
CERN Knowledge Transfer

Ash Ravikumar

Entrepreneurship Development Officer



Transfer of Technology/know-
how to create societal 
impact.

My 2 mandates 
1. More startups from CERN;
2. More startups that can use 
CERN Technology https://kt.cern/

https://kt.cern/


Entrepreneurship 

1. Start your own company
“I am passionate about solving this problem 

that many people have” 

http://www.paulgraham.com/genius.html
http://www.paulgraham.com/ideas.html

http://www.paulgraham.com/genius.html
http://www.paulgraham.com/ideas.html


Entrepreneurship 

“I don’t have an idea; Nor a 
problem that I want to solve”

99% fit to this category. 
Join the 1% who are passionate and that resonates 

with you



Joining startups
Early Stage Startups Pre-seed/Seed stage Series A+

Only founders at the 
company

High risk

Maybe pre-product

Definitely pre-revenue

~ 5  people

Validated and de-risked 
some of the risks

Maybe pre-revenue

Has convinced the first 
investor

10 to 20 people 

Have a product *

Close to revenue *

Growth stage companies

Factors to consider: 
What is your risk tolerance? 

Are you comfortable with ambiguity ?



Where to find them? 

https://app.dealroom.co/dashboard https://www.crunchbase.com/home

https://app.dealroom.co/dashboard
https://www.crunchbase.com/home


How to apply?

Startups compete with 
big name companies for 

talent. 

Most probably they will 
not have a job opening 

that fits you

Make a list of companies that you really 
like and would like to work for.

Answer for yourself why you want to 
work with them.

Write your dream job and why and what 
you bring to the startup



Example

https://www.ted.com/talks/jason_shen_looking_for_a_job_highlight_your_ability_not_your_experience

• Jason Shen  - Double major 
in Biology 

• Taught himself coding and 
wanted to become a 
Product Manager (PM)

• Many rejections from all 
major companies

• Read the IPO filing for Etsy 
front to end

• Made a website with what he 
would do as a PM

• Included 4 recommendations
• Those exactly were what the 

team at Etsy were doing

https://www.ted.com/talks/jason_shen_looking_for_a_job_highlight_your_ability_not_your_experience


Thanks! 

Questions welcome anytime,

Ashwin.Ravikumar@cern.ch

mailto:Ashwin.Ravikumar@cern.ch

