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Communicating the Update of the European Strategy for Particle Physics

What we’ve achieved

Goal: To achieve coherent communication across CERN member states and beyond, on the 

importance of the process and its outcome for the future of particle physics

Launch of the Strategy 
Update

(Oct 2018)

-Press Release

-Social media 

-ESPPU website

-home.cern. and EPPCN 
websites?

-CERN Courier

Media

Decision makers

General public

Scientific community

Open Symposium in 
Granada

(May 2019)

-Press release

-Media briefing during 
symposium

-ESPPU website

-CERN Courier articles

Media

Scientific community

Briefing book 

(Oct 2019)

-CERN Courier

-home.cern

-EPPCN member websites?

-ESPPU website

Scientific community

General public

https://home.cern/news/press-release/cern/european-particle-physics-community-gears-new-shared-vision-future
http://europeanstrategyupdate.web.cern.ch/
https://home.cern/news/press-release/cern/european-particle-physics-community-gears-new-shared-vision-future
https://home.cern/news/press-release/knowledge-sharing/granada-european-particle-physics-community-prepares-decisions
http://europeanstrategyupdate.web.cern.ch/
https://cerncourier.com/granada-symposium-thinks-big/
https://cerncourier.com/a/european-strategy-enters-next-phase/
https://home.cern/news/news/cern/briefing-book-2020-update-european-strategy-particle-physics
http://europeanstrategyupdate.web.cern.ch/


Requires close 

collaboration with 

scientific community, with 

SPC, with ESG and 

CERN Council delegates 

to:

- Sharpen key 

messages 

- Develop content that 

can underpin 

messaging

- Engage with key 

stakeholders and 

communication 

partners

- Timely preparation of 

content

Strategy Update drafting 
session (Jan 2020)

Scientific community

(…)

Strategy is driven by science, with a 
solid foundation of technical and 

financial feasibility

(…)

Courier

home.cern and EPPCN member 
websites

-ESPPU website

-(…)

ESPPU approved by CERN 
Council (May 2020)

Scientific Community

Decision-makers

Media

General Public

Scientific priorities for European 
particle physics for the next 5 years

(…)

Event for announcement

-Multilateral and bilateral meetings 
with key decision-makers

-(…)
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Preparing the next stages – planning is key

http://europeanstrategyupdate.web.cern.ch/drafting-session


Education, Communication and Outreach in the new ESPP 

• EPPCN submitted a proposal to Strategy Update process

• We welcome the setting up of WG5 on ECO

• Provided input to the WG on vision and strategy for 

the next 5-7 years

• Look forward to the recommendations of WG5

• Stand ready to help implement the recommendations, with 

Member States and in collaboration with other 

communication and education networks

Acknowledgements: Perrine Royole-Degieux, Arnaud Marsollier



Council decision that May 2020 Council meeting will be in Budapest

Between 21-30 May (proposal)

• Meeting with Hungarian delegate 

in week of 4 November to discuss 

preparation of meeting, public 

events and comms



To discuss today

• Communicating the strategy process

• incl. presence at Bad Honnef

• Preparing for Budapest, May 2020

• Set up ESPPU-comms WG/Taskforce?

• Communicating the value of particle physics research (at the crossroads)

• Editorial (owned)

• Media – OpEds, interviews
Target 

audiences
Channels Voices Timings



Input for our discussion today

• May meeting: comms on ESPPU should centre on importance of the process for future of particle physics

• an ongoing journey of discovery (analogy of island looking out to other islands)

• questioning, discussion and debate amongst peers is an integral component

• future colliders (whichever one) mentioned within broader narrative

• Identify ambassadors in each MS (to use with media, on social media, bilateral meetings, etc)

• CERN’s Scientific Policy Committee (SPC) - prepared a series of physics arguments to “make the case for future, post-

LHC, projects”

• EPS report commissioned to Cebr (UK), “The Importance of Physics to the economies of Europe”

• Turnover (16%), GDP (12%), employment (up to >12%) of Europe’s total business economy

• Massimo Florio’s book ”Investing in Science – Social Cost-Benefit Analysis of Research Infrastructures” (MIT Press)

• Some key messaging to underpin comms (discussed in ECO):

• First time that there are different options; community is coming together to discuss all the options

• Particle physics (and astronomy) are the key recruiters of bright-minds into science

• Value of colliders (cost has not increased) and applications

• …

• In 2020 – 10th anniversary of first physics at LHC

https://www.eps.org/page/policy_economy
https://mitpress.mit.edu/books/investing-science

