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its physics implication, and machine interpretation 



o Bottom Yukawa measurement is a recent achievement:

o The sign (or phase) of the Yukawa couplings have not been well 
measured

o There are possible interplays between Yukawa phases of various 
couplings in EDM measurements and collider physics
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1 Introduction

After the discovery of the Higgs at the LHC [1, 2], the measurement of its couplings to

the other Standard Model (SM) particles through its production and decay channels has

been an ongoing quest [3]. The subsequent measurement of the tt̄h signal marks the direct

probe of the coupling of the Higgs to the third-generation fermions [4, 5]. Despite the large

branching ratio of the Higgs decaying to the bottom pair, the h ! bb̄ eluded measurement

until much later through the V h, h ! bb̄ channel [6–8], bringing about sensitivity to the

bottom-quark Yukawa, yb, as well. Other direct probes to the Higgs couplings to the

bottom quark can be envisaged through the measurements of the associated production of

the Higgs with the bottom quark in the associated bh or bb̄h production channels.
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Higgs couplings and bb̄h



For the bb̄�� background, the k-factor is taken from the ratio between NLO and LO total

cross-sections as given in Ref. [26]. New topologies of VBF-like contribution that are not

included in this work arise as NLO-EW e↵ects.

At the generator level, we apply the following cuts to avoid divergences arising from

the bb̄�� background.

Xp
b
T > 20 GeV, p

�
T > 20 GeV.

generator level cuts: ⌘� < 3, �Rb� > 0.2.

100 < m�� (GeV) < 150.

(2.3)

Here XpT implies a minimum pT cut for at least one b-jet. For the PDF we use lhaid=320500

from the LHAPDF6 package [27] (NNPDF31 nlo as 0118 nf 4 [28])2. Parton-showering is

then performed on the generated LO event sample, with Pythia8 [29], without multi-

parton interaction simulated. Detector simulation is applied next using Delphes [30]. The

parameters are set according to the HL-LHC card, where the b-tagging rate for a central b-

jet is about 75%. The jets are then reconstructed with the anti-kT algorithm with R = 0.4.

We further require two photon jets and at least one b-tagged jet which should satisfy:

basic cuts:
p
bjet
T > 30 GeV, p

�jet
T > 20 GeV,

⌘bjet,�jet < 2.5, 110 < m�� (GeV) < 140.
(2.4)

With these sets of basic cuts, we get the cross-section and estimate the number of events

at HL-LHC (6 ab�1) shown in table 2. Note that the interference term between yb- and

yt-types of diagrams is negative. It, in fact, contains two separate contributions which are

qq̄-initiated and gg-initiated. The former is positive and the latter, larger and negative,

due to the di↵erent types of diagrams involving s or t/u channels with a massive bottom

quark propagator.

All this being said about HL-LHC, we move our focus to FCC-hh. Much like the tt̄h

process, the bb̄h cross-section rises much faster with the center-of-mass energy as compared

to the other Higgs production channels like ggh, VBF or VH. While the cross-section of

the latter processes see a growth of about a factor of ⇠ 10�15 when going from 14 TeV to

100 TeV at a pp collider, the cross-section of bb̄h grows by about a factor of 22. This gives

a distinct advantage to the bb̄h channel over the main irreducible background coming from

Zh rendering the measurement of yb easier at the FCC-hh even beyond a simple statistical

scaling to 30 ab�1.

We use the same parameter setting, generator level cuts, LO simulation and k-factor

estimates as used for HL-LHC. It is known that the k-factors generally increase with center-

of-mass energy of the collider. This increase is of the order of 10%-20% in the channels

that we consider. If this increase is taken into consideration, the signals will actually stand

2
We use the default current version of the PDF set which is called DataVersion=2, an update from an

earlier version. This causes a discrepancy of about 10% in our total cross section from the study [19], while

we otherwise use the same calculation setup and input parameters. We, however, check the ratios between

di↵erent jet selection and pT cut requirements that these two papers provide and find good agreement with

their fixed order calculation results.
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Basic selection (14 TeV HL-LHC): signals

!!" background

Goal: measure bottom-Yukawa couplings

6 Summary

Gleaning tiny and obfuscated signals from dominating backgrounds has been the boon and

the bane of particle physics, in both the theoretical and experimental realms. The evolution

of methods used to do so has gone through several stages with multivariate analysis being

the most evolved. The strength of multivariate analyses in the form of machine learning

methods like decision trees and neural networks have dominated experimental analyses for

quite a few years now. In this work we augment phenomenological analyses by bringing

forth to it the strength of interpretable machine learning.

The extraction of y
2
b from the associated production of the Higgs with a bb̄ has been

written o↵ due to the presence of dominant irreducible backgrounds, especially from Zh

production [20]. The arguments were based on the fact that Zh, Z ! bb̄ and the y
2
b -driven

contribution have very similar kinematic signatures making it di�cult to distinguish the

weaker contribution proportional to y
2
b , from the irreducible background. In this work we

show that, the dismissal of the measurability of the y
2
b -driven contribution in an attempt

to isolate yb is premature. The use of multivariate analysis in the form of BDT can still

allow for the separation of the hidden signal.

We go a step further and add interpretability to the machine learning method by

appealing to a measure derived from game theory called the Shapley values. This facilitates

us in working with high-level kinematic variables, instead of momenta four-vectors, and

gives us insight into the hierarchy of importance of these kinematic variables. This, in

turn, allows us to narrow down and focus on those kinematic variables that are the most

important, providing a way of understanding the physics underlying the possibilities of

separating the y
2
b -driven contribution from the backgrounds.

In summary, this work provides the following innovations and insights:

• An irreducible background like Zh production can be tamed with multivariate meth-

ods that can be better understood with interpretable machine learning tools. Kine-

matic shapes are the key to distinguishing small signals that cut-based analyses mis-

erably fail at.

• Machine learning algorithms do not need to be black-boxes and certain nuances of

the distributions that they probe can be understood with metrics such as the Shapley

values.

• At the FCC-hh, the associated production of bb̄h stands to gain as its production

rate grows much faster than the Zh production rate and the dominant bb̄�� back-

ground with rising energies. This can be exploited to get a good measurement of the

magnitude and sign of yb from bb̄h production which can be comparable to that from

a h ! bb̄ measurements.

• Since constraint from h ! bb̄ is very stringent on the magnitude of b and gg ! h

can fix the phase, �b, in combination with h ! bb̄, probing bb̄h does not add to these

constraints significantly at HL-LHC (figure 8). While at the FCC-hh, bb̄h production

does not add much to the constraint on |b|, the constraint on �b can gain by about
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Channel LO � (fb) NLO-k-fact 6 ab�1 [#evt] 2b-jets[%]

y
2
b 0.0648 1.5 583 7.7%

ybyt -0.00829 1.9 -95 4.0%

y
2
t 0.123 2.5 1,840 12%

Zh 0.0827 1.3 645 21%P
bb̄h 0.262 - 2,970 -

bb̄�� 12.9 1.5 116,000 14%

Table 2. SM cross-section for the main signal and background processes at 14TeV with 6 ab�1

data, and number of events after the basic cuts as defined in Eq. (2.4). For the bb̄h production, the
Higgs is decayed to a pair of photons.

For the “non-Higgs” background, there is the dominant irreducible QCD-QED back-

ground of bb̄��. There are also potential backgrounds from various fakes such as j��, jj��,

cj��, cc̄��, or bb̄j�. The rate of light jets faking a bottom or photon is at the percentage or

sub-percentage level, and makes the fake backgrounds mostly negligible after considering

the dominant bb̄�� background. Hence, we ignore these in this work.

The total cross-section at 14TeV of the various contributing channels after basic cuts

as defined in Eq. (2.4) is shown in table 2. We calculate the production and decay of the

signal in the four-flavor scheme at LO, following the results presented in Ref. [19] with

their public code for contributions proportional to y
2
b and ybyt. The interactions between

Higgs and gluon are treated as point-like e↵ective couplings ggh and gggh with massive

quark e↵ects included at one-loop defined as:

L � �
1

4
C1hG

a
µ⌫G

a,µ⌫
, (2.1)

C1 = �

X

Q=t,b

yQ

v
F


mQ

mh

�
↵S

3⇡
, (2.2)

where F [mQ/mh] is a function of the massive quark and Higgs mass ratio. The functions

are defined in detail in appendix B. Input parameters are set to be the same as in Ref. [20],

where sizable EW corrections are discussed and included to NLO level. Wherever applicable

for our LO parton level simulation, we set m
pole
b = 4.58 GeV, m

MS
b (mMS

b ) = 4.18 GeV,

mh = 125 GeV, mt = 173.34 GeV, mZ = 91.15348 GeV, �Z = 2.4946 GeV and GF =

1.16639 · 10�5 GeV�2. Bottom-quark Yukawa running e↵ects as function of the dynamical

renormalization scale are included. The central scale is chosen as HT /4 where HT is the

scalar sum of the transverse mass of the parton level bb̄h system.

As shown in table 2, the computation is first done at leading order (LO) and then an

overall k-factor is applied on the LO bb̄h cross-sections according to the di↵erent produc-

tion channels, based on the fixed order inclusive cross-section results provided in Ref. [19].

The k-factors are relatively flat over the kinematic distributions for the bb̄h final states. We

assume a further SM decay of the Higgs to di-photon and parton shower does not signif-

icantly a↵ect this simplification. The branching ratio for the decay of Higgs to di-photon

is further normalized as the Higgs cross-section working group recommended value [25].
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QCD-QED background

Traditional cut-based analysis cannot separate the different ##$ℎ
contributions – no &! sensitivity at HL-LHC

(Multi-channel) Signal embedded in large backgrounds 



Observable and distributions:

tagged b-jet in our selection. At the HL-LHC, with 6 ab�1 of data (ATLAS+CMS com-

bined), and summing up the contributions from the four types of bb̄h signals at LO, we get

a statistical significance of 6.8� on the total SM bb̄h signal, with the basic cuts as defined

in Eq. (2.4). Performing a mass window cut of 123 < m�� (GeV) < 127 around the Higgs

mass peak further increases the significance to about 10�. With this estimate, there is no

doubt that we should be able to see a clear bb̄h signal on top of the dominant QCD-QED

bb̄�� background at the HL-LHC.

The next goal is to evaluate the sensitivity to the contribution proportional to yb out of

the total signal, which is the primary motivation of looking at the bb̄h channel in this work.

We can gather from the number of events with 6 ab�1 given in table 2, the sensitivity to

the y
2
b -driven channel is only about 1.6� after basic cuts. We will try to see if this can be

improved by exploring the higher dimensional kinematic shapes using multivariate analysis.

The Zh, Z ! bb̄ channel has the distinct feature that the invariant mass of the two

b-jets can be reconstructed to the Z boson mass. However, given the basic cuts, only about

20% of Zh channel has both b-jets tagged in our simulation. The fraction of events having

two tagged b-jets is even smaller from other bb̄h channels, as shown in the last column of

table 2. Given the limited signal statistics, especially at the HL-LHC, we do not require

two tagged b-jets or stringent mass window cuts, to allow for more events from the y
2
b and

ybyt channels. Instead we stay as inclusive as possible with generous cuts, and resort to

kinematic shapes and multivariate analyses to further explore the variance in shapes of the

higher dimensional distributions amongst the di↵erent channels.

As discussed before, the y
2
b -driven channel could be overwhelmed by the other yb-

independent contributions such as Zh and those proportional to y
2
t . Despite the sizable

contribution from these other bb̄h channels, and the similarity between the 1D distributions

of the kinematic observables, the Zh channel can still be separated from the y
2
b channel with

relative ease given information from higher dimensional distributions. We will see a nice

separation from the multivariate analysis, and understand the physics ramifications brought

about from the higher dimensional kinematic distributions as well. The y
2
t contribution

is a bit harder to disentangle, and remains as the dominant background which reduces

sensitivity to yb. However, we will show systematic approaches to enhance sensitivity to

contribution proportional to y
2
b or ybyt while suppressing y

2
t and all other background

contamination.

After detector simulation and jet definition, we have, for most events, a final state of

two photon jets and at least one b-jet, where the two photons reconstruct back to a real

scalar Higgs mass for all the bb̄h channels. We first define and evaluate a comprehensive

set of kinematic observables as the following:

• p
b1
T , p

b2
T , p

�1
T , p

��
T ,

• ⌘bj1 , ⌘bj2 , ⌘�1 , ⌘�� ,

• nbjet, njet, �R
b�
min, ��

bb
min,

• m�� , mbb, mb1h, mbb̄h, HT .
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Understanding differences in shapes

The choice of variables is important:
o Momenta four vectors are not easily interpretable
o Kinema8c variables are interpretable but there is 

no clear “complete set”



Into higher dimensions (the correlation):

• The multi-channel multivariable correlation pattern.

• MVAs (BDT, NN) > 1D cuts <= higher order correlation

• Importance of observables measure
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Predicted no. of events at HL-LHC

Channel y
2
b ybyt y

2
t Zh bb�� total

y
2
b 170 54 51 122 189 586

ybyt -7 -24 -4 -20 -40 -95

y
2
t 238 112 452 546 487 1,835

Zh 22 28 21 416 161 648

bb�� 2,183 2,450 151 8,045 101,591 115,779

Zj 3.33 0.47 10. 4.36 317

Table 4. Trained BDT classification (confusion matrix) of the five channel contributions at HL-
LHC with 6 ab�1 luminosity (ATLAS+CMS), assuming SM signal injection. The right-most column
gives the total number of events expected in each channel in the SM.

is not unexpected since the classes being discriminated determine what kinematic shapes

are important. Secondly, unlike the |Sv| for the case of Zh vs. y
2
b , di↵erent channels have

di↵erent |Sv| for each kinematic variable. From this, one can understand the importance

of each kinematic variable in discriminating each channel from the others.

For example, m�� has the largest discriminating power for separating out the bb̄��

background (pink part) from the y
2
b -driven channel (red part) as can be seen from the

|Sv| plot in figure 6. The blue, purple and yellow parts corresponding to Zh, y
2
t -driven

and ybyt-driven channels respectively are of the same length as the red part of the bar

corresponding to the y
2
b -driven channel as they should be because they all have the same

shape as is clear for the upper middle plot of figure 6. The distribution of bb̄�� is flat in

m�� , while the others are peaked around mh since the � pair comes from a Higgs decay.

On the other hand the separation of the y
2
t -driven channel from the y

2
b -driven channel is

orchestrated by HT , which is second in the hierarchy of kinematic variables as judged by

|Sv|.

The matrix shown in table 4 shows the confusion matrix produced from a pseudo-

experiment for HL-LHC assuming 6 ab�1 of data. The right-most column gives the actual

number of events produced in each channel. The bottom-most row gives the significance of

each channel. Note that this is purely a statistical significance and no systematics has been

rolled into this estimate. We leave the discussion of systematics in section 4.3. Following

these procedures, we get a resulting statistical significance of the y
2
b -driven channel of 3.33�.

The sensitivity for ybyt channel is 0.47�. We shall see in section 5.1 how the projection

from this analysis translates into bounds on the e↵ective rescaling of yb.

4.2 Prospects at FCC-hh

Isolating the yb-sensitive channels at the FCC-hh is a much easier task not only due to

the much larger luminosity but also because of the disproportionately larger growth of bb̄h

production compared to Zh production as explained in section 2.2. However, keeping in

mind that a multivariate analysis will still outperform a cut-based analysis, we use the

combination of BDT and Sv to fathom the prospects of measuring yb at FCC-hh. Since the
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About ~60% gain in significance over 
traditional cut-based analyses (2!).

Analysis optimised with BDT classification:

About ~60% gain in significance over 
traditional cut-based analyses.



Physics Interpretation: real bottom Yukawa 𝛋-scheme

�2.0 �1.5 �1.0 �0.5 0.0 0.5 1.0 1.5 2.0
�b

0

1

2

3

4

5

6

7

8
Z

[6
ab

�
1 ]

HL-LHC

Zy2

b

Zybyt�
(Zy2

b
)2 + (Zybyt)

2

�1.0 �0.5 0.0 0.5 1.0
�b

0

10

20

30

40

50

60

Z
[3

0
ab

�
1 ]

FCC-hh

Zy2

b

Zybyt�
(Zy2

b
)2 + (Zybyt)

2

Figure 7. Significance, Z, as a function of b at HL-LHC (ATLAS+CMS combined, 6 ab�1) and
FCC-hh (30 ab�1). A SM signal is injected.

scales as 
2
b + ̃

2
b when including the non-zero CP-odd component. On the other hand,

the ybyt-driven amplitude scales linearly with b. From figure 1 it can be seen that the

amplitudes proportional to yt generated by the top-quark loop, can also be generated by a

bottom-quark loop. While, the bottom-quark loop contribution, which scales as b, can be

safely neglected in the determination of yb, it should be taken into account in this part of

the analysis. This can be done by expressing g, the rescaling of the gg ! h coupling, as

a function of b. Hence, the interference term is proportional to Re[g]b + Re[̃g]̃b and

is given by:

1.05b � 0.05
2
b � 0.06̃

2
b . (5.4)

Note that b and ̃b are real by definition. Additional details about the functional form

can be found in appendix B.

Since we shall attempt to draw a comparison between the constraints on the rescaling

of yb from bb̄h production with other modes such as h ! bb̄, gg ! h and h ! ��, it is

worthwhile to give a brief overview of the current status of h ! bb̄ measurements and the

projected bounds from measurements of all the channels at HL-LHC and FCC-hh. The

recently measured channel of h ! bb̄ by ATLAS [7] and CMS [8] reports bounds on the

signal strengths of:

µ
ATLAS
h!bb̄ = 1.01 ± 0.12+0.16

�0.15,

µ
CMS
h!bb̄ = 1.04 ± 0.14 ± 0.14, (5.5)

with the first and the second errors being statistical and systematic respectively. This

translates to a bound on b of about 10% from the combined experiments. We will see

that the decay, h ! bb̄, will remain the most sensitive measurement for the absolute value

of yb at the HL-LHC and FCC-hh.

Additionally, indirect constraints from various inclusive Higgs production and decay

measurements are important for the determination of a CP-violating Yukawa component,

especially from the large gluon-fusion production and the di-photon decay of the Higgs.
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=> Unambiguous sign determination at FCC-hh.

systematics
HL-LHC (6 ab�1) FCC-hh (30 ab�1)

y
2
b ybyt y

2
b ybyt

0% 3.33 0.47 63.7 10.4

0.5% 3.26 0.46 32.2 3.44

1% 3.06 0.42 17.9 1.80

5% 1.41 0.18 3.72 0.36

Table 6. Significance from bb̄h analysis including systematics estimates at HL-LHC and FCC-hh.

dominated at the FCC-hh. Thus, a good control over the systematic uncertainties will be

necessary to draw the full strength of the statistics allowed at the FCC-hh.

5 Constraints on the e↵ective rescaling of yb

In this section we will take a look at the rescaling of the e↵ective Higgs couplings to the

bottom quark. To account for possible CP violation in the Yukawa sector, it is natural

to go to the more general complex Yukawa assumption and constrain the 2D space of the

complex Yukawa. We will address the bounds on the CP-even coupling, b, and its CP

odd counterpart, ̃b or equivalently, the magnitude, |b|, and the phase �b of the complex

coupling. The bounds we explore from bb̄h come indirectly from the combined contribution

of CP-even and odd e↵ects in the inclusive (interference) contribution. Exclusive CP-odd

observables give more direct and model-independent constraints on the CP violation for

various couplings.

Currently, in the -framework, the indirect bounds are more stringent compared to

bounds from exclusive measurements such as those for yt when comparing bounds from

the inclusive Higgs rate with bounds from tt̄h kinematic features studies [37–45]. Exclusive

CP measurements will benefit greatly from more statistics at HL-LHC and especially at

FCC-hh. Hence, an exclusive study of bb̄h with h ! 4`, �� to directly probe possible CP-

violating e↵ects in the process is left for a future work. Assuming NP e↵ects in yb, we can

interpret experimental constraints on the complex rescaling of yb including our bb̄h study.

A global fit with a relevant set of EFT operators including corrections order by order, or

interpretation of a motivated NP scenario is left for a future work too.

5.1 Constraints on a real bottom-quark Yukawa b

Let us first take a look at a real rescaling of yb. In the -framework, modifying only the

Higgs coupling to the bottom quarks, we have

L � �b
mb

v
b̄bh, (5.1)

where m
pole
b = 4.58 GeV or m

MS
b (mMS

b ) = 4.18 GeV, depending on the choice of scheme, is

the bottom quark mass and v is the vacuum expectation value of the Higgs field normalized

to 246 GeV. The rest of the couplings in the SM Lagrangian are assumed to remain un-

modified. The results from the previous section can now be used to put bounds on b. The
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Physics Interpretation: complex bottom Yukawa (CP-phase)
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Figure 8. Upper panels: 1� sensitivity contour in the complex yb space while fixing all other parame-
ters to SM values for HL-LHC (ATLAS+CMS, 6 ab�1) and FCC-hh (30 ab�1). The blue and yellow
bb̄h constraints are from interpretations of the �y2

b
and �ybyt respectively. Middle and Lower panels:

Bayesian MCMC fits of |b| and �b for HL-LHC (ATLAS+CMS, 6 ab�1) and FCC-hh (30 ab�1)
showing 1D posterior distributions and 2D correlation plots without (middle) and with (lower) bb̄h

measurements.
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Figure 2. The Shapley values and di↵erential distributions for the kinematic variables used to
discriminate between the y

2
b and Zh contributions at HL-LHC, all normalized to unity for a

clear comparison of shape. A SM signal is injected. Upper left corner: The hierarchy of variable
importance with increasing Shapley value denoting higher importance in the discrimination. The
normalized distribution are those of the 5 most important kinematic variables as determined by their
Shapley values.

the shift to the marginalized probability for the class:

p(y = 0|~x) = hp(y = 0)i +
X

i

Sv(y = 0|xi),

p(y = 1|~x) = hp(y = 1)i +
X

i

Sv(y = 1|xi),

with p(y = 0|~x) + p(y = 1|~x) = 1,

and hp(y = 0)i + hp(y = 1)i = 1. (3.1)

which is just the additive property of Sv [21].

In a multi-class classification using a BDT with the XGBoost implementation, the

output of the tree ensemble is log(odds), where odds is defined as:

odds =
p

1 � p
, (3.2)

3.2 The game of reducing the irreducible Zh background

As shown in Ref. [20] one of the significant hurdles in measuring yb from bb̄h associated

production is the Zh, Z ! bb̄ irreducible background. The goal of this section will be
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Machine Interpretation (zh-yb2): 



o Cut-based analyses start to falter with multivariate correlations – difficult to visualize and interpret
o Machine learning algorithms excel at multivariate analyses

o Machine learning algorithms are essentially black-boxes – not good for understanding the underlying dynamics

Machine Interpretation (zh-yb2): 



HL-LHC

Figure 3. Representations of the correlations between kinematic variables for the y
2
b term and the

Zh production channel. Left panel: shows the correlations in the individual channels. Right panel:
shows the di↵erence in correlations between the two channels highlighting how the BDT analysis
can separate the two contributions at HL-LHC. A SM signal is injected.

discriminating between kinematic shapes than a traditional cut-based analysis. In figure 5,

we show the separation of the channel proportional to y
2
b and Zh in the signal probability

space with the former channel being the signal and the latter channel the background. The

possibility to separate the two channels is indisputable.

Similarly, we evaluate the separation between the contributions proportional to y
2
b and

y
2
t . The analysis is shown in appendix A. The separation is not as good as the previous
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“importance of  variable 
visualised through correlation”

mb1hMachine Interpretation (zh-yb2): 



• Calculated by SHAP on BDT model 

• Shapley value: an importance “measures” of given observable,  
through marginalising its contribution over the observable set: 

• Feature importance: the averaged absolute value of shapley value 
for a given observable:

• Reduction of observable d.o.f ; local attribution of importance 
with additivity

ϕj(val) = ∑
S⊆{x1,…,xp}∖{xj}

|S | !(p − |S | − 1)!
p! (val (S ∪ {xj}) − val(S))

HL-LHC

0 1 2 3

|Sv|

mbbh

��b�1

p�1
T

�Rb�1

njet

p�2
T

mbb

p��

T

mb1h

pb1
T

HT

m��

y2
b

ybyt

y2
t

Zh

bb��

Figure 6. The Shapley values and di↵erential distributions for the kinematic variables used to
extract the bb̄h signal at HL-LHC with 6 ab�1 luminosity (ATLAS+CMS). A SM signal is injected.
Upper left corner The hierarchy of variable importance with increasing Shapley value denoting higher
importance in the discrimination. The non-normalized distribution are those of the 5 most important
kinematic variables as determined by their Shapley values. The distribution for bb̄�� has been
reduced by a factor of 100.

ber of events of class i that would be generated in a pseudo-experiment corresponding to

the collider under study. The sum of the j
th column,

P
i Nij , gives the number of events of

the class j predicted (including correct classifications and misclassifications) by the BDT in

this pseudo-experiment. Hence the (i, j) element of the matrix gives the number of events

of the i
th class that is classified as belonging to the j

th class with i 6= j representing a mis-

classification. The significance of the j
th channel given by signal/

p
signal + background

can be defined as:

Zj =
|Njj |pP

i Nij
, (4.1)

where i is the row index and j is the column index. Armed with these procedures and

definitions we move on to examine the prospects of measurement of yb at the future colliders.

4.1 Prospects at HL-LHC

The results for |Sv| from the BDT analysis are shown in the top left corner plot of fig-

ure 6. Note that the ordering of the kinematic variables according to their importance

in discriminating the channels have changed from the previous example in figure 2. This
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This identity shows, give a full theory/data-sample, how the feature importance
are divided among sub-contribution/data-samples, and the relation is hold lo-
cally, or per event point.

Thus the di↵erential form could be likewise be extended from the discrete
relation above:

SA+B,I
v (y = c|~x) = SA,I

v (y = c|~x) + SB,I
v (y = c|~x), (14)

and the corresponding additivity identities on global quantities such as the

di↵erential feature contribution dSA+B,I
v (y=c)

dvI
and overall feature importance

|SA+B,I
v (y = c)| likewise follow.

4 Reference and Definition

Shapley value web-book from Christophm.github.io (5.9.3):
https://christophm.github.io/interpretable-ml-book/shapley.html:

Shapley value of variable for a given instance x, taking the procedure by av-
eraging over a sample on ML shapley prediction on each instance, the di↵erence
between with and without the j-th variable contribution 2,

�j(x) =
1

M

MX

m=1

�m
j (15)

(5.10.5) For SHAP feature importance, we average the absolute Shapley
values per feature across the data:

Ij =
nX

i=1

|�(i)
j | (16)

References

2The detailed procedure of the sum and definition of �m
j is on subsection 5.9.3.3.

4

Machine Interpretation (full):  Using shapley value:



QCD-QED 
Backgrounds

!!̅ℎ
backgrounds

Boosted Decision Trees
+

Signal Classification

Shapley values 
+ 

Physics Insights

Signal

Interpretable 
variables

Interpretable 
model

An interpretable framework:



• Multivariate analysis are the key to distinguishing signals that cut-based 
analyses using only 1D or low-dimension info miserably fail at. 

• Multivariate methods can be better understood and supplemented with 
interpretable machine learning tools such as the Shapley values.   

• Associated production of  stands to gain at FCC as its production rate 
grows faster than backgrounds with rising energies. => sensitivity on a 
complex phase of  can be comparable to that from  . 

bb̄h

yb h → bb̄

Some Conclusions: 
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Additional backgrounds and discussion : 

• VBF:    light-jet veto kills the VBF while careful simulation is further needed.

• di-Higgs: both mbb and mγγ clustered around the Higgs-mass peak, distinct final state 
shape to be separate 

• :  small at HL-LHC, but grows rapidly with s,  and comparable but subdominant 
to the yb-sensitive channels at FCC-hh.  Can be further distinguished as the case of 

. 

• Fakes: ccxaa, jjxaa, caa, jjja, etc.: subdominant yet comparable to bbxaa.  Needs attention 
and study in future for better control

b̄

b

h

q

q̄

t

b̄

b

h

q

q̄

b̄

b

h

q̄

q

Z

(Zh)

b̄

b

h

g

g
(yb)

t

b̄

b

h

g

g

(yt)

Figure 1. Feynman diagrams for the bb̄h production channels. The diagrams are grouped into
amplitudes proportional to yb and yt and the amplitude generating Zh, Z ! bb̄ production.

In this work we include all the channels contributing to the bb̄�� final state and are

either statistically overwhelming like the bb̄�� QCD-QED background, or have similar

shapes, like the Zh channel or are both, like the y
2
t -driven channel. There are some other

backgrounds that are worth mentioning but are much easier to separate out.

• VBF (NLO-EW): As discussed before, this channel is particularly tricky since it can

be as sizable as or larger than the yb-sensitive channels and pose as a challenging

background. However, as shown in Ref. [20], it can be brought under control by

demanding an additional veto of light jets given the topology through which this

channel is produced. The light-jet veto essentially kills the VBF contribution while

not a↵ecting any of the channels that we discuss above. This can be seen from

table 3 when comparing the “NLO3” contribution, dominated by VBF with the “LO3”

contribution dominated by qq̄ ! Zh. In addition, from the top-right panel of figure 3

of the reference we see the same suppression of the VBF channel due to the light-jet

veto. Given that the VBF contribution can be suppressed independently, we do not

consider it in our work.

• hh production: The di-Higgs production can pose as a background if it decays into the

bb̄�� final state. The cross-section for this is comparable to the yb-sensitive channels

both at the HL-LHC and the FCC-hh. However, since both mbb and m�� will be

clustered around the Higgs-mass peak, the shape of the final state will be distinct

enough to separate it from other channels that contribute to bbh.

• gg ! Zh: This channel has a small cross-section at HL-LHC and can be safely

ignored. However, it grows rapidly with
p

s, about a factor of 40 from HL-LHC to

FCC-hh energies for the inclusive rate. Hence, this channel will become comparable,

but subdominant, to the yb-sensitive channels at FCC-hh. Nevertheless, it can be

distinguished from the yb-sensitive channel because of the di↵erence in the shape that

it will have, akin to the case of qq̄ ! Zh.

channel that is clean and comparable to the di-photon channel as in the single Higgs case. It, however,

su↵ers from a even smaller signal rate and is di�cult to observe at HL-LHC.
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Figure 1. Feynman diagrams for the bb̄h production channels. The diagrams are grouped into
amplitudes proportional to yb and yt and the amplitude generating Zh, Z ! bb̄ production.

In this work we include all the channels contributing to the bb̄�� final state and are

either statistically overwhelming like the bb̄�� QCD-QED background, or have similar

shapes, like the Zh channel or are both, like the y
2
t -driven channel. There are some other

backgrounds that are worth mentioning but are much easier to separate out.

• VBF (NLO-EW): As discussed before, this channel is particularly tricky since it can

be as sizable as or larger than the yb-sensitive channels and pose as a challenging

background. However, as shown in Ref. [20], it can be brought under control by

demanding an additional veto of light jets given the topology through which this

channel is produced. The light-jet veto essentially kills the VBF contribution while

not a↵ecting any of the channels that we discuss above. This can be seen from

table 3 when comparing the “NLO3” contribution, dominated by VBF with the “LO3”

contribution dominated by qq̄ ! Zh. In addition, from the top-right panel of figure 3

of the reference we see the same suppression of the VBF channel due to the light-jet

veto. Given that the VBF contribution can be suppressed independently, we do not

consider it in our work.

• hh production: The di-Higgs production can pose as a background if it decays into the

bb̄�� final state. The cross-section for this is comparable to the yb-sensitive channels

both at the HL-LHC and the FCC-hh. However, since both mbb and m�� will be

clustered around the Higgs-mass peak, the shape of the final state will be distinct

enough to separate it from other channels that contribute to bbh.

• gg ! Zh: This channel has a small cross-section at HL-LHC and can be safely

ignored. However, it grows rapidly with
p

s, about a factor of 40 from HL-LHC to

FCC-hh energies for the inclusive rate. Hence, this channel will become comparable,

but subdominant, to the yb-sensitive channels at FCC-hh. Nevertheless, it can be

distinguished from the yb-sensitive channel because of the di↵erence in the shape that

it will have, akin to the case of qq̄ ! Zh.

channel that is clean and comparable to the di-photon channel as in the single Higgs case. It, however,

su↵ers from a even smaller signal rate and is di�cult to observe at HL-LHC.
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Systematics estimates:

systematics
HL-LHC (6 ab�1) FCC-hh (30 ab�1)

y
2
b ybyt y

2
b ybyt

0% 3.33 0.47 63.7 10.4

0.5% 3.26 0.46 32.2 3.44

1% 3.06 0.42 17.9 1.80

5% 1.41 0.18 3.72 0.36

Table 6. Significance from bb̄h analysis including systematics estimates at HL-LHC and FCC-hh.

dominated at the FCC-hh. Thus, a good control over the systematic uncertainties will be

necessary to draw the full strength of the statistics allowed at the FCC-hh.

5 Constraints on the e↵ective rescaling of yb

In this section we will take a look at the rescaling of the e↵ective Higgs couplings to the

bottom quark. To account for possible CP violation in the Yukawa sector, it is natural

to go to the more general complex Yukawa assumption and constrain the 2D space of the

complex Yukawa. We will address the bounds on the CP-even coupling, b, and its CP

odd counterpart, ̃b or equivalently, the magnitude, |b|, and the phase �b of the complex

coupling. The bounds we explore from bb̄h come indirectly from the combined contribution

of CP-even and odd e↵ects in the inclusive (interference) contribution. Exclusive CP-odd

observables give more direct and model-independent constraints on the CP violation for

various couplings.

Currently, in the -framework, the indirect bounds are more stringent compared to

bounds from exclusive measurements such as those for yt when comparing bounds from

the inclusive Higgs rate with bounds from tt̄h kinematic features studies [37–45]. Exclusive

CP measurements will benefit greatly from more statistics at HL-LHC and especially at

FCC-hh. Hence, an exclusive study of bb̄h with h ! 4`, �� to directly probe possible CP-

violating e↵ects in the process is left for a future work. Assuming NP e↵ects in yb, we can

interpret experimental constraints on the complex rescaling of yb including our bb̄h study.

A global fit with a relevant set of EFT operators including corrections order by order, or

interpretation of a motivated NP scenario is left for a future work too.

5.1 Constraints on a real bottom-quark Yukawa b

Let us first take a look at a real rescaling of yb. In the -framework, modifying only the

Higgs coupling to the bottom quarks, we have

L � �b
mb

v
b̄bh, (5.1)

where m
pole
b = 4.58 GeV or m

MS
b (mMS

b ) = 4.18 GeV, depending on the choice of scheme, is

the bottom quark mass and v is the vacuum expectation value of the Higgs field normalized

to 246 GeV. The rest of the couplings in the SM Lagrangian are assumed to remain un-

modified. The results from the previous section can now be used to put bounds on b. The
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Comparison to: 
Hadronic EDM (free of electron EDM assumption): 

=>

Electron EDM:

 =>

CPV in third generation Yukawa?
Following the discussion in Ref. [1] which discussed bounds on the in-

dividual CP phase of Higgs to third generation, one flavor at a time. But

the correlation among the operators is not negligible, especially simultane-

ously fitting the bottom and top sector both with varying phase potentially

change the picture by quite much and open up allowed parameter space. So

a combined or global study is necessary:

1 Bounds from EDM

eEDM:
P

Ae̃q +B̃eq

nEDM:
P

Aq̃q +B̃qq

Hg-EDM:
P

A̃q +B̃qq

̃qq term from 3-gluon Weinberg operator induced at 2-loop.

Setting e,q = 1 puts stringent bounds on ̃q. Although e,q = 0 relieves

bounds to allow for much wider region.

2 Bounds from Higgs data

Both inclusive (on-shell) rates, and exclusive CPV observable e.g. from

4`, and tt̄H channels. Additional CPV from HFF̃ EFT operators further

complicates the global picture, but has additional probing observables [2],

ignored for now.

2.1 Total rate

• gg ! H ! ��/ZZ
⇤
(4`)4`

µgg!H = |g|2 + |̃g|2, g =
tA(⌧t)+bA(⌧b)

A(⌧t)+A(⌧b)
, ̃g =

̃tB(⌧t)+̃bB(⌧b)
A(⌧t)+A(⌧b)

⇡ 0.01̃
2
b
� 0.20̃b̃t + 0.01

2
b
� 0.12bt + 2.56̃

2
t + 1.11

2
t

• gg ! bb̄H µ = Ag
2
ggH

+ By
2
b
+ CgggHyb

needs calc�������!
g=1

0.74 + 0.32(
2
b
+

̃
2
b
)� 0.06b

• qq̄(gg) ! ZH, H ! bb̄

• gg ! tHj Ag
2
2 +By

2
t + Cg2yt < [3]

1

for the determination of the CP-violating phase �b. The constraints from the contributions

proportional to y
2
b and ybyt are shown in blue and yellow respectively. They are not

competitive with the constraint from h ! bb̄ at HL-LHC while being quite comparable

at FCC-hh. Since there is a linear dependence of yb in the interference term, these two

constraints are shifted from being centered at zero.

In the plots in the middle of figure 8 we show the constraints on the |b| and �b

parameter space from all measurements other than bb̄h associated production. These fits

are done using a Bayesian MCMC implemented in PyMC3 [48]. The 1� high-density intervals

are given for each parameter in the corner plots.

At the HL-LHC, h ! bb̄ and gg ! h completely determine |b| and �b as evident from

the three left panels of figure 8. The contribution from bb̄h does not leave a mark. The

picture is quite di↵erent for FCC-hh. Taking a careful look at the inset in the top right

panel of figure 8, one can notice that the phase, �b is constrained by an interplay between

h ! bb̄, and the bounds from the ybyt- and y
2
b -driven contributions of bb̄h. Indeed, it is

the misalignment of the interference term that improves the bounds on the phase by about

15% over what is possible without bb̄h measurements as can be seen from comparing the

middle-right and the bottom-right corner plots.

This clearly shows that a more comprehensive study of the bb̄h channel is necessary

for reducing the theoretical errors and estimating the systematics for future colliders.

5.3 Bounds from EDM

We feel that a discussion on the current bounds from EDM on ̃b is necessary since they

are quite constraining. Recent update on electron EDM measurement from ACME [49]

gives stringent bound on T -violating (or CP-violation assuming CPT symmetry) e↵ects in

the system. Hadronic EDMs such as those from neutron or mercury EDM measurements

give complementary information on hadronic CP-violating e↵ect and do not rely on the

existence of leptonic Yukawa couplings. However, they usually su↵er from sizable theory

uncertainties. Recent discussions and review on EDM measurements and theory constraints

can be found in Refs. [50–52]. Future proposals to measure both leptonic and hadrnoic

EDM [53–57] aim to improve these bounds by one or more orders of magnitude at these

small scale experiments in the near future. When focusing on the CP-violating terms in the

Yukawa sector, EDM measurements are interpreted as bounds on the CP-violating phase

in the Yukawa couplings [58–60].

When not relying on assumption of a SM electron Yukawa, Neutron EDM currently

gives the strongest bound on the CP-violating coupling, ̃b . 5. Assuming a SM elec-

tron Yukawa coupling, the most stringent bound on ̃b comes from electron EDM with

̃b . 0.5 [59]. The constraints on ̃b from the neutron (or other hadronic) EDM can also

be diluted or evaded, if more than one Yukawa CP-phases from di↵erent quark flavors

are present and cancel among themselves. In this case, explicit studies of CP-violating

observable in the tt̄h, bb̄h or h ! ⌧⌧ processes in colliders would become valuable and pro-

vide complimentary information to pin down the individual Yukawa couplings and their

CP-phases.
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CPV in third generation Yukawa?
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dividual CP phase of Higgs to third generation, one flavor at a time. But

the correlation among the operators is not negligible, especially simultane-

ously fitting the bottom and top sector both with varying phase potentially

change the picture by quite much and open up allowed parameter space. So

a combined or global study is necessary:
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2 Bounds from Higgs data
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competitive with the constraint from h ! bb̄ at HL-LHC while being quite comparable

at FCC-hh. Since there is a linear dependence of yb in the interference term, these two

constraints are shifted from being centered at zero.

In the plots in the middle of figure 8 we show the constraints on the |b| and �b

parameter space from all measurements other than bb̄h associated production. These fits

are done using a Bayesian MCMC implemented in PyMC3 [48]. The 1� high-density intervals

are given for each parameter in the corner plots.

At the HL-LHC, h ! bb̄ and gg ! h completely determine |b| and �b as evident from

the three left panels of figure 8. The contribution from bb̄h does not leave a mark. The
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panel of figure 8, one can notice that the phase, �b is constrained by an interplay between

h ! bb̄, and the bounds from the ybyt- and y
2
b -driven contributions of bb̄h. Indeed, it is

the misalignment of the interference term that improves the bounds on the phase by about

15% over what is possible without bb̄h measurements as can be seen from comparing the

middle-right and the bottom-right corner plots.

This clearly shows that a more comprehensive study of the bb̄h channel is necessary

for reducing the theoretical errors and estimating the systematics for future colliders.

5.3 Bounds from EDM

We feel that a discussion on the current bounds from EDM on ̃b is necessary since they

are quite constraining. Recent update on electron EDM measurement from ACME [49]

gives stringent bound on T -violating (or CP-violation assuming CPT symmetry) e↵ects in

the system. Hadronic EDMs such as those from neutron or mercury EDM measurements

give complementary information on hadronic CP-violating e↵ect and do not rely on the

existence of leptonic Yukawa couplings. However, they usually su↵er from sizable theory

uncertainties. Recent discussions and review on EDM measurements and theory constraints

can be found in Refs. [50–52]. Future proposals to measure both leptonic and hadrnoic

EDM [53–57] aim to improve these bounds by one or more orders of magnitude at these

small scale experiments in the near future. When focusing on the CP-violating terms in the

Yukawa sector, EDM measurements are interpreted as bounds on the CP-violating phase

in the Yukawa couplings [58–60].

When not relying on assumption of a SM electron Yukawa, Neutron EDM currently

gives the strongest bound on the CP-violating coupling, ̃b . 5. Assuming a SM elec-

tron Yukawa coupling, the most stringent bound on ̃b comes from electron EDM with

̃b . 0.5 [59]. The constraints on ̃b from the neutron (or other hadronic) EDM can also

be diluted or evaded, if more than one Yukawa CP-phases from di↵erent quark flavors

are present and cancel among themselves. In this case, explicit studies of CP-violating

observable in the tt̄h, bb̄h or h ! ⌧⌧ processes in colliders would become valuable and pro-

vide complimentary information to pin down the individual Yukawa couplings and their

CP-phases.
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for the determination of the CP-violating phase �b. The constraints from the contributions

proportional to y
2
b and ybyt are shown in blue and yellow respectively. They are not

competitive with the constraint from h ! bb̄ at HL-LHC while being quite comparable

at FCC-hh. Since there is a linear dependence of yb in the interference term, these two

constraints are shifted from being centered at zero.

In the plots in the middle of figure 8 we show the constraints on the |b| and �b

parameter space from all measurements other than bb̄h associated production. These fits

are done using a Bayesian MCMC implemented in PyMC3 [48]. The 1� high-density intervals

are given for each parameter in the corner plots.

At the HL-LHC, h ! bb̄ and gg ! h completely determine |b| and �b as evident from

the three left panels of figure 8. The contribution from bb̄h does not leave a mark. The

picture is quite di↵erent for FCC-hh. Taking a careful look at the inset in the top right

panel of figure 8, one can notice that the phase, �b is constrained by an interplay between

h ! bb̄, and the bounds from the ybyt- and y
2
b -driven contributions of bb̄h. Indeed, it is

the misalignment of the interference term that improves the bounds on the phase by about

15% over what is possible without bb̄h measurements as can be seen from comparing the

middle-right and the bottom-right corner plots.
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̃b . 0.5 [59]. The constraints on ̃b from the neutron (or other hadronic) EDM can also

be diluted or evaded, if more than one Yukawa CP-phases from di↵erent quark flavors

are present and cancel among themselves. In this case, explicit studies of CP-violating

observable in the tt̄h, bb̄h or h ! ⌧⌧ processes in colliders would become valuable and pro-

vide complimentary information to pin down the individual Yukawa couplings and their
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̃b . 0.5 [59]. The constraints on ̃b from the neutron (or other hadronic) EDM can also

be diluted or evaded, if more than one Yukawa CP-phases from di↵erent quark flavors

are present and cancel among themselves. In this case, explicit studies of CP-violating
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~15% improvement from bbxh study 

Negligible improvement from bbxh study 



One slide on Shapley value:

https://christophm.github.io/interpretable-ml-book/shapley.html
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Figure 10. BDT discrimination for separating the contributions proportional to y

2
b and y

2
t at the

HL-LHC with 6 ab�1 of data. A SM signal is injected.
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Figure 11. Joint non-normalized 1D and 2D plots, with SM signal, representing how kinematic
shapes allow the BDT to discriminate between the y

2
b and y

2
t contributions at HL-LHC. While 1D

distributions show that mbbh by itself cannot be used to discriminate between these two contributions,
its correlation with other kinematic variables creates shapes that a BDT can use to discriminate
between the two contributions.
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Figure 9. The Shapley values and di↵erential distributions for the kinematic variables used to
discriminate between the y

2
b and y

2
t contributions at HL-LHC, all normalized to unity for a

clear comparison of shape. A SM signal is injected. Upper left corner: The hierarchy of variable
importance with increasing Shapley value denoting higher importance in the discrimination. The
normalized distribution are those of the 5 most important kinematic variables as determined by their
Shapley values.

the y
2
t -driven channel. Su�ce it to say, that this further highlights the ability of the BDT

to separate two channels with very similar kinematic distributions and the added insight

provided by the Shapley values in understanding why that is possible.

B E↵ective g and �

Following the procedure in Ref. [61], it is simpler to work out the constraints on b in

terms of constraints on the e↵ective ggh and ��h couplings which are defined as,

Le↵ � cg
↵s

12⇡

h

v
G

a
µ⌫G

µ⌫,a + c̃g
↵s

8⇡

h

v
G

a
µ⌫G̃

µ⌫,a
, (B.1)

Le↵ � c�
↵

⇡

h

v
Fµ⌫F

µ⌫ + c̃�
3↵

2⇡

h

v
Fµ⌫F

µ⌫
. (B.2)

The CP-even and CP-odd are,

cg =
X

f=t,b

fA(⌧f ), c̃g =
X

f=t,b

̃fB(⌧f ), (B.3)
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