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Introduction

● Units are important
● That is why we have standards
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Introduction

“The nice thing about standards is that you have so many 
to choose from.”

 

                                               Andrew S. Tanenbaum



  

Disaster!



  

In the beginning...

● Small volume of data
● Kilobytes was natural
● Binary structures
● 1000 vs 1024



  

In the beginning...

● Small volume of data
● Kilobytes was natural
● Binary structures
● 1000 vs 1024
● 1 kilobyte = 1024 bytes?!

Image: NASA



  

As magnitudes increase...
Source: Wikipedia



  

The solution?

● Binary prefixes to the rescue!
● Introduced in 1998 by the IEC
● You may have seen them already
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The prefixes

Kilobyte → kibibyte

Megabyte → mebibyte

Terabyte → tebibyte

Petabyte → pebibyte

...



  

                                 Thank you!
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