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Research is increasingly collaborative...

n
4
Collaboration networks between researchers in different cities Source: http://olihb.com/2014/08/11/map-
(built using Scopus data on papers published between 2008 and 2012) of-scientific-collaboration-redux/
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This is reflected in research papers being more collaborative...

Proportion of the world’s papers produced with Citations per article versus number of
more than one international author collaborating countries
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nature International weekly journal of science

Home ‘ News & Comment ‘ Research ‘ Careers & Jobs ‘ Current Issue ‘ Archive ‘ Audio & Video ‘ For Authors
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Physics paper sets record with more than 5,000
authors

Detector teams at the Large Hadron Collider collaborated for a more precise estimate of the

size of the Higgs boson.

Davide Castelvecchi

15 May 2015


https://videos.cern.ch/record/2640380
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But collaboration can be
frustrating...

* Multiple versions of the
same document

* Long email chains
* Formatting & typesetting

* Maintaining references -
.. FINAL _rev.6.COMMENTS. doc FINAL _rev.8.commentsS.
* Long revision cycles CORRECTIONS.doc

JRAE Qv 012012

FINAL _rev.18.comments?. FINAL _rev.22 commentsH9.
6ver|eaf corvections?. MORE.30.doC  corrections. 10.#£@8%4WHYDD

W PHDCOMICS . COM



The more people involved, the greater the chance of creating many
conflicting versions of a document, all held in silos...
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Overleaf helps by putting the document at the centre, so everyone
always has access to the latest version
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Overleaf also lowers the barrier to those getting started with LaTeX
for the first time

LaTeX,Evolved

The easy to use, online, collaborative LaleX editor

6 Menu | Iver Qb Review .-: Share Q Submit '9 History , Chat

Bt # @ ( Source [EUORES Z Recompile

e ﬁgures \documentclass{article})
\usepackage[ut£f8]{inputenc}
) universe.jpg
\title{The Universe}

\author{}
I main.tex \date{May 2019}

» & sections

& references.bib \usepackage{natbib}
\usepackage{graphicx} The Universe

\begin{document
e = 4 May 2019

\maketitle .
Introduction

wy which states that if ever anyone discovers exactly what the

\section{Introduction} Tniverse is ” here, § atly disappear and be repl
something even more bizarre plicuble. There is another theory which

There is a theory which states that if ever anyone discovers exactly atates Shat this has slrasdy

W

what the Universe is for and why it is here, it will instantly

disappear and be replaced by something even more bizarre and

inexplicable.



Over 8 million people have signed up to use Overleaf since 2012.

This includes 1.8M new users in 2020 alone!

Celebrating over five million users, a quarter
million daily actives, and over five years of
dedicated user support

Posted by John on November 28, 2019

Earlier this month we hit a number of significant milestones at Overleaf that we'd
like to share with you all @

Five million users!

There are now over five million user accounts on Overleaf! It's not long since we
were announcing hitting the four million user mark, and the continued growth in
new sign ups has been amazing to see.

This was announced in a typically understated fashion internally via Slack:
& Tim

> db.users.count()
CoanQa27q

Reaching six million users in an
unprecedented six months

Posted by John on July 1, 2020

It has certainly been an unexpected six months since the start of 2020. Back on
January 1st, when we all celebrated the start of the new year, none of us
expected the lockdown and global pandemic that would follow, nor the events in
the USA that would galvanise Black Lives Matter around the world.

In amongst all of this, in early June we reached the milestone of six million users
worldwide, after hitting five million last November. We also saw our best-ever
month for active users in May, driven both by the natural growth of Overleaf
we've seen each year since we started back in 2012, and also the accelerated
move to online collaborative tools in the wake of the Coronavirus pandemic
which has swept across the globe in a few short months.

Six million users is an amazing milestone to reach, although | think we would all
have preferred to reach it in simpler times. But even in these times—or perhaps
especially in these times—it's worth taking a brief moment to recognise this



And Overleaf has been adopted by over 130 universities and
institutions around the world, including CERN!
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niversity of Edinburgh on Overleaf

DRRARARY

California Institute of Technology (Cal
Overleaf

Overview Quick Start Templates FAQ & Help

European Organization for Nuclear Research (CERN)

Overview Quick Start Templates FAQ & Help on Overleaf
duick Start
Overview Quick Start Templates FAQ & Help A
Overview Melcome to the quick start guide to Overleaf. We've put together some useful
BSources and links in the sections below, and if you have any questions about how to

Bt started please let us know and we'll be happy to help!

Caltech Library is providing free Overleaf Professional accounts for all studen
faculty and staff who would like to use a collaborative, online LaTeX editor for

Featured LaTeX Templates

projects. Overleaf Professional accounts provide real-time track changes, unli

collaborators, and full document history.
For Students

L2 g

Overleaf is designed to make the process of writing, editing and producing yot
research papers and project reports much quicker for both you and your

collaborators. Overleaf can also be linked to other services such as reference Try out the Overleaf editor with built in tutorial

Create a new paper

Hbaninger e

If you'd like to dive straight into the editor,
- simply click the button to create a new paper

managers to best fit into your workflow.

Claim your free Overleaf Professional account on Overleaf by signing up (or si



What’s new at Overleaf in 2021?

New Compile Errors Ul — making it easier to find and fix errors quickly when they occur.

% Review * Share Q Submit f‘) History ’ Chat
e Context: Errors accumulating in > [ CRecomplie] 5 (EDRRETEES @ This project has errors(3) ,*

projects iS one Of the biggeSt causes i LaTeX Error: Environment tabularx undefined.
of headaches for authors.

* This manifests itself to us in support
tickets, where authors need help
finding and fixing the errors.

e We wanted to find a balance between

LaTeX’s two modes: the strict ‘halt on : T =5 5 Bsimstodmisolisiis Srmitu ki
errors’, and the more permissive Vol emtsspelledcorrectly. |
‘continue on errors’. G et Learn more

] %Gotoerrorlocation @Viewallerrors

2 Some ex

2.1 How to create Sections and Subsections

Slauply wse the section asd subsection cosunsnds, s in this cuunple document! With Ovezleal, all
4 . v 10 the

sl Rk Text monde, your can alsi create new section aned sulsections via the buttons b 1w




What’s new at Overleaf in 2021?

New Compile Errors Ul — making it easier to find and fix errors quickly when they occur.

@ Review * Share Q Submit 9 History ’ Chat
* Our new compile errors Ul makes » [ 2 Recompile. © (EDoWIAPEERS B This project has errors (3)

errors more prominent and easier to i LaTeX Error: Environment tabularx undefined.
deal with, whilst still providing the
PDF where possible.

* We are testing two variations; for the
leading option, tests show it reduces
the number of projects with
accumulated errors by ~19%.

L i L e s
* Reducing accumulated errors helps e e epdmed . €nvironment i spelled correctly
during collaboration, and in avoiding " Oueva Learn more
issues with submission & publication. s |
* Currently undergoing a phased e g i i
rollout; expected to be available to all sl A ki o ‘i ol A S Ak SISt ¥ o kb B e

users in July.



What’s new at Overleaf in 2021?

New Compile Errors Ul — related Ul improvements.

GAb Review 38 Share @ submit ‘D
e This new feature rollout also /  ©Recompile - & DownlosdPDF -
incorporates a number of related Ul
improvements, including:

* The download PDF button is
more prominent and clearly
labelled

 |t's easier to download other
output files

* The “Recompile from Scratch”
option provides a more intuitive
way to clear the cached files

+ Normal @b Review "&‘ Share @ Submit D History

Fast [draft] Z Recompile & Download PDF ~ B vie

...or bullet points ...
o Like this, output.bbl
o and like this.

oo outputaux

« Check syntax before compile II ]

Don't check syntax

Run syntax check now

output.blg

Recompile from scratch

Technical Documer §
Temnlate .

output.log

output.out

output.stderr
output.stdout

output.synctex.gz




What’s new at Overleaf in 2021?

New Symbol Palette — provides a quick and easy way to look up and insert symbols.

Greek Arrows Operators Relations Misc

 The Symbol Palette is currently
available to users enrolled in the
Overleaf beta programme.

* |t provides a quick and easy way to
look up and insert symbols, right
within your document.

* Some symbols require you to use
extra packages - if you hover on the
symbol, the tooltip will tell you which
package you need:

Double integral operator 1)
\iint

Requires

\usepackage{amsmath}.

JrJr




And one from late 2020!

New File Outline — making it easier to navigate your way around your document.

You can view the logical structure of
your .tex file using the File Outline
feature.

This displays most standard LaTeX
sectioning elements in a sidebar to
allow quick navigation within the
open .tex file.

The File Outline is displayed at the
bottom of the left pane, which also
contains the file tree.

New Feature: File Outline is now available on
Overleaf

Posted on September 1, 2020

" < Recompile ~ B &

File Outline Example

We're pleased to announce the full release of the Overleaf project file outline.
This feature is perfect for anyone who is working on larger projects such as
research papers, books and theses. It's also pretty handy for shorter projects too!

What is the file outline and how does it work?

A\Albharm vttt arvia A lavrvea FAlawanth late AF cartiarne +ha Bla AriFlinAa mmAanaime vret U A m e



We also recently wrote a paper on the merging of

Overleaf and ShareLaTeX

It won the SIGCHI Best Case Study Award
at the recent ACM CHI2021 conference!

* The case study describes and discusses the
user-centered approach taken to successfully
merge two established online LaTeX editors:
Overleaf and ShareLaTeX.

* Paulo and Sven presented the Case Study on
10th May 2021, and you can see a recording
of Paulo here: https://youtu.be/2gDX3nS9IGc

* The full case study is available here:
https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/3411763.344

3455

CHI 2021

Making Waves, Combining Strengths
MAY 8 - 13 | VIRTUAL

JoSIGCHI @) avitiam,

COPYRIGHT © 2021 ACM

Merging SaaS Products In A User-Centered Way
A Case Study of Overleaf and SharelLaTeX

JJJJJJJ

Mixed-methods approach

Global surveys
Broad coverage of the user-base

Feature-specific interviews
In-depth understanding of users’ issues, opinions, motivations

Private beta

Iteration, usability testing, gradual releases and onboarding of new user



https://youtu.be/2gDX3nS9lGc
https://dl.acm.org/doi/10.1145/3411763.3443455

Visit our blog / webinars for new features, case studies & updates

www.overleaf.com/blog

Blog

Case Study: CFEngine gets a document
collaboration boost with Overleaf

Posted by Mary Anne on June 8,2021

The CFEngine product development, product management and community team
used Overleaf to help improve the collaboration surrounding the creation of a
very important technical white paper. The white paper compared CFEngine to
Ansible in the ways both solutions address the scalability challenge in server
configuration.

The white paper was co-authored by Vratislav Podzimek, Ole Elgesem, Nick
Anderson and Cody Valle. Vratislav describes the process of authoring this white
paper on behalf of the team.

Tags:
AU, 2. 2

www.overleaf.com/events/webinars

Overleaf Webinars

Intro to Overleaf Part I - Beginner

6verleaf

Part I Beginner Features

Whether you're new to working with LaTeX, Overleaf or both; or

just want an insight into the best way to work with your projects
in Overleaf, watch this 30 minute on demand webinar, where we
cover:

¢ Background

¢ Overleaf and LaTeX Basics
e Creating a new project

¢ Using Rich Text Mode

¢ Editing your project

» Sharing your project

¢ Questions & Answers

Watch Webinar Now

Intro to Overleaf Pt.II - Intermediate

6verleof

Part II Intermediate Features

—_

Our Intro to Overleaf Part Il:Intermediate Features webinar is
perfect if you want a deeper insight into how to best use Overleaf
and make the most of your account access or subscription. In this
webinar we cover:

¢ Creating a new project

¢ Adding Images and Tables

¢ Uploading a bibliography

e Fixingerrors

¢ Sharing your project

¢ Downloading or Submitting your project
¢ Questions & Answers

Watch Webinar Now


http://www.overleaf.com/blog
http://www.overleaf.com/events/webinars

Thanks for
listening!

Dr. John Hammersley
Co-founder and CEO, Overleaf

Contact email: john@overleaf.com

www.overleaf.com
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