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The CMS experiment at CERN has released research-quality data from particle collisions at the LHC since
2014. Almost all data from the first LHC run in 2010–2012 with the corresponding simulated samples are
now in the public domain, and several scientific studies have been performed using these data. This paper
summarizes the available data and tools, reviews the challenges in using them in research, and discusses
measures to improve their usability.
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