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Updates on Documentation

● Status
● Comments
● Changes for the future
● Discussion/Request for Input
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Status
● The sphinx approach to creating documentation seems stable/mature now (continued 

thanks to everyone!)
– Slides almost the same as last year

● We had one update this year – in July
– Could have more, although can take some effort

● New e-reader output formats
– thanks to Anna for both helping and motivating

– epub (tested), kindle (untested – not sure how….)

● A request for raw source files for alternate translations 
– Provided on condition that the original is referenced and we’re not responsible

– An ad hoc arrangement…

– Not sure if anything happened here – did anybody read Ukrainian docs?
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Comments
● Can developers please re-base before making a merge request?

– Not critical, but makes handling merge requests faster

●  Sometimes errors are introduced (by me) and not spotted for some time: 
– e.g. Search was broken at the beginning of July, fixed last week

– Fix for search resulted in navigation getting truncated….

– Would be helpful if we could all check things in the documentation regularly

– I’m happy to have direct e-mails, bugzilla, or whatever

● As we move to a release phase I would encourage everybody to look at the 
documentation and consider updates required for new features being introduced in 10.7

● Maybe we can avoid the rush in the last days before the release this year???

● Deadline is 27th November 2020 for release 10.7
– If something is coming, would be helpful to let me know in advance and I’m happy to help with 

conversion/formatting etc….
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Future Plans (still pending)
● We will introduce auto-deployment of branches to a “dev” area on the web-site

– Allows contributors to see their changes almost immediately

– Links could be shared (e.g. documentation of a beta model)

– Could also encourage intermediate full releases

● In the longer time it might be time to come back to the division between guides

● As Gunter already mentioned – we have three “landing” pages for documentation
– Doesn’t make sense (to me)

– Getting started excludes PhysicsLists and Examples

– Suggests Intro and FAQ (the shorted and oldest Geant4 docs)

– Revised during upcoming web-page discussion – before the release?
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Documentation Web-pages
● Currently we have 3 (independent) web-pages 

for documentation “landing”

● Does this make sense?

● Not obvious why clicking the picture takes you 
somewhere different …

● Some times I forget that I should update in 3 
places

● Is the getting started area up to date?
– e.g. what about physics lists? Examples?

– Introduction and FAQ are highlighted as first places 
to go (are oldest docs!!)

– Is the picture relevant?
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Discussion/Request for Input
● Videos?!

● Does the division between guides make sense?

● Issues with versions on sphinx?
– Resolved with updating/migrating to Sphinx 3.X

– However, search and some formatting had problems

● Should we have a static (docker image) for the deployment, so we don’t have “local” 
builds?

● How many people would like to see their updates “live”?

● Should we update more often?
– Effort could become a lot

– Archiving – does it make sense? (we have git after all) – particularly for the web versions?

● Anything else?
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