
Laudatio for Björn Jonson

- ISOLDE group leader: 1977 – 1984

- Major extension of the ISOLDE’s RIB beams 

( Helge Ravn’s group)

- Initiated a broad scientific program studying 

and using the decay characteristics

Piet Van Duppen

KU Leuven, Belgium
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238U (uranium carbide target)

Piet Van Duppen – November 26, 2020
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REX ISOLDE

Investigation of the 9Li+2H  8Li + t reaction at REX-ISOLDE
Jeppesen et al., Phys. Lett. B635 (2006) 17
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Unitarity of the Cabbibo Kobayashi Maskawa matrix

- Discovery of 32Ar and 74Rb

- Study of super allowed Fermi decay:

- Detailed and precise beta decay study

- Precise mass measurements (Blaum et al., Phys. Rev. Lett. 92 (2003) 260801)

Stockholm, December 7, 2008

Nobel Prize in Physics - 2008

"for the discovery of the origin of the broken 

symmetry which predicts the existence of at 

least three families of quarks in nature."

Makoto Kobayashi

Toshihide Maskawa



Shutdown of the CERN SC

December 19, 1990

May 26, 1992

ISOLDE moves to the PS Booster



Conclusion / personal remarks:
- Björn had a tremendous influence on the ISOLDE program

“Björn has always been around at ISOLDE”

- Together with the late P. Gregers Hansen, Björn had a major impact on 

nuclear-structure physics related to ‘Halo Nuclei’

- My sincere congratulations to Björn and Klaus!
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Thanks!

Mark Huyse

IKS Staff

Nuclear Spectroscopy Group

Jürgen Kluge


