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Purpose of Snowmass

United States’ roughly-decadal particle physics long-range plan-

ning exercise. Run by American Physical Society - Division of

Particles & Fields.

Used to take place in Snowmass, Colorado (small ski resort near

Aspen); last Snowmass (2013) was geographically distributed

with 10-day closeout meeting in Minneapolis.

Snowmass catalyzes studies and collects the physics cases for

possible future facilities/programs.

Does not make funding recommendations.

→ Input to an ad-hoc HEPAP subpanel, which prioritizes and

makes recommendations.

→ Funding priorities of (mainly) US Department of Energy.
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Purpose of Snowmass

Outputs of Snowmass 2013 (my own personal observations):

- First estimates of HL-LHC Higgs coupling capabilities & com-
parison to ILC

- TLEP “on a napkin” → FCC-ee & CEPC for Higgs

- First substantive physics studies of 100 TeV pp collider

- Collective generation of large Monte Carlo samples including
handling pile-up for HL-LHC and higher-energy pp collider physics
studies

- Many other things that I was too busy being a Higgs subgroup
co-convener to notice. :)

HEPAP → US involvement in HL-LHC and rededication of US
on-shore HEP program to neutrino beam facility/DUNE
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Structure of Snowmass 2021
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Structure of Snowmass 2021

Each “frontier” has overarching

conveners

Divided into topical groups, with

their own conveners

Complex calendar of meetings

and events

Join the appropriate listservs if

you are interested - low traffic,

mainly meeting announcements

(Compare 2013: Energy / Intensity / Cosmic frontiers)
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Structure of Snowmass 2021
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Upcoming activities and how to interface with Snowmass

Letters of Interest (max 2 pages text, due Aug 31, 2020)

The purpose of Letters of Interest (LoIs) is to allow Snowmass

conveners to see what proposals are coming and to encourage

the community to begin studying them. [...] These letters will

help conveners to prepare the Snowmass Planning Meeting that

will take place on November 4-6, 2020 at Fermilab. [likely virtual]

Contributions to Snowmass 2021 (due July 31, 2021)

Snowmass 2021 Proceedings. White papers on specific scien-

tific areas, technical articles presenting new results on relevant

physics topics, and reasoned expressions of physics priorities [...].

Conclusion of the 2021 Snowmass Summer Study, July 11-20,

2021 at UW Seattle.

Heather Logan (Carleton U.) US Snowmass process CINP+IPP mtg, Jun 2020

7



What next

- Peruse the Snowmass website, https://snowmass21.org/

to find where your interests fit in and/or sign up for stuff

- Look at the proceedings of the last Snowmass,

https://www.slac.stanford.edu/econf/C1307292/

to get an idea of what Snowmass output looks like

- If there are Canadian Contexts that are not being captured and

you want me to bring them to the Snowmass Advisory Group

(monthly meetings, starting next week), email me at

logan@physics.carleton.ca
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