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SIS’ mission:

• CERN’s Scientific Information Service aims at 

efficiently managing, preserving and disseminating 

scientific information to make it openly accessible 

and reusable to CERN and the worldwide HEP 

community.

• 4 areas of activity: The Library, the INSPIRE 

database, the Archive, Open Science
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The Library:

• Ensures that scientific information produced at 

CERN is safeguarded and made publicly available.

• Distributes CERN publications (yellow reports, 

CERN Courier, Particle Data Group publications)

• Provides resources of information in all fields of 

relevance to CERN: physics, IT, mathematics, 

engineering, management

h
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What we offer:
• 150,000 books and conference proceedings, of whose 100,000 in 

electronic form

• 2,000 e-journals

• 13,500 technical standards

• CERN Document Server: this is where you find what we have: cds.cern.ch

• Accessible from everywhere in the world – check instructions here:       

http://library.cern/resources/remote

• User-driven acquisitions: suggest a new acquisition

http://library.cern/services/suggest

- http://library.web.cern.ch/services/suggest

http://library.web.cern.ch/services/suggest

https://cds.cern.ch/
http://library.cern/resources/remote
http://library.cern/services/suggest
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Scientific Information Service
Open access to literature and data
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OpBesides the Library collections

• The Bookshop is at your disposal in the Library premises 

o Buy a book for you or your group

o Come and pay by credit card, cash or budget code (EDH)

o We purchase any book on your behalf (also out of print titles)

•Interlibrary Loan Service

o Books, articles, standards, theses …we can obtain for you from

external libraries

o Free of charge, fast (a few hours for an article)

o Very high success rate (>95%)
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INSPIRE:

CERN, DESY, Fermilab and SLAC have built the next-generation High 

Energy Physics (HEP) information system, INSPIRE. It combines the 

successful SPIRES database content, curated at DESY, Fermilab and 

SLAC, with the Invenio digital library technology developed at CERN. 

INSPIRE is run by a collaboration of CERN, DESY, Fermilab, IHEP, 

IN2P3, and SLAC, and interacts closely with HEP publishers, arXiv.org, 

NASA-ADS, PDG, HEPDATA and other information resources.
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INSPIRE:

1991: First website in North America (after the Web was born at CERN)
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In 2019, we launched INSPIRE beta to replace the current 
INSPIRE in 2020.

Visit https://beta.inspirehep.net/ and send us your feedback!

https://labs.inspirehep.net/
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INSPIRE and CDS: what is the 

difference?

• INSPIRE covers HEP literature worldwide (mainly

articles and preprints)

• CERN Document Server focuses on CERN output 

and provides access to the collections of the Library 

and to the Bookshop’s stock
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The Archive:

The CERN Archive is a repository for historical records about all 

aspects of CERN's activities, from the creation of CERN until the 

present day. The CERN Archive includes files of letters, memos, 

reports, notes and other documents created or received in the course 

of their duties by former Directors-General and other senior staff, 

by the CERN Council and subordinate Committees, by CERN 

Departments, and by selected Experiments and Committees. In 

addition to the CERN fonds, it also contains the Wolfgang Pauli 

Archive, a collection of correspondence, manuscripts and other 

material representing the scientific legacy of Wolfgang Pauli (Nobel 

Laureate, 1945). See: http://library.cern/archives

http://library.cern/archives
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Open Science:

• SCOAP3: Sponsoring Consortium for Open Access 

Publishing in Particle Physics

• Freya: extending the infrastructure for persistent 

identifiers (PIDs) 

• CAP: CERN Analysis and Preservation and REANA: 

REproducible research data ANAlysis platform
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SCOAP3 – the largest Open Access 

initiative
• SCOAP3 (Sponsoring Consortium for Open Access Publishing 

in Particle Physics) makes ~90% of HEP journal articles OA

• 3,000 partner libraries from 44 countries and 3 IGO’s

• 7,000 articles/year in 11 journals

• Partner libraries redirect funds previously used to pay 

subscriptions

• CERN is host organization and contractual counterpart  of all 

stakeholders
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• Connected Open Identifiers for Discovery, Access and Use of Research 

Resources

• 3-year project: 2017-2020, funded under Horizon 2020

• Extend the infrastructure for persistent identifiers (PIDs) as a core 

component of open global research 

• Improve data discovery by extending and cross-linking PID core 

services, build on existing PID infrastructure 

(Crossref, DataCite, ORCID and identifiers.org).

• Extend potential of PIDs by designing, developing and delivering 

innovative services for data discovery, resource identification and 

provenance tracking.

• Integrate the PID Graph in disciplinary contexts and the European Open 

Science Cloud (EOSC) via disciplinary demonstrator systems.

• Sustaining an open and trusted PID e-infrastructure provision for the 

benefit of the research community within the EU and globally.

FREYA Project
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• Platform that enables the High-Energy Physics community to preserve 

and share their research objects (data, code, notes,…)

• Piloted in collaboration with all the major LHC experiments

• Versioning of data & code, using the publishing draft/record model

• Integration with related scientific services and universal identifiers (i.e. 

ORCID, ROR)

• Ongoing integration with CERN services that support remote 

execution and reuse (e.g. REANA)

CERN Analysis Preservation – preserve the 

entire research process
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•Scientific In
• Library and Bookshop are in
Bldg. 52-1-052

•Phone: 72444

•From everywhere in the world:
Web site: http://library.cern
CDS: http://cds.cern.ch/
Email: library.desk@cern.ch

•Open 24h/24h, 7days/7days, 52 weeks/52 weeks

•Staffed: Monday-Friday, 8h30-19h00 (8h30-18h00 from 1/1/2020)
Open access to literature and data

How to contact us

http://library.cern/
http://cds.cern.ch/
mailto:library.desk@cern.ch

