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An Eternal Archive
• Albert Picot, 3rd Session of CERN Council, Geneva, 10 June 1955:

– CERN is not just another laboratory. It is an institution that has been entrusted with a noble 
mission which it must fulfil not just for tomorrow but for the eternal history of human 
thought.

• Archiving Policy at CERN: 🔗CDS

– §4: The archives of a scientific organization comprise any records that document the 
results of scientific endeavour and the process of scientific work, seconded by the 
necessary administrative and technical support.

– §10: Pending the adoption of specific guidelines for preserving electronic documents, the 
archiving of a hard copy of important documents is essential and must be made 
compulsory in order to ensure that all such documents are archived. Nevertheless, their 
electronic form should not be destroyed.

– §12: As a place of research, the Organization endeavours, through the CERN Archives, to 
preserve the memory of its activities and of its important scientific and cultural role.

https://cds.cern.ch/record/1202773/files/OC3_Archiving_policy_at_CERN_en.pdf
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Administrative Basis

• OC3: Rules applicable to archival material and achiving at CERN (🔗CDS)

– §6: Special archival collections at CERN include:
• Audio and video recordings

• Photographs and films

• Press articles

• Interviews

– This type of archival material is, at present, the responsibility of the units concerned 
and is subject to special agreements between the originators or the persons 
responsible for these units and the CERN Archivist

• OC6: CERN Scientific Documents (🔗CDS)

– §16.1: Wherever possible, each document should be made available in electronic 
form (including any figures and diagrams) on a publicly-available server

https://cds.cern.ch/record/1202773/files/CERN_Circ_Op_en_03.pdf
https://cds.cern.ch/record/1202777/files/CERN_Circ_Op_en_06.pdf


@TimSmithCH

CDS
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Council Documents

• Digitized in 2009/2010

– C, CC (7000)

– FC (12,000)

– SPSC (2,500)

• Restrictions (embargoes):

– Automatic for new documents

– Archived have between 5 and 30 year embargoes, and automated release
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Digital Memory
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Art Discovered

http://cern.ch/volmeur

http://cern.ch/volmeur
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Questions ?


