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• Using hardware under retirement

• March 30: 4,000 VM cores

• Could add further ~5,000 cores this week

• Note: no impact on production capacity

• Simple deployment

• VMs with trivial user data:

“Zero hardware cost, minimal deployment cost”

Quick and dirty deployment
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F@H stats for CERN_CLOUD
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https://stats.foldingathome.org/team/38188

https://stats.foldingathome.org/team/38188


• F@H requires Internet connectivity to download work
• 200 pre-retired Hypervisors cannot be used

• Can we set up a proxy? Or host a F@H server?

• VMs not (Puppet) managed
• Cannot easily update configuration

• No monitoring. Are CPUs optimally used?

• Re-deploy as K8s clusters?
• Would include monitoring and auto-scaling.

These issues would require some manpower
• And different skill sets, from different teams

Deployment limitations
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• CERN Cloud running 4,000 cores

• Could ramp up to 9,000 later this week

• But this will disappear in coming month(s)

• Simple deployment, with limitations

• Overcoming those limitations requires some effort

• Q: Worth investing?

• Are we adding significant (Batch) production 

capacity?

• Do we want to focus on F@H? Or sthg else?

Conclusions
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Thank you!
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