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The “Third Party Copy”(TPC) Working Group in the WLCG’s “Data Organization, Management, and Access”
(DOMA) activity was proposed during a CHEP 2018 Birds of a Feather session in order to help organize the
work toward developing alternatives to the GridFTP protocol. Alternate protocols enable the community to
diversify; explore new approaches such as alternate authorization mechanisms; and reduce the risk due to the
retirement of the Globus Toolkit, which provides a commonly used GridFTP protocol implementation.

Two alternatives were proposed to the TPC group for investigation: WebDAV and XRootD. Each approach has
multiple implementations, allowing us to demonstrate interoperability between distinct storage systems. As
the working group took as a mandate the development of alternatives - and not to select a single protocol - we
have put together a program of work allowing both to flourish. This includes community infrastructure such
as documentation pointers, email lists, or biweekly meetings, as well as continuous interoperability testing
involving production & test endpoints, deployment recipes, scale testing, and debugging assistance.

Each major storage system utilized by WLCG sites now has at least one functional non-GridFTP protocol for
performing third-party-copy. The working group is focusing on including a wider set of sites and helping sites
deploy more production endpoints. We are interacting with WLCG VOs to perform production data transfers
using WebDAV or XRootD at the participating sites with the objective that all sites deploy at least one of these
alternative protocols.
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