation probability is ~ w-1, making the probability three 
orders of magnitude larger for 21 cm relevant photons compared to 

x ~ O(1). 

• The resonance is to occur between ~ 20 and 1700. Below – no effect 
on 21 cm, above – absorption of RJ photons by `free-free` processes 
(re-thermalization).



RJ tail of the CMB spectrum
• For one specific point on parameter space (1 meV DM, z=500 

resonance, lifetime = 100 ages of Universe)

• Green band – interesting for 21 cm range of x, 
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Further developments
• Varying the spectral form of the extra injected photon spectrum, and 

comparing it with EDGES signal strength, we derive the required 
degree of enhancement, 

• Model dependence is rather weak. Typically need 2-20 enhancement

• Strong dependence of how you treat EDGES feature. 
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Photon and Dark Photon Spectra
ma = 10�3 eV
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*assuming a model of the gas temperature

z < 500
<latexit sha1_base64="8C8yOhzeFvCGKhuHzlP0MxG5dYU=">AAACF3icbVC7TsMwFL0pr1JeBUYWiwqJAVUJKoKBoYKFsUj0IbVR5ThOa9VxItupKFE/ghH4GDbEysi3sOC2GaDtkSwdnXOv7vHxYs6Utu1vK7eyura+kd8sbG3v7O4V9w8aKkokoXUS8Ui2PKwoZ4LWNdOctmJJcehx2vQGtxO/OaRSsUg86FFM3RD3BAsYwdpIzSd0jS5su1ss2WV7CrRInIyUIEOtW/zp+BFJQio04ViptmPH2k2x1IxwOi50EkVjTAa4R9uGChxS5abTuGN0YhQfBZE0T2g0Vf9upDhUahR6ZjLEuq/mvYm4zGsnOrhyUybiRFNBZoeChCMdocnfkc8kJZqPDMFEMpMVkT6WmGjT0NLMZ/6QxSqL/zjLXzBtOfPdLJLGedkx/L5Sqt5kveXhCI7hFBy4hCrcQQ3qQGAAz/AKb9aL9W59WJ+z0ZyV7RzCP1hfv013n84=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="8C8yOhzeFvCGKhuHzlP0MxG5dYU=">AAACF3icbVC7TsMwFL0pr1JeBUYWiwqJAVUJKoKBoYKFsUj0IbVR5ThOa9VxItupKFE/ghH4GDbEysi3sOC2GaDtkSwdnXOv7vHxYs6Utu1vK7eyura+kd8sbG3v7O4V9w8aKkokoXUS8Ui2PKwoZ4LWNdOctmJJcehx2vQGtxO/OaRSsUg86FFM3RD3BAsYwdpIzSd0jS5su1ss2WV7CrRInIyUIEOtW/zp+BFJQio04ViptmPH2k2x1IxwOi50EkVjTAa4R9uGChxS5abTuGN0YhQfBZE0T2g0Vf9upDhUahR6ZjLEuq/mvYm4zGsnOrhyUybiRFNBZoeChCMdocnfkc8kJZqPDMFEMpMVkT6WmGjT0NLMZ/6QxSqL/zjLXzBtOfPdLJLGedkx/L5Sqt5kveXhCI7hFBy4hCrcQQ3qQGAAz/AKb9aL9W59WJ+z0ZyV7RzCP1hfv013n84=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="8C8yOhzeFvCGKhuHzlP0MxG5dYU=">AAACF3icbVC7TsMwFL0pr1JeBUYWiwqJAVUJKoKBoYKFsUj0IbVR5ThOa9VxItupKFE/ghH4GDbEysi3sOC2GaDtkSwdnXOv7vHxYs6Utu1vK7eyura+kd8sbG3v7O4V9w8aKkokoXUS8Ui2PKwoZ4LWNdOctmJJcehx2vQGtxO/OaRSsUg86FFM3RD3BAsYwdpIzSd0jS5su1ss2WV7CrRInIyUIEOtW/zp+BFJQio04ViptmPH2k2x1IxwOi50EkVjTAa4R9uGChxS5abTuGN0YhQfBZE0T2g0Vf9upDhUahR6ZjLEuq/mvYm4zGsnOrhyUybiRFNBZoeChCMdocnfkc8kJZqPDMFEMpMVkT6WmGjT0NLMZ/6QxSqL/zjLXzBtOfPdLJLGedkx/L5Sqt5kveXhCI7hFBy4hCrcQQ3qQGAAz/AKb9aL9W59WJ+z0ZyV7RzCP1hfv013n84=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="8C8yOhzeFvCGKhuHzlP0MxG5dYU=">AAACF3icbVC7TsMwFL0pr1JeBUYWiwqJAVUJKoKBoYKFsUj0IbVR5ThOa9VxItupKFE/ghH4GDbEysi3sOC2GaDtkSwdnXOv7vHxYs6Utu1vK7eyura+kd8sbG3v7O4V9w8aKkokoXUS8Ui2PKwoZ4LWNdOctmJJcehx2vQGtxO/OaRSsUg86FFM3RD3BAsYwdpIzSd0jS5su1ss2WV7CrRInIyUIEOtW/zp+BFJQio04ViptmPH2k2x1IxwOi50EkVjTAa4R9uGChxS5abTuGN0YhQfBZE0T2g0Vf9upDhUahR6ZjLEuq/mvYm4zGsnOrhyUybiRFNBZoeChCMdocnfkc8kJZqPDMFEMpMVkT6WmGjT0NLMZ/6QxSqL/zjLXzBtOfPdLJLGedkx/L5Sqt5kveXhCI7hFBy4hCrcQQ3qQGAAz/AKb9aL9W59WJ+z0ZyV7RzCP1hfv013n84=</latexit>

More accurate modelling of the absorption feature: Ruderman, Urbano



New prediction: additional sharp feature

21cm at High Redshift

T�
<latexit sha1_base64="nr+bizB8sO1jy33ME1L6/ya3q2E=">AAACK3icbVDLSsNAFJ34rPVVdSVugkVwISWpgi6LblxWsLbQljKZ3NTBmSTM3JSWEPwal+rHuFLc+hVunKZZ+DowcDjn3rmH48WCa3ScV2tufmFxabm0Ul5dW9/YrGxt3+goUQxaLBKR6nhUg+AhtJCjgE6sgEpPQNu7u5j67REozaPwGicx9CUdhjzgjKKRBpXdHsIY839SBX6WXg96QyolzQaVqlNzcth/iVuQKinQHFQ+e37EEgkhMkG17rpOjP2UKuRMQFbuJRpiyu7oELqGhlSC7qf56cw+MIpvB5EyL0Q7V79vpFRqPZGemZQUb/Vvbyr+53UTDM76KQ/jBCFks0NBImyM7Gkfts8VMBQTQyhT3GS12S1VlKFp7d/MR/6Ix7qIP57lL5u23N/d/CU39Zp7XKtfnVQb50VvJbJH9skhcckpaZBL0iQtwsg9eSBP5Nl6tF6sN+t9NjpnFTs75Aesjy/hiamp</latexit>

Tk
<latexit sha1_base64="NlsrLOs2lht2QaePjRHX/mZ/V3k=">AAACJ3icbVDLSsNAFJ34rPUVFVdugkVwISWpgi6LblxW6AvaUibT23bo5MHMTWkJ+RiX6se4E136HW6cpllo2wMDh3PunXs4bii4Qtv+MtbWNza3tnM7+d29/YND8+i4roJIMqixQASy6VIFgvtQQ44CmqEE6rkCGu7oYeY3xiAVD/wqTkPoeHTg8z5nFLXUNU/bCBNM/4ldEUESV7ujpGsW7KKdwlomTkYKJEOla/60ewGLPPCRCapUy7FD7MRUImcCknw7UhBSNqIDaGnqUw9UJ07PJtaFVnpWP5D6+Wil6t+NmHpKTT1XT3oUh2rRm4mrvFaE/btOzP0wQvDZ/FA/EhYG1qwLq8clMBRTTSiTXGe12JBKylA3tjLzVW/MQ5XFn8zz53VbzmI3y6ReKjrXxdLTTaF8n/WWI2fknFwSh9ySMnkkFVIjjMTkmbySN+PFeDc+jM/56JqR7ZyQfzC+fwGXTaf6</latexit>

Ts
<latexit sha1_base64="yUF/fSqQ7nhbTysxNyqddxytdk8=">AAACJ3icbVDLSsNAFJ34rPUVFVdugkVwISWpgi6LblxW6AvaECaTSTt08mDmprSEfIxL9WPciS79DjdO0yy07YGBwzn3zj0cN+ZMgml+aWvrG5tb26Wd8u7e/sGhfnTcllEiCG2RiEei62JJOQtpCxhw2o0FxYHLaccdPcz8zpgKyaKwCdOY2gEehMxnBIOSHP20D3QC+T9pgydBljYdmTl6xayaOYxlYhWkggo0HP2n70UkCWgIhGMpe5YZg51iAYxwmpX7iaQxJiM8oD1FQxxQaaf52cy4UIpn+JFQLwQjV/9upDiQchq4ajLAMJSL3kxc5fUS8O/slIVxAjQk80N+wg2IjFkXhscEJcCnimAimMpqkCEWmIBqbGXmK2/MYlnEn8zzl1Vb1mI3y6Rdq1rX1drTTaV+X/RWQmfoHF0iC92iOnpEDdRCBKXoGb2iN+1Fe9c+tM/56JpW7Jygf9C+fwGTiaf4</latexit>

Standard Model

�d ! �
<latexit sha1_base64="BmQd8RBplfLDuXbfcbjTw1R7Ct0=">AAACLXicbVDLSgMxFM34rPU16rKbYBFcSJkRQZdFNy4r2Ae0pdzJpG1okhmSTLUMXfg1LtWPcSGIWz/CjWk7C217IHA4517uyQlizrTxvA9nZXVtfWMzt5Xf3tnd23cPDms6ShShVRLxSDUC0JQzSauGGU4bsaIgAk7rweBm4teHVGkWyXszimlbQE+yLiNgrNRxC60eCAGdELcU6/UNKBU94Ex0i17JmwIvEj8jRZSh0nF/WmFEEkGlIRy0bvpebNopKMMIp+N8K9E0BjKAHm1aKkFQ3U6nnxjjE6uEuBsp+6TBU/XvRgpC65EI7KQA09fz3kRc5jUT071qp0zGiaGSzA51E45NhCeN4JApSgwfWQJEMZsVkz4oIMb2tjTzWThksc7iP87y521b/nw3i6R2XvK9kn93USxfZ73lUAEdo1Pko0tURreogqqIoCf0jF7Rm/PivDufztdsdMXJdo7QPzjfvwwZqaI=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="BmQd8RBplfLDuXbfcbjTw1R7Ct0=">AAACLXicbVDLSgMxFM34rPU16rKbYBFcSJkRQZdFNy4r2Ae0pdzJpG1okhmSTLUMXfg1LtWPcSGIWz/CjWk7C217IHA4517uyQlizrTxvA9nZXVtfWMzt5Xf3tnd23cPDms6ShShVRLxSDUC0JQzSauGGU4bsaIgAk7rweBm4teHVGkWyXszimlbQE+yLiNgrNRxC60eCAGdELcU6/UNKBU94Ex0i17JmwIvEj8jRZSh0nF/WmFEEkGlIRy0bvpebNopKMMIp+N8K9E0BjKAHm1aKkFQ3U6nnxjjE6uEuBsp+6TBU/XvRgpC65EI7KQA09fz3kRc5jUT071qp0zGiaGSzA51E45NhCeN4JApSgwfWQJEMZsVkz4oIMb2tjTzWThksc7iP87y521b/nw3i6R2XvK9kn93USxfZ73lUAEdo1Pko0tURreogqqIoCf0jF7Rm/PivDufztdsdMXJdo7QPzjfvwwZqaI=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="BmQd8RBplfLDuXbfcbjTw1R7Ct0=">AAACLXicbVDLSgMxFM34rPU16rKbYBFcSJkRQZdFNy4r2Ae0pdzJpG1okhmSTLUMXfg1LtWPcSGIWz/CjWk7C217IHA4517uyQlizrTxvA9nZXVtfWMzt5Xf3tnd23cPDms6ShShVRLxSDUC0JQzSauGGU4bsaIgAk7rweBm4teHVGkWyXszimlbQE+yLiNgrNRxC60eCAGdELcU6/UNKBU94Ex0i17JmwIvEj8jRZSh0nF/WmFEEkGlIRy0bvpebNopKMMIp+N8K9E0BjKAHm1aKkFQ3U6nnxjjE6uEuBsp+6TBU/XvRgpC65EI7KQA09fz3kRc5jUT071qp0zGiaGSzA51E45NhCeN4JApSgwfWQJEMZsVkz4oIMb2tjTzWThksc7iP87y521b/nw3i6R2XvK9kn93USxfZ73lUAEdo1Pko0tURreogqqIoCf0jF7Rm/PivDufztdsdMXJdo7QPzjfvwwZqaI=</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="BmQd8RBplfLDuXbfcbjTw1R7Ct0=">AAACLXicbVDLSgMxFM34rPU16rKbYBFcSJkRQZdFNy4r2Ae0pdzJpG1okhmSTLUMXfg1LtWPcSGIWz/CjWk7C217IHA4517uyQlizrTxvA9nZXVtfWMzt5Xf3tnd23cPDms6ShShVRLxSDUC0JQzSauGGU4bsaIgAk7rweBm4teHVGkWyXszimlbQE+yLiNgrNRxC60eCAGdELcU6/UNKBU94Ex0i17JmwIvEj8jRZSh0nF/WmFEEkGlIRy0bvpebNopKMMIp+N8K9E0BjKAHm1aKkFQ3U6nnxjjE6uEuBsp+6TBU/XvRgpC65EI7KQA09fz3kRc5jUT071qp0zGiaGSzA51E45NhCeN4JApSgwfWQJEMZsVkz4oIMb2tjTzWThksc7iP87y521b/nw3i6R2XvK9kn93USxfZ73lUAEdo1Pko0tURreogqqIoCf0jF7Rm/PivDufztdsdMXJdo7QPzjfvwwZqaI=</latexit>
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EDGES �d ! �
<latexit sha1_base64="Uus5tI9VlIe06NS13/ZPaBS5t8o="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="Uus5tI9VlIe06NS13/ZPaBS5t8o="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="Uus5tI9VlIe06NS13/ZPaBS5t8o="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="Uus5tI9VlIe06NS13/ZPaBS5t8o="></latexit>

resonance

35

Curtesy of S. Mishra-Sharma



New prediction: additional sharp feature

36Curtesy of S. Mishra-Sharma

21cm from the Far Side of the Moon?

f = 15� 30 MHz
<latexit sha1_base64="/HZ4TJ/yTMLEMi5jv1rXKtMxNZs=">AAACKHicbZBLSwMxFIUz9VXra1Rw4yZYBBdaZnygG6Hophuhgn1AO5RMmmlDk5khyRTrWH+MS/XHuJNu/RtuzLSz0LYHAh/n3ksOxw0ZlcqyRkZmYXFpeSW7mltb39jcMrd3qjKIBCYVHLBA1F0kCaM+qSiqGKmHgiDuMlJze7fJvNYnQtLAf1CDkDgcdXzqUYyUtlrmngevoX1xcma9NDlSXcHju9LTsGXmrYI1FpwFO4U8SFVumT/NdoAjTnyFGZKyYVuhcmIkFMWMDHPNSJIQ4R7qkIZGH3EinXicfwgPtdOGXiD08xUcu38vYsSlHHBXbyYZ5fQsMefNGpHyrpyY+mGkiI8nH3kRgyqASRmwTQXBig00ICyozgpxFwmEla5sbubjdp+GMo3/OMmf023Z093MQvW0YGu+P88Xb9LesmAfHIAjYINLUAQlUAYVgMEzeAXv4MN4Mz6NL2M0Wc0Y6c0u+Cfj+xfJp6ZN</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="/HZ4TJ/yTMLEMi5jv1rXKtMxNZs=">AAACKHicbZBLSwMxFIUz9VXra1Rw4yZYBBdaZnygG6Hophuhgn1AO5RMmmlDk5khyRTrWH+MS/XHuJNu/RtuzLSz0LYHAh/n3ksOxw0ZlcqyRkZmYXFpeSW7mltb39jcMrd3qjKIBCYVHLBA1F0kCaM+qSiqGKmHgiDuMlJze7fJvNYnQtLAf1CDkDgcdXzqUYyUtlrmngevoX1xcma9NDlSXcHju9LTsGXmrYI1FpwFO4U8SFVumT/NdoAjTnyFGZKyYVuhcmIkFMWMDHPNSJIQ4R7qkIZGH3EinXicfwgPtdOGXiD08xUcu38vYsSlHHBXbyYZ5fQsMefNGpHyrpyY+mGkiI8nH3kRgyqASRmwTQXBig00ICyozgpxFwmEla5sbubjdp+GMo3/OMmf023Z093MQvW0YGu+P88Xb9LesmAfHIAjYINLUAQlUAYVgMEzeAXv4MN4Mz6NL2M0Wc0Y6c0u+Cfj+xfJp6ZN</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="/HZ4TJ/yTMLEMi5jv1rXKtMxNZs=">AAACKHicbZBLSwMxFIUz9VXra1Rw4yZYBBdaZnygG6Hophuhgn1AO5RMmmlDk5khyRTrWH+MS/XHuJNu/RtuzLSz0LYHAh/n3ksOxw0ZlcqyRkZmYXFpeSW7mltb39jcMrd3qjKIBCYVHLBA1F0kCaM+qSiqGKmHgiDuMlJze7fJvNYnQtLAf1CDkDgcdXzqUYyUtlrmngevoX1xcma9NDlSXcHju9LTsGXmrYI1FpwFO4U8SFVumT/NdoAjTnyFGZKyYVuhcmIkFMWMDHPNSJIQ4R7qkIZGH3EinXicfwgPtdOGXiD08xUcu38vYsSlHHBXbyYZ5fQsMefNGpHyrpyY+mGkiI8nH3kRgyqASRmwTQXBig00ICyozgpxFwmEla5sbubjdp+GMo3/OMmf023Z093MQvW0YGu+P88Xb9LesmAfHIAjYINLUAQlUAYVgMEzeAXv4MN4Mz6NL2M0Wc0Y6c0u+Cfj+xfJp6ZN</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="/HZ4TJ/yTMLEMi5jv1rXKtMxNZs=">AAACKHicbZBLSwMxFIUz9VXra1Rw4yZYBBdaZnygG6Hophuhgn1AO5RMmmlDk5khyRTrWH+MS/XHuJNu/RtuzLSz0LYHAh/n3ksOxw0ZlcqyRkZmYXFpeSW7mltb39jcMrd3qjKIBCYVHLBA1F0kCaM+qSiqGKmHgiDuMlJze7fJvNYnQtLAf1CDkDgcdXzqUYyUtlrmngevoX1xcma9NDlSXcHju9LTsGXmrYI1FpwFO4U8SFVumT/NdoAjTnyFGZKyYVuhcmIkFMWMDHPNSJIQ4R7qkIZGH3EinXicfwgPtdOGXiD08xUcu38vYsSlHHBXbyYZ5fQsMefNGpHyrpyY+mGkiI8nH3kRgyqASRmwTQXBig00ICyozgpxFwmEla5sbubjdp+GMo3/OMmf023Z093MQvW0YGu+P88Xb9LesmAfHIAjYINLUAQlUAYVgMEzeAXv4MN4Mz6NL2M0Wc0Y6c0u+Cfj+xfJp6ZN</latexit>

46  z  93
<latexit sha1_base64="vrUkTKUrllLmGrSizJnkbZupTJ0=">AAACIXicbVDLSgMxFL1TX7U+OurSTbAILqTMaPGxK7pxWcE+oB1KJpO2oZkHSaZYh36JS/Vj3Ik78VPcmE5noW0PJBzOuZd7OG7EmVSW9WXkVlbX1jfym4Wt7Z3dorm335BhLAitk5CHouViSTkLaF0xxWkrEhT7LqdNd3g79ZsjKiQLgwc1jqjj437AeoxgpaWuWaxcoA6n6Cn9r8+7ZskqWynQIrEzUoIMta750/FCEvs0UIRjKdu2FSknwUIxwumk0IkljTAZ4j5taxpgn0onSYNP0LFWPNQLhX6BQqn6dyPBvpRj39WTPlYDOe9NxWVeO1a9KydhQRQrGpDZoV7MkQrRtAXkMUGJ4mNNMBFMZ0VkgAUmSne1NPOpN2KRzOI/zvIXdFv2fDeLpHFWtjW/r5SqN1lveTiEIzgBGy6hCndQgzoQiOEZXuHNeDHejQ/jczaaM7KdA/gH4/sXb5Oi7g==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="vrUkTKUrllLmGrSizJnkbZupTJ0=">AAACIXicbVDLSgMxFL1TX7U+OurSTbAILqTMaPGxK7pxWcE+oB1KJpO2oZkHSaZYh36JS/Vj3Ik78VPcmE5noW0PJBzOuZd7OG7EmVSW9WXkVlbX1jfym4Wt7Z3dorm335BhLAitk5CHouViSTkLaF0xxWkrEhT7LqdNd3g79ZsjKiQLgwc1jqjj437AeoxgpaWuWaxcoA6n6Cn9r8+7ZskqWynQIrEzUoIMta750/FCEvs0UIRjKdu2FSknwUIxwumk0IkljTAZ4j5taxpgn0onSYNP0LFWPNQLhX6BQqn6dyPBvpRj39WTPlYDOe9NxWVeO1a9KydhQRQrGpDZoV7MkQrRtAXkMUGJ4mNNMBFMZ0VkgAUmSne1NPOpN2KRzOI/zvIXdFv2fDeLpHFWtjW/r5SqN1lveTiEIzgBGy6hCndQgzoQiOEZXuHNeDHejQ/jczaaM7KdA/gH4/sXb5Oi7g==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="vrUkTKUrllLmGrSizJnkbZupTJ0=">AAACIXicbVDLSgMxFL1TX7U+OurSTbAILqTMaPGxK7pxWcE+oB1KJpO2oZkHSaZYh36JS/Vj3Ik78VPcmE5noW0PJBzOuZd7OG7EmVSW9WXkVlbX1jfym4Wt7Z3dorm335BhLAitk5CHouViSTkLaF0xxWkrEhT7LqdNd3g79ZsjKiQLgwc1jqjj437AeoxgpaWuWaxcoA6n6Cn9r8+7ZskqWynQIrEzUoIMta750/FCEvs0UIRjKdu2FSknwUIxwumk0IkljTAZ4j5taxpgn0onSYNP0LFWPNQLhX6BQqn6dyPBvpRj39WTPlYDOe9NxWVeO1a9KydhQRQrGpDZoV7MkQrRtAXkMUGJ4mNNMBFMZ0VkgAUmSne1NPOpN2KRzOI/zvIXdFv2fDeLpHFWtjW/r5SqN1lveTiEIzgBGy6hCndQgzoQiOEZXuHNeDHejQ/jczaaM7KdA/gH4/sXb5Oi7g==</latexit><latexit sha1_base64="vrUkTKUrllLmGrSizJnkbZupTJ0=">AAACIXicbVDLSgMxFL1TX7U+OurSTbAILqTMaPGxK7pxWcE+oB1KJpO2oZkHSaZYh36JS/Vj3Ik78VPcmE5noW0PJBzOuZd7OG7EmVSW9WXkVlbX1jfym4Wt7Z3dorm335BhLAitk5CHouViSTkLaF0xxWkrEhT7LqdNd3g79ZsjKiQLgwc1jqjj437AeoxgpaWuWaxcoA6n6Cn9r8+7ZskqWynQIrEzUoIMta750/FCEvs0UIRjKdu2FSknwUIxwumk0IkljTAZ4j5taxpgn0onSYNP0LFWPNQLhX6BQqn6dyPBvpRj39WTPlYDOe9NxWVeO1a9KydhQRQrGpDZoV7MkQrRtAXkMUGJ4mNNMBFMZ0VkgAUmSne1NPOpN2KRzOI/zvIXdFv2fDeLpHFWtjW/r5SqN1lveTiEIzgBGy6hCndQgzoQiOEZXuHNeDHejQ/jczaaM7KdA/gH4/sXb5Oi7g==</latexit>

DAPPER: Dark Ages Polarimeter PathfindER

The Dark Ages Polarimeter PathfindER (DAPPER):
A Space-based SmallSat Testbed 

• DAPPER will be placed in proximity to NASA’s Lunar 
Gateway to reduce Earth-based RFI.

• Operates over bandwidth of 15-30 MHz (93≥z≥46).
• Dual orthogonal≈ 7-m tip-to-tip dipole antennas deployed 

successfully many times (e.g., WIND/WAVES).
• Low noise amplifiers & dual channel receiver to measure all 

4 Stokes parameters.  Based upon FIELDS instrument to be 
flown on Parker Solar Probe (collaboration with S. Bale, 
Berkeley).

lunar orbit to reduce 
earth-based radio
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Second, the Galaxy has significant spatial structure on the sky whereas the cosmological signal is 
isotropic on scales ≳10°. Third, in addition to intrinsic sky polarization, spatial structure in the 
foreground induces a polarization response in the dipole antenna, whereas the uniform, unpolarized 
21-cm signal produces a response only in Stokes I. This, then, allows a clean separation of the 
primordial signal from the foreground (Burns et al. 2017; Tauscher et al. 2018). 
We can take advantage of these differences between the foreground and signal using a new approach 
to measuring the hydrogen signature. Based upon a single antenna concept, this strategy 
incorporates two unique features that greatly enhance the probability of a detection. These include 
(1) dynamic polarimetry, a method for separating the foreground spectrum from that of the HI 
(Nhan, Bradley & Burns 2017; Nhan et al. 2019), and (2) application of an advanced pattern 
recognition methodology that characterizes signals and systematics via training sets so that the 21-
cm signature can be identified (Tauscher et al. 2018).   
We constructed a simulation of a radio frequency spectrometer/polarimeter system that measures 
the four Stokes parameters to a precision of RMS 15 mK averaged over the band. This simulation 
makes use of 7-m tip-to-tip thin-wire, rotating dipole antennas that have flown many times on 
missions such as Wind/WAVES (Bougeret et al. 1995) and the radio frequency FIELDS 
spectrometer currently in operation on the Parker Solar Probe (Bale et al. 2016; Pulupa et al. 2017). 
Figure 6 illustrates the expected spectral performance of this instrument. The green uncertainty (1𝜎) 
bands in Figure 6 depict foreground noise corresponding to a total of ≈5000 hours of integration 
over three different antenna deployments, which target different sub-bands. This observational 
strategy, along with monitoring instrumental systematics and accounting for similarities in the 
spectral shapes of the foregrounds relative to the 21-cm feature, will allow us to detect deviations at 
>5𝜎 from the standard cosmological model such as those implied by the EDGES results. Thus, we 
can constrain exotic physics in the Dark Ages for the first time. 
The coming decade offers a unique opportunity for RF-quiet measurements from the lunar farside. 
Rideshare access is expected to be ubiquitous in the short-term, but there is a strong possibility that 
development of lunar assets will compromise the RF-quiet character in the long-term. We 
recommend seizing this opportunity to resolve fundamental questions about the validity of the 
ΛCDM model and the nature of the early Universe by capturing the signature of redshifted 21-cm 
signal from the Dark Ages. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 6. The expected performance for a crossed, dual-
dipole antenna + spectrometer/polarimeter above or on 
the lunar farside. Although the primary band is 15-40 
MHz, we can use secondary antenna resonances to 
sparsely sample frequencies up to ≈100 MHz. The blue 
curve is the standard ΛCDM model. The black curve is a 
model consistent with EDGES including added hydrogen 
cooling (Figure 4). The dashed curve is the adiabatic gas 
cooling limit. The green bands show 15 mK uncertainties.  
Measurements in the 15-40 MHz band will separate the 
standard cosmology from the EDGES added cooling 
models at >5𝜎. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Figure 5. The 21-cm spectrum must be measured in 
the presence of bright spectrally featureless 
foregrounds. The foreground spectrum (black curve) 
is shown for a region away from the Galactic center.  
The red curve illustrates one model of the 21-cm 
spectrum consistent with EDGES (Figure 4). Note 
the y-axis is in log(Tb) which accounts for the 
difference in shape compared to Figure 4. Inset: 
Mollweide projection of the sky at 408 MHz (Haslam 
et al. 1982).  
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Conclusions
1. IR frontier is a modification of SM by light and weakly coupled 

BSM fields. ALPs or dark photons with small mass are an example. 

2. Dark Radiation is a generic possibility – and can contribute into 
relevant physics not only through total energy density but through its 
interactions. 

3. We have explicit class of models that can account for EDGES signal 
strength by supplying extra photons. While sources of DR could vary 
(decay of DM, early decay of relics), the key feature is resonant 
conversion that transfers A’ to normal EM sector. 

4. 21 cm cosmological signal, then, provides the key test of such 
models with beyond-SM sectors composed of light fields. 



Miniconclusion on millicharge DM vs EDGES

• Fraction of such DM should be less than 1%, the mass is preferred as 
~ 10 MeV, the value of millicharge ~ 0.0001-0.00001e.

• Must be somehow evacuated from the galactic disk – otherwise 
constraints from direct detection (ionization). Relies on 2007 paper by 
Kolb and Chuzhoy. 

• Should not involve massless A’ : otherwise it is excluded through 
fraction of dark radiation carried by A’. 

*** Probably the remaining window will get closed if a better 
understanding of the population of MC dark matter that survives in the 
disk is achieved. 


