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‘Open’ and the British Library

• In 1972, the British Library Act established the British 

Library as “… a national centre for reference, study and 

bibliographical and other information services” and tasks 

us to contribute “to the efficient management of other 

libraries and information services, to carry out and sponsor 

research”.

• In 2015, the Living Knowledge vision stated that the best 

way to deliver this mission today is for the British Library to 

become the most open, creative and innovative institution 

of its kind in the world.
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Repositioning the BL in the research landscape
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Changing nature of collections

Open Access

Digital remote  
access

Digital onsite 
access

BL collection

- Relative to content on 

the internet our 

collections are 

shrinking

- We can no longer hope 

to meet all user needs 

from our collections

- Enhance our 

collections by 

connecting them to 

relevant global content

- We need to reconsider 

national collection 

models in a global 

open science world
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Improving open access discovery

Open access 

Legal Deposit digital

Subscribed digital

Physical Reading Room 

Access

BL On Demand
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It’s not open if you cannot find it…

• Workshop (21/09/18) organised by the British 

Library, with support from the Arcadia Fund

• Bringing together key players in open access 

discovery to understand current developments 

and identify challenges and potential solutions

• Decision to continue as informal network to 

develop and maintain a joint roadmap

• Write up of the event: 

https://dx.doi.org/10.22020/v652-2876

• BASE: Bielefeld Academic Search Engine

• British Library

• COAR: Confederation of Open Access 
Repositories

• CORE: Connecting Repositories

• Crossref

• DOAJ: Directory of Open Access Journals

• EBI: Europe Pubmed Central

• Impactstory

• Internet Archive

• Jisc

• Open Access Button

• ORCID

• University College Cork (for the Irish 
National Open Research Forum)
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Partnership example: Impactstory
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Single Digital Presence for public libraries?

Options User needs Strategic

Approach

Options

Analysis

Feasibility

Testing

https://www.bl.uk/press-releases/2019/june/new-research-proposes-five-options-for-a-digital-presence-in-public-libraries
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Developing an open repository platform

• Single BL repository platform

• Refresh national preservation 

system (>5m items, petabyte-scale)

• Access layer with multiple 

repositories, shared service model

• Repository pilot developed with:

Preservation Layer

Services Layer

Access Layer

EThOS Data.bl.uk
BL 

Institutional 
Repository

Partner 
Repositories
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Project FREYA

• FREYA is a 3-year project funded by 

the European Commission under the 

Horizon 2020 programme. The project 

aims to extend the infrastructure for 

persistent identifiers (PIDs) as a core 

component of open research, in the 

EU and globally. FREYA will improve 

discovery, navigation, retrieval, and 

access to research resources.
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Enhancing metadata: provenance
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Cite the digital

• Our URLs for digital content can be long

• Our ARKs are not yet resolvable

• There is a tendency to cite print versions rather than digital because:

• Concerns over persistency of URLs

• URLs are too long

• Print is seen as more reliable

See: Blaney, J & Siefring, J. (2017) A Culture of non-citation: Assessing the digital impact of British History Online and the Early English Books 

Online Text Creation Partnership. Digital Humanities Quarterly, vo.11, no.1. Accessed 21/05/2019 at 

http://www.digitalhumanities.org/dhq/vol/11/1/000282/000282.html

Technical and cultural changes needed
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Text and Data Mining: Newspapers

• Much content can only be accessed in BL Reading Rooms

• OCR quality – substantial digitisation done with Findmypast was from microfilm 

which does impact on accuracy. Furthermore, we do not have access to the derived 

data (OCR).

• Heritage Made Digital - newspapers: 

https://blogs.bl.uk/thenewsroom/2019/01/heritage-made-digital-the-newspapers.html

• Transparency over selection decisions (how to convey in final dataset?)

• Derived data from the digitisation (OCR, entities etc) will be made freely available via 

the http://data.bl.uk platform.

• Living with Machines: https://www.bl.uk/press-releases/2018/december/living-with-

machines
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