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What is IP? 

Why is it important?



What is IP?

What is Intellectual Property?

Intellectual property (IP) refers 

to creations of the mind, such 

as inventions; literary and 

artistic works; designs; and 

symbols, names and images 

used in commerce.

Types of IP

● Patents

● Copyrights 

● Trademarks

● Trade secrets

● Geographic Indicators



Patents

Requirements

Novel 

Inventive

Utility

Validity

20 years from issue



Patents - claims



Copyrights

Worldwide map of copyright term length. CC V3.0

Copyright is the exclusive 

right given to the creator of 

a creative work to 

reproduce the work, 

usually for a limited time.

The creative work may be 

in a literary, artistic or 

musical form. Copyright is 

intended to protect the 

original expression of an 

idea in the form of a 

creative work, but not the 

idea itself.



Zachary Crockett, Priceonomics; data via Tom W. Bell

http://www.tomwbell.com/writings/(C)_Term.html


Trademarks

A trademark is a type of intellectual property consisting of a recognizable sign, design, or expression which 

identifies products or services of a particular source from those of others, although trademarks used to 

identify services are usually called service marks. The trademark owner can be an individual, business 

organization, or any legal entity. A trademark may be located on a package, a label, a voucher, or on the 

product itself. For the sake of corporate identity, trademarks are often displayed on company buildings. It is 

legally recognized as a type of intellectual property.

Permission details

This file is ineligible for copyright and therefore in the public domain because it consists entirely of information that is common property and 

contains no original authorship.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/public_domain
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Commons:Threshold_of_originality


Geographic Indicators

Parmigiano-Reggiano The region in which Parmigiano-Reggiano can be 

produced, according to EU and Italian PDO legislation

Myrabella / Wikimedia Commons

CC BY-SA 4.0
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https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/User:Myrabella
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/Main_Page
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0
https://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-sa/4.0


Open Source
Software

Hardware



Entrepreneurs

Why ?

Why not ?

So what ?



Finding a problem worth solving
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Go find problem worth solving


