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Cassiopeia A
•  What?   Supernova remnant (SNR)
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Cassiopeia A
•  What?   Supernova remnant (SNR)

•  Where?   

 In the constellation Cassiopeia.

 3.4 +0.3-0.1 kpc away [J.E.Reed et.al. ’95] , within the Milky Way.

image from Wikipedia

around here
Right ascension 

23h 23m 26s

Declination 

+58° 48′



Cassiopeia A
•  What?   Supernova remnant (SNR)

•  Where?   

 In the constellation Cassiopeia.

 3.4 +0.3-0.1 kpc away [J.E.Reed et.al. ’95] , within the Milky Way.


•  When?


 Explosion (light reached Earth) about 340 years ago.


 - Remnant expansion suggests explosion dates of 1681 ± 19. [R.A.Fesen, et.al., ’06]


  - Cas A may be identical to the star 

   3 Cassiopeia, which was recorded 

   by J. Flamsteed on August 16, 1680

   and has been missed since then.

       [W. B. Ashworth, Jr. (1980); K. W. Kamper (1980); D. W. Hughes (1980).]
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Cas A Neutron Star

images from Chandra’s webpage

Chandra

• In 1999, Chandra found a point source at the center of Cas A. 

•X-ray spectrum is consistent with a thermal emission of 
Neutron Star with a carbon atmosphere, mass M = (1.4±0.3) 
Msun, and radius R = (11-13) km. 


[W.C.G.Ho, C.O.Heinke, ’09], [W.C.G.Ho, K.G.Elshamouty, C.O.Heinke, A.Y.Potekhin, ’14].




Cas A NS Cooling
•The Cooling is observed! 


Cas A NS is the only isolated NS whose cooling has been observed in real time.
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ABSTRACT

The cooling rate of young neutron stars (NSs) gives direct insight into their internal makeup. Although the
temperatures of several young NSs have been measured, until now a young NS has never been observed to decrease
in temperature over time. We fit nine years of archival Chandra ACIS spectra of the likely NS in the ∼330 yr old
Cassiopeia A supernova remnant with our non-magnetic carbon atmosphere model. Our fits show a relative decline
in the surface temperature by 4% (5.4σ , from (2.12±0.01)×106 K in 2000 to (2.04±0.01)×106 K in 2009) and the
observed flux by 21%. Using a simple model for NS cooling, we show that this temperature decline could indicate
that the NS became isothermal sometime between 1965 and 1980, and constrains some combinations of neutrino
emission mechanisms and envelope compositions. However, the NS is likely to have become isothermal soon after
formation, in which case the temperature history suggests episodes of additional heating or more rapid cooling.
Observations over the next few years will allow us to test possible explanations for the temperature evolution.

Key words: dense matter – neutrinos – pulsars: general – stars: neutron – supernovae: individual (Cassiopeia A) –
X-rays: stars

Online-only material: color figures

1. INTRODUCTION

The internal composition and structure of neutron stars (NSs)
remain unclear (e.g., Lattimer & Prakash 2004). Areas of
uncertainty include whether exotic condensates occur in the
NS core, the symmetry energy and thus proton fraction in the
core, the behavior of superfluidity among neutrons and protons,
the conductivity of the NS crust, and the chemical composition
of the outer envelope. NSs are heated to billions of degrees
during supernovae and cooled via a combination of neutrino
and photon emission. Observing the cooling rates of young
NSs is a critical method to constrain the uncertainties (see
Tsuruta 1998; Yakovlev & Pethick 2004; Page et al. 2006 for
reviews).

To date, observations of young cooling NSs have been
restricted to measuring the temperature of individual NSs
at one point in time. As NSs may differ in their masses,
envelope compositions, etc., a measurement of the cooling rate
of a young NS is needed to determine its cooling trajectory.
Since neutrino radiation (rather than the observed photon
radiation) is the dominant source of cooling during the first
∼105 years, measurements of cooling rates during this time
require measuring a temperature decline over time. No young
NS has previously been observed to cool steadily over time.
Though the ∼106 year old NS RX J0720.4−3125 has shown
temperature variations of ∼10% over ≈ 7 years (de Vries et al.
2004; Hohle et al. 2009), this variation is ascribed to either a
glitch-like event or precession of surface hot spots (Haberl et al.
2006; van Kerkwijk et al. 2007; Hohle et al. 2009). Magnetars,
such as 4U 0142+61, have shown temperature variations, along
with changes in their pulsed fraction and pulse profile (Dib et al.
2007), but these are likely due to magnetic field reconfiguration
events.

The compact central object at the center of the Cassiopeia A
(Cas A) supernova remnant was discovered in Chandra’s first-
light observations (Tananbaum 1999) and quickly identified
as a likely NS, which we assume here. It is presently the
youngest-known NS, as the remnant’s estimated age is ≈ 330 yr

(Fesen et al. 2006). It is relatively close-by (d = 3.4+0.3
−0.1 kpc;

Reed et al. 1995) and the supernova remnant has been well
studied, with over a megasecond of Chandra ACIS observations
spread over 10 years (Hwang et al. 2004; DeLaney et al.
2004; Patnaude & Fesen 2007, 2009). However, its spectrum
(modeled as a blackbody or a magnetic or non-magnetic
hydrogen atmosphere) was inconsistent with emission from the
full surface of the NS (Pavlov et al. 2000; Chakrabarty et al.
2001; Pavlov & Luna 2009). Timing investigations using the
Chandra High Resolution Camera (HRC) and XMM-Newton
have failed to identify pulsations down to a pulsed fraction
level of <12% (Murray et al. 2002; Mereghetti et al. 2002;
Ransom 2002; Halpern & Gotthelf 2010), indicating that the
emission is probably from the entire surface. These apparently
contradictory observations are reconciled by the discovery that
an unmagnetized (B < 1011 G) carbon atmosphere provides a
good fit to the Chandra ACIS data, with the emission arising
from the entire surface of the Cas A NS (Ho & Heinke 2009).

Pavlov et al. (2004) examined two long ACIS observations
(50 ks each) of the Cas A NS from 2000 and 2002, along
with several short (2.5 ks) calibration observations, finding no
significant changes in flux. Upon re-examination of archival
Einstein and ROSAT data, the NS was only barely detected
and thus could not be used to search for variability (Pavlov
et al. 2000). Pavlov & Luna (2009) mention that the flux
measured in their 2006 observation is slightly lower than that
reported previously, but do not attempt to determine whether
the difference is real. Before Ho & Heinke (2009), it was not
expected that the emission arises from the entire surface of the
NS, so further serious searches for temperature variations were
not undertaken. Here, we utilize the full Chandra ACIS archive
of Cas A NS observations to measure the temperature changes
from 2000 to 2009.

2. X-RAY ANALYSIS

We analyzed all Chandra ACIS-S exposures without grat-
ings, longer than 5 ks of Cas A, listed in Table 1. We also

L167

Temperature decreases by (3-4)% in 10 years.

NOTE: (the interpretations of) the observational data may not be conclusive…

Elshamouty et.al., 1306.3387,   Posselt et.al. 1311.0888,   Posselt, Pavlov, 1808.00531.



Cas A NS Cooling

More Recent data:

W.C.G.Ho, et.al. 1904.07505

•The Cooling is observed! 


Cas A NS is the only isolated NS whose cooling has been observed in real time.

Temperature decreases by (3-4)% in 10 years.

18 yrs
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• The observed Cas A NS cooling 

can be explained within 

the standard NS cooling scenario.


• Neutron superfluidity plays a key role.

(also proton superconductivity) 


D. Page, M. Prakash, J. M. Lattimer, A. W. Steiner, 1011.6142 [Phys.Rev.Lett.]. 

P. S. Shternin, D. G. Yakovlev, C. O. Heinke, W. C. G. Ho, D. J. Patnaude, 1012.0045 [MNRAS]. 

Cas A NS Cooling (theory)
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Cas A NS Cooling (theory)
NS temperature evolution

Neutrino emission 

luminosity. (dE𝜈/dt)

Heat Capacity of the NS.

C = dEthermal/dT

※ assuming isothermal state                     for simplicity. 

In the numerical calculation, we followed T(r,t).

T (r) / e��(r)
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Photon emission 

luminosity. (dE𝛾/dt)
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Photon emission 

luminosity. (dE𝛾/dt)
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NS temperature evolution

• Direct Urca


• Modified Urca
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𝛽 decay and its inverse:


• It requires                   ,               

  which works only in very heavy NS

  and unlikely for Cas A NS.


•  Even if it happens, the temperature

  would be T << T(obs.) at ～300 yrs,

  and cannot explain the data.
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※ Neutron, proton, electron

are all Fermi degenerate.
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• Dominant process (before the onset of Cooper pairing)


•

(
n+N ! p+N + e� + ⌫̄e
p+N + e� ! n+N + ⌫e

(N = n or p)
<latexit sha1_base64="ksrg9d3q4LPCrNRhkMfu9a9JD6E="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="ksrg9d3q4LPCrNRhkMfu9a9JD6E="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="ksrg9d3q4LPCrNRhkMfu9a9JD6E="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="ksrg9d3q4LPCrNRhkMfu9a9JD6E="></latexit>

LMU
⌫ / T 8

<latexit sha1_base64="924ZJSaVoXLr0cX9cDMgMVYWy5o="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="924ZJSaVoXLr0cX9cDMgMVYWy5o="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="924ZJSaVoXLr0cX9cDMgMVYWy5o="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="924ZJSaVoXLr0cX9cDMgMVYWy5o="></latexit>

LMU
⌫ ⇠

Z
d3pn

| {z }
T

Z
d3pN

| {z }
T

·
Z
d3pp

| {z }
T

Z
d3pN

| {z }
T

Z
d3pe

| {z }
T

·
Z
d3p⌫�

4(pi � pf )E⌫

| {z }
T 3

<latexit sha1_base64="RgfRITG6OsM+fEoDwxhOBVTwNuY="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="RgfRITG6OsM+fEoDwxhOBVTwNuY="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="RgfRITG6OsM+fEoDwxhOBVTwNuY="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="RgfRITG6OsM+fEoDwxhOBVTwNuY="></latexit>

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1.0

p
<latexit sha1_base64="/nv4ixkFl2WmxmriMqopevgAoaQ="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="/nv4ixkFl2WmxmriMqopevgAoaQ="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="/nv4ixkFl2WmxmriMqopevgAoaQ="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="/nv4ixkFl2WmxmriMqopevgAoaQ="></latexit>

pF
<latexit sha1_base64="PTyyui4Od7hRvhkzNub2/aurvTU="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="PTyyui4Od7hRvhkzNub2/aurvTU="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="PTyyui4Od7hRvhkzNub2/aurvTU="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="PTyyui4Od7hRvhkzNub2/aurvTU="></latexit>

T ⌧ pF
<latexit sha1_base64="jFg8a8ipEzHlUAUeDW46oUG6M5A="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="jFg8a8ipEzHlUAUeDW46oUG6M5A="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="jFg8a8ipEzHlUAUeDW46oUG6M5A="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="jFg8a8ipEzHlUAUeDW46oUG6M5A="></latexit>

※ Neutron, proton, electron

are all Fermi degenerate.

strong int.



C
dT

dt
= �L⌫ � L�

<latexit sha1_base64="FW94Ffutrdq8w4NnD1SUqD2PkQ8="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="FW94Ffutrdq8w4NnD1SUqD2PkQ8="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="FW94Ffutrdq8w4NnD1SUqD2PkQ8="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="FW94Ffutrdq8w4NnD1SUqD2PkQ8="></latexit>

Cas A NS Cooling (theory)

8
>>>>>>>>>><

>>>>>>>>>>:
<latexit sha1_base64="lLdI/iGhNs/gTgXG+UgDHeLa0AY="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="lLdI/iGhNs/gTgXG+UgDHeLa0AY="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="lLdI/iGhNs/gTgXG+UgDHeLa0AY="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="lLdI/iGhNs/gTgXG+UgDHeLa0AY="></latexit>

NS temperature evolution

• Direct Urca


• Modified Urca
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• similarly,


  but subdominant, 

strong int.

N +N 0 ! N +N 0 + ⌫ + ⌫̄

(N,N 0 = n or p)
<latexit sha1_base64="Yy3i+boOKRJJ0126/GTByMxGOqo="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="Yy3i+boOKRJJ0126/GTByMxGOqo="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="Yy3i+boOKRJJ0126/GTByMxGOqo="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="Yy3i+boOKRJJ0126/GTByMxGOqo="></latexit>

LBrems
⌫ / T 8

<latexit sha1_base64="Z377nBxDIqmGNZcDyvubs0hy+v8="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="Z377nBxDIqmGNZcDyvubs0hy+v8="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="Z377nBxDIqmGNZcDyvubs0hy+v8="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="Z377nBxDIqmGNZcDyvubs0hy+v8="></latexit>

LBrems
⌫ ⇠ O(0.01)LMU

⌫
<latexit sha1_base64="LEqIGRFXs6UqFIFSkt2YAHycp8c="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="LEqIGRFXs6UqFIFSkt2YAHycp8c="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="LEqIGRFXs6UqFIFSkt2YAHycp8c="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="LEqIGRFXs6UqFIFSkt2YAHycp8c="></latexit>

0.2

0.4

0.6

0.8

1.0

p
<latexit sha1_base64="/nv4ixkFl2WmxmriMqopevgAoaQ="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="/nv4ixkFl2WmxmriMqopevgAoaQ="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="/nv4ixkFl2WmxmriMqopevgAoaQ="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="/nv4ixkFl2WmxmriMqopevgAoaQ="></latexit>

pF
<latexit sha1_base64="PTyyui4Od7hRvhkzNub2/aurvTU="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="PTyyui4Od7hRvhkzNub2/aurvTU="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="PTyyui4Od7hRvhkzNub2/aurvTU="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="PTyyui4Od7hRvhkzNub2/aurvTU="></latexit>

T ⌧ pF
<latexit sha1_base64="jFg8a8ipEzHlUAUeDW46oUG6M5A="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="jFg8a8ipEzHlUAUeDW46oUG6M5A="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="jFg8a8ipEzHlUAUeDW46oUG6M5A="></latexit><latexit sha1_base64="jFg8a8ipEzHlUAUeDW46oUG6M5A="></latexit>

※ Neutron, proton, electron

are all Fermi degenerate.
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NS temperature evolution

• Direct Urca


• Modified Urca


• Bremsstrahlung


• (PBF) We neglect it for the moment. 

(more on this later)
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NS surface is insulated from 
the hot interior by its envelope.

⌘ = g214�M/M

�M : mass of light elements
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NS temperature evolution

• Direct Urca


• Modified Urca


• Bremsstrahlung


• PBF

• At T < Tc, Cooper pairing occurs.


 neutron singlet (1S0) 

 neutron triplet (3P2)

 proton singlet (1S0)


•  M.Urca and Brems. are suppressed then.


•  On the other hand, a new process,

 Cooper pair breaking and formation (PBF),

 is enhanced.

T > Tc T < Tc

Figs. from Page et.al. 1302.6626
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NS temperature evolution

• Direct Urca


• Modified Urca


• Bremsstrahlung


• PBF

 Cooper pair breaking and formation (PBF)
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Effective only in a short period


•  At T > Tc, no paring.


•  At T << Tc, no pair breaking.


It triggers a sudden cooling 

at around T = Tc.

Figs. from Page et.al. 1302.6626
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Cas A NS Cooling (theory)

phase transition 

T = Tc sudden, rapid cooling


by PBF process.

•  Neutron triplet (n-3P2) PBF is dominant.


•  Large uncertainty in n-3P2 gap.


-> Parameters 

(in particular, Tc) 

are adjusted

to fit the data.



• The observed Cas A NS cooling can be explained 

within the standard NS Cooling.


• Neutron superfluidity (and proton superconductivity) 
play key roles.


D. Page, M. Prakash, J. M. Lattimer, A. W. Steiner, 1011.6142 [Phys.Rev.Lett.]. 
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2Department of Physics and Astronomy, Ohio University, Athens, Ohio 45701-2979, USA

3Department of Physics and Astronomy, State University of New York at Stony Brook, Stony Brook, New York 11794-3800, USA
4Joint Institute for Nuclear Astrophysics, National Superconducting Cyclotron Laboratory and, Department of Physics

and Astronomy, Michigan State University, East Lansing, Michigan 48824, USA
(Received 29 November 2010; published 22 February 2011)

We propose that the observed cooling of the neutron star in Cassiopeia A is due to enhanced neutrino

emission from the recent onset of the breaking and formation of neutron Cooper pairs in the 3P2 channel.

We find that the critical temperature for this superfluid transition is ’ 0:5! 109 K. The observed rapidity

of the cooling implies that protons were already in a superconducting state with a larger critical

temperature. This is the first direct evidence that superfluidity and superconductivity occur at supranuclear

densities within neutron stars. Our prediction that this cooling will continue for several decades at the

present rate can be tested by continuous monitoring of this neutron star.

DOI: 10.1103/PhysRevLett.106.081101 PACS numbers: 97.60.Jd, 95.30.Cq, 26.60."c

The neutron star in Cassiopeia A (Cas A), discovered in
1999 in the Chandra first light observation [1] targeting the
supernova remnant, is the youngest known in the Milky
Way. An association with the historical supernova SN 1680
[2] gives Cas A an age of 330 yr, in agreement with its
kinematic age [3]. The distance to the remnant is estimated
to be 3:4þ0:3

"0:1 kpc [4]. The thermal soft x-ray spectrum of
Cas A is well fit by a nonmagnetized carbon atmosphere
model, with a surface temperature of 2! 106 K and
an emitting radius of 8–17 km [5]. These results raise
Cas A to the rank of the very few isolated neutron stars
with a well determined age and a reliable surface tempera-
ture, thus allowing for detailed modeling of its thermal
evolution and the determination of its interior proper-
ties [6].

Analyzing archival data from 2000–2009, Heinke and
Ho [7] recently reported that Cas A’s surface temperature
has rapidly decreased from 2:12! 106 to 2:04! 106 K
[8,9]. This rate of cooling is significantly larger than ex-
pected from the modified Urca (‘‘MU’’) process [10,11] or
a medium modified Urca [12]. It is also unlikely to be due
to any of the fast neutrino (!) emission processes (such as
direct Urca processes from nucleons or hyperons, or !
emission from Bose condensates or gapless quark matter)
since the visible effects of those become apparent over
the thermal relaxation time scale of the crust [13]; i.e.,
30–100 yr, much earlier than the age of Cas A, and exhibit
a slow evolution at later times. We interpret Cas A’s
cooling within the ‘‘minimal cooling’’ paradigm [14] and
suggest it is due to the recent triggering of enhanced
neutrino emission resulting from the neutron 3P2 pairing
in the star’s core. Our numerical calculations and analytical
analysis imply a critical temperature TC ’ 0:5! 109 K for
the triplet neutron superfluidity.

The essence of the minimal cooling paradigm is the
a priori exclusion of all fast !-emission mechanisms,
thus restricting ! emission to the ‘‘standard’’ MU process
and nucleon bremsstrahlung processes [11]. However, ef-
fects of pairing, i.e., neutron superfluidity and/or proton
superconductivity, are included. At temperatures just be-
low the critical temperature Tc of a pairing phase transi-
tion, the continuous breaking and formation of Cooper
pairs [15], referred to as the ‘‘PBF’’ process, results in
an enhanced neutrino emission. Calculations of Tc for
neutrons, Tcn, in the 3P2 channel relevant for neutron star
cores, are uncertain due to unsettled interactions [16] and
medium effects which can either strongly suppress or
increase the pairing [17]. Consequently, predictions range
from vanishingly small to almost 1011 K [14]. The pairing
gap is density (") dependent, and the resulting Tcnð"Þ
commonly exhibits a bell-shaped density profile.
Assuming the neutron star has an isothermal core at tem-
perature T, the phase transition will start when T reaches,
at some location in the star, the maximum value of Tcnð"Þ:
TC & maxTcnð"Þ. At that stage, neutrons in a thick shell go
through the phase transition and as T decreases, this shell
splits into two shells which slowly drift toward the lower
and higher density regions away from the maximum of the
bell-shaped profile. If the neutron 3P2 gap has the appro-
priate size, ! emission from the PBF process is an order of
magnitude more efficient than the MU process (see Fig. 20
of [14] or Fig. 2 of [18]).
Implications of the size of the neutron 3P2 pairing

gap were considered in [19] with the result that, for
TC < 109 K, a neutron star would go through the pairing
phase transition at ages ranging from hundreds to tens
of thousands of years, accompanied by a short phase of
rapid cooling. This phenomenon, illustrated in Fig. 6 of
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• The observed Cas A NS cooling can be explained 

within the standard NS Cooling.


• Neutron superfluidity (and proton superconductivity) 
play key roles.
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ABSTRACT
According to recent results of Ho & Heinke, the Cassiopeia A supernova remnant con-
tains a young (≈330-yr-old) neutron star (NS) which has carbon atmosphere and shows
notable decline of the effective surface temperature. We report a new (2010 November)
Chandra observation which confirms the previously reported decline rate. The decline is
naturally explained if neutrons have recently become superfluid (in triplet state) in the
NS core, producing a splash of neutrino emission due to Cooper pair formation (CPF) process
that currently accelerates the cooling. This scenario puts stringent constraints on poorly known
properties of NS cores: on density dependence of the temperature Tcn(ρ) for the onset of neu-
tron superfluidity [Tcn(ρ) should have a wide peak with maximum ≈ (7–9) × 108 K]; on the
reduction factor q of CPF process by collective effects in superfluid matter (q > 0.4) and on the
intensity of neutrino emission before the onset of neutron superfluidity (30–100 times weaker
than the standard modified Urca process). This is serious evidence for nucleon superfluidity
in NS cores that comes from observations of cooling NSs.

Key words: dense matter – equation of state – neutrinos – stars: neutron – supernovae:
individual: Cassiopeia A – X-rays: stars.

1 I N T RO D U C T I O N

It is well known that neutron star (NS) cores contain superdense mat-
ter whose properties are still uncertain (see e.g. Haensel, Potekhin
& Yakovlev 2007; Lattimer & Prakash 2007). One can explore these
properties by studying the cooling of isolated NSs (see e.g. Pethick
1992; Yakovlev & Pethick 2004; Page, Geppert & Weber 2006;
Page et al. 2009 for review).

We analyse observations of the NS in the supernova remnant Cas-
siopeia A (Cas A). The distance to the remnant is d = 3.4+0.3

−0.1 kpc
(Reed et al. 1995). The Cas A age is reliably estimated as t ≈
330 ± 20 yr from observations of the remnant expansion (Fesen
et al. 2006). The compact central source was identified in first light
Chandra X-ray observations (Tananbaum 1999) and studied by
Pavlov et al. (2000), Chakrabarty et al. (2001), and Pavlov & Luna
(2009), but its nature has been uncertain. The fits of the observed
X-ray spectrum with magnetized or non-magnetized hydrogen at-

⋆E-mail: pshternin@gmail.com (PSS); wynnho@slac.stanford.edu
(WCGH)

mosphere models or with blackbody spectrum revealed too small
size of the emission region (could be hotspots on NS surface al-
though no pulsations have been observed, e.g. Pavlov & Luna 2009).

Recently Ho & Heinke (2009) have shown that the observed spec-
trum is successfully fitted taking a carbon atmosphere model with
a low magnetic field (B ! 1011 G). The gravitational mass of the
object, as inferred from the fits, is M ≈ 1.3–2 M⊙, circumferential
radius R ≈ 8–15 km and the non-redshifted effective surface tem-
perature T s ∼ 2 × 106 K (Yakovlev et al. 2011). These parameters
indicate that the compact source is an NS with the carbon atmo-
sphere. It emits thermal radiation from the entire surface and has
the surface temperature typical for an isolated NS. It is the youngest
in the family of observed cooling NSs.

Yakovlev et al. (2011) compared these observations with the NS
cooling theory. The authors concluded that the Cas A NS has already
reached the stage of internal thermal relaxation. It cools via neutrino
emission from the stellar core; its neutrino luminosity is not very
different from that provided by the modified Urca process.

Following Ho & Heinke (2009), Heinke & Ho (2010) analysed
Chandra observations of the Cas A NS during 10 yr and found
a steady decline of Ts by about 4 per cent. They interpret it as
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Bremsstrahlung

axion emission strong int.
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axion emission

What we did:

• followed NS cooling with axion emission (Brems. and PBF).

 by modifying a public code NSCool.


• APR EoS.

• NS mass M = 1.4 Msun.

• gap models:


 n-1S0 gap: SFB (doesn’t matter)

 p-1S0 gap: CCDK (doesn’t matter as far as large enough)  

 n-3P2 gap: gap height Δ∝ Tc and width: free parameter.



Cas A NS Cooling with axion
Results

Axion emission can be as strong as neutrino emission.

K. Hamaguchi, 

N. Nagata, 

K. Yanagi, 

J. Zheng, 

1806.07151

phase transition 

T = Tc



Cas A NS Cooling with axion
Results fa = 1 x 109 GeV: 

can fit the data. 

fa = 4 x 108 GeV: difficult 
to fit the data even by 
adjusting gap parameters.

obtained a new bound: 
(for an envelope with a thin carbon layer)

cf. SN1987A bound: fa & 4⇥ 108 GeV
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Summary
A rapid cooling of Cas A Neutron Star (NS)

has been observed.


It can be explained within the standard NS 

cooling scenario. (i.e., without physics beyond 
the Standard Model)

If there is an extra cooling, such as 

an axion emission, the cooling is modified.

We studied the Cas A NS cooling with an 
axion emission, and obtained a new bound on 
the axion decay constant,

fa > O(108) GeV.

(comparable to the existing SN1987A bound)

W.C.G.Ho, K.G.Elshamouty, C.O.Heinke, A.Y.Potekhin, 1412.7759

K.Hamaguchi, N.Nagata, K.Yanagi, J.Zheng, 1806.07151



Backup



Cas A NS Cooling with axion

Remark: uncertainty from envelope
surface 

temperature 

(observed)

internal temperature

==> O(1) uncertainty in fa bound.



Alternative scenario to explain Cas A cooling

• longer thermal relaxation timescale in the crust or core

• etc
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fa & 5⇥ 108 GeV (KSVZ)
fa & 7⇥ 108 GeV (DFSZ, tan� = 10)
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(larger uncertainty from envelope for DFSZ)
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