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The Idea

● Getting rid of the next branch

● Using master as the main development branch
– All pull requests should be created against master

● Not moving away from using feature and patch branches

● Release branches for the currently supported releases
– Necessary patches will be cherry-picked to the release

● Automated testing of PRs against the latest release branch
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GitHub Actions

● Concurrency: 20 jobs vs. 5 jobs on Travis

● Flexibility: events like labeling an issue or a timer can 
trigger a workflow

● Shell, Python, Docker are ready-to-use

● Bigger steps can be outsourced to custom actions

● Contrary to Travis, its infrastructure is not Open Source

● A workflow step may trigger some other CI via webhook



  

Proof of Concept
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Proof of Concept (cont‘d)

● For testing non-feature PRs against the latest 
release branch

branch name
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Proof of Concept (cont‘d)

● Accessing the event workload

● Setting an output variable



  8

Prospect

● Porting the current Travis testing matrix to GitHub 
Actions

● Not being too GitHub dependent by being able to 
port the workflows fast (e. g. to Buildbot)

● Having a simple way to run the same tests locally

● Documenting everything in CONTRIBUTING.rst
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Links
● GitHub Actions Documentation 

https://help.github.com/en/actions

● Proof of concept PR https://github.com/bziemons/rucio/pull/4

● Proof of concept workflow 
https://github.com/bziemons/rucio/blob/test/.github/workflows/
pr-mergetest.yml

● Test action for cherry-picking into release branch 
https://github.com/bziemons/rucio/blob/test/.github/actions/mer
getest-docker-action/mergetest.py
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