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PhysicsQuest 2019
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Katherine Weimer

Tamia Williams

Mission
To advance and diffuse the knowledge of physics for the benefit of humanity, promote physics, 

and serve the broader physics community.

Through virtual public 
engagement/website

§ We give the space to 

members to highlight their 

work and engage more 

broadly with the public. 

§ Invade popular spaces 

with physics content that 

is easy to understand and 

fun to engage –

normalizing physics 

consumption.

§ supporting members’ public 

engagement initiatives. 

§ engaging the public directly

with programs such as 

physicsquest. 

§ Provide Professional 

development for members 

who are interested or 

participate in public 

engagement (Workshops, 

seminars to support 

members’ communication 

skills, Provide support on 

assessment of programs)

Amplify the voice for 

science

communicate & Share the 

excitement and role physics 

plays in the modern
world.

Promote effective 

physics education 
for all

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Katherine_Weimer
https://physicstoday.scitation.org/do/10.1063/PT.6.4.20201026d/full/


WE are here to collaborate and provide support

Build support to Make public engagement as a metric for professional 

advancement - building a subcommittee to propose APS statement 

Use our platforms to engage with the broader audience and promote your 

program and activities - account take overs, ask a physicist, blog post, lives 

Identify opportunities to grow members’ participation in public engagement 

- wiki course participation/sponsorship, incoming workshops, wiki edit-a-thons 

Join our community - together we have a louder voice 

Public engagement department

Some initiative that you could participate:

For question or more information on any of the initiatives: 

physicscentral@aps.org or fracchiolla@aps.org 

mailto:physicscentral@aps.org
mailto:fracchiolla@aps.org
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Challenges APS is addressing

Increasing the 
participation of the 
next generation of 
physicists 

Initiatives: Physics Quest, virtual public engagement, 

supporting members’ activities
Audience: teachers & students
Objectives: spark interest in young students to continue 
pursing physics and science in general as a career path

Addressing the decline 
of public trust in science 
and public appreciation 
of the power of physics 
to transform our world

Initiatives: virtual public engagement, wiki courses, supporting 

our members through professional development & platforms
Audience: general public
Objectives: Invade public spaces in non-traditional ways to 
get the general public more comfortable with physics and 
consuming physics becomes a norm. 

Embrace inclusion and 
diversity - all who want 
to practice physics find 
a welcoming and 
supportive environment 

Initiatives: Wiki courses, virtual public engagement, and 

supporting members 
AUDIENCE: general public, youth
Objectives: Give spaces to augment physicists voices from 
underrepresented groups and create more role models for 
the future generations.

Vision of the Public Engagement department Physics is fun, is for everyone.

challenge Public Engagement department response



Addressing the Challenges

Increase 
collaboration 

across 
departments

Careers department: professional development for members

Diversity department: Joint initiatives to augment voice
of Underrepresented Groups in physics 

Education department: Joint efforts to provide Professional 
Development for teachers

Improve and enhance 
APS volunteering 

experience

offering Professional Development opportunities, coaching our 
volunteers, and providing resources and a community to practice 

public engagement. As well as provide the adequate platforms to 

support their efforts – particularly early career members and those 

from URG.

Securing financial 
sustainability

becoming sustainable by requiring minimum fees for 

registration to courses 
partnering with members and other organizations in 
activities and grants 
identifying opportunities for sponsorship from industry. 
Leveraging our greatest resource – members volunteers

Aps proposal Public Engagement department response


